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PEEPACE. 



The intelligent traveller is generallj the precursor of the his- 
torian; the first gives the materials, the latter works tlieni up 
and esplains them. The authoress of the work now given in a 
translated torm to the puhlic, is a very close ohserver, and very 
artistic in giving the resnlts of her observations. Being a wo- 
man, family life in the East seems to have had great attraction 
for her, md forms the most charming and instrnotive part of her 

Nothing seems to stand in more startling contrast than the 
domestic, social and political condition of the East when com- 
pared to that of the West. And if we inquire as to what this 
strange contrast is due, we are sorely perplexed to fonn an an- 
swer. Is it due to difference of cllmat«, of race, of religion, of 
government, or to all these combined f Are the people capable 
of absorbing the elements of western civilization and conse- 
quently of attaining the same point of moral and intellectual 
culture? Before a general history of the world can be written 
90 as to explain these anomalies, the questions here propounded 
must find a satisfactoiy answer. Meanwhile wo may all take 
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pleasure in recurring to the pages of every intelligent traveller 
by way of seeing to what extent tie state of our own country 
inay correspond to that of others, and in what importaat par- 
ticulars the conditions of life on this planet differ. 

A short sketch of the life of onr authoress cannot biit greatly 
inoreaae the interest of the reader in her work, Christine, 
Princess Belgiojoso, is a daughter of the Mar([uis of Trevulzio, 
a nobleman of Lombardy. Born in 1808, she was married to 
Prince Belgiojoso in 182i. Endowed with a strong and liberal 
mind, the Princess gave her attention early in life to political 
and philosophical snbjeots, varying her studies by literary pur- 
suits and traTelling, and aa opportunities offered, by taking an 
active part in the drama of Italian independence. Unable to 
endure Austrian rule, the Princess removed from Milan to Paris 
where her fortune, rank, love of arts, literature and freedom, 
attracted to her a select and admiring circle of friends, many of 
them the leading literary men of Pranoe. In 1848, when Italy 
took up arms against the despotism of Austria, the Princess 
returned to Milan to aid the cause of the revolution, raising a 
battalion of volunteers at her own expense, and, it is said, lead- 
ing them against the Austriana in. person, "displaying courage 
and presence of mind that would have done credit to the most 
experienced soldier." The revolution, however, failed. The 
Princess was exiled by the Austrian government and her pro- 
perty confiscated. She now retreated to Asia Minor and resided 
there three years, employing her time in collecting materia! for 
future literary labors. The Emperor of Austria having granted 
a general amnesty, the Princess returned again to Milan and had 
her property restored to her. She now remained in Italy until 
the glorious campaign iii 1859, when Italy became forever free 
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PREFACE. XV 

from Austrian dominion Since that period the Princess Bel- 
giojoso lias prDved to be one of the ablest supporters of Victor 
Emanuel, and especially of the patriotic Connt Oavonr, whose 
genms she fully ippreciated and to ■whom she rendered highly- 
important services " She was, ' says the North British Seviem, 
previously quoted, ' one ot his most active and indefatigable 
agents, tiflveUmg from plac«to place holding conferences, sooth- 
ing differences, recuntding republicans and constitutionalists, 
and gaming new friends and allies." A summary of Ler politi- 
cil career and character is thns given by the same authority: 
"Nobly born, nch and beautiful, with every temptation to a 
life of eaiD and lusuiy, she has again and again risked rani and 
wealth and life in the cause of Italian independence, 
undergoing the hardships and vioiasitudes of poverty and esile 
rather than submit to the Austrian yoke." As the reviewer 
remark™ "she presents one of the most striking and original 
figures m contemporary biography," 

The literary labors of the Princess Belgiojoso consist princi- 
pally of articles contributed to a periodica! of high character 
called La LiherU de Fmser, published at Paris in the days of 
the Republic, but long since extinct; JTotiona d'MsCoire A Vvsage 
des en/antB,- Ade-Mineure et Syrie, the present work; Scenes 
de la vie T-arque, and a Etntoire de la Maiaon. de Savoie, written 
with a view of making the world better acquainted with the 
Sardinian dynasty. To these must be added a translation into 
French of a portion of the works of Yico, a proof in itself of 
the Princess' intellectual ability and philosophical tendency. 

Having a few years ago made a visit to the East, and having 
been aa eye-witness of many of the scenes and peculiarities oi 
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life described bj our aatioress, the translator can bear consci- 
entious testimonj to the fidelity of her picture. It is her faith- 
ful description of scenes and cnatoms open to the observation 
of all travellers, that justifies full confidence in her reports of 
oriental family relationships and of the extraordinary arrange- 
ments of the Harem which the Princess was singularly privi- 
leged itt observing. 
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INTEODUCTION. 



I CAN recall many days of the period of my sojourn in the 
last wMch possosa for me a oertain charm, notwithstanding the 
fatigue and excitement with which they were filled; days of 
painful jourueyiaga alternating with still more painful stoppages 
that ooeniTed between ray departure from Anatolia iu January,' 
18S3, and my arrival at Jerusalem in the spring of that year. 
Within a few months I was able to observe the bright and dark 
sides of that oriental life of which a somewhat long residence 
in a quiet valley of Asia Minor had disclosed to me only the 
severeat aspects. Of all the souvenirs bequeathed to me by the 
Orient, there are none accordingly that I investigate with more 
cheerfulness than these, none that I yield to more readily when 
I strive to fix my ideas concerning the strange people amongst 
whom I was for a moment transported. A few episodes de- 
tached from this period of my life will perhaps justify the pre- 
ference with which my thought now recurs to it. They will 
furthermore show, in certain particulars, the physiognomy of the 
populations which this journey permitted me to observe, and 
whereof the accounts up to this day made public gave me but a 
very faint idea. 

The Syria I visited, for example, bears but little resemblance 
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XYlll IJiTKODUOTION, 

to the Syria I had read of in books. It is tme that I was bet- 
ter qualified than most travellers for studying one important side 
of Musaulman society — the domestic side, that ia which Woman 
predominates. The Harem,* the Mahometan saoctuary, herme- 
tically sealed to all men, was open to me ; I could ent.er it freely 
and converse with those mysterioua beings whom the Frank 
never sees but when veiled ; I oould interrogate some of those 
minds which never overflow of themselves, and tempt them to 
precious disclosnroa concerning an unexplored world of passion 
and misfortune. Besides this, the narratives of travellers that 
are incomplete with respect to Mussulman civilization, are fre- 
quently so in respect to the nature and material aspect of loca- 
lities. How many words they employ without esplaining them, 
and which in what may he caEed their European sense signify 
something so wholly different from that which belongs to them 
when applied to oriental usages. But I do not wish to insist on 
the difficulties pertaining to narratives of an Eastern journey ; 
I do cot know myself that I shall be able to overcome them. 
It is bettor to enter npon them at once, without further preli- 
minaries and leave to the narrative the burden of pleading for 
the narrator. 
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ORIENTAL HIBEMS AND SCENEBI. 



THE d:br:e-bkys — the mdsti op tchekkess. 

And first, one word of the dLstrict in which I reside. The 
valley of Ciaq-Maq-Oglou — valley of the "son of flint" — 
lies a few days distant from the important town of Angora. 
Here, in this corner of the Orient, at once fertile and pictnr- 
esque, I fixed my dwelling-place ; it is from this valley I set 
out to enter upon my nomadic life. Ploughed as this soil haa 
heen for so many centuries, by every army of this quarter of 
the world, by the soldiers of Mithridatea and Pompey, as 
well as by those of Bajazet and Tamerlane, there is no sec- 
tion of it, however retired, which haa not its tragic and 
bloody annals, its sad and painful souvenirs. Whatever 
attempts have been made in our days to awaken ia the 
Orient an appreciation of the comforts and advantages of 
civilization, the benefits of peace do not seein to follow 
here as promptly as they should to eradicate the traces of 
war. Ruins still subsist, but no new structures arise to 
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16 OEIENTAL HABEMS AND 8GKNERT. 

replace them. The valley of Ciaq-Maq-Oglon is one of 
those spots hearing a deep unpress of the past, and where 
the mfluence of the present is but faintly visible in made- 
qnate efforts to remove it. 

The nearest village to my residence is called Yeramddidr. 
This name, which aigQifies destroytd town, recalls a series of 
terrible misfortunes. Scarcely thirty years ago, a flonrishing 
city stood on the site of this village, with a population of 
more than forty thousand souls. Verandcheir had substan- 
tia! fortifications, and was the favorite residence of a power- 
ful pasha, whose government, now dismembered, once con- 
sisted of two or three provinces ; the towns of Bob, An- 
gora, Tchcrkesa, and Hcraclins were subject to him. But 
the master of these large towns cheerfully abandoned them 
to seek repose in the green valley that incloses Verand- 
cheir, on the banks of the placid stream which waters its 
smiling gardens. The name of this pasha was Osman, and 
it is to this predilection for Yeraudcheh- that its prosperity, 
unfortunately but too fleeting, was dne. 

At the time when Yerandcheir thus flourished. Sultan 
Mahmond governed Turkey, and his reforming labors pro- 
gressed in the midst of sanguinary conflicts. One of the 
remnants of the old Turkish system which it was deemed 
necessary to destroy was the denomination of the Dire-bey^, 
This tille designated holders of military fiefs, comprising a set 
of chiefs in constant rebelhon against their sovereign, the 
Grand Seignior, and always waging war against him with 
troops levied amongst his own subjects. Nearly the whole 



i.y Google 



0BMAN-PA8HA. 17 

of Asia Minor was divided among a few of these beys. Al- 
though tiiesc chiefs badly comprehended their duty to the sul- 
tan, they formed, nevertheless, tolerably good rulers, for, up 
to a certain point, they encouraged agricalture and commerce, 
and their interests were never opposed to those of the peo- 
ple. Their irars with the sultan doubtless imposed heavy 
hardens on the people ; bat the rebellious chiefs managed to 
restrict hostilities to a very limited territory, and every cam- 
paign being followed by tolerably long traces, the tillage of 
the soil, the source of family prosperity, never became en- 
tirely interrupted. 

Osman-Pasha had several wives and seversj sous. For- 
tune willed that one of these sons, named Monssa, should be 
led away by the example of a cousin of Osman, who 
figured among the most turbulent of the d^r6-beys. This 
son scoured the country belonging to his father, collected 
tribute for his own use, levied soldiers, displayed the 
standard and wore the costume of the d&re-beys. Old 
Osman, who remained faithful to the Sultan, fell into a state 
of despair at his son's folly, and dispatched message after 
message to Constantinople, protesting his own innocence and 
his deep regrets. Affected by his protestations, Mahmoud 
decided on removing the father from the spot where his 
army would soon crush the rebellions son, and accordingly 
gave the pasha Osman a command in Ronmelia. While on 
his way to his new appointment, Osman encountered the 
detachment which was abont to attack his son : " May God 
grant thee victory 1" he exclaimed to the commander of 



i.y Google 



18 OBIEHTAL TTA PTCMH AND 80EHEBT. 

Mahmoud'a forces. The latter atrove in vain to obtain 
from Osman eome indicatioE of tlie state of the country, 
and of its rebellious inliabitants ; bnt to no purpose — he 
could extract nothing from the old pasha but sobs and tears. 
A few days later, and OKman would doubtless have marelied 
with his son against Mahmoud — it was time for him to be 
transferred to Roumelia. 

Treed from the constraint which paternal authority 
imposed on him, the young bey now resolutely entered on a 
struggle with Mahmoud, and a war ensued, wMch proved to 
be long and terrible. His recruits fought well, for they 
fought ia their own fields, and on the sills of their own 
houses ; it seemed, moreover, to these mountaineers of 
Asia Minor, that they were eoatending with a foreign 
enemy for national independence. " Were they not foreign- 
ers, these Turks of Constantinople, with then- European 
arms and nnifirmsf" Jloussa's light horsemen, it is said, 
nnrabered from twenty to thirty thousand, and ^^ith these 
especially, the young bey performed wonders ; every year 
Constantinople dispatehcd fresh troops against the sou of 
Osman: — every year they returned after fiuitless contests 
with the rebel chief and his rude followers 

Inheriting the piopcrty and influence of his father, 
MoussarBey ilso mherited his predilection for Verandcheh', 
He felt more it eise there than lu lartce towns like Angora, 
where a mixed population rendered defence more difficult. 
Moossa-Bey too believed himself mvinable when established 
in hia lavorite residence and surrounded by his favorite 
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cavaliers. Perhaps he would liaTO been so, had not the 
sultan introduced a new element ioto the struggle, and one 
which Moussa was not prepared to oppose, this new agent 
being artillery, and one of which Uttle was known in Asia 
Minor, except through rumor. Several field and siege 
pieces left Constantinople, under the command of European 
renegades, and assumed a positioo before the fortifications of 
Verandeheir, which had not been constructed to resist this 
novel mode of attack. "What proves that the bey was 
ignorant of this arm of the service, is the error he committed 
in allowing himself to be surrounded by artillery in a town 
incapable of being defended. The town was bombarded, its 
walh gave way, and victory declared itself — not to the 
most iatrepid, but to the most intelligent. Perhaps there 
remained to the bey one last chance for salvation, in a 
v%orous sortie at the head of his comrades ; but the war 
had lasted ten years, the stoutest hearts were wearied, and 
these new implements, which wrought such frightful havoc, 
which operated in a manner they were so unprepared for, 
struck terror into their breast-i, and created a panic more 
fatal than the most imminent danger. Besides this, the 
successors of Suleiman, Pelim and Bajazet had not yet 
abjured the odious maxims of ancient policy ; no Mussulmaa 
of those days blushed at either perfidy or treason. The 
commander of the imperial troops signified to the bey that 
he had special orders cuncernmg him ; that his master, ad- 
miring his talents and bravery, desired to attach him to his 
service, and so much the more, as he had not forgotten the 
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great merits of his father, for which he desired to make some 
ackuowledgment in the person of his son. The Ottoman 
general was chai^d to promise Moassa an unconditional 
pardon, and, somewtat later, nnmberless honors, if he would 
lay down bis arms, betake himself alone to Constantinople, 
first to renew his allegiance, and afterward to live there in 
retirement, until it should please the sultan to recompense 
him for his obedience. Moussa-Bey Ustened to these pro- 
posals, and had, perhaps, no other course .to pursue. He 
stipulated, however, a few conditions for his country, his 
people, and his family ; then having arranged everything to 
the satisfaotion of all parties, the bey's flag was lowered and 
the imperial ensign was elevated to its place. The sultan's 
troops took possession of what remained of the town, and 
the bey set out for Constantinople, accompanied by au 
escort of honor, which was assigned him by the victorious 
commander. 

There was neither pillage, massacre nor military execu- 
tion at Terandcheir — the bey atoned for all. On Monssa's 
arrival at Constantinople, the soldiers of his escort of honor 
transformed themselves into guards and jailers ; Moassa was 
cons^ed to a dungeon, and after three days' captivity his 
head was severed from his body. This is not all. His wives, 
his young brothers, and his children, were an-ested within 
the environs of Verandcheir, on their property of Ciaq-Maq- 
Oglou, to which the family retired on the bey's departure ; 
they were sent Hke him to Constantinople, and there sold as 
slaves. The effects of the family were confiscated, and of 
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this house, but lately so powerful, nothing remained but old 
Osman. Osman uttered not a murmur ; he received, in, 
exchange for his lost riches, an ample pension to support 
the rank that was now left him. The old man died a few 
months after his eon, ia grief, but silent, uttering no com- 
plaint, and mating no allusion to his misfortunes, testifying 
for his sovereign that love and that gratitude which warms 
the pious heart of the true Christian, when he glorifies the 
Lord for having laid his ha.nd heavily upon him and his. 
What manner of being was this Osman-Pasha ? Was his 
a stoical spirit — had he a devoted heart — was he a fanatic, 
a fool, or an accomplished knave ? I do not consider myself 
bound to answer these questions. 

Sultan Mahmoud did not long survive hia faithful subject, 
Osman, and his young son, Abdul-Medjid, succeeded him. 
It is a strange anomaly to see such a son bom of such 
a father, such a prmce ruler of snch a people, to find a 
Mussulman now so unlike Mussulmans of all past ages. 
Immediately on his accession, Abdul-Medjid set about 
aseertaming what had become of the families of the 
illustnous victims whose blood had dyed the rei^fn of his 
father On the list of these unfortunate families, figured 
that of the pasha Osman. Some of the descendants of 
Moussi'b fathei, retained in slavery smce the revolt of the 
young bey, were discovered ; their liberty was given to 
them, and a portion of their fonner property restored 
to them, and all, men, women and children, left Constanti- 
ople to return to their estate.'^. Among those thus par- 
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doned, were the brothers of Moussa, the eldest of whom 
married Moussa's widow. But the property now restored 
to the family did not prosper in the hands of these recipients 
of Abdul-Medjid's clemency. Instead of increasing the 
value of then- lands, the degenerate heirs of Osmau pre- 
ferred to give themselres up to usury, or to trade, and some 
even supported themselves by plunder. Their territory in 
the valley of Ciaq-Maq-Oglou soon showed signs of neglect ; 
the mills stood still ; the irrigating oanals became ob- 
structed ; and in this sad condition did I find the region 
formerly under the dominion of Osman when I arrived there. 
It is evident what hind of men I was about to deal with. A 
l^rant lady, driven from her country by war, and come to 
pass her exile in Turkey, was what rumor reported of me to 
the holders of real estate in the vicinity of Constantinople. 
The descendants of Osman, especially, said to themselves 
that a foreigner, landmg in Turkey under such circumstances, 
presented a very good chance for a bargain — and they were 
by no means wrong. I went from Constantinople to visit 
the old pasha's cherished valley ; its situation, the beauty 
of the scenery, the repose of an enchantmg retreat like this 
Boon banished all hesitation. For five thousand francs I 
purchased the valley of Ciaq-Maq-Oglou, that is to say, a 
plain about f fl m 1 1 ^ 1 y nearly one mile w de, 

traversed by t m 1 led by wooded mountains ; 

and in addit t th a d Ih i grist-mill and a saw- 
mill. It wa. f th 1 th r^ f the dere-bey a wonderful 
piece of good 1 k "l^ h th neighborhood got wind 
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of the sum whioii they had just received, tiie people did not 
fail to remark that fortune always bestowed its favors on 
the worthless. However this may be, I had but little 
reason to complain of the former posse'isor ot my small 
domain, and when I conceived the project of abseutrng 
myself from it for eome months, in order to iisit Jerusalem, 
it was in company with the youngest of Mous^a's brothers 
that I began my journey. 

I have related with some detail the history of the family 
whose heritage I had purchased. This hi tcry descubcs suf 
ficiontly well the languishing condition of miny of the Turk- 
ish provinces thirty years ago. My own souvenirs miy, 
perhaps, show the same country in a different light, thus en- 
abling the reader to compare the epoch of Abdul-Medjid 
with that of his father, Mahmoud. 

On a cold day in January, escorted by a company of 
horse, without which it is impossible to travel in the East, I 
set out from my peaceful retreat, I remarked above, that 
one of Moussa's young brothers accompanied me. In order 
to reach the little town of Bajendiir, the end of our first 
stage, we were obliged to cross the country formerly gov- 
erned by old Osman's son. My companion showed me the 
places where the d^re-bey beat the imperial troops; the copse 
where one of the enemy's spies had been hung; under the eyes 
and by the order of the rebel chief ; the mound where stood 
the fortifleatious of Verandclieir, and the side which had 
suficred most by the sultan's artillery. Among the peasants 
we met upon the road he frequently recognized old com- 
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panious of Mouesa^Bej. He also told me of his own cap- 
tiTity, of tlie enffermg^ he had endured, and of his present 
misery. On oui- arrival at Bajendur I went to lodge with 
the postdirector (who was himself one of Moussa's brothers- 
in-law), and here my young companion finally took leave of 
me, departing for the little Tillage where he dwelt, situated, 
like the eyrie of a bird of prey, on the top of a lofty moun- 
tain. I kept my eyes upon his receding figure for a long 
tune. It was a sad spectacle to contemplate a young man 
born for activity, prematurely rednced to an obscure and in- 
dolent eiistence ; to see a brave mountabeer surrowfully 
toiUng over an intricate road on the back of a vile, lean, 
Kurdish liack. The young cavalier's costume strongly con- 
tracted with what he had told me of his poverty : his green 
turban and ricK Aleppo mantle, made of white wool and 
woven with silver and gold, marking him for the descendant 
of a noble race. I regretted at the time I had not the pen- 
cil of Decamps to fix this wild, prond figure on a canvas. 

I have nothing to say of Bajendur, but at Tcherkess, 
where I halted on the following morning, I encountered a 
type of Oriental society which presented a singular contrast 
to my companion of the day before. It is through my ho^ts 
that I desire to convey a knowledge of the Orient. Domes- 
tic life is one of the least known aspects of Mussulman civili- 
zation, and it is one of those which I hs.ve been able to study 
to the best advantage. 

At Tcherkess I dismounted at the door of a Mufti, whom, 
several months before, I had cured of an intermittent fever, 
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and who was accordingly awaiting me with open arms. So 
much having been said of Oriental hospitality, I would wiil- 

a ly ibata t om the subject in this chapter, if what has 
b«en already sa d of it had not been so badly said, 1 have 

ead for eximple, the narratives of travellers, whose authors 
descr t e the hospitality of the Turcomana in glowing lan- 
guage wh Ut I have always recognized the Turcoman origin 
of a \illage by the pitiful reception I have received there. 
Thp) till mo f genuine tenders of hospitality every 

c mf 1 ment ff 1 by a native to a, stranger, without dream- 
ms; of th n da m takes which, witli us, would follow a 
too 1 teril mt rp tat n of certain forms of European civility. 
The tr th is that of all the virtues held in honor by Christ- 
ian tociety hosp tal ty is the only one which Mussulmans be- 
lieve themselves bound to practice It is quite natural, where 
there are not mmy duties to find them the more respected, 
and as the Oiientils have formally accepted this sole and 
unique vrtuc it is the oilyc u'rtraint that they have con- 
sented to impose on themselves Unfortunately, every vir- 
tue that 1 sitisfied with ippear-inces is subject to speedy de- 
terioration — -just whit has ha[[ened, and happens daily, 
with Oriental hospitality. A Mussulman would never for- 
give himself should he not conform to the laws of hospitality. 
Enter his house and beg him to quit it, leave him to wait in 
the extremes of heat or cold at his own gateway, exhaust his 
store of wine and brandy, tumble and toss his carpets, beds 
and pillows, break his crockery, ride his hors^ and return 
them foundered — do as you please, and he will not utter a 
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dngle reproach ; you are a mouzafir, a guest ; it is God 
himseif who sent jou to him, and whatever yon may do, yon 
are, and always will be, welcome. This is quite delightful. 
Bat if a Mnssnlman seeks an opportunity to be as hospitable 
as the customs and laws require, without the sacrifice of a 
copper, or even without gaining a large sum of money by it, 
why, then, a fig for virtue, and long live hypocrisy ! This 
happens ninety-nine times out of a hundred. Your host 
overwhelms you with kindness during your sojourn at his 
house, but if on your departure you do not award him 
twenty times the value of all that he has given you, he will 
wait until you quit his roof, until yon have, consequently, 
resigned your sacred title of ■mouzafir-^&oA then he will pelt 
you with stones. 

It must be understood that I speak of the many, and 
not of the few simple, honest hearts who love virtue be- 
cause they find it lovable, who practise it because in doing 
so they experience a sweet contentment. My old Mufti of 
Tcherkess was of this number. His house, like all the 
better houses of this country, consists of a main building 
devoted to women and children, and an additional structure 
containing a summer and a winter apartment, with one or 
two chambers for the domestics attached to it. The winter 
saloon is a handsome room, warmed by a good chimney, 
with a thick carpet on the floor, and tolerably furnished 
with divans covered with silken and woollen stufis. The 
furniture of the summer saloon is composed of a lively foun- 
twn in the centre of the room, agamat which, when circum- 
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Stances require it, are placed cnshions and i 
sitting or recliuing. Otherwise there are neither windows, 
doors, nor barriers interposed between the exterior and 
the interior. My old Mufti — possessing at the age of 
ninety many wiTes, the oldest counting but thirty years, 
and children of every age, from the suckling of six mouths 
to the sexagenarian — professes a creditable repugnance to 
the clamor, disorder, and uucleanlinesa of the harem. He 
visits it during the day, as he goes to his stable to see and 
admire his horses ; but he lives and sleeps, according to the 
season, in. either one or the other of his two saloons. Tlie 
brave man comprehendod that if long lialiit could not 
accustom bim to the inconveniences of the harem, so much 
the worse would it be for me, newly arrived from that land 
of enchantment and refinement wliich they here call " Frjnk- 
istan." Accordingly he informed me at once that he would 
not consign me to that sombre, smoky, confused, infected 
place th?y call the harem, but would cheerfully yield me hia 
own apartment. I accepted it with gratitude. As for 
himself, he retreated to hia summer saloon. Although it 
was in the middle of January, and the town and the fields 
were covered with snow, he preferred his chilly fountain, 
damp pavement, and blasts of cold air, to the warm but 
impure atmosphere of the harem. 

I may perhaps destroy some illusions in speaking so disre- 
spectfully of the harem. We are familiar with descriptions 
of it in the Arabian N^hts, and other oriental talcs ; we 
have been told that it ia the abode of love and beauty ; we 
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have authnrity for believing that the written deicriptioQs, 
though exaggerated and embellishLi], are j et ba&ed on 
reality, and that it ia in these mysterions retreats one is to 
find collected together all the wonders of luxury, ait, 
magnificence and pleasure. What a mistaken idea I Ima- 
gine blackened and cracked walls, wooden ceilings spht in 
varioua places, covered with dust and cobwebs, torn and 
greasy sofas, ragged curtains, and everywhere traces of oil 
and candies. When I first entered one of these delightful 
bowers, it almost sickened me. The mistresses of the place, 
however, did not perceive it. Their persons are harmonious 
with all this. Mirrors being scarce in the country, the 
women pile on clothes and tinsel hap-hazard, producing a 
bizarre eifoct, of which thfy hare no conception. Common 
printed cotton handkerchiefs are wonnd around the head, 
and fastened with diamond and jewel-headed pini, while 
nothing caij be more slovenly than thc'h' hair, the very great 
ladies who had lived at the capital alone possessing combs. 
As to the paint, which they apply immoderately, both in 
variety of color and hi quantity, its distribution can only be 
regulated by mutual consultation, and as all the women 
living under one roof are so many rivals, they willingly 
encourage the most grotesque illumination of their respec- 
tive faces. They apjily vermilion to the iips, red to the 
cheeks, nose, forehead, aud chin, white wherever a vacant 
spot occurs, and blue around the eyei and under the nose. 
What is yet more strange is their manner of constructing 
eyebrows. They have doubtless been told that to be bea«- 
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tiful, the eyebrow should form a great arch, and from this 
thej conclude that the arch must he the more beautiful 
according to the widtli of its span, never inquiring if the 
place assigned to it had not been irrevocably fixed by 
nature. Believing this, they allut all the space between the 
two temples to eyebrows, and paint thereon two immense 
bows, the root of the nose and the temples on either side 
serving as piers for their snpport. Some eccentric young 
beauties who prefer straight lines to crooked ones, trace one 
single ray direct across the brow — but these instances are 

That which is undeniable, and at the tame time deplor- 
able, is tiie effect of this taste for painting, combined with 
the indolence and oncleanliness common to oriental females. 
Every woman's face is a complicated work of art, which is 
not to be retouched every morning. There is not one, 
daubed as they are with orange color, even to hands and 
feet, who does not drea<l the application of water as an 
injury to beauty. The crowd of children and servants, 
especially negresses, who people the harem, and the footing 
of equality upon which mistresses and domestics live, are 
likewise aggravating causes of the general filth. I will not 
speak of chUdren, for everybody knows the manners and 
customs of tli^e little creatures ; bat let ns imagine what 
would become of our elegant furniture in Europe, should 
our cooks and chambermaids rest at will on the couches and 
sofas of our saloons, with their feet on our carpets and 
their backs against oar tapestries. To this must be added 
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the facte that gla^d sashes are still a cnriosity in Asia, that 
the windows are stopped with oiled paper, and that when 
this ia not to be found, they supply ite place by discarding 
windows altogether ; they seem to be perfectly content with 
the light that penetrates down the chminey, a light amply 
sufficient for smoking, eating, drinking, and flogging too 
rebellious children, which is about the sole and daily occupa- 
tion of these mortal houris of faithful Mnssulmans, 

Let it not be understood, however, that it ia ever very 
dark in these windowless apartmente. The houses being 
bnt one story high, the stack of the chimney never rising 
higher than the roof, and being very wide, it frequently 
happens that by bending forward a little, one can perceive 
the sky outside above the apertnre. What ia utterly lack- 
ing in these apartments ia air ; the ladiea, however, are 
for from complaining of that. Katurally sensitive to cold, 
and without the resource of creating heat by esercise, they 
remain squatted on the ground before the fire for hours, 
wholly ignorant that the fumes of the coal they use some- 
times suffocate them. To recall only these artificial caverns, 
encumbered with tattered women and ill-governed children, 
almost deprives one of breath I Prom the bottom of my 
heart I felt grateful to the excellent Mufti of Tchcrkess, for 
his extraordinary delicacy in thus sparing me from a forty- 
eight hours' sojonrn in his harem — and so much the more, 
because his was not one of those the most tidily kept. 

My old friend the Mufti of Tcherkess is a singular person- 
r from a European pomt of view, although in 
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perfe t Tiarn y ll tl e aoc J tit s f "VI alman 1 k 1 
eho Id not I aye e&t n ated h n to be over s xty years of age 
H s ta!i fl^ re si ghtly hent but the ncliaat on seems to 
proceed rather f om an a r of condescen on thin from teeble- 
ness he wear=! a wl te robe and a red pel sc hkc that 
of our loetors of thf law ani tl as m eh grace is 
d g ty H s re{,idar feature, clear and t anaparent kin 
blue 1 mi d eye and 1 vih t war n" beard fall ng to h s 
gudle I s noil 1 row surmo ted ly a whfe o green 
turl an ea eatbed m la i?e fol Is as fo -merly worn present 
an aj p op late model for the pa nter of a Jicob or an 
Al raham When one contemi lates a fine veneral le form 
1 ke his Bu r nded 1 y a n ro s progeny and honorel by 
h eon trymen as tl e 1 v ng leflector of eve j y rtne one 
ca not b t be ens 1 Ip of a j rufound sent meat of respect 
I felt I was not a gue t n the bib tat n of an ord nary 
mo til 1 ut that I 1 ad been pern tted to enter a aan tuirj 
The pa sage of 1 is house were constantly thro ee 1 
deyotees of every age and co d t on flocked to k sa tl e hem 
of th 8 sa ntly mans ^i ment to ask counsel and prater 
and to equest cha tal le a d all lepart ng grat fied and 
ei g ng the pra sea of the r benefacto He appea e 1 h m 
s If to be ] roof aga n t human weaknesse uch as ennm, 
mi at ence mah e jrntal 1 ty or e^ot sm Surro nded by 
you g cl 1 ire cl ml ng on h s knees h di g the fresh 
smd nf, faces m hi& long 1 card and fall ng a leep ni on h 
arm — t was i harm ng s ^bt to see h m sm le tenderly on 
them kten attent veh tu tl e comi la nts o ex us on 
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sole tlieir grievances with mild woid'., eiiiort tliera to study, 
and carefully poudcr with them, or for them, the heavy 
routine of the alphabet. While losing myself m the con- 
templation of this just man, I could not avoid exclaiming, 
" Happy the people who still possess and appreciate men of 
this stamp 1" A conversation, however, with tlie Mufti and 
one of his confidants, happened to disturb the current of my 
naive admiration. 

The old man being seated, holding one of his little 
children on each of his knees, it occurred to me to ask him 
if he had many wives. 

" I have hut two at the present time," he replied, 
appearing to be somewhat ashamed of so scant a number. 
" You will see them to-morrow. But yon will not be 
pleased with them," he continued, making a contemptuous 
gesture ; " they are old women now — they were handsome 
once, bnt are so no longer." 

And what asre are they i* I iquire 1 
I do not kn w prec scly — not fir fr m th rtv 
Ah ' mterpo e 1 one of the Mi ft s atten lants my 
mastei s not a min to be eontbuted (vith snch w ves he 
will !=o n fill the gaps thtt death his left in his harem If 
yon hal been heie a year ago you would have seen a 
woiian su h &t, his exculleucy ought to nave — but that one 
is dea 1 now He 11 fl id others no loubt 

Bnt I lemarkel aj,am In, excellen(,y not hemg 
young and a'^ it =eems having ilieady p s essed several 
yon IK rtivc 111 onlj rp^drlng tlem i ich up to tie ige 
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of tliirty, I imagine he must have received a consideralDle 
number into Ms harem during the course of his long Ufe." 

" Prohabiy," rephed the saint, withont emotion. 

"And your excellency has doubtless a great many 
children ?" 

The patriarch and his servant looted at each other, and 
burst into a langh. 

I miny dildren' rejhed the mtater when the fit 
was ovei Jio doubt indeei! But it would be impos 
sihle fill me to t,ive yon the numher Tell me Hassan 
added he address, ng 1 is eoniiddnt could &t Ihou inform 
me how many ehildien I have had and state wheie they 
are' 

Ii tiuly Tour eiLcllencj his them in veiyiimince 
ol the emi lie ind m eveiy difctnt,t ot everj j lov n e But 
that 19 all I know and I wonld na^ei thit mj ma ter 
knows n-> more than mvsclf on thi& point 

" And how should I ?' asked the old man. 

1 persisted, for my old patriarch was gradually sinking in 
my cstunation, and 1 was desirous of having a clean breast 
of it. 

"These children," I resumed, "how are they educated ? 
Who takes care of them ? At what age are they separated 
from then- father ? Where have they been sent to ? To 
whom have they been confided ? What is their career ? 
What are their means of subsistence ? And by what sign 
coold you recognize them ?" 

" Oh ! God be praised, I might be mistaken there, like 
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anybody else — bnt that is of little consequeace. As to 
your other interrogatories, my children were all brought 
up by myself, as you see me bringing np these, until they 
were old enough to provide for tliemaelves. The girls 
were all married or given away as soon as they 
reached their tenth or twelfth year — and I have heard no 
more about them. The boys are not quite so precocious ; 
they require support until theur fourteenth year ; then I 
give them a letter of recommendation to one or the other 
of my friends with a large establishment or occupation, and 
he either receives tbem or places them somewhere else ; 
after that, it is for them to look out for themselves ; they 
do not conceru me more." 

" And you never see them again ?" I demanded, 
" How do I know I I often receive the visits of people 
who declare themselves to be my sons, and who, indeed, may 
probably be so ; I give them welcome and hospitable atten- 
tion, and harbor them a few days withont asking questions ; 
bnt at the end of that time they readily see this is no place 
for them, and that they have absolutely nothing to do here. 
They find their mothers dead— they are strangers to me. 
And so they depart of their own accord. Those who come 
once never come again. So be it. Others are bom to take 
tbeir places, and do as the others did before them. Nothing 
could be better." 

Still I was not satisfied, " But," I continued, " those 
pretty children yon are now caressing, and who cling to yon 
so tenderly, are they destined to the same treatment ?" 
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TJnd u1 felly 

lou II part w til them hen they get to be ten or 
fourteen years old ? You will not be anxious to know what 
be omes of the n ' "i ou w 11 never see them moi o ? And 
if they should ret n on e day to scat them&elyeij again at 
the famly boarl jo vi 11 treit them as shangere, and 
w 11 w tnesa the r dei arture forever nittout bestowing on 
tl em one of those k sses which yon are now so lavish of ' 
What will be yon fate some d^y, in your deserted home, 
when ch Id to es shall no 1 nger be heard there ?" 

I >egan t get a mate! and mj listeneis no longer com 
prel nded me The eeirant ho ever cinght the sense of 
my last query a 1 h stoned t eassure me (.oiii erning the 
futme of h s vene ated master 

01 1 ut said he when these childrpn heie grow \tp 
my master will have others just as small Yon miy trust to 
him on that point— he will never be without them " 
And npon that both master and valet fell t d langhmg 
The old man now pereeived that the effect pioduced on 
me by the conversation was not to his advantage and he 
was ansious to preserve my good opmion He acLOidingly 
entered upon a long dissertation, which he thought seri- 
ous, aljout the inconveniencies of a too numerous hmily 
and the impossibCLty of providing foi all the childien one 
brings into the world, especially in a lifetune as long as his 
own. The tone of this apology was ptrfer tly grave , bat 
the quality of the arguments was nevertheless so absurd 
and so odious, that I was several times on the point of inter 
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rupting the patriarch. What an unfortunate community, in 
which sncli men find honor as models of yirtue ! In this 
strain did I ninrmur a recantation of all my praise 1 

On the following morning I had the honor of a visit from 
the patriarch's principal wife. She was a handsome vii-agD, 
frightfully besmeared with red and black paint ; as to the 
white, there was certainly some of it there, but it could 
not be detected. I returned her viwit, and found her sur- 
rounded by various ladies of the place, who all made their 
court to her as the wife of the most considerable personage 
in the to^^n. She appeared to comprehend the dignity of 
her position, and to enjoy it without any arner&fmsfy. 
Seeing the little admiration I had for her, I could not press 
my acquaantancc farther, and I took advantage of the per- 
mit accorded to me by the Mufti to keep myself remote from 
the dooi of his harem 

I ought to say somethmg here of the town of Tcheikewj, 
the anuent Antoniopohs Let the reader imigme hsusee of 
wood and mud falling to mm, scattered here and there on 
the ground as if by chance the intermediate <!pices lemam 
ing ds receptacles foi eveiy description of dirt, -nith half 
&a^age dogs jackils and bedo of piev acting as scavengeis 
Ko precaubon is taken to insure to the inhabitaata a free 
paisago from hou'^e to h:>use , ruts, holes the remiim, of 
crumbhng walls eveij thing la piled up and cast about 
asseiting in empiie which nobodj cites to oppcse Theie 
are towns in the lutenoi of Asia Minor where the mhabi- 
tants only ti n ei'ie the street'; mounted on clogs so high that 
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they might easily jiass for stilts ; there are others, where the 
soles of shoes are proscribed, and sandals of goat hide or un- 
dressed buffalo skin, with the haii still on, substituted tor 
tliem. Passing through the towa to visit a sick person oa 
the evening of my arrival, and walking along preceded by 
a kavas carrying a lantern, I was caiefully studying the 
ground for fear of planting my foot in a, liole, is hen suddenly 
my head was violently struck by— a projecting raftei &uc!i 
is a faithfal picture of Tcherkese, and of every other town of 
Asia Minor. 
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Two days' march separates Tcherkess from AEgora, A 
passing word on the fatigne of this stage. We pursued oar 
way on horacbatk over mountains covered with snow, and, 
strange to say, with a very hot sun beating down on our 
heads, whilst the frozen ground was crackling under our 
feet. ITie first day's journey is marked by an incident whicli 
was well calculated to excite me eouaiderably. Toward 
evening we bad arrived at the foot of one of those moun- 
tains, the flanks of which are clothed with a dense forest 
of firs. The sun was about to disappear, and, as I reached 
a denuded plateau, a violent gust of wind from the north 
struck me and almost tlirew me from mj saddle. A small 
elevation ahead, increasing with the drifting snow, still 
remained, although quite dark, to be passed over. All at 
once, my horse stopped ; he had lost the track, which 
stretched before us irregularly like the zig-zag paths of the 
Alps and the Apennines ; the entire cavalcade was likewise 
obUged to halt, and, as if to increase our cmbarrasment, a 
herd of cows and asses, driven by children, came to obstruct 
the defile over which we were striving in vain to urge our 
poor horses. It was imperative on us to struggle out of 
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this de'ipeiate condition, if we would nnt be fixed there 
eternally bj tlie inteii^ cold which rules upuo these heights 
Oar kaiai mitde a despeiate effort, and urged his hoise 
blindly through, the misses of buo« that surrounded us , 
like him, I abandoned niyi>eU ab it were to Pio^idtnce, and 
YCiImg my fice between mj knees, I jiushed on in\ horse, 
winch dove with heroit. impetuosity the fea of unon into 
which ho had strayed , twice he stumbled, and twi(,e he 
recovered himself and finally reached a more solid foothold 
This perilous defile pi&sed, we found ourselves on the sum 
nut of the monntam, near a hoase of refuge, whose hospi- 
tahty was announced to us by its distant cnrhn<t smote 
Our escort joined us m a feiv moments, and I found I was 
through with my adventure, having a frozen hand the \ ital 
heat of which was only lestored by mnch exertion fench 
are the incidents whit-h traveller) must expect who betake 
themselveb from Anatolia to Palestine in winter 

Let us turn aside from these unpleasant and unavoidable 
occnrrences. We are at Angora, the ancient Ancyra, in 
which town I passed fifteen days of the month of February, 
1852. For an antiquary, there are but a few insignificant 
remains of the ancient capital of Galatia to explore ; for the 
traveller, absorbed by the actual life of the Orient, there 
is materia! for interesting observations. Let me at first 
note the varied kinds of ennui which await, unfortunately, 
all Europeans not familiar with the administrative usages of 
Mussulman countries. An error had slipped into my pass- 
port, which I forgot to have corrected before my departure 
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from my farm mtenlmg subsequently to arrange the mitti,r 
at Angola the resilence of a kaimakan This offiual 
refu=Ld to aljust it short of a fee of fllteea thou'iaud pas 
ters (ahout $600) Wo btatemcnt jiayei or remt astrance 
had anj effect )n his grisping excellency and all that I 
couU obtain was a reluotion of hia charge Pushei to 
extremity and yet dcterminDil not to give oiie bou to this 
rohber I tited to h m thit as I had no moie money with 
me than jn&t sufBcient to enable me to reafih Cesarca I 
could pay hm m no other waj than by a draft on Lcnstan 
tinople This anangement he acceded to I gave limi the 
draft accordingly but at the same tune taking gtod care to 
notify my banker not to honor it. The draft accepted and 
the embargo thus removed, I made all haste to leave Angora, 
and the jurisdiction of this troublesome kdimakm.. Time and 
patience were both largely consumed during the passage of 
this affair through the maaes of negotiation. 

The Mufti of Tcherkess had consigned me to his friend, 
the Mufti of Angora, a still more aged personage, and not 
less respectable, than himself. He numbered over one 
hundred years, and also possessed young wives and quite 
small children. This worthy man had been blind for 
many years ; the doctors whom he consulted pronounced 
his disease a cataract, and he desired my opinion of his 
complaint, my reputation for medical skill being as well 
established in Asia Minor as that of M. Andral in Paris. 
I thought I could give him some encouragement, as 
I could not detect the signs of a veritable cataract ; I 
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prescribed accordingly a simple treatment, which he sub- 
mitted to without hesitation, and which at the end of a few 
days brought him some relief. This was MifBcient to excite 
in the old man's breast a warm friendship for me ; he sent his 
coadjutors to inquire about mo every morning, and to place 
hunself and themselves at my disposal for any excursion, 
and for all investigations that I desired to make. Among 
other diversions provided for me by these worthy muftis, 
was the offer of a visit to a celebrated convent of dervishes, 
situated in the neighborhood of Angora, which proposal I 
accepted with eagerness. 

The term dervish occurs frequently in all oriental tales, 
and in works describing the country and customs of the 
East. Bat, either my mind is unfortunately constituted, or 
the information concerning this type of character which 
these works afford, is as inaccurate as it is incomplete. As 
to my own idea of the dervish, I always supposed him to 
be a begff ij? Mussulman monk m his way a suit ol saint 
subjected to moie tr less iigid restriLtions and to the orders 
of supenois forming perhaps a branch of the priestly 
hierarchy and fulhlhng certam benevolent or sacriflcml 
duties Rot the lei&t resemblance is there between the 
actuil dervish and this creature of the imigination Every 
Mussulman may trinaform hmiself forthwith into a deiTiih 
by 'iuspendmg some oit rf tihsman aiound his necli. oi to 
has girdle such ^s a stone obtained on the soil of Mecca 
a dry leaf from a tree shading a santons tomb or any 
othti aitcle of that nature he may chjo e to ilopt In 
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default of these relics, he may merely take a ram's horn 
trumpet oiid blow it at certain hoars of the day, or 
perhaps a semi-cirealar piece of iron fixed to a stick, on 
which to rest his head daring the few moments which he 
thinks he is allowed to consecrate to sleep— as mach as to 
say that the holy man condemns himself not to go to sleep 
at all. In effect, the stick, on the end of which tlie semi- 
circular iron is fastened, seryes as a pUlow, which only 
remains motionless while in equilibrium, and scarcely has 
the martyr closed his eyes, whea the stick oscillates, falls 
down, and the sleeper awakes. There are some dervishes 
who content themselves with wearing a conical goatskin cap, 
which singular ornament is sufficient to establish for him 
who bears it an indispatable right to the title of dervisb, 
and to the veneration of all faithful Mussulmans. Dervishes 
rarely have any fixed domicile. Generally they wander 
about, living on alms, and exercising at the same time the 
privilege of stealing whenever national charity proves to be 
inadequate. They are sometimes called on to heal the sick, 
whether man or beast, to exorcise sterility in women, cows, 
and marcs, to discover hidden treasures, to banish evil spirits 
haunting young girls and cattle, in short, to practise their 
genius on everything that belongs to the marvellona. Like 
all good Mnssalmans, they have wives ; th^se they leave in 
their native village, whilst they pursue theb everlasting pil- 
grimages, taking new spouses whenever solitude becomes 
irksome, and deserting them whenever their taste for a wan- 
dering Ufe revives. Sometimes it happens that at the end 
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of a few years tiie dervish returns, to recover, if possible, 
that one among liia wives of whom he preseires the tenderest 
souvenir ; if she expects him, houseliold life is temporarily 
resumed ; if she has suited herself better, or, if patience 
has died out, she excuses herself as she best can, and 
henceforth has nothing to fear from the resentment of her 
former lord. It must Ije admitted that customs like these 
are tolerably loose, an<l not at all provocative of family 
quarrels. 

Such is the genuine dervish, stripped of virtues bestowed 
on him by the story-tellerd and by travellers in the Orient. 
In substance he is but little more than an idler, an im- 
postor, and these combined with the highwayman when cir- 
cumstances are favorable. Here and there, however, we 
find communities of dervishes who live in common and obey 
superiors ; these are much more respectable than their wan- 
dering brethren, and they are specially devoted to certain 
good works. This phrase, "good works," as applied to der- 
vishes, would require, however, to be explained ; we shall 
soon see the nature of the good works to which the regular 
dervishes of Angora devote themselves. I must not forget 
to state, moreover, that the orthodoxy of the dervishes is 
highly problematical, and that one of their orders, that, in 
particular, of thp " Stone of Salvation," is strongly tainted 
with indiffercntism on the subject of the Prophet and his 
precepts. 

Accompanied, then, by two of the Mufti's coadjutoi-s, I 
went to visit this convent of dervishes, or rather, their sum. 
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mer residence, for, during tlie winter, the gieitPi numbpr 
witlidraw into the town, and hve there as othei Mussulmans 
do with their famihes, ap^rt fioro then communistic order 
In one of the suburbs of Angora, I found a small gaideu ot 
about the half of a square acre, inclosed on all sides by rows 
of lodgiag-rooms, separated one from another, and so filled 
with kiosbB as to leave scarcely space euougb to move between 
them. This peculiar garden, which may be very agreeable 
in fine summer weather, when the kiosks and surrounding 
buildings are festooned with vines, now presented a deplor- 
able aspect. I seated myself somewhat ruefnlly in one of 
the kiosks, despoiled of its verdant festoons, and listened 
with an abstract, incrednlous air as the dervishes outvied 
each other in ravishing descriptions of its summer delights. 
They repeated constantly, " The water is always cool," 
which is an advantage on which the orientals set the great- 
est store. "When they have said of a country that its air 
is pure and its water cold, they are at a loss to under- 
stand why you should not at once transfer your penates to it. 
How many times has this question been put to me in relation 
to Paris and London : " Is the air pure — is the water cool ?" 
And when I replied that I conid not tell, an exclamation 
of surprise escaped from every lip. 

I became more and more depressed, in spite of an excel- 
lent collation, composed of fine grapes, beautiful pears, 
honey, sweetmeats, and fresh, sweet water ; so much so that 
my dcerovi judged it to be time to provide other diversions. 
They conducted me into one of the many habitations sup 
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roniiding the garden, where tlie wives of the dervislies had 
assembled to receive me and to do the liotiors of the estab- 
lishment. There were about thirty of them huddled to- 
gether in a email, well-furnished apartment, hermetically 
closed, and so heated by a cast-iron stove that I should have 
fainted had not one of the womea kindly admitted fresh air 
by breaking one of the (paper) window-panes. In this 
warm climate there is no dread so great as the dread of 
cold. The people take incredible pains to protect themselves 
from it, even at times when we poor Europeans are afraid 
of dying of heat. On hot days in enmmer, you will see the 
Asiatics envelope themselves in cloth pelisses lined with fnra, 
and group themselves around a flaming fire, the women at 
the same time using all the available means possible to 
prevent the air outside their domieils from finding its way 
Into the interior. Durmg my sojourn at Angura, I was 
never at any time free from a violent headache, produced by 
emanations from the stove and the fumes of charcoal. lu 
houses belonging to Armenians it is still worse ; the women, 
and occasionally the men, keep themselves warm by what 
they call a tandowr, an article of furniture composed of a 
table and a woollen covering reaching to the floor, under 
which is placed a brazier containing a quantity of live em- 
bers and charcoal. The entire family rauge themselves 
aronnd this table, each individnal drawing the woollen cover 
over him so as to conceal his hands and arms ; and liere he 
subjects his body to the mild temperature of 120 degrees 
Fahrenheit at the lowest. Sad accidente result from this 
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custom. I well remember having been aroused the night 
before I left Angora, hj a family all in tears, bringing rae 
a poor little miserable creatnre, jnst roasted in tlie domestic 
tamdowr. His woollen clothes had ignited, and the fire was 
not discovered nntil his body had become as black as a coal. 
Notwithstanding frequent accidents of this kind, the Asiatics 
persist in using the tandour, by the aid of which they roast 
themselves so cheaply. 

The wives of the dervishes overwhelmed me with many 
compliments and other proofs of friendship, even going 
so far as to make me accept a stock of gloves and hosiery, 
made of the Angora goat's hair, and besides these, a mag- 
nificent Angora cat. The conversation turned naturally on 
the special qualities of the animals of this region of Asia 
Minor. The superiority of the hair of the animals bom in 
the province of Angora, compared to that of animals of 
other parts of Afria, and fven of the whole world, is indeed 
a remarkable tiling, and deserving of attention from Euro- 
pean savants. The Angora goats are tke prettiest creatures 
imaginable ; their silk, I cannot call it iiair, is generally 
white, sometimes russet, grey or even black ; but whatever 
its color may be, its fineness, softness and lustre are always 
the same ; it might be called the finest curled watered silk, 
prepared by some newly discovered process. It is with this 
hair that they manufacture at Angora a kind of camlet, 
mnch esteemed, and knit every description of f-tockings and 
mittens. As to the cats, although less useful, fhej are not 
to be despised, at least by those who love the beautiful in 
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all shapes and places. The Angora cat is enormous ; its 
body is covered with thick duwn, similar to that of the 
swan, its head bfitig very large, and its tail long and very 
bushy. But what charms you most in these unique ani- 
mals, is the grace of their movements, their agility, their 
swiftness, and the courage with which they attack the 
biggest dogs — wlio deldcm retaliate, A few leagues av.'ay 
from Angora, the goats resume their ugliness, and the com- 
mon cats reappear, with their vulgar shape and deceitful 
character. At Konieh only do the goats and cats approach 
the standard of those of Angora, but yet without attaining 
their incomparable beauty. 

The animals of Asia are generally much superior to those 
of Europe, and every district prides itself on possessing th'i 
most perfect type of some particular species. If Angora 
possesses its goats and cats, the Turcomans, who people the 
Tast deserts of Cappadocia, have their broad-taiird sheep, 
their greyhounds, with curled, drooping ears, like the King 
Charles spaniels, and their horses, larger and more robust 
than the Arabian horse. The Turcoman sheep, which are 
also found aniong the Kurds, are of a far more graceful 
form than ours ; the neck is iong, the muzzle slender, 
and the ears pendent, descendii^ on each side of the face 
parallel to one another, and setting as closely to it as curls 
A Vaitglaise around the face of a young girl. The prin- 
cipal feature of these animals is a tail loaded with fat, 
sometimes weighing as much as twelve and fifteen ocques 
(a Turkish measure of weight equal to about forty-four 
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ounces) Thiswughtj ma'?'?, osdUatm^ he^oml the centre 
of gravity, gives the animal consideiible inconvenience and 
IS sometimes so heavy, that it m quite imposaible for the 
ereatnie to drag the appendage along, a ddemmi which 
IS obviated by attachmg to it a little cart or ttundle to 
support it 

The wives of the derviuhea of Angora havmg eitolled the 
favorite species of their own provmee, I could not, trom 
another point of view, refrain from expressing my admiration 
of all the animah of the country. What struck me forcibly, 
was their extreme gentleness, their incredible meekne^. 
The buffalo, which elsewhere passes for quite a wild beast, 
a kind of pertinacious rebel against every effort to tame him, 
is here not more savage than the ox. The valleys and 
forests are filled with jackals, but they are content to keep 
up an unearthly barking, simply visiting your tent, if you 
have one, to steal your milk and fresh butter. The horse, 
with us so proud and invincible, knows neither resistance, 
anger nor obstinacy And this is not all. The ferocious 
animals likewise share this universal quality of gentleness. 
The mountains are haunted by panthers and leopards, but 
there is no instance on record of these animals having 
attacked unoffending travellers, or even hunters. Neither 
does the wild boar make war on anything but gardens and 
rice fields. In relation to many animals, all this is due to 
the way in which they are treated. No Tark, or even 
Arab, will strike a horse, eveu to correct him ; he talks to 
him and strives to bring him back to a sentiment of duty. 
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atid if he fails, he resigns himself, AUak kerhn ! I remember 
one day, on fording a stream, to have gricronslj shoclied mj 
MuSKuiman escort, because my fine horse, taking it into Ms 
head to stretch himself out in it, I, on emergmg from this 
impromptu bath, admioistered to him a, very salutary pun- 
ishment. " Oh I don't strike him !" burst forth on all sides ; 
" What a pity— he is so good and so beautiful 1" Each one 
present came up to flatter and caress him, in order to make 
him forget my rmle conduct. It is the same with animals 
devoted to man's doDiebtic use. The buffaloes labor as long 
as they please, and in the way that seems most agreeable to 
them. Kever does the shepherd drive liis flocks : he 
follows them and protects them when necessary, and is con- 
sequently adored by them. It is curious to hear the peo- 
ple of the country conversing with animals. They speak 
to each in his own tougue, that is to say, they address 
each animal, or rather each species, in a certain number of 
words having no definite meaning amongst men, but which 
these animals comprehend admirably. There is a word and 
a particular intonation for warning goats that the wolf is 
near, and in other words and other sounds, the same notice 
is given to the dog. " Turn to the right, turn to the left, 
stop, go ahead," all this is said in one way to the sheep, 
in another to the horse, and stiU in another to the mule 
and the buffalo. E sempre bene .' each one knows what all 
that means. These diverse languages are not intelligible 
through very delicate gradations of sound ; it is necessary to 
keep an eye to effect. There is no greater novelty than the 
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Tociferoua modulations of the ploughmen, huoters, muleteers 
and shepherds of Asia, cooTeraiiig from moantain to moun- 
tain with their respective animals, each odb responding in his 
own peculiar fashion, A new dictionary might be compiled 
— ^not of the language which animals speak, but of that 
which they comprehend. 

It is time to return to my dervishes. These honest peo- 
ple were determmed to amuse me, and render my forced 
sojourn in the town of Angora as agreeable as possible. 
My visit to the convent had proved but partially successful, 
and they perceived it ; they accordingly cast about for 
other diversions. One fine morning, while reclining on my 
couch, stri^mg in vain to overcome a torpid sensation and a 
distress in the head, caused by the smoke and gas of my 
cast-iron stove, circulating about my close room, there camo 
to me a little old man having a white mantle and a pointed 
grey felt cap on his head, twisted aronnd with a green tur- 
ban ; his beard was grey, his eye lively, and his countenance 
bearing an expression as naive as it was benevolent. This 
old man announced himself as the chief of certain miracle- 
performing dervishes, whom the head Mufti sent to exhibit 
to me some of their performances. I exhausted my stock 
of thanks and let hun understand that I was ready for the 
spectacle prepared for me. The old man went to the door, 
made a sign outside, and soon reappeared, followed by hia 
disciples. There were eight of them ; and it is certain that 
if I had encountered them near a wood on my journey, them 
appearance would not have escited agreeable sensationa 
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Their garments were in rags, their long beards iiiicorabed, 
their faces paJe, their forms emaciated, and their eyes full of 
indescribable ha^ardnesa and ferocity, all of which strongly 
contrasted with the cMef a fresh, round visage, his open, smil- 
ing expression, and costume of passable neatness. The dis- 
ciples, on eiit«ring, prostrated themselves before bim, and, 
after saluting me politely, seated themselves a little way off, 
awaiting the old man's orders, who, in his turn, awaited 
mine. I felt somewhat embarrassed, and should have been 
still more so had the exhibition I was about to witness been 
provoked by myself, Fortanately, I was perfectly innocent 
of it, and this thought gave me some confidence ; and yet I 
dared not give the signal to commence — why, I could not 
divine. I anticipated a scene of gross imposture, which I 
might be forced to applaud through politeness, and ont of 
mere decorum be compelled to admit myself their dnpe. My 
amour pro^pre was in no respect affected, but I feared, on the 
one hand, that 1 might not play my part well, and on the 
other — I must confess it — I felt some alarm on account of my 
prerogatives as a eiyiliKed superior. 

I had coffee served up to gain time, but the chief alone par- 
took of some; his followers declined, alleging the gravity of 
the ordeal to which they were to be subjected. I examined 
them closely ; they were serious and motionless, like men 
awaiting the arrival of a guest, or rather, of a venerated 
superior. After a short silence, the old man asked me if Ins 
children might begin ; to which I answered, that it depended 
on themselves alone. Taking my reply for consent, the old 
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man made a sign, and one of tte deryiahea arose. He ad- 
vanced to the old chief, knelt before him, and kissed the 
ground ; the chief placed his hands on the kneeler'a head, as 
if to bestow a benediction, and then spoke a few words to 
him in a low voice, which I could not hear. The dervifih 
then rising, throwing aside his cloak and an under gar- 
ment of goat's hair, and receiving from one of his brethren a 
long po^nard, the handle of which was decked with sraall 
bells, he came forward and placed himself in the middle of 
the apartment. Calm and collected at first, he worked him- 
self by degrees, through internal commotion, into a state of 
iutense excitement; his breast heaved, his nostrils expanded, 
and his eyes rolled in their orbits with marvellous rapidity. 
This transformation was accompanied, and aided, doubtless, 
by the music and chanting of the other dervishes, who, from 
a monotonous recitative soon passed to cries and measured 
howlinge, the constant and hurried beating of a tambourme 
keeping them in regular time. At the culmination of this 
musical fever, the performing dervish alternately raised and 
lowered the arm that held the poignard, without seeming to 
be conscious of doing so, as if impelled by some external 
power. A convulsive shudder shot through his limbs ; his 
voice mingled with the chorus of his associates, soon reducing 
it to a mere accompaniment, his cries completely overpow- 
ering theirs. To the music was added the dance, the pro- 
tagonist dervish executing such prodigious leaps, continuing 
at the same time his wild hymn, that tlie perspiration rolled 
in streams from his naked torso. 
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This was the moraent of inspiration. Brandishing tlie 
poignard, which he liept fast hoW of, and the slightest agi- 
tation of which caused its innuraerabie !>cll8 to tinkle, he ex- 
tended his arm befora him, and then surtdeiily and vigorously 
drawing it back, buried the steel in his chaek, its point 
projecting from the interior of the month. The blood soon 
streaming from the two openings of the wound, I could 
not restrain myself from making a sign to the old man to 
have this horril^le scene brought to an end. 

" Would the lady like to examine it closer ?" said the lit- 
tle old man, who was attentively observing me. Making a 
sign to the performer to approach, he made mo notice that 
the da^er's point had thoroughly pierced the flesh, and was 
not satisfied until he had forced me to touch the point with 
my finger. 

" Are you convinced that this man's wouad is real f" he 
finally asked me. 

" I have uo doubt of it," I replied, hurriedly. 

"Enough, my son," he resumed, addressing the dervish, 
who, during the examination, remained with his mouth open, 
filled with blood, and the steel still resting in the cheek, " go 
and heal thyself." 

The dervish bowed, withdrew the poignard, and, ap- 
proaching one of his brethren, knelt before him, and pre- 
sented his cheek to him, which the latter washed outside 
and inside with his own saliva. The operation lasted only 
a few seconds, but when the man arose and turned toward 
as, all traces of the wound had disappeared. 
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Another dervish arose, and with the same diiipIiT gave 
himself a wound on the arm which was dressed aud healed 
in the same manner. A third fii^htencd mo He was 
armed with a large two-edged cimeter wl ich he held wilh 
both hands by its two extremities and then applied the con- 
cave side of the blade to his 1 dlj causing it to penetiatc by 
a see-saw moveinent. A line of purple color immediately 
appeared on the brown and lustious skm I entieated the 
old man to desist, and not to carry his expeiimcnts further. 
He smitcd, and assured me that I had seen nothing as yet ; 
that this was only the prologue ; that his children would cut 
off their hmbs with impunity, and if necessary, their heads, 
without the slightest iQconvenience to them. I thought he 
was satisfied with me, and that he considered me worthy of 
witnessing his miracles— whicli I considered not a very flat- 
tering compliment. 

The truth, nevertheless, must he told — I remained 
thoughtful and embarrassed. What was all this ? Had 
I not seen with my own eyes ? Had I not touched witJi 
my own fingers ? Did the blood flow ? It was in vain 
that I recalled the tricks of our ablest necromancers ; my 
memory furnished nothing comparable to what 1 had just 
witnessed. I had to do here with exceedingly ignorant and 
simple men ; their feats wore of the greatest simplicity, 
and left but little room for artifice. I do not pretend to 
state that I witnessed a miracle — I have faithfully de- 
scribed a scene which, for my own part, I am unable to 
explain. 
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I confess I was much d tn I ed in 1 t} e fullo ng day 
1 listened witliout smiling to iccounts of other maryeUous 
feats wliich Doctor Petracch establ led ^t A ^ora for 
several years, and performing, the funct ont, of English con- 
sul, narrated to me. Dr. Pet ac h th nis hit the dervishes 
possess natural, or, in otlie orlb upe nat lal secrets, 
by means of which they a ompliah wo de s s milar to 
those practised by the ancle t E^jpt an pr e t Th s is not 
my opinion ; I content myself with none at all ! elieving 
this course, ia certain cases to be the only escape from 



The day fixed for my departure from Angora finally 
arrived. Haviug suffered considerably during my stay ia 
this town, it was not without some degree of faint-hearted- 
ness that I found myself again on horseback, not galloping 
over fields, but plodding the desert (the country here be- 
tween one large town and another being nothing but desert), 
exp<Ked to storms and sleet with no protection but ray furs, 
and no shelter, perhaps, other than a miserable roof, or a 
tent as a place of last resort. It requires more courage 
than one would at first imagine, to undertake journeys like 
these. The fatigue is not great, siuce you travel rarely 
more thau seven or eight hours a day, ambling along on 
gentle horses; the dangers are rather imaginary tliaii 
real ; the privations are supportable, for, besides your own 
stores, you are sure to find poultry, eggs, butter, rice, 
barley, honey, coffee and divans everywhere. But when 
you come to realize the impossibility of procuring anything 
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else ; that, if yonr etreng-tk is exhausted after six hours' 
march, it is still imperative on you to finish the stage ; that 
if ilbess finds you without medical resources, and if there 
is no retreat on the road when snow or tempest happens to 
surprise you, you become in spite of yourself disheartened— 
a suffering condition which, if not carefully gnarded against, 
and the traveller auccumbs to it, he is lost. 
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J THE TOWNS OP THE TAUBUS. 



Allow me again to cliaiige the scene somewhat arbi- 
trarily. We leave Galatia for Cappadocia, and are now 
ia the midst of the Turcomans. Pour days hayo elapsed 
since my departure from Angora. The plan is to reach 
the town of Adana, by way of Kircheir, C^esarea, and a 
few other places, whose historical associations or present 
importance commead them to tho traveller's attention. I 
shall confine myself to the prominent incidents of the 
journey. 

The scene of oae of these ia a village called Kaprn. In 
this village, where I had to change my escort, an oppor- 
tunity presented itself to me to act as physician to a young 
girl, who had been ill over a year, and whom her father, 
overcomiag his aversion to Christians, begged me to sec. 
My companions having retired, the patient, accompanied 
by her mother, appeared before me. She was a magni- 
ficent creature, tall and vigorous, and of faultless propor- 
tions, with an oval face, almond-shaped eyes of velvet 
blackness, a nose rather aquiline than Greek, and a com- 
plexion which had once been brilliant, and which was even 
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BO now, althongh overcast with that sickly tiie which foTer 
substitutes for freshness. This beautiful creature had a 
dejected air, and it was impossible to contemplate her 
without feeling a growing interest in her. Her motlier, 
still handsome, and of the same style of beauty, appeared 
very uneasy, and much griered at her child's condition ; 
these two women accordingly addressed themselves to me, 
manifesting a degree of confidence and sympathy, which 
contrasted favorably with the sulky reserve of the head of 
the family. 

I had no trouble in persuading myself that the yottng 
girl's malady was of the tender sort ; in spite of but little 
taste for the romantic, I could not lielp but entertain a 
suspicion that the mind had something to do with it. As 
the doctor's privileges are almost illimitable in this country 
where physicians are so scarce, I had no fear of committing 
an indiscretion in informing myself as to whether any sorrow 
or moral agitation preceded the symptoms of her disease. 

" Alas, yea !" answered the mother. " Eight days more 
and it will be a year, since my poor child was terribly 
frightened ; ever since that time she has been declining, as 
you see." 

" And may I know the cause of her fright ?" 

The mother looked at her daughter, who blushed and 
lowered her eyes, her breast heaving rapidly, as if breathing 
was getting to be more and more painful. 

" Why so disturbed ?" inquired the mother. " Yon 
know we mast tell all to the doctor." She thcu turned 
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towaid me Mj poor child said he nryci Iicir5 aDy 
bodj speak of that anful m^ht nitluut e\j ci enc n^ thp 
same shock over again Let hei go awaj fut a iew mm 
utes and I will tell yon all alxut it 

The girl in effect arose and went to the wnbw ind 
the mother beuln^ towiid me confidentially prepared 
to make hci disclogurei ISow we are coramg to it i 
eaid to mjsclf tt, 1 ubtl a lovei sn pusel b( that 

nnnatuial father 

Well laadame loi must kn->w that my laughter spent 
the daj w ih one of her companioi i. and return ng home 
ab ut nightfill she hadju t mounted the steps without any 
light m her hand followed by one of the servants when 
Boniethmg suddenly sprnng upan her 11 ^ rushing down 
the steps entanglel itself m her clothe ani immediately 
oveithrew hei She got up and uttered a shuek The 
moon was just ri ing and my ^001 girl thought she saw a 
bbck cat rushing awjy at the top of its peed It is 
posa 1 le that the cat was not a black cat — it might have 
been a giey cat and this is what I have been strmng 
ill vain to persuade her to heiieve nothing however can 
get it out of her head that the cat which knocked her down 
was nc t a black cat 

I sat still, patiently awaiting the end of the story ; but 
the story was finished — there was nothing to add to it. 
I made an effort to ascertain, withont, however, betraying 
my ignorance, what there was so particularly frightful in 
thia encounter, All that I could obtain was, that black eats 
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are regarded as evil Bpirits, and that a visit from one is an 
omen of most melancholy import. Howeyer absurd the 
cause, the girl's disorder was none the less real. I bled her 
and recommended diversiott and exercise. Bat what diyer- 
Bion or esercise can ever be procured within a harem, and 
above all a harem in tlie country I I promised myself to 
avoid Kupru on my return, for it would have been painful to 
me to have seen tlie ravages accomplished by a few months' 
illness on the beautiful daughter of my crabbed host. 

During the three days following our halt at Kupru, the 
FMn fell constantly, and scarcely ceased on our arrival at 
Kircheir. I have treasured up, of these long hours of travel, 
only the souvenu- of an evening passed at Merdeche, a Tur- 
coman village. We arrived a little before sunset, and whilst 
the cook prepared our repast, I strolled out of the village, 
turnii^ my steps toward a spring a few yards distant. I 
had scarcely reached this spring, when a procession of young 
girls, issuing from the neighboring houses, approached it 
with their water-jars. They wore wide blue trowsers, 
gathered at the ankle, and a small red petticoat, open on the 
aides and long behind, but raised and tied up with cords 
of various colors ; a red scarf, wound several times around 
the figure, separated the red petticoat from a jacket of 
similar color, with close sleeves descending to the elbow, and 
open on the breaet, a chemise of fine material alone protect- 
ing the latter. The fez, ornamented, and with long tassels, 
the body of it ahnost covered with coins, composed the 
head-dresa. Their plaited hah nearly touched the ground, 
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each tress terminating in au additional buncli of coins, 
wLich seemed to be distributed over every other portion 
of 1 tlie attire — on the waist, on the sleeves, ajid on the 
chemise. The water-jars rested on their heads, and when 
filled, they carried them off in the same manner. When 
these girls reached the fountain, there immediately arose 
a charming concert of laughter, singing, and the merriest 
talk. My presence at first restrained their glee, but it 
finally served to excite it. Some timidly approached me, 
and exannned the manner in which my hair was fastened, 
breaking out into cselamations of astomshment at the sight 
of my comb, while others more bold ventured near enough 
to place their fingers on the cloth of my cloak, and then ran 
off laughing, as jf they had done something very brave. 
The sun, however, had disappeared behind the mountains, 
the flocks were approaching the houses along the bottom of 
the valley, the dogs crouched in front of their masters' 
doors, the gloom of cvemng stole slowly on, and fires 
gleamed from various parts of the landscape, all affording so 
many indications of the necessity of my leaving this joyous 
group of girls, the limpid fountain, and the green valley, to 
return to the shelter of my lodgmg. This was an agreeable 
evening. 

At Kircheir we were impressed with that which adds 
value to oriental hospitality — the many tribulations fre- 
quently preceding it. At the gates of the town we found 
a man in waiting, to conduct u.f to the house assigned us. 
During our progress to it, more than one suspicion arose in 
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our minds concerning our goide's fidelity. We were tlireaj- 
ing a labyrinth of ati-eete, lanes and alleys, sinking uito the 
mire up to our horses' brea&ts, plunging over huge stumps 
concealed in the mad pools, beating our heads against sheds 
and the roofs of the shops, steering amid long files of 
camels, to the great fright of our Anatolian steeds, and 
almost despairing, indeed, of ever reaching oar hospitable 
retreat, when our guide suddenly darted through a porte- 
cothkre, into a large payed coart, in which onr dragoman and 
the guard, with the master of the premises, his relatives, 
friends and acquaintances were all assemhled to receive us. 
Our lodging-place was a good one, save windows, of which I 
could detect no sign, and which gave us but little concern. 
A wood fire, lighted in the chimney, compensated for every- 
thing, it being, moreover, a source of infinite satisfaction 
after so many days' toleration of the Turcoman fuel. In 
the provinces where trees have vanished, they burn the dried 
excrement of animals, such as that of cows, oxen, horses and 
camels. This fuel is good enough for furnishing heat, what- 
ever may be thought of it as fuel, there being no had odor 
or disagreeable exhalations from it. But when one comes 
to ponder over the idea of food prepared on such coals, 
it produces a sensation of nausea. What is the conse- 
quence when a narg/dl^ is offered to yon, lighted by this 
material, and yoa are compelled to inhale the smoke 
from that ? I confess that my philosophy always gave 
way at the thought of it. I burnt my tent-poles and 
mutilated my traveDing furniture, portable cliairs, tables, 
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etc., rather than submit to inhale the smolte from such 
fecal matter, 

Onr host of Kircheir introduced oue of his friends to 
us, whom he had constituted master of ceremonies for this 
occasion. This individnal was an Arab, from Algiers, 
who regarded himself as a Frenchman, and one, moreover, 
quite conversant with occidental habits. The fact is, he had 
wholly discarded the gravity and reserve of an oriental, 
being considered by his Asiatic friends as a model of the 
best society in Europe. When he entered the room, he 
langhed immoderately, rubbed his hands, wagged his head, 
and fluttered about unceasingly. " I am Frenehmao," he 
would say in Arabic — "madame" (addressing my daughter), 
"mademoiselle" (addressing me) — "I am Frenchman, and 
your humble servant. Will you take brandy ?"— and here 
he produced a bottle from under bis arm — " command me, 
dispose of me as you please, and of everything that belongs 
to me !" And in this tone he continued, frequently imbibing 
from the bottle, and smacking his Ops at every draught ; he 
tumbled about the divans, and threw his legs over his 
head, executing, in siiort, all the capers natural to a drunken 
man, who, because he regards himself as a Frenchman, sur- 
rounded by Turks, belieres himself entitled to act with the 
grossest license. My companions put him out of the room 
without ceremony, a treatment tiiat in no respect offended 
him, but which certainly astonished his friend, our host, who 
thought he had introduced one of our equals to us, the 
worthy man regarding the incongruities of his behavior 



i.y Google 



64 



ORIENTAL HABBM8 AND 8CEHEET. 



as appertaimi^ to the maaners and customs of the 
West. 

I cannot imagine what could have induced so many illus- 
trioua personages to come and die in a town of so little im- 
portance as Kircheir, even the name of which is'not to be 
found on any of the maps. Whatever may be the motives 
that hare led to this peculiar preference for it as a place of 
eepaltm:e, it is certain that the town !■, surromidei?, mdeed 
peopled, with tombs. The greater number of these tomLs 
are mosques. Some consist of a kind of chapel or cupola, 
accessible by an outside staircase, under which the ashes of 
the dead repose. One of these monuments is truly an admi- 
rable work— admirable through the vastness of its propor- 
tions and its majestic form, as well as in the richness and 
elegance of its details. It consists of a large hall of twelve 
sides, each side opening into a chamber, the walls of which 
are entirely covered with blue enamel. These twelve cham- 
bers, or cells, were formerly occupied by an equal number of 
dervishes, charged with the duty of watching and praying 
around the tomb. By the side of this edifice stands a mina- 
ret of terra cotta (lerre e»j(e) in perfect preservation ; its 
tint is loss pale than that of our bricks, forming a reddish- 
grey background for the blue enamel embedded in it, and 
producing a charming effect. The tipper section of the 
wall of this monument contains numerous inscriptions, but at 
too great a height to be examined or copied without the 
aid of a ladder. I inquired of the inhabitants m Tvhat lan- 
guage these inscriptions were written, because they did not 
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seem to me to lie Turkist characters ; some answered that 
they were in Arabic, and others that they were ia Tareoman. 
I would willmgly jndrae to the latter opinion, seeing that 
the Arabic characters are'the same as the Turkish ; but if 
this be so, we are condemned to see them remaia untrans- 
lated, for the Turcoman characters are nowhere employed 
now ; I doubt if either the College de France, or the Pro- 
paganda at Rome, contains a professor of ancient or modern 
Turcoman. As to the language spoken by the people of the 
present day, it is but the Turkish, and if report be true, 
the purest Turkish. 

We passed one day at Eircheir to repair our commissar 
riat, and on the second day resumed our journey. After 
leaying Angora, the country became more and more som- 
bre in its aspect, the villages less numerous, the weather more 
rtuny, and the people more malevolent. The same condition 
of things continued between Kircheir and Csesarea. We 
marched whole days in the mud, and sometimes in the snow, 
between perpendicular crags or amid vast rounded hillocks, 
withotit discovering a new or an agreeable object for the eye 
to rest on. In the miserable villages where we passed our 
nights, we perceived only discontented faces, sometimes even 
threatening ones, and we were greeted with nothing but 
insnlts. Geoerally speaking, our escorting guard was useless, 
and occasionally injurious, because, to this angry population, 
it represented the authority under which they chafed. We 
were approaching Csesarea. On leaving a narrow and dark 
gorge, openii^ between naked mountains and ledges of grey 
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rocks, we entered upoa an immense plain, bounded both to 
the south and west fay ranges of mountains. The plain is 
intersected with watercourses ; one section, and that a large 
one, presenting an extensive marsh, inhabited by myriads of 
wild ducks, The road, which is paved, and which, like all 
works of the same class here, is attributed to the Empress 
Helena, wound about in the midst of these stagnant pools ; 
the least divergence of our horses would have precipitated 
ua into an ocean of mire. Afar off toward the south, and 
almost at the base of the mountains, a reddish and undulat- 
ing line marked the locality of Caisarea, We stopped for 
breakfast at a little village situated in the middle of the 
marsh, where they gave us an excellent and abundant snpply 
of milk. Just as we were preparing to resume our saddles, 
a horseman appeared galloping rapidly toward us, dressed ia 
European garb, or nearly so, and dismounting at my side 
presented me a letter, addressing me at the same time 
in Italian. 

It was the first time since my departure &om the valley of 
Ciaq-Maq-Oglou that a human voice had spoken to me in 
this beloved and familiar language. My messenger was in 
reality a Greek, but he had resided many years among Euro- 
peans, and had contracted the habits and manners of the 
w^t. I did not open the letter at once, but remained a few 
moments abstracted, so greatly was I moved by those well- 
known accents, and for such a long time so foreign to my 
ear. The letter came from the English consul at Ciesarea, 
Mr. Sutter, who admmisters the rites of hospitality to all 
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Enropeans that pass through tliat city, informing me that he 
had procured and made ready a house for us, and that his 
kavas was directed to conduct me to it. We were again 
about to set forth, when there appeared this time a numer- 
ous cavalcade a little bejOEd the village ; they soon halted, 
and two of the party advancing, presented the compliments 
of the pasha on our arrival, with those of the principal 
inhabitants of the city ; the pasha sending me besides a 
richly-caparisoned horse, on which he invited me to make my 
efatr6e into the city. This extremely poKte act was somewhat 
embarrassing, for I had but little inclination to exchange 
my own horse, to which I was accustomed, for one 1 knew 
nothing of. I decidecl, nevertheless, to accept it, for a refu- 
sal would have been considered diseourteons ; and, besides, it 
would have been regarded as a symptom of cowardice hj no 
means creditable. We made our mtrie with the greatest 
pomp into the city of CsBsar. The cavalcade consisted of 
thirty or forty persons, many of whom displayed all that 
brilliancy and luxury of attire which still characterize ori- 
ental taste. It must be confessed that we Europeans 
appeared sorry enough in our dusty, muddy, and worn 
habiliments, by the side of then- brilliant colors and rich em- 
broideries of silver and gold. Such as we were, however, 
or rather such as travelling made us, we absorbed the gaze 
of every eye. 

Our host was a rich Armenian merchant, and the father 
of a numerous family. His eldest daughter, ali-eady a wife 
and a mother, had come to reside under the paternal roof 
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during the absence of her husband, who was attending to 
his commercial affairs ; other relatives, established in the 
provinces, likejvise assembled around the rich merchant, in 
order to enjoy the last days of the carnival and its varioas 
amusements. The th]-ee or four rooms composing a house 
in this quarter of the world, were accordingly £lled witli a 
multitude of women, girls, bojs, and infanta, all of them, 
from morning till niglit and from night till morning, dressed 
in their holiday attjre. Nobody in the East puts off his or 
her garments to take repose. Such as the toilet is in the 
evening, so do yoa find it in the morning, and as early as jou 
please, except that it is somewhat rumpled. This custom is 
universal. For the wealthy, who can change their garments 
dnring the day, as we do night and morning, it is a matter 
of little inconvenience ; but with the poor its effect is deplo- 
rable, ^ they keep the same clothes on their bodies for 
a month at a time, and frequently longer. 

Aa I have jnst remarked, it was the end of the carnival, 
and onr host considered us fortunate in having arrived in 
. time to partake of its pleasures, which, it mast be added, 
were mneh more simple than varied. The diversions 
took place on the roofs of the houses, all communicating 
one with another by means of petty stairways and ladders, 
forming a public place where the respective proprietors 
of that quarter moved about freely, quite protected from 
any foreign intruder. We found the Armenian population 
of Csesarea (the Greeks being very few there) perched 
accordingly on its housetops from daylight to dark, and 
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ia costumes of the utmost richuesa. The men displayed 
their luxurious taste ia the beauty of tiieir furs; but 
the women, ia respect to their toilet, did not restrict 
themselves within such naxrow limits. ' Like all women of 
the Orient, they wore the ample trousers, long skirts 
open on the sides, to make room for the espansiou of the 
trousers, several corsages of different stnffs and colors, 
a scarf around the figure, a fez, braids of plaited hair, and 
pieces of coin fastened to everything. There is a diversity 
of taste in the manner of adjusting these accoutremeats, 
as there is in the disposition of their accessories and orna- 
ments. The Armenian women of Ciesarea are distinguished 
from the women of other towns in Asia Minor by the 
delicacy and harmony of the colors of their apparel, by 
the richness and taste of the embroidery which covers 
the corsage, as well as by the stylo of their head-dresses. 
Never do the leaders of fashion in this region twist around 
their heads those frightful printed handkerchiefs which 
Switzerland annually sends by thousands into Asia. The 
body of the fez, and the tassel which falls from it, are 
embroidered in gold and ofteu in pearls. The hair forms 
from twelve to fifteen braids of equal length, descending 
as low as possible ; the gold coins are not allotted to the 
extremities of these braids, but are sewn to a small black 
riband and afterward attached to the braids half-way 
between the neck and the lower part of the hips, forming 
a brilliant section of a circle, and presenting a singularly 
lively contrast to the dark tint of the hair. A profusion 
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of these same sequins, decking the front of the fez, fall oTcr 
the brow, and hang from the ears, and also cover the 
neck, bosom, and arms, as if with a coat of mail. Yarious 
specimens of jewelry find room amid these coins. Diamond 
flowers sparkle aroand the ftz, or in the hair that encircles 
the forehead, while clasps of precious stones, necklaces 
and BtrinKs of pearls, festen the corsage below the breasts, 
or pass underneath the chin, stretcliing from ear to ear. 
The daughters of wealthy parents are magnificently adorned, 
for, in the shape of jewelry, they bear their marriage por- 
tion about them, and this sometimes amounts to very 
considerable sums. It is true that after a ft-w years of 
matrimony, the sequins and precious stones diminish, which 
leads me to believe that the dowry of the young Armenian 
girls of Cseaarea is not quite so securely guaranteed from 
the husband's usm-pations as that of the daughters of 
Europe 

It was certainly a carious spectacle to see these women 
decked witb diamonds parading themselves in the glare 
of daylight at an elevation which in onr country is only 
attained by cata and chimney-sweeps, promenading, escliang- 
ing visits — always on then: housetops — aud giving them- 
selves up joyously to games and to dancing. Here and 
there musicians strolled about, and their appearance on any 
one of the terraces was a signal for the young people 
on the surroundii^ terraces to flock to it, and then, with 
the player in the midst of the throng, the dance would 
begm and renew itself over and over again. There is but 



i.y Google 



DAMOING. 71 

one dance in the Ottoman Empire, aud that is the same 
for all the subjects of the Sublime Porte, whether Turk, 
Arab, Greek, or ArrQenian, in short, for every branch of 
the Mussnlman family inhabiting its extensiye territory. 
And yet this nniversal dance scarcely deserves the name 
of dance. Two persons of the same sex, but always 
dressed as women, stand opposite to each other, with 
castanets in their hands — if they have these — or, in the 
absence of castanets, two wooden spoons, or even nothing 
at all, a movement of the fingers, as if holding castas 
nets, being, however, indispensable. The two dancers 
bend and extend — stretch is the proper word — the 
arms, shake the hips rapidly, keeping the upper portion 
of the body qnietly balanced, agitating the feet lightly 
at the same time, without, however, raismg them from 
the ground ; these contortions being maintained while the 
performers advance and recede, and turn about singly, and 
around each other, the music meanwhile, composed of a 
tamborine, a dram, and a shepherd's pipe, marking the 
time with ever increasing rapidity. What there is of the 
graceful in this dance, I know nol^— but what there is that 
is indecent immediately strikes the least experienced ob- 
server. 

At Ctesarea I was able to observe the Armenians in 
all the iVeedom of a popular festival. One of those con- 
trasts common in the East awaited me at some distance 
from this ancient city, at Injeh-Soo ; I encountered, in 
this town, a Greek population known by its activity and 
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of wooden spoons, one of which each guest takes possession 
of, and plunges by turns into the sherbet and his mouth, as 
often as he or she pleases. 

The breakfast oyer, I was notified of a visit from the 
anthorities. In these I found illnstrations of the place, and 
of the Greek clergy. The latter was represented by a 
bishop or patriarch, his coadjutors, and a yoang priest, 
established in the city as head of a school which had been 
recently instituted for Greek children. This priest had a 
melancholy, gentle expression, aud was quite intell%ent ; 
it was his business to teach reading and writing in Turkish 
and Greek, arithmetic, geography, and the catechism, and 
a little history and French, to about three hundred children, 
of whom somewhat leaa than a third were girls. He 
invited me to visit his school. I accepted the invitation, 
to his great delight, and he immediately withdrew to pre- 
pare for my reception. It was, in truth, a much greater 
afiair than I had anticipated. He returned in about an 
hour to report that all was ready, and that his pupils were 
expecting me. We set forth accordingly, and, traversing 
a part of the town, duly arrived at the school, dragging 
after us almost the entire population. The structure 
appropriated to the school, would be considered a very 
fine one, even in Europe. Built upon the summit of the 
mountain, and facing the wall of the fortifications, it over- 
looks the entire area filled by the houses of Injeh-Soo ; a 
portico, supported by columns, serves as a vestibuJe ; as to 
the hall itself, it is vast, well lighted and well ventilated, 
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and is supplied witli benches, desks, aad a rostrum, the 
latter at tlie end of the apartment, where the professor is 
stationed. The benches, de&ks, copy books, and school 
boots, were all kept scrupulously clean ; it needed but a 
little effort on my part to imagine myself in one of the 
small towns of Switzerland or Germany. I admired the 
salutary influence which one active and intelligent man 
conld thus exerciae over a community, and 1 longed for an 
opportunity to express ray satisfaotiun to the worthy priest 
to whom it was due. Bat the good man had something 
more important on hand than to receive my compliments. 
Having prei;eded ns in order to be first at the school, we 
soon Batf him again approaching, dressed in his priestly 
robes, and with his pupils behind him, chanting Greek hymns. 
Hanging themselves around the vestibule they let us pas') 
closmg up tlie lear as we entered the hall I wis obliged 
to afCLud the rostrum and take my seat there, while the 
professor arranged hi!, pupils m a double ron before me 
The Greek hymns now ceased but ahs Trench hymns, 
composed tpto facto in my honor succeeded A copy of 
this stiinge poetry in the handwriting of a pupil was 
given me and I li ncluded from it that the pupils would 
have lost nothing had the French lesson been discarded 
from their educatinnai piogramme It if nevertheless an 
miportant stop towaid civilization to diffuse a knowledge 
of a Enropean language however superficial among an 
oriental people This building had l)een erected by the 
we-^Ithv inhabitants of Injeh-Soo at their own co^t md 
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they had procured their professor from the island of Candia, 
paying him 6,000 piasters per annum (about $240.) The 
Greeks of the rest of the Empire would do well not only 
to foster this enterprise, bnt also to imitate it. I 
took occasion to mqmie a.-, to what extent the Greeks of 
Injeh-Soo were assisted in this school by their pompatriota 
at Constintmople, and I learned with regiet th^t tli« 
latter remained quite mdifterent to it — indifterent, indeed, 
to a pacific revolution, for snch must the establishment of a 
school like this in an insignificant town of Asia Minoi be 
considered As to the priest who devotes himself to this 
avilizing agency, with t.o much zeal and sdf-dema! I ^ery 
much fe'iT that he ndl boon be mastered by it Can any 
one mdividual possibly re'-pond to all the demands upon 
him while instructing and educating seventy girls and one 
hundred and fifty boys ? I regret to add that durmg 
my long journey thiough Asii Minoi and Syria, I saw 
nothing remindmg me, even remotely, of this school and its 
professor at Injeh-Soo. 

A few days after, wo were marching amid a series of 
mountains ever mereasing in height and announcing the 
range of the Taurus, I remember a night passed at the foot 
of one of these mountains, called the Allah-Daghda. We 
halted at a little village for the night, a%hting about 
noon: ; the heat was excessive, but scarcely had the sun 
disappeared behind the summit of the Allah-Daghda, when 
it began to snow and the cold became insupportable. "We 
shut ourselves np in a comer of the stables reserved for 
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onr apartmeot, and, enveloped in furs, listened to the roaring 
blasts of the north wind, as it swept impetuously onward 
and died away at the base of the rocks. After a little 
while the tempest ceased and all was still. I felt sleep 
gradually stealing over my eyelids, my limbs, and my 
thoug'hts, when a knock at the door suddenly aroused me. 
Oiie of the men of our escort being ill and nearly dying, at 
least it was said so, he sent for me in great haste. Starting 
up and seizing whatever cloaks and other garments I could 
lay mj hands on I followed the me'.^enTei who had bepn snnt 
for me On ^ettmg my foot over the dorsill I stopped 
struck with a&toniahment nd admiration The night wis 
BomLwhat advanced and instead of heivy sombie clouds 
entirtly envebpmg the landi^cape an 1 precipitating masses 
of shadow mto the deep goiges of the mountains I found 
the sky above mj head blue like sapphire and ^urewn with 
stars so brilliant that the eye was nearly dazzled by them 
The moon appeared radiant over the summit-s of the AlUi 
Daghda shedding it mild h„ht upon the viUag ind upon 
the white covering ot snow thit smroundcd it hot a 
breath of air agitated the branohes of the tree* which 
elevated themselves here and there around the houses It 
was one of the most beautiful mghts I ever beheld and the 
stormy evemng to which it succeeded without tn} sign of 
tiansition as it were rendered it onh the moie fa cinating 
I traversed the deserted -itieets of the &dent village and 
■cached the hut occupied by the patiPnt at the furtlier 
extremity ol the hamlet Tlie pior creature was paitialb 
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insane, some signs of Innacy having indeed previously made 
tlietr appearance. I soothed hun to the best of my ability, 
and, prescribing a cahning draught, returned to my hovel. 
Had I not exposed myself to danger, in thus following an 
utter stranger at miiltiight through the lonely streets of this 
hamlet ? I thought of this when I found myself again upon 
my mattress — and it occurred to me that the best way to 
avoid danger is to be insensible to it. 

We arrived early the next day at Medem, a town well 
known in the Turkish empu-e for its lead mines. I loilged 
with the du^ctor of the mines, who is at the same time the 
operator, and he accompanied me on a visit to his furnaces. 
If ever there were primitive furnaces, these were. The ore 
is dumped into great holes in the midst of a/«ii d'enfer, 
from which the liquid lead issues by little canals hollowed m 
the ground, running into a cavity underneath the furnace, 
and there cools itself There are several mines scattered 
about the mountain, of which the larger portion is lying 
idle. On seeing the quantities of lead which the ovens con- 
stantly expelled, the few men engaged in extracting it, and 
the extreme smiplicity of the means employed, I thought 
that the specalation might be profitable. I accordingly 
asked the operator for some facts in rrlation to the cost and 
expenses of working the mines. He showed the best dispo- 
sition in the world to gratify me. "Unfortunately, I t-oun 
saw that he had assumed a difficult task, and that he 
had never even asked hunself the same questions. He 
requested permission to call his mtendant, who was better 
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qualified than himself to commun cate what he wis [ leased 
to eill thf dttaih Bit the mteudant wis as aoojluscd 
as the mastei I reDewel mj questwus under vaiLnus 
form lod the two effeitdz finally began to re'.pond hut I 
coull make no piogie&s for their aiiSBera aati&factorily 
proved to me tliat they did not comprehend me 

Medem la at the J3^to^ of the laum anl scareel} is the 
town lo t to sight when jou find yourself amt ig; thi, 
mountains The names of Tamus, Anti T^nrus Leban n 
Anti Lebmon do not designate muuntams like the biint 
Bernaid the Simjlun and M)nt Blanc but chims like the 
Alp the Apennines and the Pyrenees, whch mclnse vatt 
teintoiial areas (-lanpo&mg a multitude ot summits and 
valleys It required five dayij t) tiaverse the Taurns, that 
i£ to say to go from Medem to Adana. We passed these 
day^ wander ng from valley to valley, across a magnificent 
country yet a comj lete sohtude not a village is to be seen 
there nothing bnt rums in which some Armenians, or 
Tmks of an enter| rising di po itun have established khans 
for the great csnvenience of travellers. . 

I will not narrate the incidents of these five days. Why 
dwell on the ever-recurring adventures which bad roads and 
worse quarters constantly afford to travellers in certain por- 
tions of the Orient ? I am desirous of completing'my narra- 
tive of the first part of a journey, of which the end was far 
removed by many a weary stage. These opening pictures of 
my nomadic life show Turkish society such as it is in .some 
of the regions rarely visited by Europeans. Leaving Adana, 
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we enter orienkil districts which travellers fancy thej are 
better a«quinted with, and where at least tlie influence 
of western civilization is more gcneralij observable. I was 
about to see Franks in the presence of orientals, and I was 
sufBciently versed in the life of the latter to be able to com- 
pare what there is essential and original in the two societies 
thus placed in juxtaposition. 
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t (the djaodr-daghda)— 

PASHA ay ABAWA. 



From the day I left my quiet valley in Asia Minor, 1 had, 
as the reader knows, numerous opportunities to familiarize 
myself with the fatigue and the dangers of travel in the 
East. From Angora to Adajia the halts had been neither 
long nor frequent, while on the other hand the marches had 
been almost constant and very laborious. The few days 
which we passed at Adaoa, days of rest and enjoyment, 
cheered by the society of Europeans, and amongst them 
Italians, afford me a very agreeable souvenir. I must state, 
too, that what added to the charm of my sojourn at Adana, 
was the idea of the dangers we were again to encounter on 
leaving that town. On the eve of a hazardous passage 
through the mountains of the Giaour, the Djaour-DagMa, I 
felt myself better qualified to taste a few hours of repose in 
the midst of such excellent friends. There are respites, 
always too brief, in every active life, the charm of which is 
intensified when one knows they are to be succeeded by a 
perdous future. 

"What was this Djaour-Daghda, of which I had so many 
fearful descriptions during my sojourn at Adana 5 They 
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thus term a cliaio of mountains three times as exteusivo 
as that of Auvei^ne, The popnlation of the Djaour-Daghda 
(according to information given bj my informers, which I 
restate without responsibility), amounts to five hundred 
thousand souls. This population is divided into two groups, 
whieh may be called the strong and the weak, or in other 
words, a roving and a sedentary group, the former liaunting 
the thoroughfares, and tho latter inhabiting the villages. 
We will say a few words about hoth. 

The sedentary and pacific division of this population 
is composed of old men, women and children, dwelling in 
Eumerons villages scattered about oa the flanks of the moun- 
tains or nestling in deep valleys, which serve them as safe 
asylums. I must, in this connection, say a word on the 
Mussulman's love for the beauties of nature. His vOlages 
are always built within the shadows of fine trees, in the 
midst of verdant meadows or on the margin of a Hmpid 
stream. Ask him why he selects one spot rather than 
another on which to fix liis residence, and you will embarrass 
hun ; he cannot himself explain his preference. In seeking 
the most picturesque site, he obeys the same instinct which 
directs the eagle to the top of a crag, the swallow to take 
shelter under a roof, the king-fisher to house itself amid 
the flags, and the quail to conceal itself in fields of grain. 
At the foot of that tree or on the summit of that hill, he 
has heard the stream murmuring through the long grass, or 
the wind stirring the leaves of the neighboring forest ; he 
has found the water sweet and the air fragrant, and there 
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Paghda The ruad', therefore, which traverse their suil are 
among the le-ibt frequented ia the world. It ib true, thnre is 
ft bey why gnveras the Djaour-Daghda, a bey dependent on 
the pasha of AUana, in his turn a delegate of the imperial 
power; but it must be ttated that this centralizatba esiata 
only ia appeai-ance ; orders dispatched from Constantinople 
are promulgated with no effect in the Djaour-Daghda ; it is 
in vain to decree imposts and mihtary conscription there ; 
not one of these mountaineers dons the uniform, or contri- 
butes a para to the treasury. This does not proceed irom 
poverty or a lack of courage on their part, but from a love 
of jndependeacp The oriental world contains many popula- 
tions of this kind ; for instance, such as the Druses, the 
Ansanens, the Metuali, etc., between Syria aud Egypt, 
It would require armies as numerous as those of Sennacherib 
to prevail at once over all these. To obtain anything of 
these indomitable people, the government through choice em- 
ploys pea<;eable means. Sometimes, however, a criias occnrs; 
a pasha is obliged to send a few companies of infantry 
to put down the rebellion ; the rebels then pursue one of 
two courses : they withdraw en masse to secure retreats, ex- 
posing the pasha's infantry to hazardous marches across an 
nncultivatcd country, or, disdaining prudential tactics, as- 
sume the offensive, taking good care in the latter case always 
to possess the advantage of numbers. Twenty-five thousand 
mountaineers, for instance, advance against a thousand sol- 
diers, which demonstration is generally sufficient to nip hos- 
tilities in the bud ; the troops return to thou- barracks, and 
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the monntaineers return to their avocations ; the good under- 
standing between the governing and the governed is reestab- 
lished, and remains so until disturbed by another levy or the 
next failure to meet an impost. 

Sueh are the people whose territory I was about to tra- 
verse on quitting Ailana. I passed my time, as I stated, 
very agreeably while awaiting the day of departure ; 1 felt 
quite happy to be ui this ancient land of the palm and the 
cedar, in the midst of people whose Arabic type and man- 
ners conjured up before me the splendid tableaux of the 
Bible. It is only under an oriental sky that we shonid 
peruse the pages of the Old Testament. The story of Job, 
for instance, is repeated here every day. A dweller on the 
soil is rich in proportion to his wealth in flocks. The orien- 
tal has no capital in the hamls of a notary or banker. A 
rich man is but little better provided n iih money than a poor 
one. He has, however, his granaries — large excavations in 
the ground, filled with produce exchanged for his flocks 
— and he possesses also flocks for dafly necessities. With 
resources like these, of corn and cattle, the rich man sup- 
ports a family and provides for a great concourse of 
retainers ; he has a tent open to every friend ami to 
every wanderer that presents himself, and a table always 
ready, if one may apply such a term to a pewter dish bend- 
ing under the weight of kids and Iambi, roasted whole and 
stuffed with rice and raisins. This is what is called in the 
Orient, a grand seignior, a rich lord, or a great landed pro- 
prietor. But let the rot attack the flocks and herds of this 
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powerful man, let a river flood his granaries, and what be- 
comes of him ? The same as Job of old ; nothing remains 
but the soil, a possession in this country regarded as of no 
value. I have no doubt that at the present time there is 
more than one Job in the Orient, and if many centuries 
intervene between us and this Biblical type, it may be eaid 
that the great Arab families, to which these types belong, 
substantially preserve their physiognomy intact, and tbat 
none of the metamorphoses common to other people have 
occurred amongst thera. 

I was earnestly and systematically stndying oriental cos- 
tumes, as they presented themaelv^ to me after my arrival at 
Adana, when M. Orta, a Piedmontese doctor, many years 
established in the East, and the possessor of a very fine col- 
lection of antiquities, proposed to me to visit a village of 
f^ahs, situated at the very gates of the town. I was quite 
surprised, for I thought that the fellah was an African pro- 
duct, and encountered only on the banks of the Nile. Doctor 
Orta, seeing me thus deorientized, came to the aid of my 
defective erudition ; he informed me that these fellahs came 
from Egypt, having been transported from that country by 
Ibrahim Tasba. But my surprise was again awakened. 
Scarcely had I reconciled the existence of the fellahs reported 
here by Doctor Orta at the foot of the Taurus, with 
my notions of them obtained from many excellent books, 
when another resident of Adana informed me that the coast 
region between Tarsus and the environs of Beyrout, and 
some of the mountains in the interior, were, or had been. 
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inhabited by millions of feOalis indigenous to Syria. Of what 
acGouut were the few ffllahs cited by the doctor by the side 
of this phalanx of fellahs disseminated over a great portion 
of Syria, and at the expense of the trayellers who allot them 
all to Egypt ! The trnth is, the fellah imjiorted from 
Egypt and the indigenous fellah of Syria bear but little re- 
semblance to each other ; the former are veritable negroes, 
lodgud in great wicker baskets, in which tliey pass their 
days and nights, subject to a chief of their own species, on 
whom they bestow the title of king, his sable majesty being 
distinguished from other mortals by a long red robe, and a 
parasol equally red, which a slave constantly supports above 
his head. What docs this monarch, possess? Kothing. 
What his revenues ? Nothing. His power ? None. What 
do his subjects do ? Nothing. How and with what do they 
support themselve'. ? With fruits and vegetables, growing 
spontaneously around their frail basket tenements. Such 
are the questions I addressed to my guide, and such his an- 
swers. It is difficult to tell what Ibraliim Pasha's motive 
was in dragging this population after him to the frontiers of 
Syria, and placing it there to mcrease and multiply. If 
this was his programme, it was a very simple and unambi- 
tious one ; such as it is, however, the fellahs of Adana liave 
not carried it out, for their number is diminishing day by day. 
The climate does not suit them, and they are accordingly de- 
jected. To people accustomed from earliest infancy to the 
burning caresses of an African sun, even a light east wind ia 
a veritable calamity. 
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As to the other class of Syrian fellahs, of wliich I after- 
ward saw a great number, nothing distinguishes them from 
the indigenous population except the white turbans and the 
clothes they wear. Their origin is unknown, but their esta- 
blishment on the coasts of Syria ascends, probably, to a vei-y 
remote period It is uuneces^aiy to ask why tiftie has not 
sapped the distru-^t which mamtains this race apart from 
other populations of the Onent, a», it is owing to a tenacity 
of opinion and piejndice among onentals l^hlctl surpaiscs 
anything that can be imigined I suppose that a fellah is 
wholly unable to tell why he detests and despises the Arabs 
and Tmks, just as these are equally unable to tell why they 
look contemptuously on the fellali, both parties iviihing eick 
other the gieatcst posuihle misfortunes, and effecting mutual 
injury whenever it can be done with impunity Almost the 
whole of the cultivated soil of Syriii on which the fellahs re- 
side belongs to or is held by them on lease, whilst the indi- 
genous populations scour the country in quest of caravans. 
As always happens in semi-barbarous societies, labor in Asia 
is lightly esteemed, and all idlers, even robbers, regard arti- 
sans and common laborers from the heights of nobihty. The 
arts and ordinary pursuits of life being the peculiar privilege 
of the Greeks and Armenians, agriculture is reserved to the 
fellahs. .Although poor, ignorant, hated and d^pised, the 
fellahs have a grave, mild, melancholy countenance, and I 
cannot believe them to he as ferocious and perfidious as they 
are depicted. Their religion is a mystery, but it must be 
stated that Musauhnan intolerance has constrained all people 
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not Mahometan to practise their rites in secret. The Christ- 
iana alone dare proelaun their doctrines in the face of the 
Mahometans, and they have suffered persecution and martyr- 
dom on account of it. As to the fellahs, they are aecnsed 
by turns of worshipping fire, a fabulous animal, a wooden 
idol, and even nothing at all. 

After my visit to the village of baskets, I paid a visit to 
the pasha of Adana, on whom I depended for protection 
at the moment of entering into the Djaoui^Dag'hda. I was 
once more conscious of having passed from the Orient of the 
Turk to the, Orient of the Arab on filing into the court at 
the bottom of which arose the square tower serving as a 
residence for this high functionary. The Turkish Orient 
bears, alas, but little resemblance to Europe, bnt it is much 
more like it than the Arabic Orient. There is a stamp of 
originality about the latter, both in its luxuriousnes'f and 
misery. Many things are disagreeable, absurd, annoying, 
disgusting ; we are by turns ill at ease, discontented, anx- 
ious, indignant; but then we are differently k<j from what we 
find ourselves elsewhere. So long as there is novelty in it, 
there is certainly some compensation for many inconveniences. 

Nothing eonid be less beautiful and less symmetrical, or 
more uncleanly, than the exterior of the pasha of Adana's 
palace. The large court, of which I have just spoken, in- 
closes on one side his excellency's square tower, and on the 
three remaining aides structures of one story, whose clumsy, 
tasteless forms are in perfect harmony with the purposes to 
which they are devoted, namely, his excelieney's kitchens, 
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stables anlputu Oiip ti t\n pilm trees, their bark in 
shreds in an angle of tlie court fniEi h sf me degree of shade. 
This ill-decorattd iiiclo^ure contained at the time I entered 
it so many pLOjik of such lingular forms features, dress, 
languages and niauner* that I could hire willingly passed 
the whole day m contemplating tlum Here were Arnaut 
soldiers (Albvniins) in short and ample kilts, red gaiters 
embroidered with tinsel, jackets with pendent sleeves, and 
vests glittering with silver and gold, rattling dice on the 
slabs of the pavement, and all seeming equally determined 
not to lose the slightest chance in the game. A little fur- 
ther off stood u Bedouin of the desert, erect by his horse, 
with the bridle on his arm, his body enveloped i:: an.ample 
white mantle, a red and yellow silk caftan covering his Wad 
and half concealing liis proud, swarthy countenance, and 
with a long lauce in bis hand, disdainfully regarding the im- 
patient and covctons players. Along the walls, on the right, 
were magnificent \rabiau horses attached by chains to iron 
rings maerted in the stones stamping and neighing as they 
received the attention of thai Etriptiangi-ooma ; the grooms 
in blue blouees 'mil! and lank in figure, and almost black, 
\et vigorous and intelligent Finally, a little in front of the 
wall on the left uud in a nariow space divided off by a 
wooden pali ade ttood about a dozen men, half covered with 
rags tlieir h inda and fctt in letters and extending tiieir arms 
begging for money. There were among these bandits some 
superb visages and features, snch as Salvator Rosa would 
have greatly prized ; but yet only the strong lines and pow- 
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erful, active expreeaion of bratal passion. I cannot add that 
I found any sign of self-abasement on these countenances. It 
is not enougli to possess a soul, it is necessary to feel the pre- 
sence of this divine guest in order to suffer from its weak- 
nesses, and be cast down, bumbled, and abashed by it. 
Thanks be to God, almost all criminals in western society 
bear on their brows the traces of a more or less recent con- 
flict with their depravity. The very air of triumph which 
often illumines the face of the hardened criminal, is it aught 
but a sign of the reality of the combat f Here it is quite 
otherwise. I regret to say that in this country the good 
man is but the counterpart of the criminal. Human law con- 
demns certain acts, but I suppose the religious law passes 
thSii over in silence, for, if the guilty here are sometimes pun- 
ished physically, they never suffer in reputation. Never in 
any country have I seen so many men put in prison and 
discharged from it with such facility and. indifference. 

To mention only the prisonera confined behind the 
palisade in the pasha's court — they seemed as unconcerned, 
indeed much more so than we who stood there looking it 
them I could not refrain from regarding thfm is men ot a 
nature different frcm that of our own reallv ignsrant of the 
sigmfacation of the woids vice and virtue Stveral times m 
Europe £;reat crmunals have been pouted out to me a^ 
iniapable of compiehending the meanmg tf these tiio words 
But they were misjudged, nobody m Christian society is 
ignoiant ot the diatinction between vice and virtue You 
muit ^o outside of Christunit^ outride of simile natme 
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itself, in the boBom of a ciyiiization almost as ancient as 
Christian civilization, but constructed ou an entirely 
different basis, if jou would search for the strange phe- 
nomenon of a man without a consdence. 

I also noticed a smalt group crouched in a corner of tlie 
court, under a kind of shed projecting over a window. 
These men contrasted both in costume and attitude with 
the rest of this curious assembly. They were ricii Armenian 
merchants, belonging to Adana, who came fur the twentietli 
tune, perhaps, to solicit an audience, which tliey took good 
care never to grant them. The Christian subjects of the 
sultan may not now be in fear of person or property, but the 
sons of former victinis are naturally timid. In seeing their 
black turbans, their long robes, faded and in holes, the 
timorous and humble expression of their countenances, the 
invariable forward curve of the spine, you would believe 
yourself living in the times of confiscation and the bow- 
string. If you demand the cause of their fear, you drive 
them into a panic ; if you tiy to make them comprehend 
that cruelty, injustice, violence and cupidity are as foreign to 
the young sultan's mind as to that of a new-bom child, they 
fail at once into a state of syncope. Everything with them 
is a scarecrow, and the best you can do is to let them quake 
and tremble as they please, lest in making efforts to reassure 
them, you drive them into paroxysms of terror. 

I would willingly have remained a few moments longer in 
this court, but the fi'iends who accompanied mc kept remind- 
ing me that my visit had been announced to the pasha, and 
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that he expected rae, am! that I must of cours^e rnovy 
forward. Having reached the entrance to the vestibule of 
the square tower, it became useless further to witliitand 
their urging. An avalanche of secretaries and suh-secre- 
taries, pipe-Iigliters, coffee-bearers, valets and other digni- 
taries wearing the semi-European costume of Constantinople, 
rushed forward tumultuouslj to receive me. Some seized me 
by the ami, the hem of my dress, or a flap of my cloak, while 
others darted ahead to announce my coming, tlie remnant 
closing the airlkge. behind me, cariying me along as if in a 
whirinmd to the top ot the laddci I have a confu (.d n3ca 
of havmn ttxl ou the feet and hands and eien knees 
of a crowd of sohtitori awaitmg an audicnte who wtre 
strewn about on the steps of the stmcasi , honcvei this 
may be the '-uffcieis doubtless redized that I wa-. fbe^mg 
some othir mipuKc fhiQ my own for I licuid no impreca 
tiODs behiud me so natunl under the en en m stance- and 
which I myself ceitamly nould not iiaic had the iiituc to 
abstai[i tiom 

TVe found the pasha m his audience hall one -ide if 
which pieieed with window-, Mas provided as n&ual with an 
ottoman oi duan stretching along its entire Icn^^th Th s 
seat a round table in the centre of the luom and a chindi 
her suspended from above composed all its furniture (\c \ t 
a small wiiting stand placed on the divan itself aid wit Inn 
reach of the pasha's hand The duan it must be -tittd = 
simply a platform jf boards naiUd tc^ther, and is con 
sidered as an elevation of the flooi and not as a piece of 
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furraturc intended to supply the place of our sofas. Tbej 
seat themselves there on their heels as they would in the 
middle of the apartment, it being held impossible to take any 
seat whore you cannot wait or maintain yourself in a stand- 
ing position. I have in my house on my farm in Asia Minor 
a number of rush-bottomed chairs, sent to me from Milan. 
In the early days of my residence in Turkey, I was impru- 
dent enough to offer one to a very corpulent bey, who came 
to pay his respects to me. You may imagine my fright, 
when I saw him raise his robe, in order to execute a very 
difficult movement, and place hia big foot on my delicate 
chair ! The poor bey, on hearing a very significant snap, 
was quite astonished ; he accordingly withdrew his foot, and 
seated himself on the floor. Since that time, it is an estab- 
IL^ed belief in this region that the Franks are incom- 
parably lighter than the Turks, since they are in the habit 
of seating themselves on furniture which the weight of a Turk 
dislocate. That the mode of seating oneself goes for 
anything in this particular, is something that nobody 
dreams of. 

The pasha of Adana was very polite ; he seemed intelli- 
gent and well informed. I think he has travelled ; he 
speaks Trench, and likes to entertain foreigners. With me 
he was perfectly amiable. There is always something 
peculiar in the manners of men like this pasha., whose educa- 
tion and customs are entirely different from our own. They 
have a way of questioning those .they converse with, which, 
to say the least, is slightly embarrassing. Scarcely had I 
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seated myself in the place of honor, which the pasha obliged 
me to occupy, and responded to the usual compliments on my 
arriyal, the length of my stay, and my departure, when the 
pasha put the following questions to me, one following fast 
upon the other: "What do you think of Rnssia, in its 
future relations to the East ? How long do you imagine 
the present form of government in France will be main- 
tained ? Do you suppose that the reyolutionary movement 
in Europe is really and permanently arrested ?" I tried, 
unsuccessfully, to evade and then to decline the oracular 
position which he assigned me ; it was in vain that I 
insinuated that such grave and complex questions could not 
be disposed of in a moment. Without heeding my fruitless 
objections, the pasha invariably repeated the same queries. 
I finally took my position, and assuming a confident tone, 
replied with a few conventional platitudes, to which the 
pasha listened attentively, appearing to be charmed with the 
clearness and profundity of my thoughts. 

We finally touched upon matters of less serious import, 
and among others, of the time I proposed giving to my 
journey to Jerusalem ; the pasha then learned that I 
intended to make this journey by land. He seemed much 
alarmed at my determination, appearing to regard it as the 
height of imprudence. "For," said he, "between Adana 
and Alexandrctta, you arc obliged to cross a portion of the 
Djaour-Daghda, which, to say nothing of the Arabs who 
infest the passes of the Lebanon, is, in respect to the terror 
it inspires, in no way inferior to the worst sections of the 
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desert. But why can you not go by seaf" he repeated 
constantly. It occurred to me then to inquire, if, in case I 
abandoned tie inland route, and decided to act upon his 
Eug'gestioa, I should be able to find a steamer at Tarsus 
to transport me to Jaffa. The thought was a fortunate 
one. The pasha turned to his secretaries, confidants, and 
subordinates in general, all of whom shook their heads. 
After a few moments' consultation with them, and a discus- 
sion, which took place in Arabic, his excellency ended by 
confessing that the steamers' transits were very irregular, 
that Tarsus was not an ichdk,* that there might be a 
chance for a passage in the course of a month, and quit* 
possibly one might not occur for three months. 

He now proposed that I should embark on a sailing 
vessel ; but his advisers opposed this, stating that the 
wind ia the gulf blew from every quarter of the nniverae, 
and they furnished such a list of terrible shipwrecks which 
occurred the winter before, that the amiable pasha ended 
where he oiight to have begun, by assuring me that if I were 
really desirous of being at Jerusalem by Easter, it was 
necessary that I should get there by land. 

One point still remained to be adjusted. I was about to 
traverse the terrible Djaour-Daglida ; the die was cast, and 

* A figurative term (ladder) given W» the oriental and some of the 
Barbary porta of the Mediterranean sea. Tiie term is derived from 
tlie Tnrk Iskele, a kind of jetty or wharf, constmcted on piles, to 
receive merchandise landed from vessels. — Deiobry and Bachelet. — 
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there was no appeal , all now remammg ^as tc taci. the 
ditigei The pasha haiing spoken to im of th hey of the 
mountain ai of a man whom he Knew and partit-ulaily 
esteemed I thougjht I might with propriety request a few 
lines of introduction to him I obtimLil them and I had 
moreover to accept from him an escort of tnentj men 
One of my Adana fnendb sabsequentlj procured me a second 
epistle from a merchant to whom the bey waa undei a tiu 
ety of obhgations I now considered mybclf sife liom every 
mishap Having token leave of the amiable pasha I 
returned to my lodgings and piepared for my departure 
which tooli place on the lollowing morning 

In an oriental town a departure as well as an ariival is 
an affair of eonaideralile impoitanee — it produces a state of 
ewitement throUj^hout the cntne community Cur ositj it 
first then that sentiment of hospitality which no one would 
daie to conceal , finallv custom transforms for the moment 
evcrj traveller however insignificant m himself inti a soit 
of idol to which too great homage cannot be paid Every 
house IS open to him everv coffee-pot is on the fire not a 
jai of sweetmeats that is not summoned to plaj its part in 
the testis e nelcjrae I will not dwell on the proportions 
respectively of ostentation custom and genuine benevolence 
because it would be difficult to do so as thcst varj between 
one place and another But it is eortam that a traveller in 
the Orient does not ftel hmself a stranger in a placi 
he visits fur the first time and m which he miy have 
no fnends or acquaintances I have said that all doors are 
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pen to him— th re is even more Perhats heaits are so 
hkcnise I ut [.ursc aie so most positively Mo e tlian odcb 
it has hapi cned to me to exhaust the sum with wh ch I 
calculated to lea h the re idence of a 1 ^nl^ei befoie I had 
a^-comphshc 1 half the distance to it "What could I do in 
Euiope in simdai eiicum&t am.es >■ I shonld I-e ilhged to 
halt and write to the banker on ythDm I had a letter of 
credit and duect bim to forward fund's to the spot fiom 
which my letter might be d^patthed In tlio Ba-t how 
ever owii« to the irregularity and delajs of postal commu 
n cat on a ttopi affe of this kmd might be prol Dnged dur ng 
several months I was never sul lected to such a dthj for 
among the querir'. put to me by ny hc=!ts and mimerjus 
trends everjwheie this one has raiely been foigotten 
Hdie JDU any need ct m nej And when I answered 

m the affiimative I siw no lon^ faces darken before 
me No the tenders of my kind hosts v-ere no lam 
forms of politeness money was offeiel and brought 
with the -wme torn, of voce and with unchanged connte 
nance It is not neee s>ary to state that '^uch sums weie 
liom]tly reluuled but w!o«as th re t asire my h sts 
that that v, ouH ) e the ca e ^ * 

* Once— it was m a village m the Lebanon, where I had been 



delamed for more than a, fortnight bj a 



icideula— a monk 



of the Carmelite ordtr happening to be pasdng by, asked me « 
did not continue my journey. I replied that, having expended 
money, during this unexpected delay, which was to last me in g 
to Homs, where funds awaited me, I had been obliged to wri 
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When I departed from Adana, the goide who led the 
caravan bad already passed the houses on the outskirts, 
before the last horseman of my escort emerged from the 
courtyard of my hotel. It is easy to see that we formed 
a procession of a very imposing character, and doubtless 
a highly satisfactory spectacle to the people of the town, 
who pressed upon our flants. Eyevy person I had knowa 
during my sojourn in Adana, all who had come from Tarsus 
to see me, expressed a desire to accompany me a certain 
distance outside the city. And when we add to this crowd 
the pasha's escort and our own earavau of luggage, servants 
and travellers, the reader will comprehend how we happened 
to absorb the attention of the largest portion of the inhabi- 
tants. 

And here I hG.ve a confession to make. A departure 
is never gay; notwithstanding the short period of my sojourn 

order to have money forwarded to ma from that town. The reverend 
father waa returning from Tripoli, where he had been to obtain a few 
hundred piasters. Ho drew them from a bag which was attached to 
hia saddle, and handed them to me. " My convent," said he, " is a 
few paces from this. Myself and mj brethren can wait more easily 
in our cells than you in your tenta. On reaching Homs, remit the 

sum to ." He gave me instructions how to direct it to him, 

and went on hia way. Several times I have e!:poricnced like mani- 
festationa of confidence — ^from a merchant, a Turk, a Frank, and 
even an Armenian. Was this confidence extended to me perBOiially? 
No. It waa to the traveller, the gueat, every inhabitant of a 
town considering the stranger who happena to be there, a guest. 
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in Aiiaoa, and tlie recent date of my new friendships, I 
regretted leaving the little world of wMcb I bad been the 
centre for a weelc, and parting from people who hail 
neglected their own affairs, in order tu render my stay 
amongst them pleasant and agreeable. I was not alone in 
experiencing these regrets, fur those who inspired them felt 
them also. Bnt I conld read in the faces of my friends 
something more than sadness ; I remarked an expression of 
concern, especially vi hen one or two of them happened to 
exchange a few words aside with my guides. As to the 
latter, they could not have exhibited a graver or more 
sombre expression had they been accompanying a convoy of 
criminals to execution. I confess, then, that I began to be 
afraid. Everybody trembled for me, and I reproached 
myself for obstinacy in thus compromising not alone my own, 
but the existence of a cherished being — of a child — who had 
no one but myself to protect and defend her 1 If, at this 
moment, any among the group around had proposed to 
return, I believe I would have accepted the proposition 
with transport. But who knows what is passing in onr 
neighbor's breast ? Whilst I was indulging in these timid 
reflections, my companions were probably deploring my 
temerity. The people following me finally stopped at an old 
decayed tree, which marks the limit of all excursions of this 
kind. We pressed each other's hands ; the affecting forms 
of adieu and the accompanying hopes and wishes of which 
the orientals are so prodigal, and which are so readily 
imitated, were exchanged and repeated by ns all ; " God 
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bless you and brin^ you back 1" " May He prescrye you iu 
peacii and in health!" " May He reniipr you happy with 
tho e you love I Mij oui eyes -igani behnld y u I 

May tiic Hoinl sf your voice agim lejoicp out hearts I 
They finally turne 1 ttc i horses heads northwaid to the 
town we tuineii ouis to the south and to solitule A 
mist eaveloped the coantiy far around us enshrouding the 
po its to whch we were respectiyelj proceedmg Those 
who left us knew beftrehand what the mist cDucealed frim 
then light — city home and family We on the contriry 
were proj,ressing +o the unknown — whj hould a misty veil 
hin^ Dvei it ? 
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It was not long before the excitement of travel, with its 
varied impressions, banished the regrets growing out of my 
sojourn in Adana. We had just passed the frontiers of the 
Djaour-Daghda, and were climbing the last range of hills 
that separated us from the Gulf of Alexandrctta, when a 
troop of women and children appeared at the extreme limit 
of our horizon, here diminishing by the opening of a valley, 
the first grades of which we were about to descend, and the 
depth of which the eye could not penetrate. We soon 
learned the object of this gathering, which was calculated iu 
no respect to excite our alarm. The families of a group of 
mountaineers encamped with their flocks in a ncigliboring 
valley, their fathers and husbands being on a foray, came 
to present us their compliments. We made every sign of 
acknowledgement for their kindness, and after distributing 
a few piasters among the benevolentrlooking old women, pro- 
ceeded on our journey, to the great regret, it seems, of one 
of this class, who cherished a hope of obtaining some pieces 
of old linen. It gave me considerable trouble to make this 
old woman understand that I had no time to stop and search 
my kggage for this coveted commodity ; like a trne orieu- 
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talist, I thonght that money supplied the place, if not of 
every good the earth possesses, at least of every good that 
can be bought or sold Ihe worthy woman on whont 1 tried 
baid to mipress this conviLtion, replied, that it was useless 
to give money to her , that she should never be without 
enongh to buy breid but that she should always lack oppor- 
tumtiei) to satisfy her taste for old linen, 

A few pM es furthei on we encountered a group of about 
twentj lior tmen toleiibly equipped and mounted, and com- 
manded by a tall man u one of those ample red coverings 
cut after the ?tjle of our shawK and whith are worn by tlie 
Kurds of thp bouth The chief of our estort and the per- 
sonage clad a la Kurde eichangcd salutations like true com- 
panions in arms. Our captain presented the civalier to me, 
introducing him by the name and title ot Dede-Bey, lieuten- 
ant of Mustuk-Bey, Prmce of the Mountain , he had been 
apprised of our passage through the piince's territory, and 
appeared there to offei his own and the services of his com- 
mand, engaging to msme oui arrival at the residence of 
Prince Mustnk, his master, without let or hmdrance of any 
description. Nothing lemained now but to thank the lieu- 
tenant, which I did to the best of my dbility DedS, how- 
ever, was altogether too grand a peisonage to lead the small 
escort he brought me Addressing a short allocution to the 
soldiers, with a view to impress on their minds the duties 
which my position as a triveller, and the honor of the inha- 
bitants of the Djaour Daghda imposed on them — interested 
m they were in securing to me full piotection while travers- 
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ing thia dangerous teiTitorj— he dialled tliem to conduct me 
to the residence of the great Bey Mustuk, and ended by 
eajing that he had no doubt but tUat they would execute 
this chaise witli the strictest fidelity and punctuality. After 
thus admonishing his little anny, D6c!6 put one of his officers 
in command, and then mounting his steed, turned and disap- 
peared amidst a labyrinth of rocks. 

The scene of this encounter unpressed me with its pictur- 
esque aspect. It is called the Gate of Shadows. This gate 
consists of an ancient triumphal arch, the rains of which fig- 
ure admirably m the lindscape, using is they do from the 
bottom of a ravme whose iich vegetation contrasts with the 
bairen decljvitj along which the descent i3 n^^de to it. The 
trees that smrnund the Gate of Shadows are sufficiently 
dense to nearly cxdnde the sun's direct rays, allowing only a 
few pale reflections to strike on its Tencrable proportions. 
Fiom the summit of the hills which mclose this ravine, the 
view c\tendb to the bjnan Gnlt with its bke waves break- 
ing on the beach in the distance The prospect is magnifi- 
cent especially for those whose eyes have been confined to 
the depressmg ludnspiciuu^ shadows cf the defiles in the 
Djiour D ighda 

We had now before us a short distance to accomplish in 
Older to reach the seashore and our rocky paths were soon 
exchanged foi the fine smooth sand of the beach. The 
atmosphere was cleai and the sky blue except on approach- 
ing the east where it faded into a golden tinge. Not a 
ripple broke the surface of the sea, and we could easily 
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h fish playiDg m the talra trinsjnrent watu Oui 
horses tock sfrpat delight m ruing tn tie level strind and 
in dipping tte i feet in tlie froth tf the surf It acemi, to 
me IS if our Europeaa neie dumb bj the aide of Aiabua 
hoibes TIiB httei pavsess a complete laii^uajft, with which 
to express i vanety nt emotion-., -vihether tliey gieet a 
beloved iH'i5ter with gentle nei^hings oi whme after a mate 
Imgenng m a neighboiing pasture or provoke thiough 
savage uies a i val to bittle On this occasion our huistb 
niively expressed the sentiment whith the favorable ispect 
of nature around us awakened in them It was a pleasure 
to see them prancmg neigl ng and luhaimg the an thr jugh 
then veimilion nostnls cuiving the r long nmnes and trem 
blingly leteivc the caresses of tht t>ea breeze Fully sharing 
the sitisfaction of these noble animals wo had in a few 
moments almost forgotten the fatigue of sia. weeks ot tiavel, 
when we ivere diveited trom our agreeable reeicition by 
the distant sounds of barbaious music the shnll tones of 
sundiy fifea and shepherds pipes mingling themselves with 
the dull thumping of drums and tambounncs The musi 
Cians soon came in ^u^ht fiilkwed by a band of moun- 
taineers en active seivice thit is to say engiged m 
inlestmg the distiiLts of the ^'reat trivelled routes Iheso 
nomidn, iiarnnrs weie infoimed of our pa^si^'c and 
had come actoidingly to wish us i pleasant | jurnei and 
hkewise tc invito as to piitake of their refre hmcrts A 
refusal would have been consideied iiidf.coious To dumDunt 
and enrrender our horses to the guardianship of these impet- 
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uoas liosts, and seat ourselves on tlie gia.-.s md displi\ oni 
provisions with theirs, was but the work of a few moments A 
social meal with a marauding party !>< one ot tiio'^e fortunate 
occurrences which the seeker for adventures and excitement 
can only enjoy in the Orient. The mountameeis resisted all 
our attempts to induce them to pirtake of onr praviMon, 
the obligations of hospitality forbiddmg it , if thrj give us 
milk, cheese, barley cakes, and oranges, it wis because we 
were their guests ; our character ^s Bn<h pretluding them 
from accepting anything whatever fiom ua After the 
repast came the siesta. It was very hot, the sun dartmg its 
fiercest rays upon our heads. The mountameei s withdrawing! 
some distance off, to enable us to take seme lepase we all 
stretched ourselves on the ground, and eai.h in the shadow of 
a bush ; as for myself, I placed myself by my daughter's side, 
and for a. time tried to resist sleep, but it was not long 
before fatigue, overcoming me, brought on a state of semi- 
unconsciousness, and I lost myself. On opening my eyes, I 
noticed with much satisfaction that our hosts were atten- 
tively keeping guard, for, in concert with our escort, they 
were busy watching our horses and luggage. I jndged it 
prudent, however, to resume my journey and to separate 
ourselves from these peculiar entertainers. Distributing 
some pieces of money among the troop, we at length set 
out, accompanied with a unanimous benediction. 

It was toward sunset when we came in sight of the 
mountain, which gives the name of Djaour-Daghda to the 
group over which it presides. The aspect of the country 
5* 
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we wcio now joarneymg over, recilled to irnnd some of 
tie green Intunoiis dibtrict^ of England Oa our light 
stretched the 'sei, its fuiegionnd gilded with the last laja 
of the setting sun and its hine expinse on either ?ide Tdled 
bj the coming shadons of night, while on out left and 
before ns arose the veidant summit of the Djiuui Daghda 
its ronnded flanks dotted with numberless villages Earely 
m fejna do the coasts of the sea rise perpendicularly , here, 
as eLewhcie m simhi diatiitts graceful undnlatnns separ 
rite the mountains from the iiiaTt,B at then hasn the spaif 
betwern resembling one of the blight valleTs of bwitzHr- 
land The Tillage of Bajaz, the bej s rc'iidence was 
concealed flom our view bj clusters of gigantic tiees bound 
togethei by festoons of the -wild gripe capnciously intei 
laopd All around it was calm smiling and sertnc Tiiik 
Img bells here and there indicated the return of flocks to 
then fold'i while surae lingermg biackbids 'ikipped from 
branch to branch as if they were joyous revellers ftom 
protracted sport'i appaientlj seeking their homes with 
unceitain steps , lovts cooed plaintively amid the grand 
old brarichci while the eai now and then caught the first 
notes of the evemng snn^ of the nightingale 

On turning a path lined with green hedges wo suddenly 
found ourselves at the entrance of an megularly 'ihaped 
court on the further side of whith appeared an edihce 
of a very ordinaiy chaiicttr This was the lesidence of 
the bey and the be^ himself stood at the eatrance of his 
dwelling to leceive us Hiswekjme was eveiything that 
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could bb desire 1 1 ^ i& fortunate enoi ^ii to c btai i penm,* 
sion to letue to my awn tent But the ^seatliei jio ed 
nnfavoitble to mf> it raoed t.o heavily dunug tlie ngiit 
that nther than ubmit to a charge of ecccntncity 
I concluded to shelter myself under a board roof I 
greatly feared beino condemned to lodgmgs withiu the 
h-urcm tte bey howeiei hke a man of 'fciise divined mj 
thoiit,ht'- and placed a lar^e apaitment ot his own at my 
ilLposal infoiming me at the same tmie that his wives 
w )uld receive and return my vi iti, wbeaever it would be 
most cOQvetiient to myself Once issured ot the freedom 
ofmymoicmpita I to k pjs es&ion tf my d micile and then 
io t no OFpoitnnitj which this ocli ion fierel for htu lying 
that life ot the haiem of whch my wjoim with the Afufti 
of Tcherkess gave me such m anpltaiant ilea The haiem 
beint, one of the miit mysterious of Turkish institutions it 
will not bi coii'i dered amisa to refer to the subject agam 

The term harem den tos a comjlex and many-sided 
object There it the harem of the (.ooi man that of the 
miille classes and that of the rich and powerful there 
la the har m of the prDvinces of the tap U\ "t the country 
and tf the c ty there is the harem of the yonng man 
and that of the old , of the piona Mussuhnan regiett ng the 
audent r^me, and that of the free thinking, skeptical Mus- 
sulman, affecting reforms, and wearing the moderu frock coat. 
Each of these harems has its own manners, customs, peculiar 
character, and degree of importance. The least striking, 
the one that approaches the nearest to a Christian home. 
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is the harem of the poor inhabitant of the country. Forced 
to labor in the fields and in the kitchen, to lead flocks to 
pasture, and to go from village to village, in order to find a 
market for produce, the peasant's wife is not a prisoner within 
the walls of the harem ; and even though (which does not 
often happen) the conjugal dwelling has two apartments, 
whereof one is conventionally net apart for women, men arc 
not rigorously excluded from it. It is rare that the peasant 
has two wives, which happens only in extraordinary circutn- 
etances, for example, when some hired man, domestic, or 
other inferior, marries his master's widow, an event which 
only takes place when the woman is too far advanced in 
years to aspire to a more brilliant match. Thanks to this 
marriage, the inferior finds himself a little richer than before, 
and after a few years of conjugal fidelity, and perceiving 
that time has travelled faster for his wife than for himself, 
he takes advantage of his good fortune to procure another 
wife, and a companion more agreeable to his taste. I scarcely 
know other polygamic peasants than those who, in early life, 
have thus allied themselves to old women of property. 

Setting aside this exception, the hou h 11 f th Tn k' h 
peasant resembles that of the Christian pe ant and I am 
sorry to add, that the former would of n e a a n 1 1 
for the latter. With equal iidelity, the 1 antage 
favor of the Turk, for his fidelity is th r npo, ed o 
him by civi! nor religious law, nor b j H p n n 
by loCal manners, customs, and usages ; h 1 i to t simj y 
through the goodness of his own natnr to wh h any dea 
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f ciusini, giief to hL ass3c ate * 11 1 h lepi^mnt 
Ivor again doeb he, ly ill tieatment or even 1 y 1 id 
humor ccmpe! her to purchase that [rmlcge whicli he 
his the n^ht to deprive her of — that uf being mLatro^ 
in her twn h'>use neier does he by makinf, hei mi er 
able compen ite himself for the rcstrau t to whcl he 
IS biibject on her account These arc cravei tcwaillv 
proceedings from which hit simple and fjenerou"* saul 
utterly recoils In the Onent the tiadititn of femimi e 
woaknesB is not ipgaided is i myth the reiject due 
to the feeble from the stiong still leceivea aeinu? con 
sileration Woman being so regarlel eveiythmg or 
almost everythmg la conceded to her To get angry 
without a cause not to have common sense to talk 
inconsiBtently to do just the opposite of what sheiaastcl 
to do an I especially what she is oideied t lo to labor 
only when it pleises her to spend her husbands money 
at her own caprice to complain without rhyme oi leason — 
all these are her ackiio?v ledged pnvilegci Bj virtue if 
what law or of wl it institution through the effect durect 
or indirect of what custom or prmcule does she enjoy 
these priTileges^ The law iinendeis and custcm cm 
demns her defeicelets to the capiice of her lord aid 
master mans goodness if heart hi tendcrnc "i hisnitural 
geneiDsitj it is whchhere as^iures to wrman an almn t ibio 
lute freedom from responsibility. 

The Turkish peasant cherishes his companion as parent 
and as lover ; never does he knowingly or willingly oppose 
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her thtre is no (.i Jv al 3u to i 1 1 li Lb will not cl rpituUj 
submit thiough loie for ber Womei giow old eiilj in 
tliia climd,te ualu the mflueuces ol coaise unliealtl y diet 
and fteqaent confinemetita the dan^era of nhiuh neither irt 
nsr science diminiihes Man on the eontiary bettei con ti 
tuted for piivatious ind fitigne enjoys in almct perennial 
youth Nothing is less lare than a Teneral le man of eighty 
and upwaid sniiounded bv httle children who are his own 
flesh and bbod In pite i.f this di pioportion between 
men and women a union contracted at the yery gates of 
infancy i seldom if ever dissolved e\cept by death I have 
seen women oil decrepit infirm and hideous led coftifoited 
aid adoied by hue oil men with long flowing sUvery 
betrds itrong serene ejes anl as eiect af mountain firs 

" Yon must love your hosband," I obseiTcd one day to a 
blind, paralytic old woman, whom her husband, one of those 
fine-looking old men just spoken of, brought to me, in the 
hope that I might do something to restore her s^ht and 
strength. The old woman approached on a donkey, sitting 
astride of it, her husband walking alongside and holding the 
bridle. He finally raised her in his arms, placed lier on a 
bench before my door, and surrounded her with a pile of 
cushions, with all the solicitude of a loving, tender mother 
for a helpless child. " Yon must love yonr husband vei7 
much," I said to the poor, blind creature. 

" I should like to be able to see well 1" she replied. 

I looked at the old man ; there was a mournful smile on 
his eounteuance, but no trace of wounded feeling. 
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"Poor woman I" he remarked, passing the back of his 
hand OTer his own eyes, "her blindness makes her very 
unhappy ; she cannot get used to it. But you will make 
her see again, won't you, Btssadie V 

As I shook my head, and was abont to protest my ina- 
bility to aid her, he touched a fold of my dress and made me 
a sign, to keep silent. 

" Have you any children ?" I then asked hun. 

" Alas I I had one once, but it is dead a long time 
ago." 

" And how does it happen that you have never taken 
another wife, stronger and more healthy, who might have 
borne yon more children V 

" Ah, that's easily answered ; but that would have grieved 
that poor creature there, which would have prevented rae 
from being happy witji another wife, even with children. 
Don't you see, Bessadee, we cannot have everything in this 
world. I have one wife, and I have loved her for over forty 
years, and I will not take another." 

The man who said this was a Turk, His wife was as 
much his property as a piece of furniture ; nobody would 
have blamed him, no law would have punished him, if he had 
made use of some violent proceeding to rid himself of this 
useless burden. In a case like this, one m^ht confine himself 
to speculate as to his motives in acting in this manner. 
Fortunately, the character of the Turkish people corrects 
that which is odious in its customs. There is in the 
compoHtion of the Tm-k, a preciooa reserve of goodness, 
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gentleiie ind wmp] tj anl i rema kiHe it t a t of 
lespect for what is beautiful and ot commi emtioa f r 
tho feeble This iiif,tmLt has rtaiated ^ul -nill cnutmue 
to resist we trust for a Ion? time the mfluence of dele 
tenoua lUbtitutioiis exclusiyely ba'icd ou the n^ht^, of | ower 
and egoism In older to cnmprehenl the Tuiks gentleun s 
and ealmneai it is necessary to observe the j ei antry of 
Ottoman ongm either in the ield« at the fairs and marl ots 
or on the sills of their coffee houses — with them crop' suw 
ing, reaping, the price of barley, their families, are invari- 
ably the subjects of conversation, No one is noisy, nobody 
carries his pleasantry, jokes or gibes so far as to wound, or 
even to fatigue his companions ; nobody indulges in those 
coarse and blasphemous expressions which the people of 
other countries are prone to. Is it to edncation they owe 
this delicate reserve, these manners at onee so simple anil 
so noble ? No : they are natural characteristics. Nature 
has been prodigal to the Turkish people. But these gifts 
which they derive from her, their institutions tend only 
to impair ; in projiortion as we recede from the classes 
amongst which the primitive character is preserved, as we 
penetrate the circle of the hoitrgemsk, or enter still liigher 
regions, vice appears ; it is vice which grows, diffuses itself, 
and finally reigns supreme. We have just seen the good 
instincts of the Turkish nation as they are visible amongst 
the peasantry ; we must now study the influence of the 
deplorable constitution of the Mussulman family in the supe- 
rior classes. It is e'^pecially among the middle classes of 
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Turkish society, in the region of servile imitations proyoked 
by the example of the nobility, that this baneful influence is 
most easily judged by its resahs. 

Let us enter the harem of a bourgeois, or, the same thing, 
of a email country gentleman. And beforehand, let the 
privileged lady who visits this melancholy spot be imdei no 
illusion, but prepare herself to overcome much that is repug- 
nant to her. Imagine a. stracture, separated from the house 
properly so called, where the master receives his guests, and 
where only the male servants are allowed to lodge. The 
exit from this building leads generally throngh a vast shed, 
filled with all sorts of dirt, and where chickens roost upon 
every description of rubbish ; from which a wooden stair- 
case, with decayed and disjointed steps, leads to the upper 
apartments, consisting of a large vestibule and four chambers 
opening into it. One of these chambers is reserved for the 
master of the establishment, wlio lives there along with the 
favorite of the hour, the others being occupied by the 
remainder of what is here called the family. Women, 
children and guests of the female sex, with the slaves of the 
master or mistress, compose the population of the harem. 
In the East, there are no beds properly so called, nor rooms 
specially set apart for repose ; during the day great elothes- 
- presses contain heaps of mattresses, coverlets and pillows, on 
which, when evening comes, the inhabitants of the place 
draw at will, each one making her bed on the floor wherever 
she pleases, and retiring to rest without undressing. When 
a room is filled, the overplus establish themselvca elsewhere, 
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and it ill the looms are encumbered the hteat iiivUs 
rotreit tj the vestibule or stallL^se To Eunpean eye& 
tlieie IS nothmg more oflfensiTe when moriimg come than 
the aspect of these ladies die^hed m the previous daj's 
attire rumpled and creased as it is by presture on the 
mattress or hy the inejiuUr movementa of 'ilnmber 

As the prime ohject of the heid of a Tuikiah family is to 
have the greatest possible numher of children, everything in 
domestic life is subordinate to it. If a woman remains two 
or three yearb without conceiving, the is at once dismissed, 
and her spoa-^e supplies her place with a more fruitful com- 
panion. ISoboily IS disturbed by the reRiets or by the 
jealousy of the poor, discarded wife , but it is well to add 
that if inbtcad of weeping and bobbing, she takes it mto her 
head to dispose of her tival by anj mean'., howevei foul, 
nobodi concerns him'-elf about the matter I believe, ac 
eoidmgly, that thcie are nowhere mure degraded cieatures 
than the wives of the middlc-cliss Turks Their abasement 
betrays itselt on their countenances It is not easy to 
loim an opimon of their beauty, for their cheeks, lips, eye- 
brows and border^ of the eyelids are disfigured with thick 
layeis of pamt, apjihed without regard either to taste or to 
quantity , then flgnies appeal defoimed, on account of the 
ridiculous manner in which their garments are cat, and their 
hair IS replaced by the hair of the goat, dyed in a daik 
orange coloi The espression of then faces is a compound 
of stupidity, gross sen^uahty, hypocrisy and msensihility 
Of principles of morahty or religion, theie is no trace 
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Their children keep them busy and at the same time annoy 
them ; they take care of them, because they regard them aa 
a stepping-stone to the favor of their lord and master, but 
any thought of maternal duty is foreign to them ; proofs of 
this are apparent in the frequency with which abortions are 
effected by these women, without concealment, wheneycr a 
birth does not happen to accord with their views. 

About a fortnight before my departure for Angora, the 
chief of an association of dervishes, established in a small 
town a short distance from my residence, came to see mc, to 
request a prescription for his daughter, who was attacked 
with certain disorders, which seemed to me to be so many 
eymptoma of pregnancy. I stated my opinion to the veuerar 
ble applicant, who answered me with a benign smile, that 
his daughter did not wish to be pregnant. " Be that 
as it may," I replied, " if she is so, she must conform to 
her situation." " Impossible, my dear lady," responded the 
old man ; " her husband has gone into the army, and 
my daughter is resolved to have no more cliildren until he 
returns." I made the dervish believe that I could not com- 
prehend him. The old man appeared to be embarrassed ; 
he scratched his ear, and began to repeat his explanations, 
when one of my people, following him and acting as our 
interpreter, addressed the old man with an an- of contempt : 
"Didn't I tell yon not to speak with my mistress on .such 
matters? The Christians of the West do not interfere 
in these affairs, and do not wish to do so." These words 
baving enlightened me, I assured the old man that he was 
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losing time, und that lio might aa well ask for so much 
poison. I had considerable trouble, however, in getting rid 
of him. He always returaed to his main argument, that his 
sou-io-law had joined the army, afErming, besides, that his 
daughter's resolution was known to, and approved of by her 
husband. Fortunately for him, and perhaps for myself, the 
worthy father did not comprehend a word of my discourse ; 
he accordingly left me, bestowing his benediction on me, 
assuring me of his warmest friendship, and begging me 
to reflect upon the request which he had just addressed 
to me. These transactions occur every day, and disturb the 
conscience of nobody. 

If mothers manifest no genuine tenderness for their 
children, the latter concern themselves very little about it. 
The boys regard their mothers as servants ; tlicy order them 
about, and make no scmjjle of scolding them, on account of 
their indolence and negligence ; I do not know if they 
always confiue tliemselves to words. As to modesty, that 
youthful garb of innocence, it exists neither in children nor 
in those that surround them ; the women all dress and 
undress in the presence of their young sons, and hold the 
ii^eest discourse in their hearing. Children, despise their 
mothers, and this promiscuous life, which renders respect for 
parents impossible, often creates the dreadful passions which 
stimulate them. The rivah'y for power viith which the 
mothers are agitated, is a source of animosity, envy, ill- 
humor, pride and anger for their children. " My mother is 
the handsomest 1 Mine is the richest 1 Mine is the 
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youngest I Mine was bom at Constantinople I" Sucli are 
the boasts which children make, when there arises a desire 
in their breasts to humiliate those whom they call brothers ! 
A man with the pure ideas and affections of a Christian, 
would be an object of compassion in the bosom of such a 
family ; hut he would not expose himself to such an awk- 
ward dilemma. The Turk who has never travelled beyond 
his own province, who knows no other society than the 
society based on Mussulman institutions, who holds it as an 
article of faith, that nothing is good or beautiful outside his 
own conntrj, laws and usages, who regards every man of 
a religion other than his own as an unclean beast — the Turk 
of the middle classes is contented with the corruption that 
Burronnds him, and entertams no strong love for anybody. 
He is also violent and cruel in other respects than neg- 
atively. Provided his meals are ready at the appointed 
honr, he demands no more of even Divinity itself. Hia 
children are dear to him, but if they die, he only thinks 
of filling the void by replacing them. Do his wives suffer in 
body or spirit ?— perhaps he lai^hs, or perhaps he remains 
in a state of indifference. Profoundly ignorant, not even 
knowing that countries exist where the cultivation of the 
arts and of literature fills up and charms man's hours of 
leisure, for him there is nothing hut sensnal pleasures and 
repose, which he prolongs and varies as much as possible by 
the use of opium, hasheesh, brandy and tobacco. The 
charms of conversation are a sealed book to him ; he speais 
in order to demand or prescribe what he has need of, then 
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he is silent, and all others maintain silence aroand him, 
not having even the resource of Lstening to an on dit. 
When one of his wives loses the freshness of youth, when, by 
any other cause, she ceases to please him, he abstains from 
summoning her to him, and soon forgets her existence. If, 
at the bazaar, he diancea on an attractive female slave, 
he purchases her, takes her to liia house, and proclaims her 
his favorite. She may possibly be an Idiot, a glutton or a 
thief ; he does not know ; but what matter — he is no victim 
of illosioos. How could he be, or why ? He knows 
well that the young woman whom lie folds in his ai-ms 
entertains for him nothing bat hatred and disgust ; he 
knows well that she would gladly bury a poignard in his 
heart to obtain the sum of ten piasters ; he knows well that 
his own love is simpl) a tiansicut fever Could this be 
otherwise with Mm ? Can theie be elsewhere other women 
other loves, other emotion-:, other le^hties? — he is not curious 
to be enlightened He is ignorant of internal joy, of the 
meffable joys of <!elf-«ai.rifice >evei has he made a confes- 
sion to his own injury and siid to himself : " I have been 
faithful to truth 1' Never has he preterred the gratification 
of another to his own, and said to himself : " I have been 
faithful to my affections I" Never has he regarded death 
as the dawn of an effulgent light, the dawn of a cloudless 
and eternal day. And yet this man believes himself happy ! 
Is he more so than the commonest be^ar, to whom it has 
been given in this life to know what it is to love, to make 
sacrifices, to believe and to wait ? 
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The family of the man of wealth, of the noble, of the Turk 
of ConBtantinopJe, who has mingled in the society of Franks, 
or who has visited Europe, does not present the same spec- 
tacle of immoraUtj and naive turpitude ; — but, alas 1 save a 
few exceptions, and far between, silk and brocade still cover 
a hideous skeleton. The ladies of the first-class harems do 
not wear a week or a month at a time the same rumpled and 
soiled costume ; every morning, on leaving their sumptuous 
conches, they throw aside the garments of tlie previous day, 
and replace them with a new attire. Their robes, their 
trowsers, and then- scarfs are of Lyonnese fabric, and 
although the European manufacturers send to the East only 
the refuse of theu- productions, this refuse has, nevertheless, 
a very fine effect when it envelops the magnificent form of 
one of the Georgians or Circassians, with whom these harems 
are peopled. But of what value are appearances, so long as 
the glittering reality is not the less repulsive ? 

One word iu relation to the two races which represent to 
our inexperienced imagination the prototypes of feminine 
beauty. Tall, vigorous and erect, a glowing complexion, 
masses of dark, lustrous hair, the forehead high aad full, the 
nose aquiline, immense black eyes, vermilion lips modelled 
like those of Greek statues of the best period, teeth like 
pearls, the chin well turned, a perfect outline of face — such 
is the Georgian type, I sincerely admire the women of this 
race ; but when I have indulged my admiration, I turn 
away and see them no more, for I am sure to find them 
when I have a disposition to look at them again, jnst as I 
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left them, without cither a amlie more or less, or the slightest 
variation of a feature in their physiognomy. Let an infant 
be bora or die, let her lord adore or detest her, let her 
rival triumph or be exiled, the Gcorgiaa's face is a blank. 
I do not know whether jcars effect or not any change in 
this statue-like beauty, but its brilliant immobility irri- 
tates me. 

The Circassian type exhibits neither the same merits nor 
the same defects. It is a northern style of beauty, remind- 
ing one of the blonde and sentimental daughters of Ger- 
many ; but the resemblance does not extend beyond exte- 
rior forms. The Circassians are for the most part blonde, 
With a charming fre'imeis of complexion ; their eyes are 
blue, grey, or hazel ; and though refined and pleasing, their 
features are not regular. Just in proportion to the haultar 
and stupidity of the Georgian, the Circassian is deceitful and 
treacherons ; the latter is capable of betraying her lord, the 
former of making him die of ennui. 

The toilet is the chief occupation of these ladies. You 
find them at all honrs dressed in ciimson crape or sky-blue 
satin, their heads covered with diamonds and their necks with 
necklaces, pendent ear-rings, clasps around the waist, brace- 
lets on their arms and ankles, and rings on their fingers. 
Sometimes naked feet are visible outside the crimson robe, 
and the hair is cut square above the broiv, like that of the 
men of our country. But the'ie are toilet details of little 
importance. The manners of this feminine heau monde arc 
reputed to be expressive of a most profound respect mingled 
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with reverential fear for the lord of the harem. When he 
enters, there is iinmediat* silence ; one of his wives draws off 
his boots, another pats on his slippers, another offers him a 
dressing-^own, and still another brings his pipe, coffee, or 
preserves. He alone enjoys the right of speech, and when 
he deigns to address one of his consorts, she blnshes, lowers 
her eyelids, smiles, and replies in a low voice, as if she were 
afraid of dissolving a charm, and of awakening from a dream 
too sweet to last long. All this is simply a comedy, of 
which no one is a dnpe, any more than people with ns are 
dapcd by the airs of innocence and timidity displayed by the 
girls of a boarding-school. In reality, these women have bat 
little sympathy for their lord and master. These wives, so 
gracefully and so gently moved, whose voice scarcely rises 
beyond a feeble murmur, interchange, in a sharp, vociferous 
key, with each other the coarsest terms ; and there is 
scarcely any extreme which they aie not capable of resorting 
to against that one amoi gst them who enjoys their saltan's 
favor. The favored shves might be regarded as objects of 
pity, did they not allow them elves to* make reprisals ; but 
care is taken not to g ve them an opportunity. 

That which to me i& moie levoltmg than all the rest, and 
this is saying a great deal, is the harem in miniature of the 
children of la gra/ndt, maison. These children, Uttle boys of 
nine and twelve years old, possess young slaves about their 
own age, with which they parody the fashions of then- 
fathers. These young victims of a truly monstrous social 
system, thus serve a horrible apprenticeship to the life 
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in reserve for them, for there is notLing so cruel as a spoiled 
child — the harbarous depravity of a debauched old man at the 
other extremity of life, being, when found, its only counter- 
part. I have seen these children, these pashas in embryo, 
kick and beat with their feet and their fists, and scratch and 
bruise, quite a troop of little girls, who scarcely dared to slied 
a tear, while the young tiger rolled his tongue aronnd his llfs 
and smiled so strangely as to call to mind some of the pt^es 
of Petronins. And yet, I repeat it again, to no one are 
these odions sentiments so foreign as to the Tui'k, take him 
as nature has made him. Moreover, tiiis cruel child will, in 
all probability, become a tolerably good man, when he gets 
to be old enough to play with but little effort the part which 
overwhelms him to-day. 

The great ladies of Constantinople do not content them- 
selves with viewing the world through the mcshe? of their 
window lattices ; they promenade the city, and stroll through 
the bazaars, wherever their fancy leads them, and without 
being subject to any inconvenient supervision In former 
times the Venetian women, protected by a mask, enjoyed 
excessive liberty ; the veil of the Turkish female performs 
the same service now. The most jealous of husbands might 
pass and repass a wife in the full tide of conquest, without 
su-ipecting his hetrayal ; for not only does the veil conceal 
the faee, and Va^ ferradjah, a sort of cloak, cover the whole 
person, giving it the air of a big bundle, but every one 
worn, the veils and ferradjahs of all women, are of tlie same 
material, the same form, and nearly all of the same color ; 
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it is a domino which resembles all other dominos. Tarbish 
ladies are, accordingly, well assured of their iDcogiiito as 
loi^ as they please, aod infidelity is not accompanied with 
dai^er. "What, then, keeps them faithful ? Are they so 
through love for their husbands ? They detest them. Are 
they so througili considerations of duty ? The word duty 
has not the slightest meaning for them. They simply take 
advantage of a custom whicli society allows them, to do 
as they please with their liberty. One might appeal to 
many Enropeans who have resided at Conetantiaople in 
regard to this point ; they would admit, if they were 
disposed to be frank, that they had planned more than one 
amorous intrigue in the streets and bazaars of that city. 
The moral of this is, that the most rigid precautions are of 
no value where the idea of duty has disappeared. 

After what I have just narrated of the relations of 
oriental husbands to their consorts, it might be supposed 
that brutality formed the basis of their character. There 
could not be a greater mistake ; for, the Turk of every age 
and of every grade in society is endowed hy nature with 
politeness and delicacy, and a mildness of manner which the 
men of the western world only acquire after long study, paia- 
ful effort, and through ttie medium of what may be called an 
everlasting constraint. Never is a Turk guilty of a word 
or a sign that a woman could take offence at, and if he 
treats one subject to him as if she were a being deprived of 
reason, it is indeed because she does nothing to elevate her- 
self to a better condition. I wish you conid see the embar- 
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raised and shamefaced expressitn of a iuik pi eel betwetn 
a European woman and hia troop of odalisques * He 
scolds them with more seventy thin usoal or imp ■les 
silence on them at every attempt to open their lip or sends 
them away nnlei the sliglitest piPtext meanwhile regarding 
the EnDjiean woman v. th glances of fear and distrn t 
aid ntteiing at wery moment the following Pay no 
attention to wlut thej aa> they are Taiks I ' ui Ion 
find me veiy rude with the e womei da yen not ? IMat 
can I do they are Tnrks i 3Ion Dteu, yes they aie 
Tnrks in the sense which yuu give to the word that la 
to siy foolish degiaded creatires But who made them 
so? And why has that title thus associated with your 
dependents become a synonjm for everything that i low 
and uncultivated among women ? Because jou have 
oigimzed the Turkish famih exclu i\elj upon the idea f 
multipijmg jour sensnilenjtjments loi have iv lied that 
woman should be slavishly subj i to von — hit cm he 
otherwise be but a slave ^ 

I have doubtless indulged toi lon,^ n the e general 
reflections The reader n w knowing wl at the oriental 
word h e i means I can. conduct him back to the lesi 
deuce whi h m-pned me with these t! ghts the hil 
itaboa of my worthy host Mu tnk Bey 

MustukBey the prmco ol the DjaiirDaghli HI 

" Odalisque o gnifiea ! terally oharabe ma 1 (fi lae de ka nbre) 
or ratler wo fr tie ha I'er It a npc arj to learn tho 
1 rl !i angui^p n order to r a ze t> 11 on f t s 
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passed bey n 1 tlie nl e ot eirly m nhoo \ He wa a 
ta]l well fo med ma about fo ty yetrs of a^e with a 
phys ognon y wh h m ght 1 e called o dinary if t were 
not 1 1 up b) fine clea \ lue eyes sparU ng and &m 1 nc; 
and remarkably penetrat ttg Noting abont hin ulicated 
the restle^? cnnii g amb t ous feudatory ever res it ng 
hi3 Bovere gn & ordera wh le at the saarn time ma nta ng 
the outward e gns t respect ind su) ra bs on There was 
mnch got natu e n Mu tuk Bey or at least n b i con 
versat on an 1 man erf and there wts no aff ctat on of that 
onental d splay ^'h ch the paslii. and ch ef of h da s ite 
coi spicno 3 f r ^h a costume ret nne ho be a d table all 
exhibiting extreme simj licity 

In the rear of the bey s house tl ere is i small courtyard, 
surrounded by low one "tnry bml lings ; the courtyard 
being an oblong square, the buildings on the sides occupy 
an area about double that occupied by the structures placed 
at its two extremities. One of the latter is simply a con- 
necting wall between the bey's res-idence and his harem, 
and in which the entrance to the court is placed. Tno 
small gateways, each flanked by two windows, and paved 
with large stones, communicate with the two lateral 
buildings. The building at the bottom of the court has 
but one door and two windows, the whole forming a silent 
cloister, which it is impossible to enter without being 
reminded of a Chartreuse, convent. You arc first intro- 
duced into a pretty large apartment, furnished with mat- 
tresses and pillows, opening into a back room which serves 
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the purpose of a wardrobe and granary. In each of these 
cells, arranged, as it were, contiguous to tho large room, 
there reigns and rules one of the spouses of its owner, 
the bey. It is whispered in the village, and even in neigh- 
boring towns, that the whole world of the bey is not limited 
to these four walls ; that other establishments, analogous to 
those within these walls, are posted from place to place 
along the flanks of the Djaour-Daghda. Truly these luxu- 
ries must be somewhat expensive. 

The hierarchical principle always prevails in harems. 
However great a Sardanapalus Mustuk-Bey may be, how- 
ever amorous he may be, besides, of one or the other of 
hi y ong w t is ly t th residence of the first 

esp d that h d to 1 Id h kv&s. It was to her 

ab d th t h d t d m wh after my acceramoda- 
t f th ht w g d a great hall outside the 

s 1 los Id I Im If ady to piy my 1 expects 
to those hdie 

The atpeot of the dam&enJief imfresi:^ me jeculiuilj, 
she nmmded me mvoluntanly if a tetied aLrobat This 
sultana hid ouLe been lieautifu! and her beauty wa'i not yet 
entu-ely gone Her complexion presented i cunons mixture 
of something like Buntsn and of various layers of paint 
under which the oiig ual tint was seaiceh perceptible Her 
large sea blue eves appeared withm the ^rtifiuul circles 
drawn around their lids darker and laigei than usual 
these might be taken tor gntteis ci reservoirs inserted below 
the lachiymal gland, to carry off torients ot teais presumed 
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colot Not only »a» hei toilet caietolly amngol hot it 
waa re* cim toiming a mailed contii^t to th»t of hot 
ohildren whj were clothed Lko little beugats Daring hep 
htiabands stay m the loom, she apieaied to be aa tmiid 
and bewddered aa a yonag biide on hep wedding day, hiding 
her taee behind her yell, hep hands, op whatever happened 
to be within reach, and only answering qncslions m moncr 
syllahles. Turning her face to the wall, she would mdulge 
in little leryou! spasms of laughter, and then show herself 
eadyl m It y t tl t t f U PP tmuty 
p t g h lly 11 th 1 By m 01 h h T h d 

so ft p t 1 1 w m th rapt 

d w tl h h th t 1 h b d Iw y 
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After enjoying for some time the charming emotion which 
he had excited, and after repeatedly begging me not to 
mind his wife, who waa only a Turk, the bey left us, 
informing me that I would not obtain a word from her as 
long as he remained there. When he had passed the thresh- 
old, 1 turned to his wife, and I at flrat thought she had disap- 
peared through a trap-door, leaving nothing to represent her 
but a bundle of clothes. A slight undulation of this shape- 
less mass, convinced me of my eiTor, and there soon came 
forth, as if from behind a cloud, the illumined visage of my 
handsome hostess. The emotion causeil by the fond adieus 
of her dear husband, threw her into snch a state of beati- 
tude that she could do no less than bury her head between 
her knees. Those who are familiar with the oriental 
mode of sitting, will readily underbtand that the evolutioa 
accomplished by Madame JMustuk presented no dilHculties 
of any very great magnitude. 

Now that we were alone, she laid aside her mask of rustic 
timidity, and conversed for a long time perfectly at her ease. 
She asked a great many questions concerning oar manners 
and customs, which seemed to her as pecuhar as they were 
amusing, if I could judge by her laughter, which burst out 
regularly, like the chorus of a song, and, indeed, with about 
the same meaning. I was quite satisfied that my handsome 
hostess was not as shallow as her husband deigned to belii've, 
especially on seeing her interest in a multitude of things 
which did not concern her personally, and the perseverance 
with which she demanded the why of every statement I made 
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to her. It would have been very difficult for me to have 
^ven a categorical answer to all these quebtions, in a mode 
that could have been understood by her ; but I already pos- 
sessed the magic word, the talismanic thought which lulls 
and quickly paralyzes all oriental curiosity. Supijose jou 
have an interlocutor at the height of astonishment, and he 
demands of you the why of some matter that seems to him 
mexplieable, monstrous, absurd; — all yon need reply is, " It is 
the custom of our country I" and the astonishment subsides, 
the qnery is not repeated — the excited mmd declares itself 
perfectly* content. Kever will it turn upon you with, " But 
why this custom, and what prevents you from changing it?" 
No ; the orientals are so accustomed from infancy to see, to 
do and allow such an infinite number of conventional absur- 
dities, that they end by regarding custom as the ancients con- 
sidered Destiny, an unchangeable, inexorable divinity, supreme 
above all others, and against which it is in vain to contend. 
If ever I £nd myself in the midst of a people who axe content 
to hear that such a matter is the caslom somewhere, in order 
to escape further investigation and judgment of it, I shall 
know what value to attribute to their institntions. 

The long, broad, illummated space on the floor, due to the 
light streaming in through the open door, became suddenly 
darkened ; there was a sound of whispering, and of slippers 
shufaing over the damp pavement outside, and there soon 
appeared the bey's three remaining wives, who came for 
a quarter of an hour to their associate's apartment to make 
my acquaintance, and give me a further welcome. The 
6* 
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Becond and third of the group resembled each other so closely 
that I believed them to he sisters ; their figures were gross, 
and their mottled red skin, might be accepted as a good com- 
plexion in a country where taste is not very delicate. Each 
one dragged after her the troop of children which Provideacc 
had seen fit to grant her. 

Behind these two women, there humblj stood inDtlii.r 
figure, in the shade, on which my eye fixed them elves at 
once, obstinately remaining there in spite of the manceuvres 
made by the other sultanas to induce me to give my atten 
tion to them. I do not remember ever to have seen a more 
beautiful object. This woman wore a long dress of red satin, 
trailing on the floor, and open on the breast, which was 
fil^htly covered by a gauze silk chemise, and with full, wide 
sleeves dropping below the elbow. Her head-dress was that 
of the Turcoman women ; and to form an idea of it, you 
must imagine a combination, or, in other words, an infinite 
multiplicity of turbans, one on top of the other, or rather, 
one wound aroand the other, reaching up to inaccessible 
heights ; then there were red scarfs rolled spirally sis or 
seven times, and forming a sort of Cybele's tower, handker- 
cliiefs of all colors intertwining themselves, crossing and re- 
crossing without regard to purpose, and shaping themselves 
into rich, fantastic arabesques ; then yards and yards of deli- 
cate muslin enveloping a portion of this scaffolding in trans- 
parent whiteness, carefully encircling the brow, and falling in 
ample, light folds upon the cheeks and over the neck and 
bosom. SmaD chams of gold, or sequins threaded together, 
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and jewplled or diamond pins gracefaily inserted in the folds 
of this line musliu, gaye to it a certaia air of Btabilitj wliich 
otlierwise it would have been unreasonahle to expect in a 
tissue so light. Infantile feet, seemingly cut in marble, 
appeared and disappeared beneath the red satin skirt, whilst 
arms and hands, such as I never before beheld, were decked 
with numijcrlesa bracelets and rings, the weight of which 
could not have been inconsiderable, and which sparkled with 
apparently gennine diamonds. All this formed an ensemble 
at once graceful and remarkably peculiar ; bnt it suddenly 
vanished when the eye finally came to rest oa tie face that 
these fleecy folds surroanded, and which so magnific«nt a 
toilet was supposed to embellish. This face was of singular 
beauty ; I forego all attempts to describe it — for, how con- 
vey to you, who cannot contemplate it, an idea of such 
a masterpiece of nature, of such a charming, ravishing 
milwnge of grace and timidity 1 

I stated that each of the two nwm Igdl^j 
after her, hanging to her dress, h ft b 1 t ly 

hke the mother of the Gracchi. My b ty tl n 
trary, walked alone in the train f 1 11 (th 

IS the degree of relationship termed in the East, which 
consists in having a husband in common). With her 
head bent forward, she appeared to be not humble, but 
humiliated. I passed compliments hastily with the first 
two, for I was impatient to reach the last, in order to see 
what that beautiful face would reveal when animated by 
convereatioji. I salute her ; she makes no reply. I ask 
her why she has not brought her children ; the same 
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silence. Tliea the tliree other " halves," all speaking 
at once, inform me, with evident satisfaction, that she has 
none, whilst the beautiful " half" lowers her head and blushes 
excessively. I was soitj to have touched a chord so delicate, 
and in order to modify the effect of my imprudence, nobody 
could divine what I added. I should have been charged 
with odious brutality had I so addressed myself to any 
woman other than the inmate of a harem ; but I had been 
three years in Asia, and I knew the ground well that 1 stood 
on. Assuming an air of confidence and self-approbation, 
as if what I were about to say would pnt an end to the 
embarrassment «t the beautiful Turciman and retrieve her 
honor, I lemiiked The childien that madame once 
had are doultlesA dead ? ' Phe nevei had iny I vocife- 
lated the three harpie= bursting uut in stouts of hu-,h 
tei The teirs couised 'fdently down the pooi wimaua 
swollen cheek'. 

No object 1^ so depreciated none so dc pscd none so 
desolate in the Oiient as a steiile woman Tj hive 
children and tj lose them is undoubtedly a giievons trial , 
b t n lation is easy ; they are soon forgotten, and others 
r pla th m. And even if all fail, — consolation, oblivion and 
sub t tat — the motherwho has lost children is not the less 
a g at lady ; her social and domestic position remains 
as b f e she is respected, admired, perhaps beloved — she 
is never insulted. Not to bring children into the world, is in 
this land a veritable misfortune, the greatest of all misfortunes, 
an irreparable misfortune, one which bows down yonr head 
to the very dust, to the very raire, and which authorizes the 
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meanest of slaves (provided she lie pregnant) to trample you 
under ter feet. Be beautiful, be diarming, be adorable, 
bring jour husband the fortune which he spends — have 
imperial blood in your veins, let your husband tie nothing but 
a porter — the moment your steriUty is established, there 
is no longer any hope of salvation. Put an end to your life 
at once, for the rest of your days will be filled with griefs, 
insults and humiliation. 

During the time passed with these ladies, I was unable to 
obtain a solitary word from the beauty. She dropped her 
long eyelids charmingly, the must esquisite color appeared 
and disappeared on her velvet cheeks, the lovehest smiles alter- 
nated on her lips : but if she had Ijeen dumb, slie could nnt 
have maintained more absolute silence. It was only at the 
close of my vibit, when I was about to bid adien to my 
hostess, and after having observed to the beautiful mute 
that I was about to leave her, without having heard the 
sound of her voice — it was then only, that, advancing a step 
toward me, and assuming a resolute air, as if she were about 
to mount a breach, she uttered, iu a single breath, and in a 
very sweet, pure voice, but without the slightest modulation 
in tone : " Lady, stay a little longer, because I love thee 
much 1" Tliis said, the mouth closed, the eyes again fixed 
themselves on the floor, the Are of resolution died away on 
thai lovely ia^-e ; the enterprise was crowned with snccess, 
the compliment had sped to its mark, and the beauty of 
beauties was now able to retire and repose upon her laurels. 

I know not how it came into ray head, but that moment 
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it occuiTed to me, and the thought haunted me, that my 
que«n of beanty juight possibly be an idiot, and that she had 
uttered to me one of the phrases, perhaps the sole one, with 
which she was accustomed to salute her consort. When 
I rejoined the latter, I, as is customary here, compli- 
mented him highly on his wives, and indulged especially in 
praises of the rare beauty of my favorite. " You iind her 
very beautiful !" he exclaimed, with surprise. "Wonder- 
fully beautiful 1" I rejoined. lie seemed to reflect a moment, 
then raising his brows — by this action exposing a multitude 
of horizontal lines on his forehead — advancing his under 
lip and chin, lowering his head, at the same time extending" 
the neck, shrug^g hia shoulders, and raising and letting his 
arms fall upon his hips, he finally turned toward me with a 
Bemi-confidential air, and exclaimed : " She has no children !" 
Sentence was passed. 

I was in haste to resume my journey after the few days 
passed with the prince of the Djaour-Daghda in order to 
reach Alexandrctta, from which place I was to arrange my 
journey to Beyrout. Unfortunately, rainy weather came to 
counteract my arrangements, and I was obliged reluctantly 
to prolong my stay at the residence of Mustuk, with no 
other means of diverting myself than monotonous conver- 
sations with the bey, and occasionally with his wives. The 
sun, however, finally appeared, and I departed from the 
Djaoui'-Daghda with lively sentiments of satisfaction, that is 
to say, with a disposition of mind very different from that 
with which I was a.ffected on leaving Adana. 
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THE VALLEY OP ANTIOCH— LATAKIEH — SYEIAK WOMEN. 

Four hours' travel separates the little town of Alesan- 
dretta from the palace of Prince Mustuk. The traveller 
between Alexandretta and Beyroat pursues his way among 
monntaina as far as the environs of Latakieh, from which 
place he follows the seacoast to Beyrout. The district 
through which this route conducted me, is one of the most 
pictnresque in Syria, and the jonmej from Alexandretta to 
Beyrout marks a distinct passage in the souvenirs which I 
am here inditing. Kever did a better opportunity present 
itself to note the esa^erated apprehensions that are almost 
inseparably connected with the idea of a journey in certain 
sections of the Orient. Fatigue and privations are dreaded 
on beginning any journey amid solitudes that seem to be 
wholly inhospitable ; but if such feaia are in some respects 
justifiable here, it must be said that a journey through 
Europe is also accompanied with ennni, and even privations, 
and that the delights of adventures, such as I am now about 
to famish the incidents of, do not always occur to redeem 
them. 

I will not unduly extend this effort to reproduce -the 
arduous experience of the traveller in the East, and to which 
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all must submit, but simply content myself by saying, Do not 
think of visiting Syria in Jnly, nor Asia Minor in winter, lest 
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in a comfortable hithne. and on tbe best macadamized roads, 
I am aware that in the anticipations of those who visit the 
Orient there is some danger as well as wearisomencss ; but 
is it not the best way to meet danger, to discard the childish 
terrora whieli result from harboring old prejudices, and 
from which bome women so willingly draw to feed their 
vanity ? The world may number among feminine graces, 
if it pleases, such pretentious and lacfjuered cowardice, 
but for my own part, I am always puzzled when trying 
to comprehend it, and shall never know how to escuse it. 
Sincere or not, pusillanimity is an enemy the traveller has 
the most to dread, and above all in the Orient, where he 
who does not know how to overcome this depressing feeling, 
had better content himself by liying a sedentary life. 

I now come to the town of Alexandretta, and to the inci- 
dents which marked my pilgrimage toward Beyront. With 
all deference to geographers, I deny that Alexandretta is a 
town. I will admit, if they desire it, that it may have been 
one several centnries ago, although no ruins exist now by 
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which to Terify its character ; bat there I rest, and shall 
never regard Alsxandretta as anything fant a travelk-r's 
stopping-place. The site is beautiful, and the coast mag- 
nificent. The vast amphitheatre of mountain'; which connect 
the Djaoar-Daghda with the Lebanon is superb ; nothing 
can be more delij^htful than the verdant plain, bounded on 
three sides bj mountains and on the other by the sea, on 
which the town of Alexandretta is located. As to the town 
itself, what can be said of the few habitations that represent 
it — a few shattered houses, which, although new, are built 
with no regard to plan or design, and on narrow, distorted 
spaces instead of streets ? The only points of interest 
worthy of note associated with Alexandretta, are a tempera- 
ture as excessive in winter aa it is in summer, and heat 
as intolerable as the cold is intense ; add periodical fevers, 
generated by infiltrations from the sea, the poorest of 
bazaars, and the almost total absorption of the greatest 
portion of the goods sent from Aleppo by eight or ten 
unjustly privileged inhabitants; — I state ag^n, that Alexan- 
dretta is simply hut a place to leave, 

I remained there about forty-eight hours. A few moments 
after leaving Mustuk-Bey's palace, we were overtaken by a 
terrible storm, and were obliged to take refuge in the cabin 
of the custom-house officer near the sea-shore. As the space 
within was limited, our horses were exposed, and when we 
reached Alexandretta, one of them (a flue light bay Tur- 
coman, with black mane and face), was found to be parar 
lyzed in his fore legs. It would not answer to take him 
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iQither on lu this condition and the thought of ahindoniii^ 
him ti> tilt sad fate which would befall hiin there made mj 
heait bleed We decided aLCordm^,!) to lemiin over an 
entire day during which we could mike siitable arrange 
menta far his care and comfuit 

Nothing n as to be done then bat to house oursrlTea for 
one day and two nights at Alesandretti We ahghted at 
the dour of the Sardinian consul who received aa with all 
that ccidialty which tiavellers Know how tu apjiiecnte , 
but the consul hved as a bachelor and his inconyenient 
house ilthoui^h Iirge w as not adapted to the reception of 
our numeious caiivan The consul made knowol s embar 
rassment to bis colleague, the ageut of the British consul 
and the re&idt of this conference was tho tender for our use 
of the Enghsh consul s residence and all it contained the 
consul being then absent on leave I welcomed this 
arrangement witli almost infantile joy I had observed 
ceitain of the details of the English eonsil^ residence such 
as green blinds and covered balconies which tran<iported me 
back as if bv enchantment to the charming habitations of 
Brighton and Cheltenham To pass a conple ot nights m 
one of these Edens in miniature so unexpectedly found on 
the borders of the byiian sea, after having been f)r years 
divorced from the conitorts of taste and elegance seemed 
like a dream a ver table dream rf Eurcpe 

"Ma nulla ^ al moiido in. c' uora saggio si affida," 

Eaid Petrarch, and I recalled this verse on setting my foot 
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within my little Eden ; tlie dream had vanished, leaving 
nothing behind it but regrets. The consul being several 
months absent, a squad of Arab domestics had established 
themselves in every room, leaving only too evident traces of 
their occnpancy. I had to renounce the sweet visions 
which for a moment (omtorted me and to order and superin 
tend certam puiiflcation';, m drtault of which evei\ Arxb 
domicile is muiihabitable I ^selected a chimber with a 
noithein exposure in order not to distuib tlicic juicioseop c 
beings who pinfer tj establish themselvea in chambers 
exposed to the south and for the rc-t of the day I made 
brooms and brushes perform active bemce I multiplied 
cnrreats of air as much as possible aided by eveiy facility 
which the nckety joints and cradied walls aftorded me , 
then seizing a varni bed uon bedstead which mdcated a 
place of becurity fini'ihed my labors and found that I was 
like!^ to obtam ^ome repo e It will be readily understood 
that I '.oufjht every ofportunifcy to absent myself ftom such 
a domieile and the hours of my stay were therefore occnpicd 
m promenades on the margin of the lea How much I hid 
to regret my ignorance of natural history 1 I walked about 
on a mosaic of precious marbles and glittering pebbles, cast 
up by the sea with a multitude of exquisite shells, the waves 
still lending them the lustre of their humidity, and the rays 
of a Syrian sun decomposing on their surface into varied 
and changeable tints, as brilliant as if reflected from so 
many diamonds, 

I gathered several handfals of these pebbles and shells, 
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and made seyeral journeys to and fro between the sands and 
my room, to store what I had collected ; but it was not long 
before I said to myself, these pebbles, so precious in my 
eyes, a savant would regard as ordinary stones ; so I g-ot up 
and flung my collection out of the window. 

Another pectacle which excited mysuTfrise at 4.Ioxin 
dietta was a httle group uf ccramon hogs rootin^, and 
makmg themselyei comf rtable in a pen attached to the 
consulate The animals bebnged yery pnperly to the 
consul I remembei the circnmstmce beciusc one of m> 
people, an Armenian from Diarb^kir, took them for a very 
rare species of dog, and it was impossible for me to convince 
him to the contrary. As far as I was able to comprehend 
him, he represented hogs as a kind of elephant, with a short 

On leaving Alexandretta, the road turns to the southeast, 
and almost immediately buries itself in the mountains, where 
yon travel about for hours m the midst of a labyrinth 
of laurels, myrtles, and similar shrubbery. The little town 
of Beinam, where we passed the night, four hours after 
quitting Alexandretta, is composed of houses strewu over 
the surface of the ground from the bottom of a ravine up to 
the top of the mountain, thus occupying a space vastly more 
extensive than its miserable condition waiTants. The sum- 
mer villa of the English consul, where we were to alight, 
was one of the highest in the town, and the height on 
which it was built commanded a fine prospect. The moun- 
tains, or rather the hills, through which we had travelled 
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from Alexandretta, lay at our feet, and beyond them our 
gaze extended over the masses of green forest to the irregnlar 
mountain summits that framed in the distant darlc blue 
SjTian sea. I will say nothing of our lodging-pi aoe, except 
that we reached it by clambering along the side of the 
mouutain, as flies grope along walls, and that having 
inspected the spot assigned to myself, I closely questioned 
my Mvas, to discover, if possible, what hidden motive 
prompted him to bring me to this purgatory, and why he 
did not bestu- himself immediately to procure me a place 
somewhere else. The poor man regarded me with an air of 
astonishment, and attributed what was unusual in ray 
proposition and in my appreciation of the goods of this 
world, to my imperfect knowledge of Turkish usages. He 
swore solemnly by everything that was sacred to a Mussul- 
man, that the house I was in, was, beyond comparison, the 
most beautiful in Beinam. I persisted no longer, but would 
have been gratified if I could have been told, if only for 
information, what was the condition and appearance of the 
ugliest. 

From Beinam to Antioch is a long stage; we were assured 
that it was something Uke ten or twelve hours. I ought to 
state here in this connection, that it is extremely difficult in 
Syria to form exact estimates of time and distance. They 
have not yet conceived the idea of measuring the earth's sur- 
fece, and dividing it off into leagues, mUes, etc. ; the conse- 
quence is, that distances are judged of according to the time 
it takes to make them. And this is not all, not even 
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the Torst, for, as everybody walks at a <li£Fercnt pace, it haa 
oeemred to no one to fix njjoii any particular pace by 
which to establisli a uait of measure. They tell you, for 
instance, that it is sis hours iVom Beinsra to Autioch, and if 
you are satisfied with this information— you will have cause 
to repent it ; you may accomplish the distance ia five hours, 
perhaps in fifteen, but in either case without the right of 
visiting the slightest reproach upon your informant ; the 
fault will be wholly your own. Why did yon not ask, 
" What hours— the pedestrian's, the camel's, the mule's, the 
hired horse's or the post-horse's 1" There are districts where 
some always rate the hour by the camel's gait, others by the 
mule's, and so on. 

We had left the mountams about half way, when we 
descended into a valley, the centre of which is occupied 
by a lake, its western side being bounded by a low range of 
mountaJDs, along which wound the road we were travelling. 
A few rods from the lake stood an old khaa, more than half 
mined, but still presenting a fine appearance The grandeur 
and magnificence of these monuments of oriental hospitality 
are quite extraordinary. They might, at first, be taken for 
the [talaces of kings, or for temples consecrated to home un- 
kuown god. Doors similar to triumphal arches, enormous 
colnums sustaining vaults a hundred feet high, immense 
courts paved with huge stones, loading into other courts still 
more immense, all these are devoted to stables and n are- 
honaea for the preservation of merchandise. As to the way- 
farers of old, there was nothing to interfere with their 
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establishing themselves for the night, either between the 
horses' feet or .under their heads, that is to say, on a shelf 
placed beneath the maugera. 

The approaches to Autioch are in harmony with the fallen 
grandeur of that city. Euins of fortifications are stffl visible 
on the summit of one of the mountains which overlook the 
Talley ia which the ancient capital of Syria is situated. The 
Orontes flows through the valley, and before reaching the 
dty divides into several branches, forming small islands, on 
which mills are constructed, while sluices and floodgates 
exist at intervals, to regulate the flow of the water that 
eerres to freshen its delicious gardens. We found rest 
at Antioch in the residence of the English consular agent, a 
rich Armenian merchant, who, with great kindness, placed 
his house entirely at our disposal. With what pleasure I 
■would have remained at Antioch 1 Everything suited me. 
its ruins, its gardens, its thickets of blooming laurel and its 
sacred fountains. And yet I was obliged to disregard it, or 
make up my mind not to reach Jerusalem by Easter. I soon 
came to a decision, and when, after the first night in Anti- 
och, my host visited me to inquire what monument he should 
conduct me to, I astonished him by declaring that I had to 
forego seeing the curiosities of Antioch, and that I intended 
to depart that day. 

We left Antioch accordingly, without obtaining a glimpse 
of what it contains ; hut the kind Providence who cares for 
the traveller, and who knew, and it may be appreciated, my 
motives for acting thus, compensated us for the loss by con 
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ducting US to one of the most celebrated of localitiei, and 
what is infinitely better, one of thr loveliest m the environs 
of the city — it was to the fountiin of Daiihne, where there 
once stood, a few paces from a eltar, copious fountain, a tem- 
ple dedicated, I believe to Venus. The sun, already high 
above the horizon, shed its fiercest rays, and wc were looking 
about earg^rly for a shady spot, when we detected a grove 
of mulbeiry trees crowning the summit of a hill, and, 
throagh their sombre leaves, various whitened forma and 
masses. Tiiese proved to be marble eolunma, some fallen to 
the ground, others, although broken, still standing, and 
numerous fragments scattered around their bases. There 
were also trees of every age, from the laurel and the olive, 
with its gnarled and time-blackened trunk, to the young and 
flexible mulberry, sending its branches upward to the sky, 
like entreating fingers from the hand of a supplicant. 
The walls of the temple had crnmbled, its columns were 
overthrown, and those which remabcd erect sustained neither 
arch nor architrave ; but the trees still bore their leaves, 
their fruits, and their flowers, and if the sap of some had 
ceased to fiow, it was not before confiding to the faithful 
bosom of the earth the fruitful germs destined hereafter to 
reproduce them. Human vanity docs not jet heed the 
lesson which nature has given it from the very commence- 
ment of things. Man still believes he can construct edifices 
as lasting and as durable as metals and marble. Alas I 
these tender twigs, these leaves and delicate Eowers which 
once cast their shadows over the steps of this celebrated 
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temple, Ijelievcd to 1 mf hable now simply shadow its 
ruins, 'i'lie frailc t t na u works is immortal, the 
grandest of man's i naugiit 1 ut a fleeting show. 

It remained onlj 1 ou el ay whethi'i' w e would or 

wonld not set out f in Ant o h with plenty of company. 
The Djaour-Daghda is not the only mountain of the Otto- 
man empire whose rocks harbor rebellious subjects. The 
great Arab trihe of Ansarians, who occujiy a consideraljle 
portion of Mount Lebanon and the Anti-Lebanon, from 
Latakieii to the environs of Damascus, was now in revolt, 
and the pasha of Aleppo was about to send troops against 
them, these intractable motintaineera having attempted to 
re&ist the conscription. We were advised to join the 
soldiery, in order to be protected from brigands. I, on the 
contrary, reflected, that to travel with soldiers, was equiva- 
lent to running into tlie jaws of the enemy, and concluded, 
therefore, to remain as isolated as possible, and to place 
myself under the protection of no one. During the whole 
course of my long journey, I never once departed from this 
rule, and when it was impossible to do without something 
of an escort, I took care to accept only the bas/d-bozonJcs 
(simpletons), a sort of town communal guard, whose powers 
of seduction must be very considerable, since the brigands 
regard them in the same light as their own chiefs. I am 
ignorant of what would have been the result of the opposite 
course, but I have no reason to regret my own, as it was 
not followed by any unpleasant consequences. I traversed 
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what are called dangeroiis districts, aDii ncTcr experienced 
one serioua annoyance. 

My resolution not to attach myself to the pasha's forces, 
was more easily formed than execnted. When two parties 
Bet out from (he same place, march in the same direction, 
and nearly at the same gait, it is not a very easy matter 
to keep Sfjiarati*. We might have remained one or two 
daya in the rear, but that would have been losing time, of 
which we had none to spare ; and then we should have been 
exposed to villages with empty larders, and apartments 
filled with vennin. We resigned ourselves, accordingly, to 
the necessity of passing the soldiers, and allowing them to 
pass us in return, often more than ten times a day, promising 
ourselves, meanwhile, to neglect no opportunity to assure 
the people amongst whom we travelled, that our encounter 
with the troops was accidental and temporary. Every time 
the troops rejoined us, the soldiers bestowed on us a salvo 
of Turkish maledictions, wMch tried my patience sorely. 
An army regiment insulting about twenty travellers I It 
must be admitted that this was pushing the abuse of power 
a little too far, and it cost me some trouble to abstain 
from returning one anathema for another to these armed 
insoleute. 

On the first day of this march betwen Antioch and 
Latakieh, my horse gave me an ■illustration of a degree of 
intellij^nee and instinct that surprised me The stage for 
the day was a long one, the weather rainy, and the road, 
washed by the torrents, wound through and across valleys 
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and along the declivities of the mountains. Night waa 
abont coming on, and fatigue had broken onr linos ; the 
feeblest horses were following some distance behind the 
boldest and most powerful, and wlien a turn of the road con 
cealed some of the party from view, the most advanced 
wonld stop, and loudly hail the laggards, resuming the march 
only after hearing the voice or perceiving the form of a 
lingering companion. Knr, who neither knew fatigue nor 
indolence, marched as usual at the head of the column. 
Eur is the name of my white horse — kur, signifying white in 
Turkish, and my horse not having a hair on lijm which was 
not of the purest white.* "We had reached the foot of a 
steep, rugged mountain, the road over which shot vertLcally 
up from the base t^o the summit, Zur, like the road, shot 
np too. It was in vain that I used voice and bridle to force 
him to moderate his ardor ; he would not listen to me ; with 
head erect, ears thrown back, and nostrils expanded, he 
seemed to be inhaling, with avidity, some exciting emo.natious 
borne to him on the mountain breeze ; to my remonstrances 
he replied with a short, smothered, trembUng neigh, and by 
proceeding at a more rapid pa«e. The road near the 
summit turned aside for a short distance, but the impatient 

■ 1 will nota, in pasaing, ihaX neither Turks nor Arabs draw much 
on tlie imagination for the names of tieir horses or doga. The name 
of the animal almost always relates to the color of his akin. I 
possess, however, a fine Arabiui stallion, whose name signifies green- 
liorse, although the horse is a mottlcd-grej. This name indicates a 
race, a family name, and is not used as a proper name. 
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Kur took no note of it. Picking iia way straight before 
him, he reached the crest, which sloped off in the opposite 
direction, or rather which OTcrhung a sort of abyss, inclosed 
by immense sharp-pointed rocks. Through a natural and 
inToluntary movement I puUed on the bridle, but before 
I could decide whether that moment might not be mj last 
on horseback, we were at the foot of the rocks, and 
descending the mountain as rapidly as we had ascended it. 
I was well satisfied with the position, and saw with pleasure 
on the same declivity that we were descending, the village 
ill which we were to pass the night. I oas also admiring 
the strength and elasticity of my horse's limbs ; it was his 
mora] condition only that rendered me uneasy, for, without 
beii^ an Arab, one can strongly attach themselves to these 
animals, as heroic as they are gentle, and as gentle as they 
are beautiful " My poor Kur mtiht be getting crazy," I 
paid to myself, when I perceived an Arab horseman ahead 
and motionless in the middle of the road ; he was as richly 
equipped as he was beautifully mounted, and apparently 
expecting us. I lost no time in getting off my horse, for 
every hope of regulating Kur's movements had completely 
vanished. The two horses, bound by some myst«rioH8 tie 
of friendship, which explained the heedless course of Kur, 
ueighed, pawed, and made all sorts of extravagant curva- 
tures, rearing up, and agitating their fore legs, as if they 
had each conceived the idea of exchanging a shako of the 
hand. 'J'he Arab cavalier, sent by the chief of the vil- 
lage to meet and offer me his dwelling, put an end to my 
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snrprise, by informing nic that tiie two liorscs wei'e com- 
patriots, and perliaps even kindred, that a paaha had once 
purchased them both in the same Tillage, that lie had pur- 
chased his from the pasha, that the two anipals had recog- 
nized each other afar off, and that this was their manner of 
expressii^ their pleasure at meeting. He added that it was 
common for Arabian horses, — who are very susceptible to 
attachments for their own species, and whose scent is very 
subtile, — to be sensible a long way off of the approach of a 
beloTed object, and even of an approach to a well known 
place. I begged the Arab cavaUer to put the two horses 
together in the same stable, in order that they might enjoy 
a few hours agreeable intercourse, which request he promised 
to comply with. The reunion of these two friends was pro- 
longed muoh beyond what I at first supposed it would be, 
for bad weather compelled us to pass the following day in 
the village. The troops having arrived a few hours after us, 
they concluded to follow our example. 

I passed the day visiting the sick. The governor of the 
village, a good-looking man, very rich, and unscrupulous m 
business matters, frankly confessed to me that he was 
collecting the government tribute, but that he did not intend 
to pay it over. " How could I pay it ?" said he, shrug- 
ging his shoulders ; " I should have no money left for 
myself and my family I" His health disquieted him ; he 
was subject to nervous attacks, his eyesight, too, was grow- 
ing weak, and his legs sometuaes trembled under him. He 
conducted me to hia harem, and introduced me to his two 
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Wives nho eeempii to be a pair uf the handsime-.t women 
I had yet met Hith in Asia Ihey were howeyci quite 
as impudent as they were handsome , then amorous demon 
stutions with their lord and master being in my piesence 
quite remarkible He hmiself eetmed mdecd ts be quite 
diBLoneerted by then acts but the two brazenfaced 
dames belonged to a clasi not so easily disturbed In 
another hirem in the viBagt, I witnes'ied a domestic scene 
much more to my tiste Two young women — married a 
few years a^o to aji effendi ot an advanced age — had borne 
him no (.hildten but a third of the effLudi , consorts biougtt 
into tlie woild a httle mvalid to whine and ciy away a 
miserable existence, the mother dying in givmg it birth 
Nothing could be moie beautifal or more touching than 
the tcndemess which the two former manifested for their 
rival's sickly offspnng This httle Mussulman family 
picture being a curious one to studj I lemamed seme 
time contemphtino' it The child had neither grace nor 
beauty, its heid too lar^e for its body, would some 
times plunge torward and sometimes backward as if it 
were abcut to roU off, and its little thin bswed legs 
looked as if they would never be able to suppozt its weight, 
and yet there was in these two women's solicitude tnr the 
poor little oipiian a charming admixture of pity admma 
tioi and lespect which it wis pleasant to behold A cci 
tain awkwaidncss in then way of managing the poor little 
creature, told plainly that they never had had intants of 
their own on vrhich to bestow the same attentions Thua 
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il nilei by a new duii 1 ludte task Ibe e ^ men weii" 
ceitamly happy much happier thin many of the gieat h liea 
of Constant iioj le 

On the following momn^ we set forth IraYU^ the 
threats of the weather the Turkish soldiery uoing the 
same The roid reeeded further and further from the sei 
and wound aboat m the mid^t of valleys gorges ind mina 
tains The eountij wa'i beautiful in it'? freshness and Tei 
dure "Whit deUous retieits I observed beneath the 
tufted boweis formed Ij tie clmbin' Tinea ' Howpme 
the witer that gubled ft m the'ie shadv no k doivuig 
away with <l gentle murmur and 1 carinc 1 fe to the e telds 
and flower^ I How haimomous were the mountain hues 
P ctunng themselve'i n the spotle-^s distant azure 1 I 
pr^ume that these places lose more or les ot the r 
charms during the heat of a byrian summe I can 
imagine that this biight rav bhmg a pect of lift, a d 
luiuriousnee thii calm serene glow of mture ciicel-y 
continues but a few days and then quickly di=a] pears 
Vut the weather wis most ^enia! when we were travers 
ing the country anl never shall I forget the impres'fion it 
pioduced on me 

The Bceive was still the same on the following iiy We 
were approaching Latakieh and the sea, which were occasion- 
ally visible at a distance, from the top of the mountains. 
The weather was capricious. To sudden, terrible showers, 
but short, .succeeded calm, dear intervals, during which 
the leaves of the shrubbery, loaded with the drops that clung 
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to them I uUiantly reflected the son s rajs in mjmd pn&ma 
tic hues E,ambuws frequently appeared extending from 
mountain tj uioantaui as if they were bridgei constraeted 
by pints of the dv Dwrn^ one uf the&e showeis ne 
turnedouFbtppa tovard a nil! comfortable-looking village 
wheiewe hoped for i chiuee to dry cur garments and to 
tike some lefreshmmt Judge of cur istom hme t when on 
approaching the village we siw men women and children 
ieiTing tbeir bonnes loidei with sacks of flour and gram 
provi<iiona of cveij kind with mattres es and bel-clothes m 
short wliatevei they cmld ciny and di y i„ before them 
their cfwa goats dickens and tirkeys Th a frightened 
porulation procesded m the direction of the mountaini with 
eveiy sign of fear and trembling We quickenc 1 our pace 
in the hope of jo nmg them but m proportion as we his 
tened toward them they burned away fiom us anl it was 
not long i-efore they di ifpeared entuely from our s ght On 
reaching the abandoned village, we found an old woman and 
two little boys, who, for some reason or other, had not fol- 
lowed the others ; we inqaired for milk and eg^, and our offers 
to pay for these articles surprised them considerably. They 
interohanged glances, and seemed inclined, at first, to grant 
us the provisions we wanted, with some degree of confidence; 
but on turning their eyes to the quarter we arrived from, 
they again began to tremble with fear. One of the boys at 
length summoned up courage enough to ask us if the rest 
were far ofl' ; and on receiving an encouraging reply, he 
then lold m tlie cause of their mysterious commotion. It 
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seems they had taken our party for the advance guard of the 
military corps that followed the same road as ourselves, and 
the inhabitants had at once made haste to put their posses- 
ions out of the reach of the pillagers. Sueli ia the sympathy 
which exists in certain Turkisli provinces for national troops, 
the armed defenders of the state of the law and of the peo- 
ple of the country I My resolution to keep myself aloof, 
during this journey, from the t.unstituted authorities, as well 
as from their armed representatives was now more than ever 
confirmed ; and I began from ti it day to leap the fruits of 
my wisdom. These good people were so happy at finding 
they had to do with strangers, with pockets full of money, 
that they rummaged every hole and corner of the premises, 
offerii^ us everything that the fugitives had been unable to 
carry off. Then, while one of the boys ran to advise the 
villagers that there was nothing to fear from their guests, 
the other young lad and the old woman recounted to ns 
many sad tales of plander and pillage, in which these people 
were the victims. This part of Syria is the theatre of iiume- 
rons battles between the Turks and Egyptians ; and since it 
came under the rule of the Porte, a constant intestme war 
has prevailed between the Turks and the warlike tribes of 
the mountains. The unfortunate peasantry, who till the 
soil and take no part on either side, are maltreated by both. 
Keither party is afraid of them, and there is no inducement 
to humor them, or at least, not being du-cct and immediate, 
the inducement is one incapable of bemg appreciated m 
Asia. Even their poverty does not shelter them from pillage, 
1* 
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for SO loDg as there is life, it is evident to tiioir persecu- 
tors that they must possess something worth seizing. The 
troop of fugitives were about returning to the vill^e as we 
were leaving it, and all saluted us ia a cordial and cheerful 
manner, wishing us a pleasant Journey. If we had been fol- 
lowing m the rear of the Turkish troops, we should have 
gone without our breakfast that day. 

Bnt we were destined to end the day uncomfortably. 
A portion of the party, with our luggage, and unable to 
travel as rapidly as ourselves, set out before us, appointing a 
roBdezsous for the night at a little Turcoman village about 
four hours from Latakieh. The name of this' village has 
escaped me, and, unluckily for us, the village itself, that day, 
escaped us all. The road lay along a region of sandy hills, 
near the seashore, and on all these we noticed villages and 
eligible camping sites, from whieli we had to make a selection. 
Daylight was about disappearing, but in our uncertainty we 
Bfill kept plodding along. We conjectured, finally, that we 
must have passed the spot. Retracing our steps, we perceived, 
a short distance off, an encampment of Turcomans, and pro- 
ceeded to it, in order to ascertain, if possible, what had 
become of our baggage troop. A child, returning from pas- 
ture with his flocks, assured us he had heard of a company 
of muleteers, and some travellers, lodging in a certain village 
■which he named to us, and to which he consented, with some 
difaenlty, however, to conduct us, in consideration of a certain 
sum of money paid in advance. We followed our guide 
more than an hoar ; night came on, and I was completely 
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exhausted witli fatigue. As soon as the cLild stopped a.nd 
pointed to lights in the distance, indicating a village, and, 
informing ua we would find there what we were after, he ran 
off at full speed. His flight was not a good omen; but as he 
had conducted us to what was evidently a vill^«, and as 
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water are mixed together, and partially kneaded, and thea 
spread on a board and rolled to about the thickness of paste- 
board ; this done, the " sponge" is placed on the cover of a 
capafiious saucepan or boiler, and subjected to tlio fire, 
before which it remains for a few moments, when the bread 
is baked and ready for eating. This bread, which is as thin 
as calico, serves both as table-cloth and plate, and even as 
napkin for jonr fingei-s, as well as a wrapper for tlie next 
day's luncheon, and finally for little cups or spoons, which you 
make for yourself whenever yoa take your meal, filling them 
with rice or other fluid ragout, and conveying it successfully 
or not to your mouth, according to your skill in balancing. 
Sometimes you are furnished with sour and curdled milk, to 
which I became accustomed, but which, at this period of my 
travels, was very repugnant to me. As to coffee, not only 
is it served without sugar, bat you are obliged, furthermore, 
to take half the contents of your cup in grounds. At 
the moment of presenting it to you, they stir it in such a 
manner as to mingle the whole thoroughly together. A 
third cause of embarrassment to a traveller who is separated 
from his luggage, is the fact, that combs and brushes are 
wholly unknown in the rural districts of the Orient* 

" Among tbe slight inconveniences nhioh I may be perniitted to 
enuinernte hero, it is necessary to add tlie impossibility of pouriii" 
w.iter into a ivashbowl for tbe cleansing of the face and bands, 
Orienttil waah-baaina are generally of tin or of bi-ass, and the bottom 
is composed of a cluster of perforations, through which tie water 
runs as fast as poured, into aii under basio of the same metal, but 
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It is easy to see what trials fall to the lot of the E 
tourist who places eonfldence in the resources of oriental 
hospitality. I do not dwell on the ennui that flows from 
them ; it is sufBcient to have alluded to them. I will add 
bat one detail more. Woe to him who risits certain por- 
tions of the Orient unproyided with the means of obtaining 
a light at night I Neither in the villages nor even in the 
small towns do they know what a candle or a candlestick 
is—wax IB out of the question. Their lights consist of httle 
sprigs of resinous wood, which bum brightly, bat with much 
more smoke than flame. These little burning sticks are held 
in the hand, at the risk of spreading the lighted pitch on all 
snrroanding objects, and often oa one's own fingers, to the 
great peril of the hoase and its inmates. 

At sunrise we were again on our journey. We were to 
arrive at Latakieh early in the afternoon. It was not yet 
noon, when, at a short distance from the city, we encoun- 
tered a cavalcade, composed of the principal inhabitants of 
the plaoe, who came, according to custom, to bid us 
welcome, and to escort us to the English consul's residence, 
at whose house we were expected, and where we found our 
luggage and its convoy. Both the house of the English 

eacassively dirtj. The oriaEtals hold ihea: hands aljore this falee 
bottom, and a servant pours water on them, which afterward pauses 
off into the lower baain. Whilst their hands are slill wet, they pass 
them OTCr their faces and beards, and then their ablutions are 
finished. These ablutions, Tery imperfect, are repeated several 
times during the day. 
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con il and its innatp? ouf,lit t Je slow tj shin^eri 
visiting LatakiBh as the niobt fasci ating tjpe of Aidb 
dwelling anl family Eveijthing there is trictly mtional 
that IS to aiy oriental it v,o\i\\ he difhcult to imtgine 
a more elegant mtci or than this hsuse or a more chiim n^ 
lespectible family than the one thit d veils in it 

The cn'itom ot arranging apiitments m hotL. bo as 
to have them commumcate one with anothei if nit known 
in the Aiabic division of the Oiieut eich loom is a sepa 
rate diit net apartment the cnart be n^ the conneLtmg link 
between them all Theie are as many npper rn ma lea ling 
into the courtyard is tl ere are flights of steps cot dncting 
thereto There la no such thin|, as ecu lomy of ipace of 
material or of 1 ibor neither of which is of much conse [uenee 
intheEist anl besdeswhch it is nit \ custom there to 
economize lou are idmittel mto the English consuls 
domicile at Latakieh by a small low door opening on one 
fade mto the street a id on the other into a i arrow dark 
passa{,e leading into the court This is paved nith large 
slabs cf marble and is snirounded bj > irious builiint^s com 
posmg the hoise that at the bottom of the c urt contaning 
the pnucipal apartment or [ailor ti whch jou ascend by in 
outside staircase wth double hind railing like the flights 
with balustrades attached to them m sorae of onr laige 
c untry marsions The piilui is ipacious anl is 1 ^hted 1 y 
seven w ndows lookmj, upon the gar lens and li, fumi Ud 
with 3. dinn extending along the wamscot nnler the 
wmdow" with seveial other smaller safaa placed against the 
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walls. The entire furniture is covered with green silk, aud 
the window- curtaiits are of the same material ; the floor is 
lustrous with cleanliness ; a small chandelier, Bi^pendcd 
from the ceiling, completes the catalogue of comforts. 
Opposite this section of the edifice, is the dining-room, a 
large room on the ground floor, deriving its light from the 
court only, and with a raised platform running around it, on 
which stand the divans, with their piles of cushions. The 
two lateral structures of the court contain the sleeping 
apartonents and other rooms devoted to domestic purposes. 
My chamber was sitnated at the top of an open staircase 
looking out upou the gardens; it was flash with the terraces, 
which, in the Orient, are formed by the roofii of the houses, 
and on which, in the warm season, they arrange their 
beds. 

The consul, a young Arab of Latakieh, spoke Italian 
well, and maintained a bearing in keeping with the character 
of an English gentleman. Calm, active, and intelligent, he 
exercised great infinence over the Druses, as well as among 
the fellahs and Ansarians of the neighborhood, employing 
this influence in calming the violent passions of these people, 
and in maintaining or restoring peace between them and the 
government. The very day of my arrival (I preceded the 
Ottoman troops only a few hours), a letter came to him from 
the chief of the revolting tribe, declaring himself ready 
to enter into arrangements with the imperial administration, 
and to accept snch conditions as the consul deemed it proper 
to prepare. The young mediator felt proud of his success ;■ 
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first, on account of the interest of the country and of peace, 
and again, because he hoped his efforts would he graciously 
recognized at Constantinople. 

Although quite young, the consul was a second time mar- 
ried, and to a widow who seemed scarcely to have got beyund 
the years of girlhood. This charming young wife wore the 
graceful costume of the womea of Sjiia. Tiiib costume 
is tmiy an honor to the exquisite taste of the Syrian ladies 
A light-colored hlue, rose, lilac, and green silk rohe, cut like 
a gentleman's dressing-gown, is open in front over the breast 
and half-way up the sides, descending to the ankle, and fall- 
ing m a train behind ; but the ladies generally laise this up 
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with which the robe de chambre, the trowsera, and the che- 
mise are garnished— the chains, brooches, clasps, and brace- 
lets that decorate the arms, breasts, and swan-like necks of 
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these ladies ? The fpz, alune, wliicli KervfS as a head-dress, 
exposes a profn&ion of curious ornaments. Around the fez 
is tied a Damascaa or Aleppo silk handkerchief, which falls 
carelessly upon the left shoalder, crossed by numeroas rib- 
bons in yariouB directions, and intermingled with pieces of 
lace ; the fez, handkerchief, ribbons, and lace forming, how- 
ever, only the tasteful substructnre yf this work of art. All 
over this, and covermg it, arc clusters of natural flowers, 
renewed from hour to hour; a bunch of roses descends above 
the ear, a, sprig of the blooming orange caresses the cheek 
jasmins, pinks, and pomegranate blossoms are wreathed 
like a diadem, above the brow ; each of these flowers, 
finally, is attached to the handkerchief by a large diamond 
headed or jeweled pin, set according to oriental fashion, 
representing flowers again, and brilliant butterflies. Syrian 
ladies seem to have adopted the maxim that you can never 
have too mnch of a good thing, thereby testifying that they 
consider jewelry to be a very good thing. Now, imagine 
this costume upon a tall, slender form, but well rounded, 
large, brilliant, black eyes, of wonderful depth, a skin of a 
tint that Titian would have lauded, delicate and regular 
refined featnres, and an always graceful and smiling expres- 
sion, and yuu have as accurate an idea as it is possible to 
convey of Syrian beauty. T'or ray own part, I have seen 
more remarkable types of beauty, but rarely one more sedac 
tive. One thmg, however, remains to be told. European 
customs, hitherto so little known and so badly received in the 
Orient, threaten both invasion and success through the toilets 
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of the women — tlio sole feature, perhaps, of Mussulman 
peculiarities wMcii it would be well to respect. The ladies 
of Aleppo are already hegianing to ahandon the roU de cham- 
hre and train for the western petticoat, the brocades and 
satins of Aleppo and Damascus for the productions of Lyons, 
and, what is much more to be regretted,' the shawls and tis- 
sues of India, Persia, and Thibet, for cashmeres manufactured 
in France. 

Latakieh is a small town, and better built than most of 
the towns of Asia Mmor ; the archltectare of the esterior of 
its houses is nothing remarkable, except the houses look like 
houses, and not like cabins tumbling to pieces. The side- 
walks are so high, the middle of the street so dirty, and the 
street itself so narrow, that the only way to get along with- 
out sinking in mud up to tlie knee, is to jump from one side- 
wilk t the other whi h tendeis the pleabuie of promenad- 
ing the toivn of Latakieh a omevlat fat „uing nne. I 
T=iitcd an anciLut triunjhal aic,h attribute 1 to "\ e'ipasian, 
but this moniment his ^'''i'^t'j chanj,ed and was never, 
probably of any gieat beauty when t stood intaa it gave 
me no satistaction. To theie rrans I preferred the orange 
groves the orchards of ohves, and thp £{, trees with which 
the town is surrounded and the solitary palms afar m the 
country, the peifume of whoip groves came to me wafted 
by the breeze that swept gently thiough them. 
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THE LEGEND OF SULTAN IBRiHIM — A HALT J 
BADOUt— ENGLI'^H Ml =1=110 NAKIES IK E 



It w^s Hti' tlie i)llowine day when we quittod Latakleh" 
and tlie sncn,tv of our amnble hosts but as we Lad but 
one stage of tour hours to aeLjmplish cur dehy was a 
matter of not muLh (.nnsequeuLe We were to pass the 
night at Gublettah a smill town on the borders of the s^a, 
where foi several days the Enghsh consuU biother had 
been engaged in secnrmg the remains cf a Rns^iiii vessel, 
wrecked on these shores, and the copper of wbich he hoped 
to recover. 

I am quite ignorant whether such a place as Gublettah 
really exists. The English consul's brother (who was consul 
for Russia) was to have awaited ns at the gates of the 
town, but I conld perceive neither -gates nor town, nor 
anything deserving of the name. I found only a mosque, 
in which the consul had provided our lodging. 1 was very 
glad to learn, some time later, that he himself had not 
inspected our apartments, but had contented himself with 
expelling the subordinate of&cera of the garrison of Gab- 
lettah who occupied it, I was very glad of this, because 
at Latakieh I met the Russian consul's young wife, and it 
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would have heen painful to me to have entortained an unfa- 
vorable opinion of her Lusband. Kow a sav^e only could 
have tolerated the kennel which they provided fur me as 
any kind of a lodging place. I saw his face crimson when 
be came to cast his eyes into the apartment. The reader 
may desire to know what sort of a place this lodging was ? 
I am really unable to describe it. I would state, however, 
that the dens of the filthiest animals would be preferable 
to the rooms oeeupied by the undcr-officers of the garrison 
of Guhlettah. Notwithstanding the reputation of Gublettah 
for feveri, and the coolness of the evening, with a cold 
night to follow, I established myself on the roof of the 
mosque, terrace fashion, and although the pure, fresh air 
circulated freely about me, I found it impossible to remain 
B, moment unconscious that I was in the vicinity of the rooms 
recently occupied by the inferior officers of the garrison of 
Guhlettah. 

Ent after all it was a charming edifice, this old mosque 
of Gfublettah 1 How pathetic the legend attached to it I 
Six hundred years ago there was a sultan named Ibrahim, 
who, becoming weary of the grandeurs of this world, 
resolved to devote himself to a contemplative life. Pro- 
cmmg a deivi ha costume he •m.t out -ilone one night frcm 
his palace and capital and wandeiel ibout i long time 
afar off living upon aim's and enjoynjf thp inlepenl nr 
and dtlights of solitude Destiny at length conducted him 
to the bordei-s of the stream which sfiU flo«s nithin a tew 
paces of thi mosque If the plice wis then a^ it i now, 
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I am not surprised that tlie sultan decided to end ha days 
tliere. A few rods from the searshore, and behind a natural 
hedge of flowering shmbbery, rans a wide brook of pnre, 
eparkhng water, following a course so tortuous as to embrace, 
and almost entirely inclose a field of about a hnndred 
and fifty yards square. Near the centre of this area, whose 
freshness and yerdaro are maintained at all seasons by the 
lively brook which meanders through it, stands an immense 
tree, the name of which I do not know, spreading its 
branches, and protecting with its shade the terra.ce on 
which the mosque rises. If, from this calm and verdant 
retreat, yoa gaze around, yon will perceive on one side 
an interminable series of copses, and on the other the sea, 
and on ita borders the ruins of a Koman amphitheatre. 
Sultan Ibrahim comprehended the beauty of the spot, and 
he resolved to abide there, and to end his days in medi- 
tation and prayer. His life was short, but the legend gives 
no due to the cause of his premature death. Was he the 
victim of an attack by some sanguinary horde ? Did the 
necessaries of hfe fail hira, even those of an anchorite? 
Did luxury and jndnigence so impau- his body as to 
render it incapable of responding to the intense fervor 
of his spirit ? We know not ; but the legend tells us of 
the young sultan's mother, who left the court immediately 
after her son, and followed close upon his footsteps, some- 
times losing them, but always recovering them, and finally 
arriving upon the borders of the limpid brook, where I 
sat Ustenicig to this history from the hps of a venerable 
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Arab santon. All the mother found of iier long sought 
son was a corpse, and that not jet cold. The legend 
narrates, with oriental emphasis, the grief of this woe-be- 
gone mother. " Too late— she arrived too late ! So 
many long days upou the lonely wayside, surroanded by 
danger, suffering, and privations, and with no reward but 
+'■■■" ' May she no longer cherish the dea.r son she came in 



search of, a 



anxious to share ? Yes, 



something there is she may do for him ; she will build a 
monument to perpetuate the memory of his virtues, and 
God will direct the faithful to the body inclosed beneath its 
arches, and point to it as one of his elect." Here ends 
the legend ; but the santon added the following by way of 
conclusion : " The valide (saltan's mother) executed her pro- 
ject, and God has recompensed her for her faith. During 
the six hundred years that the body of Sultan Ibrahim has 
rested within this mosque, miracles without number have 
been performed over his tomb, and all travellers who pass 
by Gublcttah, turn to it to say theu- prayers, and to deposit 
their offerings. Thou, who art a Christian, may not address 
thy prayer to Sultan Ibrahun, but, if tbou desirest it, thou 
Shalt enter into the sanctuary, and it will, no doubt, be 
agreeable to thee to compensate him who obtains for tbee 
this privilege." 

I could have asked for nothing better than to compensate 
the worthy santon for this favor, and I accordingly followed 
him respectfully into the funereal hall, in which the immense 
catafalque of Sultan Ibrahim is deposited. I found it to be 
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the same as I had preriously seen in other mosques where 
the ashes of the illustrious dead are preseryed. A chapel, or 
rather a chamber, situated in the remotest comer of this 
building, and separated from the mosque, properly so called, 
contains a gigantic coffur placed on a scaffolding of wood, 
the head somewhat elevated, and covered with carpets, 
feathers and cashmere shawls. Light from without pene- 
trates but feebly into the inclosure, and its place is supplied 
with a multitude of little oil-lamps, which shed smoke m 
much greater proportion than rays. Offerings are suspended 
around the chamber, as they are in many of our own 
chnrch^. 

Our horses, saddled and bridled, awaited us at the door 
of the mosque. We had a long stage before na, and I was 
in haste to be on my way. An exit, however, was not an 
easy matter. I have related that I was well disposed to 
express my gratitude to the santon who had recounted the 
legend to me ; nnfortunately, if there was but one legend, 
there were several santons, and the claimants to my grati- 
tude proved to be so numerous on my passage out of the 
mosque, as almost to deafen me with their clamors. There 
are many mendicants in Europe ; but they accept whatever 
yott choose to give them, and if you give them nothing, 
withdraw without making any disturbance. Arab mendicants 
are of a wholly different species. Between them and bri- 
gands, there is not much difference, unless it be that the latter 
seek lonely places to strike then- blows, while the former 
i their calling in the midst of a crowd of spectators, 
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who take good care not to interfere. In spite of the protec- 
tion of the Russian consul and my own guards, I do not 
know what would have become of me, had I refused the 
demands of these beggars. I did not dream of doin^ so, but 
my condescension was of no avail. It is a maxim generally 
accepted and followed in the Orient, never to be contented 
with what is offered to you, eyea shouM it be tlie double of 
what yon propose to ask. I discovered traces of this system 
at Venice, where it has certainly been introduced by Le- 
vantine traders. A merchant of the " Procuratie " named to 
me an exorbitant price for some object I have now forgottpn, 
and not being addii-ted to bargaining, I turntd my ba<,\ on 
him ; but the merchant called aftei mo, " Qui diabk, 
madame," said he, " what do you go iway fur ? We 
never name the price we'll take I" A singnlar a\iom, and 
one, the full meaning of which is only comprehensible when 
one baa resided m tlie East 

Fortunately my horses were reidy at the mosque door 
The consul lummaged his poukets, and drawing a fi w paras 
from them, he cast them m the an, so as to have them fall 
some distance behmd my persecutors Scarcely did the 
sound of the com clmkmg on the pavement reach my ear, 
when the circle by which I was confined, scattered, and left 
me free. Taking advantage of it, and springing on my horse, 
I set out on a gallop, casting, however, a look of regret 
upon the mined amphitlieatre which I had been obliged to 
give up visiting. My travelling companions, who did not 
accompany me into Sultan Ibrahim's mosque, compensated 
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themselves for the loss of that monuraeat, in examining these 
Roman ruins, from which they returned delightei3. Accord- 
ing to their report, the amphitheatre of Gablettah is a monu- 
ment of the best style and period, and in a remarkable state 
of preservation. 

We were foUnwed Jiy a numerons escort of hash-hosouks, 
destined to leave us after passing a certain point generally 
repated to be very dangerous. It was precisely on thif* spot 
that we lialted for breakfast, and so fascinating was it, that 
I would cheerfully have remained there several days in the 
teeth of all the brigands ia the universe. The borders 
of the sea are generally arid, and in Syria they are more so 
thau anywhere else. There must be some secret influence 
by which the physical laws arc often nuIliCed in this land 
of prodigies, where the most enchanting scenes burst sud- 
denly on your sight just when you anticipate stones, 
brambles, and a waste of sand. Certam oases in Syria 
resist all explanation and ^iefy all hypothesis, both in the 
magnitude and in the number of obstacles over which thoy 
trmmph. Ought not the salt atmosphere of the sea to 
affect alito every tract lying upon its borders ? How is it 
that after maj-cbing for entire days on a sand beach, and 
among stunted, deformed trees, one suddenly finds himself on 
the confines of an English park ? A lawn takes the place of 
sand, and an infinite variety of vigorous trees succeeds to 
low bushes and underwood. Flowers of brilliant colors ami 
large petals charm the eye and perfume the atmosphere ; 
thonsands of birds sing with a fervor and an energy which 
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the birds of more temperate climes neyer attain. Our 
BwaDows, for example, when on the wing, utter one mono- 
tonous note and nothing more ; but the Asiatic swallow, 
smaller than ours, with his long wings and long, forked tail 
of a beautiful metallic blue, and his orangc-oolored neck and 
breast, sings almost as sweetly as the nightingale ; its voice 
has a graver tone, but its soi^ varies httle, either in rhythm 
or melody, from that of our great songster. The vitality of 
oriental nature is here paramount, and nowhere did we find it 
lovelier than in the oasis where wc halted soon after leaving 
Gublettah. An old castle, of I know not what epoch, crowns 
a slight elevation a few rods from the sea. It was not easy, 
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harmony. They told me that the old castle often served as 
a retreat for brigands. I did not believe It. And yet, 
many of our guards who were to accompany us to Tarabulus 
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(Tripoli), urged us to proceed, remindiDg us that there were 
still ten hours to make (they were camels' hours) before we 
could reach Tortosa, which was to be our haltiug-plac* for 
the night. We were obliged to yield to tneir entreaties, and 
it was with a had grace that I turned my back upon the 
old castle, its blooming curtain of leaves and flowers, 
the green prairies, and the deep, dark shadows of the 
majestic trees. On leaving places like this in Syria, one can- 
not avoid saying to himself : " I shall never again gaze 
upon a scene like that 1" So many probabilities are there 
of such a convictioD being verified, it renders one sad 
indeed. 

We had a weary day after the deUghtful halt. From 
eleven o'clock in the mommg to four o'clock in the afternoon, 
the heat was insufferable. We stopped for a short time 
under the walls of Banias, an old town, the fortifications of 
which, evidently of European construction, helong to the era 
of the Crusades. We coasted along the sea-shore, and about 
an hour before sunset, we perceived ahead of us, on the 
extreme end of a tongue of laud which projects into the sea,, 
a dark, irregular mass, whicli they informed us was Tortosa. 
Near the promontory, and almost touching the mainland, is 
an island called Woman's Maiid, thus named because 
it is almost exclusively occupied by the wives, mothers, sisters 
and daughters of the sailors and fishermen who pass their 
lives upon the waters. We derived fresh courage from the 
sight of Tortosa. " We are not there yet I" sontentiously 
exclaimed one of our guards. Nothing is more irritatiug 
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than a comment like this, coming to chill the prospects of the 
weary, wayworn traveller. But having had, unfortunately, 
some experience of the deceptions mscparable from a journey 
ia the OriDnt, I was forced to admit to myself that the 
guard was right. 

Night came rapidly on ; the moon did not appear, but 
n^ht in the East is never very dark. It might be called a 
kind of twiUght. The landscape is sometimes as well lighted 
at midnight as it is an hour after sunset, and yet not a star 
will be visible, and the sky will be covered with clouds. 
Whatever it was, night had come — one of those doubtful 
nights in which the road is more easily missed than when 
there is the greatest obscurity. You perceive every object 
that snrrounds yon, but you perceive also some that, far from 
BHrrounding you, do not even exist, and those which do exist 
often appearing to you under entirely new forms and almost 
unrecognizable. We saw the town of Tortosa while dayhght 
lasted ; we thought we still saw the town after night had 
closed in on ns. It was there, right before us, a very little 
distance off. " See," we exclaimed, " its old fortified walls — 
there ia ite old tower ; this town occupies a considerable 
stretch of ground ; it onght to be a place of some import- 
ance I" Thus discoursing, we kept marching forward toward 
our town. A turn of the road hides it a moment from our 
view ; after winding round the point which conceals it from 
us, we shall then be within a few steps of it — we turn the 
point and find nothing. The phantom of a town had vanished 
into " thin air," and we were marching two hours more be- 
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fore we reached the walls which at one time we almost fan- 
cied we could touch with our fingers. 

Of Tortosa I saw notliing but the streets through which I 
passed on my way to oar lodging ; but what I did see of it 
reminded me of some little old town uf Europe. The bouses, 
bailt with stone, face the street, whikt elsewhere the streets 
are formed by walls inclosing spaces wherem tlie houses are 
entirely concealed from Tiew. The chamber in which I 
passed the night was vaulted hke the houses of Jerusalem, as 
well as those in Syrian towns generally, m which the Crusa- 
ders continued for any lengthenetj period. In traversing the 
town the day after my arrival, I remarked several edifices of 
European construction, which recalled to mind certain town- 
halla in Normandy. The aspect of the town is sombre, even 
melancholy, in itself— but can anything be melancholy to an 
exile in that which reminds him, of his native land ? 

From Tortosa to Tripoli is as far as from Gublcttah to 
Tortosa. The first day poorly prepared ns for the second ; 
seTeral of our horses were still less prepared for it than our- 
selv^, and to complete the aeries of misfortunes, not a shelter 
was attainable during the entire stage. Toward mid-day, 
however, we noticed an Arab village at the top of a rising 
ground, the first one of the kind I had seen, consisting of 
about a dozen tents of a brown material, woven ont of 
camel's or goat's hair. The men were away, and as the 
tents were occupied by women, we thought they might dis- 
pose of some milk to us. A. most unfortunate idea 1 Wc sup- 
posed tliat Arab women resembled other women ; we were 
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sadly disappointed, however, on seeing the sin^lar creatures 
that issued from the teats on our approach. Enormous dogs 
preceded them, barking, growling, snapping, and endeavoring 
to bite oar horses' legs ; the rage of these animals, however, 
was simple urbanity compared to the spirit of the women. 
They were dressed in a blue cloth blouse, with a rag of the 
same material enveloping the head and falling on the shonl- 
ders ; a leather belt encircled the waist ; their black, greasy 
skin was decked with black and blue tattooings, the lips, 
especially, being totally concealed beneath a stain of indigo ; 
the ends of their noses served as receptacles for various 
ornamenta, little rings of copper and gold, and small filigree 
flowers of silver. There were undoubtedly some young per- 
sons among the number, but all seemed to be of the same 
&ge, and that a tolerably advanced one ; all seemed, like- 
wise, to possess the same intractable humor ; they menaced 
as with their fists, making hideous grimaces, and at the same 
time vociferating insults and curses, and all because we 
requested a few mouthfuls of milk 1 Thus edified by the 
hospitality of these blue-lipped ladies, we had no desire to 
prolong negotiations. We departed at a gallop, being an 
uncomfortable gait for our poor horses, on account of the 
kicks they were obliged to give the dogs which snapped at 
theu- legs, never slacking our pace until we got beyond the 
reach of their hootings and the stones showered on us by 
the women. I promised myself as we rode away, never 
again to ask Arab women for milk. 
That evening did not pass much more agreeably thau the 
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preceding. After a toUsome march, and with night already 
upon ns, onr horses deposited ns at Tripoli, before the door 
Of the Austrian consul, who was a brother-in-hiw of my hosts 
of Latakieh and Gublettah. The two consuls had taken 
pains to write to this ofheial, to advise him of my arriyal, 
and had charged me with nuraerona kind messages for his 
sister. It was with full confidence, then, that I knocked at 
the consul's door, enjoying in anticipation the pleasure I was 
about lo furnish him in bringing good news from Us friends. 
I sent my dragoman to announce my an-ival, and awaited his 
return m the street, seated on my horse, and struggling with 
little efcct against fatigue and sleep, which were fast ovei^ 
powering me. A reasonable lime having elapsed, and he 
not returnmg, I bogged one of my companions t» go and see 
what was the matter. In » few moments he appeared, with 
his face fiushed, informing me, in an angry mood, that the 
consul was not at all disposed to receive us, and that he con- 
jured up all sorts of pretexts to avoid opening his door to us. 
I was so much aicistomed to a eoidul welcome from the 
poorest as well as the richest among the oriental that this 
proceeding on the part of the consul aroraod my indignation 
Patigne disappeared as if by enehantment I would cheer 
fQlIy have passed the night on a tmnstile (if sucli a ttang 
tad eiisted at Tripoh) rather than set foot undci this mhos 
pitable roof Some compromise however, had to be made 
between a turnstile and the lu.tnan e nauls dwelling so 
I imjmted ot the spcctatits aronnl me i,semblel m 
spite of the lateness of the hour if they were acquainted 
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with aDj one who, for love or money, would receive us for 
the night. A CarmeJite coDVent was mentioned, situated at 
the opposite extremity of the town ; bat its doors were never 
opened after a certain hour, besides which, it was donbtfal 
if women would be admitted. I bore a letter of introduc- 
tion to the physician attached to the quarantine establish- 
ment, but he was absent. The prevailing opinion was, that 
I would find nowhere so good qnarters as in the consul's 
establishment, and every one seemed to think that the 
shortest and the wisest course was to persist in my efforts to 
obtain admittance there. As to the question of ray offended 
dignity, that was a matter quite beyond the conception of 
the citizens of Tripoli. 

Arrived at this point of our deliberations, and I confess 
we had made but little progress, my dragoman appeared, 
accompanied by the consul's dragoman, both announc- 
ing, with the air of parties who had lately maintained a 
vigorous conflict, that the consul was waiting for me, and 
that I might have my luggage carried in. I hesitated, but 
what could be done ! It was near midnight^we knew no 
one in Tripoli, even by name — in body and mmd we were all 
exhausted, both man and beast. I accordingly followed 
the two dragomans into a vast court, fitted up with marble, 
and Kurrounded by vines, and kept in a state of exquisite 
eleanlinesH. A front vestibule, well lighted, the reflections 
of the light playing about on the polished surfaces of the 
marble pavements and wainscots, as if in so many Venetian 
mirrors, quite dazzled me. In a side chamber, almost as 
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large as the vebtibule bat less glitteim^ and better fur 
Dished, there lay stietched on a divdu the peiaon tt the 
formidable conful his heid in a rught-cap aud his body 
enveloped m a robe de c&amhe A glance 'satisfied n.e that 
he had not jet btcome reconciled to the obligatioa imposed 
upon him. I da not even know if he had -inftieieiit control 
over himself to lorego the pimlege of addreviing me &fine 
dubioua comphment , but I give him no time , he had been 
disturbed, and was Loneeqnently surly— I was angry which 
was much better WhiW he was steadjing himsclt on his 
couch, as if about to rise, I moved forward, and addressed 
him slowly in a firm voice, " I beg to assure jou, monsieur, 
that I should not have presented myself at your door, had 
not your own friends earnestly entreated me to do so, and, if 
it were possible, I would this moment leave your house, and 
find a lodging elsewhere. I accept from yoti that only 
which you cannot refuse me, a lodging for one night. Tour 
vestibule will answer my purpose, and to-morrow morning, as 
soon as the un iiaes I will contnue my journey." 

The Anstiian eoi 'iul w is not an ill-tempered man, and he 
bad no thought of committing a breach of politeness ; he 
was sunplj nervou hyj ochondiiaeai, and in short, a valetudi- 
narian. People who hive Ived a long time in the Orient, 
lose all habits of self-restraint, and those who have never 
been out of it never acquire them. He was told at eleven 
o'clock at night that about twenty people demanded a 
hospitable reception ; he found himself somewhat embar- 
rased, the embarraasment provoked ill-humor, and he was 
8* 
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not able to conceal it Whi*n he perce Ycd that the feehnga 
of his guests weie wounded he w^s giievcd ind expicsscd 
hia concern as earne tly and w tti a mn h frinkness as he 
prev ously d splayed in gir ig way to his discontent My 
anger vanished as if hj enchantn ei t Mv attentnn too 
had been directed to an object infin tcly muie pleas ng thin 
the consul — hi? wife the sistei of my host it Litikich 
whom I had not obst,ryed bef ire she be ng seated in i 
shadowy plate when I enterel She noithe spoke nor 
underotuod any langna^e but Arabic but she leallj 
di\iaed that her hn band and myself were not interchang ng 
compliments She aio e quietlj anl ippioath ng me took 
my hand and mnrmnied gently a few words m Arab c the 
sense if not the meaning of which I wis quite able to com 
prebend 

The wife of the Anstnan con'iiil at Tripol la the must 
beautiful woman I saw in Syna and her costume wis tl e 
most charmini^ ind moie coquttti h than any I hid h tiierto 
admired fehe made a sign to the tonaul s dragoman and 
drected him to tell me ill that her pietty countenance 
had imputed already My room isis m orler anl she her 
self went to prej are my sup] er an 1 offered to serre it the 
cause of her hnsband s petulancy was a feir that I might not 
find under hi roof all the comforts which I had a nght to 
expect He wis ill ind the least agitation contused h n 
she howcTer reassured hiM promis ng tl it I honli want 
fir Both ng or at all events that he would ohtam m^ tor 
giveness for whatever was wanting that she was unable to 
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procure for me. Wtilst she was thus speaking with me, 
accompanying her words with the loveliest smiles, and a look 
in which a shade of uneasiness mingled itself with the sweet 
gaiety which seemed natural to her, I forgot both mj anger 
and the canse which kindled it I regarded alternately this 
wife, still BO beantifiil, so young, so attractive ; a group of 
children playing silently in the corner, which betokened a 
certain degree of tlmorousness ; the hnsband, the master, 
lying there buried in the folds of his dressing-gown, and lost 
in the yapors of ill-humor ;— I called to mind the countless 
European houschoMs established on the same basis, presents 
ing the same contrasts, and I said to myself, that in all 
climes and in all costumes, human nature is ever the same. 

Without further ceremony, I followed my lovely hostess 
into the dining-room, and there received from her pretty 
white hands whatever she pleased to offer me. A few 
minutes later I tasted the sweetest repose in a comfortably- 
furnished apartment. On the following day, my friend, the 
consul, appeared in a charming humor. During the night, 
whUe I was asleep, he received the letter dispatched by his 
brother-in-law, announcing my arrival, and which some unac- 
ODuntahle aocident had delayed upon the road. I left 
TripoU, accordingly, well pleased with ray short sojourn 
there, and perfectly reconciled with the worthy consul, who 
was, after all, an exeellent, if a suffering and somewhat 
capricious man. Four hours only separated us from 
Eadoun. The weather was warm and fine, our luggage 
had preceded ns, aocording to custom, and we were free 
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from all disquietude— but it is just in this condition of com- 
plete secnrity that misfortune is ready to surprise us. 

It was imposable to wander from our road duriug the first 
part of onr Journey to Ba^ioan, inasmuch as we were not to 
leave the sea-shore ; but destiny willed that we should rea«h 
a promontory beyond which the road recedes from the sea 
and at a time when night wholh ext ngmshes the la&t gleams 
of twilight. Another yery unloitnnate c rcumstance and 
the effects of which I felt while m> journey lasted was to 
hare for dragoman a man as yam a d ignorant la he was 
stupid. This person!^, obsequious anl arrCgint by turns 
had a small figure, and was veiy ugly he was of Euioj eau 
origin, having been born on a Danish ves el oi which 
Mb mother had taken parage for the Orient anl this 
vessel was all that he ever ki ew of Europe while the only 
s of the West he had a sm-ittei nj, cf was Italian 
5elf at Constintinriple he suocee led I know 
not how, in acquiring a tolerably good position. During the 
first year of my sojourn in Asia, I had employed him for a 
few months on my farm, and had then discharged him in a fit 
of impatience, and finally, having encountered him again on 
my way to Angora, consented to admit him anew as one of 
my escort. After my arrival in Syria, I perceived that he 
was just as ignorant of Arabic as he was of ajiy other idiom, 
oriental or occidental, and I regretted, too late, having 
allowed him to join my suite. In his eyes, the title of inter- 
preter and that of prime minister were identical ; he would, 
accordingly, neglect no opportunity to detach a portion of 
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the caravan from the rest, simply for tlie satisfaction of 
parading himself in front of me, mounted ou one of my 
largest horses, with a gun on his shoulder, and an immense 
red sash rolled around his hody, garnished with pistols and 
poignards. If this extraordinary dragomaa had been uselera 
only, I would have regarded tiie annoyance of his presence as 
a matter of little importance ; but unfortunately, although as 
ignorant of geography as lie was of language, he pretended 
to be familiar, in all its details, with the topography of the 
country we were passing over. The day of our march 
toward Badoun made us aware, to our cost, of the little 
foundation there was to his pretensions. 

Directed by the personage just described, we first followed 
the coast toward the promontory which crosses the road 
leading to Badoun. After passing this promontory the road 
makes a turn to the left, crones a few ravines, and then 
rejoins the coast a short distance from Badoun. Our drago- 
man, on reaching the promontory, directed us toward the 
mountains, but instead of pursuing the beaten track, he 
entangled himself, and us along with him, in the bed of a 
mountain torrent, whicli not only led in the wrong direction, 
hut which presented a multitude of obstacles to our horses' 
feet. On emerging from the bed of this torrent, we found 
ourselves on the slope of a high mountain, and facing a circle 
of rocks which bounded our horizon on every feide. This 
desolate landwape, illuminated by the moon, clearly exposed 
our guide's mistake, his confidence, this time, neemmg to be 
utterly paralyzed. Were we to pass the night here gazing at 
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the stars, or were we to push on, or should we retrace our 
steps ? We were discussmg these diyerse propositious, when 
one of the party thought he detected a path, which path cer- 
tainly ought to lead to some village. There was no time for 
hesitation. It was no longer Badoun, but a shelter that we 
wanted. We accordingly followed up the traces of the path, 
and happily were not disappointed, for they conducted us to 
a plateau on the declivity of the mountain from which we 
discovered a village not far distaut. To reach the nearest 
houses was no great affair, but there yet remained an 
entrance into them, the silent streets through which we wan- 
dered resembling the funereal avenues of a necropolis. Exter- 
naliy, the houses had neither doors nor windows. It was 
evident that the peaceful villagers had organized a system of 
nocturnal protection against the wandering tribes, whose 
invasions they had doubtless more than once submitted to. 
Two or three of our party proceeded, nevertheless, toward a 
cabin standing on the outskirts of the village which seemed 
to be less barricaded and less inaccessible than the others. 
In effect, the door, which they succeeded in finding, yielded 
to their efforts ; they soon reappeared, pushing before them 
a half-naked man, while from the dwellings around there 
issued a chorus of feminine lamentations as a signal of alarm. 
It gave us some trouble to eonviuc* our prisoner tlrat we 
desired no ransom, and that wc meant to pay him liberally if 
he would conduct us to Badoun. The knave pretended to be 
blind. To this objection we repUed, that we desired him to 
guide us only by such instincts as he himself made use of to 
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reenlateliisownpiogress "ft o weic not wn- moieover tu 
have aa oppuituiiity to liumiliate om diagcmdn bj thus put- 
ting a blind man in tlie plice of an igi!Oia,nt une The 
knave uufortunatelj was only half bhnd , after marching 
some tune behind him tve discovered that in order to get 
money out of iis he wa^j leading nt, round and round the tU 
lage One of the party aucordmglj apphed the b^uel of his 
gun to his ear, and thieatened to &hoot him m case he con- 
tinaed to deceive us iny longer. From this time the pre- 
tended blind man stopped stumbling, and all semblance of 
groping, and proceeded straight forward to Badoun, from 
which town the village into which wo had strayed is distant 
about a couple of hours. 

I have no fear of laying too great a stress on accidents of 
this kind. These delays, these mishaps, these narrations of 
disputes between travellers and dragomans, this recurrence to 
force agamst perfidious or munical people, all of it appertains 
to a journey in the Orient, and must find a place in the nar- 
ratives of all who deehe to render Eastern customs, so novel 
to Europeans, comprehensible. I can now pass more rapidly 
over the two days' journey that separated me from Beyrout. 
I have nothing to say of Badoun, except that I found there, 
with a degree of satisfaction perfectly intelligible, a good 
room and a good supper. Erom Badoun to Beyrout the 
road runs by the seaside. Sometimes we were riding on a 
sandy beach, the horses wet-tmg their feet In the waves ; 
sometimes we followed the traces of ancient roads, their con- 
struction extendmg back to the E«man epoch, and cut along 
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the rocky sides of the mountains that rise perpendioularly 
out of the sea. We passed near the old town of Eiblos, 
whose fortifications are the work of the Craaadcrs, and which 
now bears the name of Gibel. It was during tliis stage that, _ 
for the first time since my arrival in Syria, we encountered 
Enropeau travellers — a clergyman of the English church, and 
his wife. The husband was dressed entirely in black, as if 
ready to ascend the pulpit, wearing a close-fitting white cra- 
vat, and a white felt bat surrounded with a band of black 
crape. Hie wife seemed to be dressed as if about to prome- 
Dade in an English park, oEly she wore over her hat a kind 
of compUcated hood, composed of pasteboard, linen, and 
whalebone, intended to protect the head from the sun's rays. 
A parasol, howeyer, asserted its prerogative, and towered 
above the hood. This couple, so fittle oriental ua appear- 
ance and purposes, were engaged on a mission. Speaking 
no other tongue than English, provided with a certain num- 
ber of Bibles, and an Arabic grammar and dictionary, they 
were scouring towns, villages, mountains, and plains, all 
desert and inhabitable places, converting, or trying to con- 
vert, fUe-mik, to Protestantism, Turks, Arabs, Mussulmans, 
idolaters, Jews, and Catholics, 

Syria is invaded, overran in every sense, by English and 
American missionaries, whose candor and good faith are 
incontestably more remarkable than their tact or intelligence. 
With the orientals, conversion has become a kind of lucrative 
pursuit, and the convert who has played this part two or 
three times, gets to be a very n 
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capital, and puttiog himself into commerce, acquires a 
fortune. The way the thiag is managed among ail sects 
and religions, but principally among the Jews— wlio are, for 
I know not what reason, the favorites of Protestants— is this : 
An individual maj or may not assist at special conferences 
held by tli mib aries for tfie purpose of 'replying to objec- 
ti n ais 1 by th infidels against the doctriaea of Calvin or 
Luthe I ha never been present at any of these con- 
fe n bu I nfess I would cheerfully have resorted to 
on uld I ha done so incognito, in order to listen to the 
cnrious discussions between men bom and reared in all the 
subtleties of scholasticism, and the degenerate children of 
Israel or Jodah amonf at whom intelligence and morality are 
words destitute of meaning. Whatever may be the singular 
features of these assemblies, the Jew who embraces Protest- 



antism, obtains remuneration or a pension. 



which, however, 



s but temporary, that is to say, it is paid to him nntil they 
succeed in procuring for him some honest employment ; the 
pension is then withdrawn, and the ardor of the convert's 
faith dies out. He departs ; he passes into a district but 
little frequented by Europeans, and especially by mission- 
aries ; he returns to his owa commnnion, provided it be not 
more to his advantage to embrace Islamism— which depends 
on circumstances wholly foreign to matters of faith. His 
new eo-religionists rival in generosity, if not in candor, the 
Protestant missionaries, particularly if they have been well 
selected ; they do not grant pensions to lost sheep recovered, 
a are an occidental contrivance, nor do they 
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provide work for the convert, because this sort of enconrage- 
meut is not liiioly to attract proselytes ; but their houses are 
open to him , the penitent may eat at one skcp at another, 
and hiTC himself clothed at a third. This lists for some 
mouths, until the fact of his conversion is lost sight of when 
the neglected sheep then turns back to put him&flf m the 
way of some pious Protestant mi^ionary, takmg care 
alwajs to avoid the theatie of his previous exploits, and the 
encuvintPimg of an old beueftctur. Many anil miny a 
rogue has passed a vouth in thus going from one fsjth to 
another, with no object in view liut to miintiin an idle 
eiistence, and with no other effect than to bung discicdit 
and sometimes ridicule on the efforts, m so manv rcpccta 
perfectly honorable, of the Protestant cleigy 

Eeiiout, where we aiiivcd a day and a half aiter qmtting 
Badonn, marks the end of this laborious jonmey, of which 
Alexandrttti was cm staitingpoint, and the incidents of 
which appcii to mo to exhibit oiicntjl hospitality in some 
of Its characteristic traits At Bevrout theie beg^n for me 
another seiies of obseivations It was no longei on the 
Mussuhnan Orient, but on the Chnstan Orient, that 1 was 
hencefoith to hi. my attention Sites and monuments were 
about to divide the cmiosity hitheito and ahno't solely 
devoted to aianneTs and customs Miny surpusos and 
dectptions weie also m itoie foi me Iti^as not without 
pam, that, on visiting (.elcbrtted locahtie', I found myself 
eonstramed to di=card mj dreams, in order to contemplate 
realities less accordant with or less igieeable to my fancy; 
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on my arrival at Beyroat, I discovered that my imagination 
was about to be exposed to more than one rebuff. I gazed, 
for instance, upon Lebanon's arid range, and sought in vnia 
for the forests of cedars that the Scriptures mention* This 
kind of surprise threatens every traveller who visits the laud 
of the Bible, possessed with too vivid ideas of it derived from 
the sacred text. I considered myself thenceforth as duly 
advised. Among my impressions of Beyront, this is the only 
one that has left important traces behind it. As for the 
town itaelf, it may be characterized in a single phrase— it Is 
the least Asiatic among the towns of Asia, and among the 
towns of the Orient, it is the most European. 

" Tbe cedars exist, however, but on an area of ten or tweWe rods 
square, whilst the Lebanon rimge occupies an extensive region. 
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THE MOUKTAINS or GALILEE iKD THE ANCIENT 
JUDEA. 

Entehing now oa the last stages of mj jouniey, I 
looked forward impatiently to some compensation for the 
tedious days of the last few months passed on the roads of 
Asia Minor, Were my anticipations realized ? Notwith- 
standing the many pleasant souvenirs I have preserved of my 
BOjonm in Jerusalem, I confess that more than one disap- 
pointment awaited me, and that my disposition to imagine 
ideal aspects of celebrated places, and be unaffected by 
realities, was only too often exercised. Fortunately, I was 
seeking, in the Orient, for something more than sites and 
monuments. It is oriental life, but this time the life of the 
Christian Orient, life in the ancient Jewish kingdom, which 
especially claimed my attention, and it was on the hospi- 
tality of convents that I was going to *e enlightened. 
After reposing successively under the roofs of Muftis, in the 
palaces of mountain princes, and in the villas of consuls, I 
was, between Beyront and Jernsalem, about to live more 
and more among the numerous representatives of the 
CathoUc world in the Orient. A new subject of study was 
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about to present itself to me, and divert my mind front the 
Btemer vicissitudes of nomadic life. 

But I had not yet seen the last of this nomadic life. 
Scarcely out of Bejrout, we found ourselves again contend- 
iog with the countless obstacles of an oriental journey. It 
was only after a most toilsome ride, began in the morning 
and continued into the night, that we reached Sidon, the end 
of o«r first stage. Once at Sidon, we hastened on to the 
gate of the French khan — for Sidon possesses a French 
khan, and all European travellers passing through that town, 
know it well. The master of the khan, by the by, is one 
of the most amiable of the consular agents that France pos- 
sesses in the Orient. Provided with a letter of introduction 
from the French consul at Tripoli to his colleague at Sidon, 
I was welcomed so cordially, as to make me deeply regret 
not being able to remain at this French khan a longer time. 
The consul who thus welcomed me has a numerous family- 
ten children, perhaps ; and his income is quite moderate, the 
greater part of it being dependent on the revenue of the 
khan, the amomit of which decreases daily. The caravan 
which came so suddenly on him, was composed of about 
twenty persons, exclusiTe of guides, muleteers, and our 
indigenous escort, all of whom had eaten scarcely a mouthful 
for twenty-fonr hours, and had passed one Bight without 
sleep. To have breakfasted with a host in such a precarious 
position, and one we were famdmr with, would have been a 
grave reproach to us, and it was our intention, after making 
a Ehort call on the consul, to purchase our provisions at the 
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bazaars, and prepare our morning repast under the first trees 
that presented themselves after our departure from the town. 
The consul's extreme kindness prevented tlie execution of 
this well-conceived plan. He protested against it, and 
evidently not merely in accordance with the hollow forms 
of politeuess. To our multiplied objections he opposed 
irresistible arguments, leading us «n meanwhile into a 
dining-room, where on a table, served in European style, 
appeared a sumptuous breakfast, already prepared in our 
honor. We were now obliged to yield. I was the more 
readily disposed to accede to the French consul's oppo- 
sition to my scruples, when I found that Asia was only 
represented at the collation by some of its choice fruits 
and peculiar preseiTes. While we were thus comfortably 
breakfastmg, our attendants were treated with like profu- 
sion. It was with a sentiment of gratitude rarely excited 
by the very best of entertainments, that we left the French 
khan and pursued our journey. Nothing now remained but 
to reach Jerusalem as rapidly as possible. The consul at 
Sidon furnished m with all essential information, and, 
according to his advice, wc proceeded, not toward Jaffa, 
bnl toward Nazareth, from which one or two days' march 
would bring us to Jernsalem. 

This day, so agreeably commenced, passed off without 
accident, ending, after a tolerably long ride, in a hotel at 
Snr, the ancient Tyre. The master of this establishment 
seemed to be a species of half-breed— part European, part 
Asiatic ; and his melancholy, inert look indicated but 
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meagre fare— an indication wliich was fully verified. Must 
it be aclinowiedged tliat ancient Tjre once stood wliere the 
liumblB liouses of Sur now stand ? If it be so, neyer did 
a great and powerful city so completely disappear beneath 
sack contemptible masses of plaster I What 1 not a marble 
column, not an arch, not one pavement, although Palmyra, 
Baalbec and Nineveh have handed down so many pre- 
cious remains ? Where are the ruins of aye? Has the 
sea wholly engulfed the ancient capital of King Hiram? 
As to Sur, it is a wretched little town, possessing no char- 
acter or originality of any kind, and it is bnUt on a plain 
where a Syrian sun prevents the growth of the shghtest 
vegetotion. 

The following day was one of the most melancholy of 
ontjouney. Scarcely had the sun arisen over the moun- 
tains of Qahleo, when we were in our saddles, glad to 
depart from our uncomfortable hotel at Sur. The road 
along the sea, however, was in no respect attractive, and 
it had recently been the srane of a terrible tragedy. A 
small vessel, commanded by an Arab captam, and filled with 
Greelc pilgrims, had been driven by the winds upon the 
rocks, and had wrecked near the shore, the unfortunUe 
pilgrhns, a majonty of whom were old men and women, 
immediately filKng the at with their cries of distress. 
Watched by about twenty horsemen assembled on the 
beach, the Arab captain and sailors succeeded in trans- 
potting them to the land ; but no sooner did they touch the 
shore than they tell under the blows of these mounted 
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assassins, who massacred them all, at the same time seizing 
their effects. Not one of these anfoitunatc crsatures 
. death. The Arab captain, in concert with the 
1 shore, was suspected of having effected the 
wreck in order to pillage the passengers, and was accordingly 
arrested, but he managed to avoid punishment by paying 
a portion of blood-money. As to the bodies of the ship- 
wrecked pilgrims, they remained exposed upon the beach, 
nobody caring to provide them with a burial place. Snch, 
at least, was the public report. We bad the good fortune 
not to encounter any vestiges of the recent massacre — in all 
probability the birds of prey from the neighboring mountains 
had finished their banquet. 

The aspect of the region we were now traversmg was but 
littlo calculated to remove the impressions excited by the 
narrative of this massacre We suffeied seveiely under 
almost intolerable heat. Our horses' feet sunk to then: 
fetlocks in burning sand. To the lelt, in'itead of the Leba- 
non crowned with villages, there were only the aiid monn 
tains of Galilee. After a few hour^' march, we reached 
a sort of oasis, formed by some scattered bushes, in the 
midst of which there ran a slender thread of v. ater We 
deemed it prudent to halt m the shadow of these bushes, 
and wait patiently until the sun began to dechne Most 
grievously did we repent of this decision When about to 
resume our march, it was di&coveied that our horscb were 
affected with a strange malady. The greater portion of 
our hu-ed animals, which previously to this appeared to be 
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in perfect health now draped themselves along -nith \ most 
extraodnuy hnguor Batted in sweat then eyes- dull 
aid the skin cold these [oor beasts seemed to be at the 
sates of death We decidtd to send on th e most 
affected unler the <,hiTf,e of one of oai mer a worthy 
Geimin from Baden seemm^ly a devotee anl vtrj lonest; 
then think ng that the remammg hoi&es could eisily over- 
take the advance guaid ne deteimined to give them a few 
momenta repose Tlis new halt provel no le infortunate 
thao the other fecvrcely had we le umei oui maich, when 
one of the horses of a good Anatohan breed 'itopped in 
a lit of trembhn^ the riler jumped off ind followed after 
us leading liis hoisc bv the bridle Anotler horse soon 
showed the same si„ns of exhaustion ind a few ro h further 
on we encountered our Badm-: waiting fsi u'; alon^Nide of a 
Turcoman horse stiet«hed upon the gronnl and ready to 
breathe his hat This man lacked patience as he subse- 
quently coi fea L 1 and in oi ler to counteract the animal's 
weakness he had recourse to means by no meanb charitable, 
that of duving him iloi e; w th bl us 

We Lontmucd our route as best we coul 1 m the midst 
of om horses groans anl the oaths <.f their nders ; but 
fruitlessly for the sun went down befo e we could leach the 
vUlage where we intended to jest that nigl t ai 1 the name 
of whicl we thouf,ht we hil committel t) memory. In 
order to e=Ltpe a lepetition tf the day a accident I detcr- 
mmed not to stop untd I reached this losing place, and 
accord ugly pushed on in s] te of the obscunty relyii^ on 
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the dragoman's directions, and believing myself ou the 
direct road. All at once, I found that, in my precipitation, 
I had left behind me the principal part of the escort ; I 
oould only recognize my daughter Marie, the dragoman, 
and two of the servants at my side — the latter assaring me 
that my companions were following close after us, and doing 
their best to sustain the courage of their horses. I urged 
on my horse anew. The dragoman preceded us with the 
air of a man whose position as leader was assigned to him 
by iiatnre. Fascinated by his boldness, we galloped after 
him, showing a naive credulity which soon met with its 
punishment. The dragoman, in fact, knew no better than 
ourselves where we were going. The darkness increased : 
the rocks assumed all sorts of strange forms, the smallest 
bnshes transformed themselves in our eyes into lingering 
horsemen, while the cries of nocturnal birds sounded in our 
ears like the tones of human voices; and as to our com- 
panions, we had completely lost ail trace of them. 

What hours these were passed thus in struggling with 
the fatigue of our journey combined with hallucinations of 
the senses I But with what feverish joy do yon welcome 
at snch a time the first signs of a human habitation ! Such 
was the joy we experienced on catching the perfume of 
an orange grove, that swept by us suddenly, as if enveloping 
us in a cloud. "Blessed odor!" I exclaimed; "there is a 
garden, a house, perhaps a village !" With hopes revived 
we again urged our horses on in the direction of tliis deli- 
cious perfume. Wo penetrated into a labyrinth of verdant 
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thicket' freshened by mnrmunDg wateie, and ■'Jon fouud 
oniselTea in the mid'it of a fine orchiid, and then jt the 
foot of an eminencp crooned with habitations A file 
of brambles, with an old woman btandmg neai it, hor 
face tattooed in black and white, attracted us to an open 
space near the elevation and we demanded information of 
the rest of our escort " Aie there any trdTelleia in yonder 
viUs^e'" " Nobody," replies the old woman " Nobody 1 
Bnt what will become of ns?" A woman, a child, two 
men, and a dragoman, without money and almost without 
anna, and ridin? iilIc boraea, was enough to exo te venous 
uoncern The dragoman ordered the old womin to CDnduLt 
us to the sheik of the neighbonng vilh§e Alter a ftw 
moments' hesitation 'fhe eomphed, and lan on ihcil of us 
How we followed hei to a villige other than that in which 
our escort was awaiting ns, how the ftaud v>a,f d scovered, 
how we finally rejoined our companicna encimp d ts the 
best of their ability, in an Arab house in the himlet we fiist 
noticed — all these details, which I spare the rq-ider do but 
recall the many occasions of ennui I have alreaiy descintpd 
upon, in narrating the incidents of previous stages The 
night which, followed this tedious iide brought me as a 
climax to misfortune, no repose ; the room ass gi ed to me 
being only partially covered by a roof and the wind mshii^ 
down the aperture at will, whirling iway the ashes on the 
hearth in a most capricious fashion tendered repose im 
possible. 
Notwithstanding the inconveniences of this mournful 
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aaylnm, we decided on passing the forenoon of the following 
day there, in order to attend to our horses medically, and 
to estimate our losses. We found three honses dead, and 
three others serioasly ill.* They carried the poor beasts 
to a field shaded with fig-trees, where onr tents were pitched. 
The body of one of my favorite horses, among the dead, 
was deposited a short distance off, and a dog took its place 
by the side of it, eo as to drive away the birds of prey and 
the jackals which roamed the neighborhood ; we had con- 
siderable trouble to get him away from his post when the 
hour for departure came. The affections which bind 
together certain animals ia a strange thing, and is particu- 
larly noticeable in the Orient. In a country where animals 
have few relationships with man, the association amongst 
themselves is all the greater, preserving a sort of indepen- 
dence much more deserving of sympathy, in my opinion, 
than the submission of our tamed species. 

Tuesday of Hoiy Week found us on our way to Nazareth, 
in a driving^rain, traversing valleys overshadowed by the 
mountains of Galilee. There is nothing more delightful than 
these little valleys, abounding in laurels and myrtles, mingling 
their shadows together on a carpet of grass and flowers. 

* What waa the disease ? Had our horses oaten soma deleterious 
berbs ? Had they dcank too freelj after their grain P Watered loo 
Boon, the oriental horse is often struck with paralysis. They are 
cured by cold baths accompanied bj forced walks. None of us, 
howernr, could discoTfir the cause of tlie disease which made us pass 
BO painful a journey after leaving Sur. 
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Save a slight fall whicli, owing to the address of my 
good horse Knr, was accompanied with no had rcsnlt, the 
day passed without accident. Our greatest misfortune was 
not to be able to reach Kaiiaretb until toward m^night. A 
few gleams of light, scattered about in the distance, were the 
sole indications of the locality of this famous village. Enter- 
ing its streets, unable to distinguish an object around us, our 
caravan finally stopped before a house of a European type, 
where a Franciscan monk, with a hght in his hand, stood m 
the doorway to receive us , we had at Irngth reached oui 
domicile. It was notwithont piofoutid emotion tliat I hoard 
the monk welcome me in Italian, and with that uoithern, 
peculiar accent which was 10 familiir to me m my intaocy 
There was an indescribable charm in the pioub formulae 
which so often greeted my ears in Lombard districts now fill- 
ing the vaults of an oriental cloister. "Why, too, should I 
not avow it ? — the chanting of Muftis and the glorification of 
the sacred name of Allah began to be wearisome 1 I had 
nothing to utter i^inst the God of the Mussulman, but I 
knew how to estimate those who, dwclUng within the pale of 
sensuality, invoke him with lips sullied by falsehood. It 
seemed to me that the Christian God differed from theii- God, 
add my sonl, unmoved by the Mufti's solemn summons, now 
gratefully joined in the humble prayers of the monlf of Naza^ 
reth in invoking the Blessed Tu^in and St. Francis. 

My arrival at ISfazareth placed me in a new world. I 
was familiar with Mussulman society, and I knew the results 
of the system created by the Koran, in Asia Minor. How 
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would the action of Catholicism exhibit itself in the Orient ? 
How does this maintain an influence in the midst of rival 
sects, and even in direct opposition to the Mussulman faith ? 
Such are the questions I asked myself whUe admiring the 
neat little apartment in which I was to pass the first night 
after my amval. The building before which I alighted at 
K^azareth belonged to the Capuchin convent, and is specially 
allotted to travellers, women not being admitted into the 
interior of the convent. Like all the rooms in Palestine, it 
was arched, and formed, too, a portion of a small tower. 
An iron bedstead, with simple and convenient articles of 
fnrnitnre, recalled the plain accommodations of European 
hospitality — and yet I was at Nazareth, on the threshold 
of a region hallowed by the adoration of all ages I At first 
I regretted my arrival at night ; a few hours later I rejoiced 
at it, because I thus delayed a peculiarly sad experience — 
one that I have already alluded to — the impossibility of feel- 
ing that emotion on riewingfamous localities, which an ideal 
contemplation of them, and the anticipations excited by them, 
usually produce in me. I experienced deceptions of this kind 
both at Athens and at Rome, I remember once having 
envied tiie emotions of a travelling companion, excited by 
souvenirs of Themistocles on the plain of Marathon. This 
person, learned and intelligent, had, nevertheless, more of a 
positive than a poetic mind. I saw a tear trickle down his 
cheek, while I — I confess it to mj shame — all I could do 
was to note that on this visit to Marathon the day was 
extremely hot. 
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Morning at length appeared, I ran to my window, impa- 
tient to compare the reality witt the conceptions of my 
dreams. Here is what I saw. Built in the lower part of 
the town, the houses of which are scattered on a mountain 
slope, the Franciscan couyent overlooks, on one side, the 
bottom of the valley, and on the other, possesses a view of 
the town, which rose like an amphitheatre above my head. 
The coup d'aU was admirable ;— small, white houses, sepa- 
rated by fresh, green foliage, over which the red flowers of 
the pomegranate presided, boldly relievmg themselves on a 
reddish soil. It was an enchanting landscape, but, alas 1 
I sought in vain for the types of my imagination among the 
Arab women of Nazareth ; in vain I called to mind 
the grand old records of the Bible and the Evangelists ; 
there was nothing to escite in me that enthusiastic glow 
which so many choice spirits have acknowledged in presence 
of the self-same objects. Hnmiliated and discouraged, I left 
my room in quest of the Capuchin father who had been 
appointed to do me the honors of Nazareth. He conducted 
me first to the Church of the Annunciation, and then to the 
various sanctuaries erected on the sites mentioned in the 
Scriptures. I will not discuss the authenticity of the monu- 
ments of Nazareth ; I will simply state of what they consist. 
The Church of the Annunciation, a small and singular con- 
struction—the centre nave being less depressed than the late- 
ral naves— rises above a subterranean chapel, wherem the 
column is shown before which the Virgin knelt when visited 
by the celestial messenger. It is in subterranean grottoes, 
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it must Jje said by the way, that the fathers of the Holj 
Land place the theatre of all the great events of the Old and 
Kew Testaments. This circnmstauce is expUined by )ne of 
the habits of the people stffl ptevailing that of voluntanly 
hollowing out their dwelling places in the sidi.^ of mountains 
Life at Naaareth is now just what it must have been several 
centuries ag-o. They showed me next a chapel built on the 
site of the house where Jesus Chu,t bioke bread with his 
disciples, and another intended to (.jnseciate the remims of 
the dwelling of Joseph. The thaptl h id whitew ished walla 
and windows hung with white curtams with a red bordei 
One repudiates the idea of assigning the scenos of the infancy 
of Jesns to such places. Authority, in fact, loi the ktaUties 
here designated as illustrating the various scenes ol the New 
Testament, dates no further back than the estibhshment of 
the Fathers at Jerusalem in the Holy Land These gcod 
monks were the great collectors of local traditions At 
every spot which their veneration sanctified, arose sanctuanes 
and convents. Can they be blamed for an exce'is of credu 
lity, which, after all, attests an ardent faith ? It is well to 
welcome their narratives with that sympathy dne to every 
innocent, pious motive, bnt with that reserve, ako, that ought 
always to he maintained in the presence of transmitted testi- 
mony, often, perhaps, changed by oral tradition. 

The coiinti? between Nazareth and Jernsalem forms the 
ancient kingdom of Judah, and the people who inhabit it are 
now, as formerly, much feared on account of their ferocious 
character and their immorality. First on the road from 
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Naaareth to Jerusalem you enMnnter Nablous, the ancient 
Samaria, after having passed an imcultirated and desert 
plain, OR the left of which rises Mount Tabor. The traveller 
finds before him entire districts abandoned to drought, and 
an atmosphere like a furnace, entirely overpowering hun, 
and despoiling the ground of all verdure. The torments of 
thirst become insupportable. As to the good Samaritans, 
of which the Evangelist speaks, never seek for them in these 
little towns perched on the snmmits of the neighboring moun- 
tains ; every pilgrim prudently avoids them. Our guides, 
two Catholic Christians of NaEareth, narrated to us, as we 
rode along, many gloomy stories, only too harmonions with 
the gloomy aspect of the country. Our first night we passed 
at Djenim, a little hamlet, where we were domiciled in the 
house of a physician, who chanced to be at Jerusalem. The 
next day we continued our march across the mountain soli- 
tudes, the grand lines formed by their elevations being not 
with6ut considerable beauty. Rocks in strange forms tow- 
ered around as, while dark patches, scattered here and there 
on their reddish flanks, indicated so many human habitations. 
On the banks of the dried-up torrents grew the oleander and 
the venerable olive tree. Approaching Nablous, the sombre 
character of this desolate district became more and more 
apparent. Involuntarily I recalled the bloody history of the 
kings of Jndah. On these abrupt cliffs arose the temples of 
Baal, and in these rugged valleys resounded blasphemous 
soi^. With what delight one greets an oasis projecting 
itself across these sands and amid these rocks, radiant with 
9* 
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the fre hnc of running waters and the perfniie of will 
floweis I TJnfortunitelj these oases aie only t)o la e I 
would not recommend melancholic tempei^ments to d vert 
themsthes by i ride thr u^h the ant, ent ki gdom ot 
Judah The most ntrcpid ton st t an j u ted ft n Mil 
seilles to the en¥ ona of "Nabloua 1 a eyes h ng blinded 
woull bo seized with a soit of tcnoi onremiTing (he band 
age, and finding himself for the fii'st time gazing on this land 
of misfortune. 

Jfablous presents a contrast to the bleak, rugged tracts 
that surround it. Protected by groves of olive and fig-trees, 
ancient Samaria appeared to be a delicious retreat, and I 
would have been glad to have rested there, and dismissed 
the melancholy reflections which had accompanied me from 
Nazareth. But it was now Good Friday, and we had 
but one day more to reach Jernsalera, before Easter. 
Having to pass the night at a village about two leagues 
from Nabloua, we soon determined as to our course, 
and, without entering Nablous, proceeded onward to this 
still remote halting-place, riding along at the base of 
the monntains, where they point out Jacob's well, the spot 
at which Christ conversed with the woman of Samaria. We 
could detect, through the gloom of twilight, a heap of 
stones, surrounded by a low, ruined wall, which was pro- 
nounced to be the celebrated well. I onght to add that 
some of my companions who had taken another route, and 
who rejoined us here, stated that they also had seen on their 
road a well designated as the scene of Christ's encounter 
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with the woman of Samaria. "Which of the two traditions 
is true ? For my part, I waive a decision. 

The following day's stage terminated at Jernsalem. 
Daring our ride toward the Holy City, we encountered 
several Arabs retaming from a fete, which I was told was 
th M ssulman E t F th a t tmi I had d 
1 y m qm I f th h t d f M 's Im t 

Ch t Ih se m t d d p ed is th It 

d m 1 1 t I hn t 1 t my I t d dis- 

p d t U the I Ig m t nnt 1 th 

m't t tm t y t f t t ly h g th t d y 
pi 1 1 m f D Q t y dll p 1 t d 

1 ng t y q mm t I h d mi !j b t t t 

my y C t m t U p g t p tl lif 

f Lt tJ 1 Ifdthtfkb 

d Iwgdimdwds hkptlCht 
dthmtf tIAl ygltm Omu.t 

be careful not to show feai oi angei to the latter, foi with 
him these aj-e signs of weakness. Then the Arab is pitiless. 
Miss Martineau attributes to her costume the bad reception 
she often met with from orientalists. The ill-will she com- 
plains of awaits all Christians, who in the midst of a Mussul- 
man populace do not carry with them the efficient weapons 
of tact and good nature. 

"While making these reflections, the day was drawing to a 
close. I had remarked, for some time, that the villages on 
the mountains became more numerous, and that groups of 
travellers going and coming were largely increafling. The 
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Sim was about disappearing behind the mountains in the 
direction of the sea, when 1 perceived my two guides, motion- 
less, and with their heads uncovered, standing erect on the 
top of a mound, which arose a short distance ahead of me, 
1 rode forward to Join them. What my guides had just dis- 
covered, were the crenellated walls of Jerusalem, crowning a 
hill opposite to the monnd we stood on. Beyond these walls 
a bluish line mingling with the horizon indicated the sea of 
Galilee, I remained for a few moments in contemplation of 
this grand spectacle. A strange tumult filled my hreast ; I 
felt my heart throb and my eyes fill with tear f I 

restored to a beloved country. Strange to say tl f 

comfort and deep joyfulness remained with ml g th 
whole of my sojourn in Jerusalem. This ar 1 t an 
nnknown city had to me all the charm of t t a 

fam liar place 

A few minutes fa t ^'''lloi g l* L u le th alh 

of Jerusalem and n f o t ot the D c a {,"■* ^'^'^ ^^ 
t om tl gate stan Is the hou e belong ng to the Tranns 
cans and at the d pos tion of travelle -a the sha 1 s of 
n ght had carcely des en le 1 ove the tj hen we al ght d 
at tb h p table door This 1 u Id ng wa encuml ered y th 
tra ellers The Father<( howeve pro red me a tolerillv 
comfortal le r om fu n he 1 n Fu j ean styl wh ch I 
g eatly p izei fe on nstalled m th a p^rtment and I g 
in a serene and gratcfnl tone of mind, I passed the first night 
of my sojourn in the city of Jesus. 
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Ok the following morning I was early astir, ready to 
accompany one of the monks to Mount Calvary, and to the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre. I had always imagined 
Calvary to be a heiglit overlookuig the Holy City, and was 
quite surprised to find myself reaching it by a street on a 
descending grade, the church of the Holy Sepulchre being 
built on a low spot, I will not undertake to describe its 
interior. Should my reader not have seen any among the 
numerous descriptions of it by pilgrims who have visited it, 
let him ima^ne a Christian church of the middle ages, still 
unfinished, presenting the rounded lines and wide arcades 
which are visible in the ancient Lombard monasteries of 
Pavia and Monza. On the left of the entrance rises a half- 
mined tower i on the right is a small chapel, surmounted by 
a cnpola. On entering the basilica, you find yourself first in 
a large vestibule, the wall on the left inclosing a kind of box, 
which is reserved to the Mnssnlman kadi and his assistants ; 
this constitutes a permanent tribunal, the Chi-istians them- 
selves, they told me, having requested its establishment, as 
the sole means of putting an end to the contests between the 
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three Christiau communions that frequent the clmri,b A 
few steps further on, and you enter the body of the bisihti 
that is to say, a rotunda, with chapels arranged aroand its 
Bides, and a high altar occupying its centre. Near the altai 
a little low door opens into the sanctuary, which Lontains 
the tomb of Christ ; a square incJosure facing this entianct^ 
door is reacrved to the Greeks, tJiis completing the ^tiuctuie 
But let no one content himself with this general and insii>ni 
ficaiit aspect ; from an examination of details, and especially 
the diverse chapels inclosed within the bounds of the church, 
proceeds the real interest. 

My attention was flrat attracted to the chapel of the 
Abysiinian Christians. A number of Abyssinnns were 
around the altar, and their appearance struck me They are 
men of tall stature and regnlar features, their black skn 
crisp hair, and lips somen hat thick reminding one of then 
African origin. A kmd of blue ootton cassock a, d ak ot 
the same color, an amplt, turbau and sandals, composed 
their costume. After iDipecting the Abyssinian chapel, I 
■visited several others Theie is a sanetnary corresponding 
to every detail of the Pa&sion "Who would unagme an area 
as limited as that of the church if the Holy Seiralchre, and 
built on the very site of CaJvarj, snfBcmg for so many diverse 
episodes of this great mystery I Protestants exclaim against 
the Catholics for pretending to trace and to reverence all the 
sacred localities mentioned in the Kew Testament. I con- 
fess that I have my donbts as regards aD this sacred topo- 
graphy ; but as to the good faith of the Fathers who verified 
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them, that appears sufficiently erident. I have alrcaclj 
stated with what sense, it seems to me, their honest coh- 
'victions should be received. 

We will now leave the Holy Sepulchre, and seek for 
souvenirs of aucieut Jerusalem in places less frequented by 
trarellers. The walls of the sacred city are not the least 
cui'ioua of its monnments. If there be a city in the world 
that has preserved intact the fortifications which it owes to 
the middle ages, it is assuredly the city of Jerusalem. On the 
side of the valley of Jehosaphat and the Mount of Olives, the 
foundations of the walls consist of immense hewn blocks, from 
fifteen to twenty feet long and seven or eight feet high, the 
setting of which is attributed to the reign of King Solomon, 
I saw at Baalbec a similar section of wall, attributed to the 
Assyrians ; it is certain that these constructions belong to 
no system of European architecture. Moreover, this side of 
the walls of Jerusalem is precisely that which conforms to 
the situation of Solomou's temple, or at least as near to it as 
it is possible to designate. It seems to me that no oppo- 
sition can be made to the assertion that these gigantic stones 
were set in the time and by the ordere of the great Hebrew 
monarch. 

Jerusalem is situated on a he^hfc rising gradually 
on its northern side, and toward the south falling pre- 
cipitously into a narrow valley, whilst to the east and west 
the surrounding surface gently iiiclinoB to the banks of the 
Kedron, or rather to its bed, a dry bed being all that 
remains of this stream. Following the walls of Jerusalem on 
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the outside from the nortli to the west, and from the west to 
the south, yon find first a small elevation, which extends to 
the right, forming a plateau, almost on a level with tiie' 
sacred city, it being the only point where the fortified walls 
do not immediately overlook the surroanding country. This 
elevation is called the city of David, and liere the Armenians 
have their cemetery. While preserving no trace of its 
ancient splendor, this spot is not the less visited by a!! pil- 
grims on account of two celebrated monuments that attract 
them there ; one is the room in which Christ last sat at table 
with his disciples, and the other, the small apartment where 
he passed the first night after his arrest, and in which he 
heard the cock crow, reminding St. Peter of his divine 
master's prophecy, and of his own weakness. The first of 
these monuments is now the dwelling of a dervish or Mussul- 
man santon, who defiles it with all that impurity which 
characterizes this miserable class of men. It is a painful 
and repulsive spectacle to see a place like this transformed 
into a den, and occupied by the most despicable and most dis- 
gusting of human objects. It is proper to add, however, 
that this profanation is no indication of contempt or of 
hostile pnrposea Although Mussulmans hate and despise 
Christians, they do not extend these sentiments to Christ or 
to Christianity. It is even probable that motives of respect 
prompt them to establish in a place like this, one whom their 
. reUgion teaches them to venerate ; but it is rather the fault 
of things than of men, if the divine personification of purity 
is not suitably honored by those whose worship is in their 
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senses. When the dwelling of a sauton is once seen, there 
can no longer be any douht as to tho close affinity subsisting 
between an impure spirit and an impure body. 

The second of these monuments, which the Armenians 
have obtained possession of at the expense of the Latins 
who formerly had it, presents a very different aspect, A 
small court, paved with white marble, and surrounded by a 
low vaulted arcade, contains the tombs of the bishops of the 
Armenian communion. A chapel forms the southern side 
of the court, and nothing could be more elegant, more 
clean and better maintained, than the interior of this sanc- 
tuary, entirely incmsted with small squares of enamelled 
porcelain, a kind of ornament widely distributed about 
the Orient. A door to the left of the altar opens into a 
cell, so small as to make it difficult to believe that it was 
ever intended to contain a human being. Here, it is said, 
Christ was lodged after his arrest on the Mount of Olives. 
It was not, in fact, a prison, properly so called, but a tempo- 
rary place of detention, where captives were retained until 
the time appointed for their examination. As it appears 
to-day, this cell resembles the vestiary of a chapel attached 
to some fine chateau. 

Still following the walls of Jerusalem outside from west to 
s nth we d the valley of Jehosaphat, which is, 

nd ed n th t ut tl e dry bed of the brook Kedron, 
n 1 d on n lb the hill on which Jerusalem stands, 
and on th oth r bj th Monnt of Olives, A small Arab 
llage wh h fill bea s the name of Siloah, occupies the 
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bottora of the yalley at its western extremity, just where the 
valley begins to expand. Almost facing tliis village, and at 
the base of the hill crowned by Jerusalem, quietly flows the 
rocky fonntain of Siloam. A rudely constructed, quadrilateral 
wall confines it first the waters which iftorwarda flow onward 
and r f,at« the garleu aro ndthevlla^e Further on b t 
st II 11 tl e hotton ot the yalley and on the le f S I ah 
tl ree small e iificc of j ccnl ai fo -m inclose the ren a a of 
Ab alum a d two ol h ^ ompaniona "^oon yo p rcc ve at 
the foot of the Mount of 01 ves a wh te wall rou d ng a 
sq a plot of g 1 on wl ch nses a cluster of venerable 
ol ve tre tl s the £,ar le f f etl teman tl e f^v r te 
retreat of H m wh se dwell g]la c s in the bL es Tor 
once aoboil coull (sell ik^ute thit th garden s what 
it a asseitel to 1 e Altho gh the wall of m le n con 
struct on and ts ncio ure may co ta n a few rods more or 
less of tl e nc nt ta den the wl ole of th s pu t on of the 
h 11 =( V ed t) fi e old ol ve tree and f t be not under 
one of th o that Chr t sat h n elf Iowa and wept over 
Je usal m some of those now exLtng ire certa nly 
de e del f on the a A. monk passe? the ent e day f om 
snnr e to sun et w tl n th s inclo re cult vat ng flowers 
and ec V n^ s h travellers as | ety or c r s ty 1 r ngs to t 
Tl e trees a e in me se and i merona sprouts s rrou 1 and 
early CO eal tl e r ool lenvieltheex ten tthsmonk 
Solitude in a beautiful garden, and uoder trees hallowed by 
the grandest associations that the mind of man can entertain, 
!s a charm perhaps unparalleled throughout the world. 
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A bridge thrown across the bottom of the Tallcy, where 
the Kcdron flows, serves to unite the city to the Mount 
of Olives. This bridge and the road which winds over the 
Mount of Olives separates the garden of Gethsemane from 
a large monument, m which the mortal remains of the Tirgin 
are preserved. Such, at least, is the belief of the Christiana 
of the Orient, who have been, and are still, contending with 
paesioiiate vehemence for the possession of this tomb. The 
chapel, for such it is, into which you descend by & broad 
stairway, is vast and handsome ; the Latin clergy, however, 
are not permitted to celebrate the divine ofBces within it. It 
is behind this chape! that the cave is found where Jesus 
retired on. seeing the soldiers approach, who came to take 
him, and where, indeed, he would have been seized and 
strangled. A few altars erected in the interior of this grotto 
are the property of the Latin clei^. 

The Mount of Olives is simply a hill on the summit of 
which is a mosque. The stone on which Christ stood when- 
he was borne upward to heaven, and which, it is said, retains 
the imprint of his foot, is preserved within the incloeure of 
the mosqne, receiving alike the homage of Christian and 
Mussulman. The distance from this spot to Jerusalem is 
inconsiderable ; it is from the window of a small belvidere 
attached to the mosque that I saw the holy city, I will 
not say under its most beautiful, but under its most satisfac- 
tory aspect ; the eye embraces the whole, without losing 
a solitary detail. For Christians, especially such as we, 
who are condemned to view the temple (now the mosque 
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of Omar) from tl e roof of ■i T u-k h b rra k th s 1 !v 
dere is a ver table godsend Lruil te afBrm that whatever 
now standb on the spot where fe lumo ra sed h s marTellou 
pile, is of M ssulman c nst ct on I ab ta n ac o ling to 
mj usual p a lent al course f oin Evolving mjself n disco, 
sions. I may yet state that the n o j e of Oma b i s no 
resemblance to any in ong tie nunie o 3 mosq cs wl 1 
abound elsewhe e in Asia M sqnes are generally preceded 
by a cOH t sur uunde 1 1 j 1 gh w alls pknted w th trees 
and refreshed by a fuanta n of water The n osi^ e of 
Omar is e tnated n the centre of an unmense open [ 1 
whose squirp form is 1 tt m ned 1 y f act una oi po t c e 
placed at regular nter als Mosq e f;en ally co nj r e 
a cluster of 1 ve se stractures such as toml i> and (.ells n 
which to ac ommodate der hes fat or ant n a 1 all 
for derrisfies lances etc w th ut nclud ng tie j ace oj en 
to all fajtlful Mu ulma s who frequent ]t to ay the 
■prayers. I am s^io ant uf the inter al d 1 t on of the 
mosque of Omar tl ere aj be as many apartn e t m t 
as there are dajs n the jear 1 at nuth ng on the cxt r or 
reveals such an arr ngement h ch s proof concl s c w th 
respect to every other mo £ e I now open the B 1 le and 
in the chapter on tie construct on t bolo as temple I 
find a great pec spa e tl e s rro 1 g port co an I colon 
nade, everyt! ng n fine wh ch re le the mo que of 
Omar so difte cnt t m vcrj othe mosque For n j o n 
part, since op n on after all are free — as regar Is '^ol^l- 
mon's temple and the mosque of O nar — 1 1 refer to hmk 
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that there ia stiU sometiiiiig remaimng of the former in the 
latter. 

If we are to believe Mussulmans, the world's salvation 
depends on the strict observance of the law, which repela 
infidels from the mosque of Omar. I came near finding 
mj^f in an unpleasant jiredkament, hecanse, having 
observed under an archway leading to this roosque some 
ogive windows, that reminded me of dear old Europe, I 
advanced a few steps, in order the better to examine them. 
I was still under the foremiffit arcade, and engaged in look- 
ing at my ogives, when a thin, lank giant, almost black and 
nearly naked, accosted, not me, but the men who happened 
to be near me, and, with a violence of gesture and a voice 
that rendered his gibberish but too intelligHile. It was 
evident that all were threatened, unle'^ I at once made up 
my mmd to retire. My aversion to what we Italians call 
prepotcnza, provuked in me an intense desire to walk straight 
on, but the worthy little old man, who that day constituted 
himself my cicerone, showed so much alarm, and was in 
such distress, he spoke to the Arab so fast and so persis- 
tently, that I thought it incumbent on me to yield, and refer 
the redrew of my wrongs to the prudence and eloquence of 
my guide ; and beyond doubt this was the best course to 
pursne. The Arab did not leave as until .he saw us retrac- 
ing our steps. 

Jerusalem is not only the city of Christ, but it is also the 
city of the kings and the prophets. By the side of sou- 
venirs of the evai^Usts, you encounter souvenirs of the 
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Bible, And first, cear Jerusalem there are the grottoes of 
Isaiah and the tombs of the kings ; in the enyirons of the 
citj are the gardens of Solomon ; further on still, the river 
Jordan and the Dead Sea, In ramming np a few imprea- 
dona of these places, so often described, I shal! complete 
my walfca about the Jerusalem of history, and about its 
environs, in order finally to reach the Jerusalem of the 
present day, and where I passed the first days of the spring 
of 1853. 

The grottoes of Isaiah again afford me an opportunity 
to note the intelligence of the orientals, both Turks and 
Arabs, in the selection of picturesque sites for their dwel- 
lings, A few paces from Jerusalem, in the midst of fields 
overshadowed by magnificent olive trees, there rises a red- 
dish hill with excavations in it, the sides of which form a 
narrow passage leading to the grotto of Isaiah. This con- 
sists of a vast cavity entirely draped with climbing vines. 
Between the passage and the entrance to the grotto, you 
observe a small garden, shaded by the wide spreading 
branches of an old fig-tree ; here a santon lives, and it 
appears to me, most happily. I do not know whether these 
Mussulraan monks take the vows of poverty, but I am satis- 
fied that they possess nothing, and that this extreme self- 
sacrifice involves no suffering. The santon of Isaiah's 
grotto has this advantage over his brethren, that he leads 
his singular life with a beautiful landscape before him. 
Fine taste is evident in the choice of his dwelling-place, 
and this taste, I repeat, characterizes Arabs as well as 
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Turks. Both always know how to select the moRt conve- 
nient sites, the coolest shade and the sweetest water for 
their villages. 

From the grotto of Isaiah it is not far to the tombs of the 
ancient kings of Israel, Advancing slowly amid a labyrinth 
of rocks and shrubbery, you f-oon meet with an old wall 
serving as an inclosure to a kind of court. On the gateway 
is sculptured a bas-relief, representing a garland of vine- 
leaves, which it seems to me difficult to attribute either to 
the epoch of the kings of Israel, or to the Jewish nation. 
Yon pass through this gateway crawling on your knees, the 
subterranean chambers which form the tomb being still less 
easily entered. These chambers are empty ; they formerly 
communicated with each other by massive stone doors, which 
have been wrested from their supports, and now lie on the 
ground. The only impression produced by this necropolis is 
a desire to escape from, and to pass as soon as possible 
through the outlet to it, which, being narrow and low. seems 
specially intended to threaten visitors with an eternal cap- 
tivity. 

Let us now extend our walks ; passing Bethlehem, a 
pretty village almost wholly constructed of white stones, and 
situated on the steep, stony side of a mountain, we proceed 
to the gardens of Solomon. One loves to beheve that the 
Canticle of Canticles was inspired by these delightful shades. 
The impression produced by this delicious retreat is so much 
the more vivid on account of the gardens being reached by 
• a disagreeable walk across one of the barrenest regions of 
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Jadca. S^eTcr, iDdeed, have richer clusters of fragrant 
flowers gladdened ray eyes, never have sweeter melodies of 
birds greeted my ears 1 Were the king and tie fair Shu- 
namite about to appear before me in the midst of this fairy 
landscape? I was almost tempted to belieTe so, when a 
very unexpected circumstance dissipated whatever visions of 
this nature I was striving to evoke— I found myself in the 
presence of an English " party." A Britannic colony, such 
as are encountered in every quarter of the universe, had 
poaseased themselves for the summer of Solomon's gardens ; 
they had rented them just as they would rent a country- 
house at Saint-Cloud, or a villa at Capo di Monte. A few 
tents of diverse color and form constituted their domiciles ; 
these remained unoccupied durii^ the day, while the group 
frolicked about amid the surrounding fields and shrubbery. 
There were ladies among them in morning toilettes, as pre- 
cisely arranged as if they were sojourning in one of the cas- 
tles in the heart of England, and then a swarm of young 
girls dressed in white frocks, with long, braided hair tied 
with blue and red ribbons, and falling down over their bare 
shoulders. A little further off I noticed a group of gentle- 
men in hunting costume engaged in some rural occupation. 
On making some inquiries about this group, 1 learned that 
they composed a colony of missionaries, who had imposed on 
themselves the task of showing Arabs, and principally Jews, 
the salutary effects of Bible societies and pat«nt plough- 
shares. It is a pleasant and a poetic inspiration, that of 
introducing the benefits of civilization into Palestine by the 
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way of the gardens of Solomon ; but it is nevertheless a 
sterile inspiration, and one tliat will inevitably fail of 
success agaiuBt the iaeradicable apathy of Mussulman popu- 
lations. 

Who dedres to know what it is to makB an excursion to 
the Jordan and the Dead Sea ? For this indispensable con- 
comitant of a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, it is wise to provide 
yourself with a good escort. The pasha of Jerusalem, to 
wliom I imparted mj intention of visiting the banks of the 
Jordan, placed me under the protection of an Arab sheik— 
a singular protector indeed, who was, as I waa soon con- 
vinced, an agent of the sheiks of the desert, and charged with 
the duty of obtaining ransoms from houseless wanderers. 
This Arab sheik, an old man of sixty, came to me, in fact, 
two days after my visit to the pasha, and handed me a 
species of passport, which, duly understood, guaranteed me 
from ili-treatment by the desert tribes during my excursion, 
but which, however, did not allow me to dispense with an 
escort, and which compelled me to pay one hundred piasters 
a head for every pcreon of the party, one half m advance, 
and the rest on our return to the city. This novel and 
padfic method of extracting money from travellers ought to 
be exceedingly productive, for our trip to the Jordan alone 
transferred into Arab hands the smn of twelve hundred 
^iaeters. All this bavmg been arranged, and a few persons 
belonging to the French consulate joining the party, we 
began our march on the day appointed, about nine o'clock m 
the morning. 

10 
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I felt somewhat depressed and quite anxious. I dreaded 
the effect on mj daughter of the extreme heat which pre- 
vails on the banks of the Jordan and around the Dead Sea. 
Our excm'sion, fortunately, brought with it no injurious 
results, although our courage was more than once subjected 
to trial. It is not far from Jerusalem to the convent of San 
Saba, the end of onr first stage, but one can suffer much ia 
the compass of a few hours. We rode between rocks whose 
glittering whiteness and utter barrenness rendered thp reflec- 
tions of heat and Ught hut doublj cruel. We at length for- 
got our suiferings at the sight of a narrow ravine flanked by 
two high mountains, its bottom being invisible beneath a pile 
of gigantic atones ; this ravine is the dry bed of the brook 
Kedron. One of the mountains which overhangs it appeared 
to be pierced with innumerable caves, in which, it is said, 
San Saba and his disciples once dwelt ; the other, situated 
on the opposite side of the torrent, is covered with various 
structures, houses, churches and fortifications, surrounded by 
a single wall. This group of edifices ia not a fortress, as 
one might suppose it to be, but the convent of San Saba, 
belonging to the Greek Church, and occupied by a com- 
munity of monka who have sustained more than one siege in 
order to defend then- rich posacasions against the attacks of 
the Arabs These Greek monks ot San Saba are generally 
somewhat ostentations of their ho^spitality, but a few day/ 
before our visit a singular adventure happened to them. 
Seveial young Englishmen, beanng letters of recommenda- 
tion from the Greek Fatnaich to the eupei'ior of the con- 
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vent, saw fit to complain of the manner in which the monks 
received them, and couM redress themselres in no other way 
than by soundly pommelliog the venerable fathers, who, 
accustomed to employing artillery against Arabs, did not 
well know how to defend themselves according to pugilistic 
principles. Since the departure of their redoutal>le guest% 
the G-reek monks of San Saba solemnly swore never again 
to open their gates to a stranger, even if he should bear a 
letter from the orthodox czar himself Accordingly, when 
we knocked at the convent gate, panting with heat and 
fetigne, we succeeded only in bringing out a monk on the 
rampart, armed with an enormous stone, which he threat- 
ened to drop ou our heads should we persist in ftirther 
attempts to effect an entrance. Our Arab sheik then 
interposed. He did not ask to be admitted into the 
monastery, but for some provisions, to be paid for in 
money. Thw [jarley was followed by more monks appear- 
ing on the rampart armed with gnus, and which they 
brottglit to bear on as. For a moment we were disposed 
to accept the challenge, but our sheik, making a new 
and more eloquent appeal, finally prevailed over the bel- 
ligerent fathers ; they consented to send ni a few buckets 
of tepid water by cords, lowered from the top of the walls, 
which all partook of with avidity. Our Arab escort alone 
"refused even to moisten their lips with it. These men, accus- 
tomed to the temperate life of the desert, experienced none 
of the sufferings endured by my European companions ; after 
marching the whole forenoon, they were, at midday, as calm 
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and as unconcerned as at the moment of our departure in 
the morning. 

Unable to procure an entrance at San Saba, we bivou- 
acked for tlie night at the base of a mined tower in the 
ficinity, where the monks deign to tolerate the presence of 
trayeUers. The nest day, long before sunrise, we resumed 
onr march, reaching, at dawn, the last mountain summits 
that OTBrlook the valley of the Jordan. At first we could 
perceive only a broad expanse of vapor spread at our feet ; 
then little by little the fog concentrated and rose into a canopy 
over our heads n h ch waa the wel ome r gu of one of th se 
cloudy days wh h are to are m the Or nt at tl sea on of 
the year The valley f tl e Jo din va^t lent and te ile 
lay at o ir feet On o i ht t te n nated n a lark hcct 
of wate over wh ch st II hovPre 1 the mo ■mn'' n t a ncf 
from the Dead Sea who=!0 waves oil ov r the runs of 
Sid m On the left the valley e\tendeJ as fa as the eye 
could reach over the same ard larre vaste But where 
was the Jordan and in w hat way 1 d it? current empty tself 
into the Deid Seaf Fomtheheght o whchi tool I 
couU detect noth n<' nhcitmg the course of a tream 
excel t at a greit 1 stance an almo t n i ercci t lie da k 
^reen 1 ne r 1 ev ^ as t were uj on a backaTo nd ol cl Ik 
After a short halt we began o r de cent nt the t lley 
The descent aHo le3 n e thi two h ur for the Deal 
Sea is one of the lowest points upon the globe. We stopped 
a moment on its shores. Cue of the company undertook to 
establish Parisian customs in the valley of the Jordan, and 
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deemed the place a coiiTonient one for a dijeumr a la, four- 
cMle. We had some trouble in convincing Lim of the impru- 
dence of taking such a meaJ in the absence of all drinkable 
water, and at a tune, too, when quite a long stage still lay 
between us and the Jordan. We finally gained onr point, 
and I left the Lake of Asphaltum, not without being 
reminded of my beautiful lakes in Lombardy. I confess that 
the idea of a lake is, in my mind, so strongly wedded to im- 
pressions of joy and serenity, that it was difScult, even in the 
presence of the Dead Sea, to think of its terrible origin. The 
region which encircles this district is undoubtedly barren and 
moumfnl, but does not the limpid mirror of these nitrous 
waves stiU reflect the beauty of the skies ? It is said that 6sh 
cannot exist in the Dead Sea, that no bird approaches it, and 
no vegetation grows upon its banks. Indeed, what with fish, 
active and healthy, shrubs with flowers, and birds that sing, 
nothii^ is wanting, I can testify, to this accursed lake, but 
sweet, drinkable water ; accordingly, notwithstanding my 
childhood predilection for lakes, I quit the Dead Sea with 
but little regret. 

Two hours had passed since our halt at the Dead Sea, and 
yet we could see nothing of the stream that emptied into it. 
Our route lay along a slope, ascending by immense step-like 
grades spreading before us like a gigantic staircase, the end 
of which we could barely discern. All at once I obsei-ved 
some citation among our Arabs, Tittering a few harsh 
monosyllables, and extending their arms toward the south, 
our horses at the same time raising their heads, they started 
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away at a gallop we likewi e falling into the stmc it 
althjugh unal Ic to perceive the river Sion however a 
low murmur reaohe 1 my ears and fiaallj on reachin the 
bottom of the peculiar rockv steep that concealpii it from 
u. we came upon one of the mo t striking -jpe taUes I had 
yet encountered Tie Jordan floned noi'il^ along iti 
wateis somewhat turtid but deep and alundant hetweon 
two bant"! coveted with immense trees piled ab it were one 
on top of the otl er We entered thi forest ! ut it i* a=! i ot 
without some trouble that we broke our way amid the under- 
wood and climbing vines, and in which myriads of winged 
insects kept up a constant buzzing. Once on the margin of 
the rushing waters, I made all haste to find some lonely spot 
to which, after refreshing ourselves, I could resort, and sur- 
render myself to the inspiration of this sacred river. I passed 
several hours thus in meditation, undisturbed even by an 
alarm among the escort, caused by the apparition of a tribe 
of marauders, soon driven off. I hope to preserve for the 
rest of my life a clear, distinct souvenir of the enchanting, quiet 
hours passed on the banks of the Jordan ; I hope that the 
hnage of its boiling waters, its trees and wonderful shores, 
will never be effaced from my memory. The Jordan is not 
only a great historical river, bat a marvellons river, nature 
iteelf being transformed as if hy the power of enchantment 
by it. 

"We returned to Jerusalem by a different road from that 
which conducted us to the Jordan. Among the souvenirs of 
the latter part of this excursion, the only one that remains is 
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that of an hour passed near a ruined tower of Arabic con- 
strui/tion, ill the midst of a deliglitful thicket of shrubbery. 
This tower rises oa the skirts of the town of Jericho, or rather 
above the heap of shapeless huts which is called so, and 
which replaces the fortress overthrown by the trumpets of 
Joshna. Tiiis bonr of repose on the site of ancient Jericho, 
was a most agreeable one. Our camp was pitched nnder 
fruit trees, amid Tcrijure as luxuriant as that of the finest 
parks in England, and standing in enviable and beautiful 
contrast with them. These green oases, occurring in the 
midst of aridity, are some of the singnlar features of Arab 
soil. The imagination involuntarily gives itself up to poetic 
creatioDS, and strives to make the population conform to 
them. Why is humanity so degraded in the presence of 
this grand and magnificent nature ? 

The nest day we were again at Jerusalem. My study of 
the sites and monuments of the Holy Land was then ended. 
We are now to give attention to its inhabitants. 
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Even ha. 1 t! re be a no t an 1 non ment to ^ it fy 
my cur ty I lio U h ve founl one a^ eeable sub]e t of 
study at Jeruailem n the hubf tal ty of Chnstians n the 
Or ent It was w th the holy fathers and the isten, of 
char ty that I pasoed orae of the j lea, ante t h u of ay 
pilgnmage The fo -mer w re charm ng a the r ni ve s m 
pi ty wl le the latter =!howel aliiot mate nal 6oI c t de 
fo my dau hter i y ung neopl jte hom tl e d lectreas of 
the mmun ty a enect -imalle isomaii cons lered t be 
qual Bed to api roa h the si ed table — a matter of great 
B rj e to s me of the 1 retl ren a 3 s ters wl o r gi dtd 
me aa i le l^ed to the wor h p an 1 ; ra t ce of tl e doct me? 
of Voltaire and Rousseau. Ihe Uaj of confirmation arrived, 
and tbe ceremony was quite affecting. The sacrament was 
administered to two young girls, one of whom it is scarcely 
Qecessary to mention, and the other a young German girl, 
who had just abjured Protestantism, and on whom they 
commenced proceedings by administering the rite of baptism. 
The avowed end of this latter ceremony was to make the 
simple-minded creature believe that Lutherans were not 
Christians. The a«t, nevertheless, is contrary, to the true 
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intent of tte church, wLich really permits no teeond bap- 
tism, except ia cases where the admimstratii>u of a first 
tapfism appears to be doubtful. There is but one excuse for 
the inventors of this hostile proeeedlng against Protestants, 
and this ia found in the manifestations of ill-nili toward a 
Catholic minority on the part of these same Protestants, in 
concert witli Mussulmans, Greeks, Jews and Armenian 
schismatics, now quite numerous at Jerusalem. 

Protestaut sympathy in Syna, it must be stated, is all for 
the Jews. I must also admit that the Jews at Jerusalem are 
surrounded by a certain poetic halo. Oue day in the week, 
at a certain hour, your interest is willingly devoted to this 
strange race ; it is the hour of noon on Friday. The Jews 
then assemble at the outer wall of their temple, now trans- 
formed to a mosqne, at a point where the ancient stones are 
still standing, and there, in accordance with the sayings of 
their prophets, they weep and lament over the sins and the 
fall of their once mighty race. A desire to witness these 
periodical lamentations once seized me — I withdrew from the 
scene, deeply affected. There is in this custom a true and 
solemn sentiment. Since the taking of Jerusalem hy Titus, 
every Friday have the Jews repeated their wailings over its 
sacred remains. Do these proscribed people imagine that 
the soil of their fathers once in each week responds to their 
plaintive voices f I know not. However this may be, this 
worship of Israel of old annually attracts crowds of Israelite 
emigrants from the bosom of many of the loveliest of the 
German villages. These peculiar colonies form almost the 
10* 
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entire population of the towns of Safed and Tiberia^i. Tliey 
come not to cultivate the ground, they come not to exchange 
the merchandise of Europe for tho products of a distant 
country ; no, they come to demand a gTa,ve in the land that 
preserves tho bones of their ancestors, satisfied that if they 
can die in the vicinity of certain sacred towns of Palestine, 
they have nothing to fear from the torments of a future life. 
All the Jews of tho Orient, unfortunatoly, are not of the 
colonists of Safed and 'Tiberias ; but why should not 
Christians show themselves merciful and benevolent even to 
the latter ? 

At the period of my visit to Jernsalem, the English con- 
sulate showed a lively sympathy for the Jews of Palestine. 
The consul was a worthy, benevolent gentleman. His wife 
was not quite so pacific a character, but otherwise a highly 
respectable person. Although quite young, she was pro- 
foundly versed in oriental languages and literature, and being 
the daughter of a prominent English agent in the far Orieftt, 
she brought to Jerusalem habits of political activity, which 
doubtless were a family heritage. She it was who, in concert 
with the Protestant bishop, presided over various benevolent 
establishments organized for the benefit of the Jews. Of 
these institutions, I saw the two principal, a school and 
a hospital. I have nothing to say of the former, but the 
hospital is a charming retreat, well kept, well situated and 
well furnished, and where people in health are not liable to 
get ill, as frequently happens in many European hospitals. 
It possesses an excellent pharmacy, and its administration is 
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supported by abundant resources. This Protestant h 
which is open only to Jews, presents a marked contrast to the 
Catholic hospital, which is a poor establishment, scarcely 
sustained by the contributions of the faithful, but where 
whoever presents himself, even a Protestant, is welcomed. 

While on the subject of hospitals, I have to state that I 
paid a visit to the Leper's asylum, and I will add, in passing, 
that it ifl fortunate that M. de Maistre did not do as I did— if 
so we never shoald have had this writer's admirable narrative. 
In the majority of Syrian towns, the lepers lead a singular 
but at the same time a happy life. They are lodged at the 
expense of the community or of benevolent individuals, who 
assess themselves in their favor. This lodging-piace is 
neither suraptnons nor costly, since^at Jerusalem, for 
example — it consists of a small space, in which the lepers 
themselves construct a few hnta, the latest arrivals success- 
ively replacing the oldest who disappear. Each leper 
employs his time as he pleases, and the common taste 
inclines all to mendicity. You will accordingly encounter 
them in the streets and on the promenades, bearing a 
wooden cup, with their faces exposed, which of itself ia 
amply sufficient to explain their situation and necessities. 
By nightfall they return to their inclosure, and there pre- 
pare and eat their evening meal, and afterwards sleep as only 
those sleep who liave the best of consciences. 

Those who have supervision of the lepers, give them a 
small pension of a few paras * per diem, which is a sum 
• A para is about one mill. 
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more than sufficient to meet the wants of their existeni'e. 
Nobody coniidera leprosy, in the Orient, a contagious 
malady, or a shameful or disgusting infirmity; — besides, the 
fc of disgust is one of those sentiments very slightly 
this country. And yet the appearance 
of the leper is well calculated to inspire it. His skin, on 
the hrow especially, becomes covered with pustules, which 
soon break, and form either scabs or scars, his lips and 
eyelids swelling and losing their original shape, whilst the 
cartilages of the nose and ears elongate uimaturally, and 
sometimes to such an extent as to bring the ears in contact 
with the shoulders. The head lo'ies its hair, there are no 
brows above the eye or eyelashes on the lids ; add to 
all this, a pecuUarly livid, colorless tint, and you have a 
tolerably faithful description of those the least affected 
among the lepers. Some are covered with horrible sores ; 
their bones, consuming with putrefaction, protrude in 
splinters from disgusting ulcers, whilst the bones of others 
are completely distorted and dislocated, yet with no ap- 
pearance of their dying away or dropping off. It was 
rather with satisfaction than with repugnance that I saw 
the relatives of these unfortunate creatures side by side 
with them, under the same roof, ministering to all their 
wants just as they would have ministered to them under 
more favorable circumstances ; but it made rae recoil with 
horror to learn that the jiassions and the weakne.sscss of 
humaa nature were not extinct in their breasts, nor in the 
breasts of those who snrrounded them. Marriages are 
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frequent in tlie lepers' quarter ; the Mussulman religion pre- 
dominating, these marriages simply show the desultory 
union of one man with eereral women. Never in my life 
shall I forget a leprous young girl, scarcely beyond the 
years of childhood, aad already completely disfigured by the 
malady, tranquilly seated on the knees of a sort of Titan, 
scarcely human either in form or proportions, and unable to 
articulate an intelligible word. He approached his swollea 
hps to the child's pendent ears, to make himself heard by 
her, I noticed that she seemed to listen with pleasure, and 
the flicker of the muscles on her face would have passed for 
a smile, had this expression of feeling been possible ; from 
this I concluded that my eyes were contemplating an unplea- 
sant hut respectable picture of paternal love and fiUal 
tenderness. " This child is yonrs ?" I remarked to the 
colossus. He made out to utter an unintelligible grunt ; 
the child, however, taking it upon herself to set forth her 
own pretensions, drew herself up, and replied " I am his 
wife — more than a month ago I" The expression of satis- 
fied Tanity, which csdted this hideous visage at the thought 
of the long duration of her empire, the sort of glare which 
for a moment trembled in this husband's dismantled eyes, — 
all this produced such a horrible effect on me, mingled with 
p ty nd d t,u t th t t > ht my visit abruptly to a close. 

Ha m k a d t of charity, having visited 

P t ta t 1 -pt 1 ani th of other sects, it only 

ma n 1 f t t th A menian convent. Going 

accord ugly I was g ted th a cordial reception. The 
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Armemana of Asia Minor bear no resemblance to the Greeks 
of Asia Minor; the latter, under their barbaric masters, have 
contracted a certain harshness of character foreign to the 
Hellenic race. Placed above Greeks by intelligence and 
wealth, the Armenians of Syria and Palestine surpass 
them, in a marked degree, in grace and in dignity. 

Nothing can be pleaaanter, richer, and in better taste 
than their dwellings, and their church ornaments and 
edifices. In every town of the Ottoman empire, the hand- 
somest houses belong to the Armenians ; and these houses, 
like their churches, are not only imposing, but are very 
clean, well kept, elegant and convenient Their manners 
are those of princes, and the interior of their houses per- 
fectly responds to the standard which we in Europe imagine 
to be that of princely establishments in Asia. The Arme- 
nian convent in Jerusalem is very extensive, being composed 
of several separate structures, and surrounded by delight- 
fiil gardens. A library weli stored with choice manuscripts 
and illuminations, a treasury filled with jewels, set with exqui- 
site taste, and lastly, sacerdotal robes, in tissues of gold and 
silver and hrilhant silks, all this dazzles the eye, and vividly 
excites the imagination. The Armenian patriarch, sur- 
rounded by his monks in long, carefully dressed beards, 
wearing a violet robe and cap, with a floating veil of the 
same color, bears httle resemblance to the head of a monas- 
tic community in Europe. It must either have cost them 
a great deal to have humbled themselves as they have done 
for so many centuries before the superior might of their con- 
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querors, or else tliey have derived great advantages by this 
humiliation so patiently borne, as they are not men to pros- 
trate themselves in tho dust on account of the danger of 
remaining erect. 

But the honr for departure had struck. I liad been a 
month at Jerusalem ; the end of my journey being attained, 
I had no time to lose if I would regain more temperate 
regions before the approach of the Syrian dog-days. I set 
out accor^ngly. I left the ancient walls behind me, within 
which my feelings had been so deeply stirred, and on the 
summit of the hill, where, a month before, Jerusalem first 
broke upon my sight, I turned and gave one look more, my 
last look, upon the sacred city of Judea. The last— do I 
really know that it is my last ? Such is the question which 
I asked myself on leaving Jerusalem, and which to-day I 
repeat to myself again. 
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The placfiiS I visited after leaving Jerusalem — Damascus, 
Aleppo, Mount Lebanon— present aspects of nomadic and 
domestic life differing but little from those I had observed at 
Angora, Latakieh, and ia the mountains of tlie Djaour- 
Dagbda. It only remams now to sum up the impressions 
whieb this long jonruej over the soil of tbe Turkiab and Ara^ 
bic Orient produced on me. Restored to my tranquil valley 
in Anatolia, I better understood the conditions common to 
populations around me, through tbe trailitiona which bave 
influenced them, ami the institutions groiving out of them. 
Being aware of the true character of Islamism, I was able 
to question myself as to its probable destiny, and to miugle 
witb my sobdtude a certain degree of sympathy. Would it 
be a betrayal of friendly and generous hospitality to express 
here my thoughts upon a subject which Europe so wisely 
ponders over at the present time ? I think not ; for, if I 
point to very grave defects, I have also sterling qualities to 
recognize, and can accompany severe reproaches with equally 
legitimate praises. My severity, moreover, is easily ex- 
plained, for it is according to a Christian standard that I 
undertake to judge the principles and institutions of the Ori- 
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ent. It ia thus that what I have to say concernmg 1 
mau morahty and rchgion ia equivalent to a 
belief and doctrine both diametrically opposite. 

"What is the principle of the Turkish government ? What 
germs of vitality does it contam ? What basis for reform 
does it present ! What rel t n h i can absist between it 
aud Christian Europe? Su h a e qu t om of great import, 
and which it is impossible not to p oi ou d after many years' 
sojourn in the midst of Mnssulm n popuUt ns. Let not the 
reader suppose that I am ab ut to ut n a long discussion ; 
I shall limit myself to a few views and observations derived 
from experience. 

The Ottoman Empire is a theocratical state, its lawgiver 
a prophet, its code the Koran, and its jurisconsults priests. 
Pbce yourself amongst a barbarous people, m the midst of 
populations poweriess to direct themselves, and if you are 
not predisposed to endow the compact between governors 
and governed with the utmost possible solemnity, there is no 
principle of government, neither that of divine right nor that 
of universal suffrage, that can compete with the theocratical 
principle. What source more direct, and what origin nobler, 
than revelations, prophecies, and miracles ? This position 
once accepted, the most unalterable relationships are eeta- 
bhshed between the prince and his subjects. Questions of 
right and of legislation no longer depend on human reason ; 
being disposed of by dogma, they, hke the dogma itself, are 
removed from all discnssion. If immobility be evidence of 
strength, the theocratical state may well pity the pertur- 
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hations of otiier governinentB, The raisfortuDe of this regime 
is, that to epochs of barbarism id which it prospers, there 
succeed epochs when the necessity of process makes itself 
felt. A people that has grown up under the protection of 
tlie theocratical system, comes to recognize its iiiconyeniences ; 
they feel that jadgment is pronounced on it, that it no longer 
responds to tlie spu'it of a new era. They are then placed 
between two alternatives, either to resign themselves to the 
maintenance of this system, with the certainty of letting the 
world see the spectacle of a lingering agony, or to cast them- 
selves into the perils of a crisis probably fatal, should disin- 
tegration, through the long existence of theocratical institu- 
tions, be too far advanced. Has the Ottoman Empire 
reached the critical period when such alternatives are appli- 
cable ? Before answering this question, let us examine the 
special characteristics of Mussulman theocracy. 

Many years have passed since the tune when I first read 
the Koran I w is tl en struck With the eccentr c phases jf 
this book and I 1,0 ild scai(,ely comprehend how doLtnnes 
apparently made to astom&h rather than to ent ce sho ild 
have captivated so many hearts and subjectel ^o vast 1 
number of m nds My astonishment I'l j,3i e I have seen 
the Orient and Christ anity excepted I believe that the 
legislaton of Mahomet is supencr to anv 'ivhich previiled 
befoie him or which st 11 prcvxils w th other Asiatic p puh 
tions The Dm hs have then mystei ous ntes the Sjriai 
fellahs tl eir strafe natiKilii,m the Metuahs of the Lei anon 
and of Anti-Lebanon, have made a god of fire ; the Tezidj, 
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with some a Kurdish, and with others an Arab tribe, render 
homage to a spirit of Darkness.* The distanc* that sepa- 
rates these gross superstitions from the doctrine of Mahomet, 
it would be Enperfiuous to indicate. Let ns, also, note that 
the Mussulman customs which are repugnant to our senti- 
ment of Christian morality, such as polygamy slavery, con- 
tempt of human life, etc., could not, without mjustice to 
him, be impnted to the Arabian lawgiver ; he his simply 
adapted his doctrines to the customs of the people whom he 
wished to make his instruments. His end was not to create 
a new or a better society, nor even to form a nation, but to 
create an army, a phalans of devoted men, fashioned to meet 
every exigency of a great military undertaking. To forbid 
his partisans the pleasures of a tranquil life by granting them 
every ejoyment that can be procured within a camp, to pro- 
mise them eternal happiness in retnrn for unqualified submis- 
sion—this it was that unceasingly occupied the mind of this 
Mussulman legislator. 

Family affections naturally gather around the domestic 
hearth, and too often they sap the energi^ of military 

• The explanation they make of their wocahip to their numerous 
opponents, is somewhat ingenioua : "Of what use to fall down and 
worship the author of all good ?" they say. "We haTe nothing to 
feac from him. Ee will never be our enemy. Aa to the Spirit of 
Evil, we do not love it, and wc should be pleased to have it disappear 
out of the world ; but while it dwells there, and manifests its great 
power, we are compelled to soUcit its tivor, and prudence requires ua 
to adore It," 
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ardor ; the family was— I will not say abolished or destroyed, 
for it never existed among the peoples that embraced Islam- 
ism, but — condemned to have no place among its institntionB. 
Woman, who among other nations is the laborious and inde- 
fatigable artisan of pohteaesa and refinement, was consigned 
to the rank of an instrument of vice and dehanchery. 
Woman once morally annihilated, the great captain whoso 
rugged gcnins could alone conceiye and esecute such an act, 
could then flatter himself that he no longer had a rival 
to fear. Wherever conjugal love does not exist, paternal 
love exercises but a feeble influence ; family ties thus become 
an illnsion, Bnt there are other bonds that attach man to 
social life — the study of art and science, a taste for display 
and materia] well-being, these also have their inflaence incom- 
patible with the duties of a people organized for combat and 
conquest : Mahomet proscribes the ciiltnre of the arts ; 
painting and sculpture are condemned as inventions of the 
Evil One, ajid music and poetry are disdained as puerile 
amusements. The love of wealth is placed among the most 
dangerous desires of humanity, and it became the political 
aim of Mahomet's successors to wage a pitiless war against it. 
It is but little over twenty years since one could become rich 
in Asia with impunity. Until the advent of Abdul-Medjid, 
no Armenian merchant or Turkish pasha dared to put sashes 
in his windows for fear of drawing upon him the jealousy 
of power, and of losing his'life with his treasures. To con- 
demn wealth to concealment is to deprive it of its best attri- 
bute, its civilizing agency ; accordingly, it happened that 
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capital, more abundant among individuals in Turkey than 
elsewhere, transformed itself into diamonds and into hoards 
of buried coin without ever ministering to the ameliorations 
BO necessary to the material and moral life of every com- 
munity. 

Certain gross appetites still existed to retain men of the 
lower classes in the midst of cities rather than in the camps. 
The use of wine, and the pleasures of the tahle were accord- 
ingly proscribed.* It then was important to protect a 
population thus guarded against the influence of foreign cus- 
toms. A ruthless genius who could aim at conquering the 
world knew how to inspire his faithful adherents with 3, 
ferocious contempt for all people who rejected his law. 
Trbrs mh tobm hey aro 
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regard them with abhorrence and detestation. Why com- 
plain should jonr g'arments be soiled with the dust — should 
your iabitationa not keep out the winds ? Of what avail 
to the people of tlie west is a care of their apparel and the 
ekgauce of their dwellings? They are impure. In you 
alone is perfect purity." ITjere is eo lack of evidence to 
show the influence of this reasoning on Mnssuhnan hearers. 

I will say but one word of the doctrines of the Koran 
respecting the future life in Pai'adise. It is said that women 
are excluded from it, and that the gift of an immortal soul 
is denied them. There is certainly no reference to them in 
the descriptions of this place of delights, where immortal 
houries render their presence superfluous. I believe sin- 
cerely, therefore, that Mahomet's silence concerning their 
admission into Paradise is, in his ideas, tantamount to a 

mpl t In 1 m t 

WhtddMhmtlm dm turn for all his promises, 
f th Im t ah lut ly f e hn of conduct guaranteed 
t tuM -slyh tttns? Three tilings r lie 

q d th n to o) y t fi It and to die. All know 
wheth th mp t b t th chief and his followers has 

b n hg u It k pt F am ment, this rude, audacious 
g n n b 1 d that h h d al d his dream. This oriental 
h t ng I 1 to at a nat of heroes, and striking 

e^ult but w h nl taking with success. On 

' tl t f th t us progress of the Arabs 
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France and Italy, one asks himself if these were men 
open to human affections and wealtnesses, or beings of s, 
higher order, created for events of an inexplicahle character. 
Europe loolied oe with astonishment at tke series of strange 
catastrophes which occurred to terrify it. The city of David, 
and, later, that of Constantine, found the infidel standard 
floating over their ramparts ; Spain yielded to the invincible 
hordes of Tunis ; the Mediterranean became an Asiatic 
lake, and when Europe at length seriously accepted the 
gage of battle, it was only after centuries of bloody effort 
that the crusades put an end to the struggle, still leaving 
the Orient almost entirely subjected to the dominion of 
Mussulman theocracy. 

"We now see the nature of this theocracy. Essentially 
bound up with miUtary designs, war enabled it to grow, but 
it had everything to fear from peace. We know what War 
has done for the Mahomedan faith, we T\;ill now place our- 
selves in the Ottoman Empire, as it was before the late 
crisis,* in order to see what has been done for it by 
Peace. 

The general aspect of Turkey during the years of peace 
preceding the present struggle, attests in no respect, it must 
be stated, that material progress which, in other countries, 
is evident in the embelhshment of dties, the intelligent culti- 
vation of the soil, and in an increase of population. The 

* The Russian war in the Crimea, caused by Russian interference 
with Turkey. 



i.y Google 



240 OEIEKTAI, HABEUS AND BCENEEY. 

proscriptions which tlie Koran fulminates against wealth and 
the arts are scarcely too severely judg'ed by their results. 
The question is, aow, has the moral influence of tlie sacred 
book maintained itself with equal power ? The scenes of 
domestic life which oriental hospitality enabled me to observe 
during my journey, oblige me to reply in the affirmative ; but 
I must add that in most cases this influence is modified by the 
eauellent native quahties of the Turkish people : and here do 
I find the opportunity for mingling some sympathetic reflec- 
tions with the severe judgments that I have found it neces- 
sary to award to Mussulman institutions. I have often 
questioned mystlf, yet without being able to frame a satis- 
factory answer, what woulii become of a European family, 
not a nation, but simply a family, pretending to follow 
only the law of lalam E The deplorable results that ivould 
ensue to Europeans on the establishment of Mussulman law, 
are not apparent here. Althongh the Turk is authorized to 
despise and to maltreat his ftivcs, he surrounds them with 
care and tenderness. The law ordains woman a slave ; the 
matt who might command, prefers to please. She may also 
abuse the privileges she enjoys, and to which she can claim 
no title ; whatever she may do, never is man's strength 
employed to force her to obedience. There is something 
touehing in the picture of a legal tyrant granting uuqualifled 
indulgence to his legitimate slave, in this complete abandon- 
ment of a right which it would he so ea-sy for him to make 
respected, in the voluntary forgetfulness of his unlimited 
power and prerogatives. And it is not only unqualified 
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indulgeQce that he accords to his wife, but lie is never want- 
iog in respect to hPT, and God knows if she Ije wortliy of 
it 1 The natural sensibility of the Tui'k leads him, perhaps 
unconsciously, to act in strict conformity with the laws of 
modesty. I dwelt for more than three years amid the com- 
monest and most ignorant of the people of Anatolia — we 
were three European women — and never did cither of us 
see a gesture, hear a word, or note the slightest ten- 
dency toward that which could bring a blush to our 



The vu^ues common to the Turkish people are not con- 
fined withm the narrow bounds of their relationships to 
women. The same gentleness, the same delicaey, the same 
sensibility, I may say, follows the Turk almost everywhere. 
Rarely does the child suffer on account of the bad hnmor 
of its parent, or the slave by that of its master. Quarrels 
scarcely ever occur eveu among the lowest classes, and when 
they do, they are rarely accompanied with tiiose gross and 
bratal demonstrations, whicli only too often characterize the 

' I remember one day a Turkish peasant came itcording to cus 
torn there, to bring us a present of milk and honey, and n)t knowing 
the interior arraiigement of our rooms, penetrated to one of our 
chambers about the time that we generally anoke in the moming 
The Turii had scarcely opened tlie door when a ciy of alaim in a 
female voice notified him of his mistake ; thia caused him at once to 
take flight. He was found a few moments afterward, his face 
buried in his hands, and trembling with confusion at the thouglit of 
ftgsJn appearing in our presence. 

11 
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popular leunions of Eiiifje i certain m Imct of dignity 
preseryes the Tmk irnm vulgar *iolence He asserts and 
defends liis> eueTances calmly if thej iie not read Ir 
redressed tlie adverse partio'! betake tlemselves ti a person 
whose age and character entitle him to respect ami thty 
accept his verdict as they would a judgment fiom the 
month of a magistrate A tentiment of snceie piety a 
firm f^ith admiiable latience the mo t iffecting resignation 
m tunes of trial a love of the true the ^ood and the beauti 
ful, and self abnegation such are the pnuLipal traits of 
Tarkish charactei I do not apply this to the inhabitants of 
the large cities nor to individuals composing the upper 
classes who imitate foreign tvpes affecting at the same time 
a contempt of everything which is not TurkLsh I do not 
like the polite, formal, fteethmking Tuik I speak merely 
of the p pi f th al d tr t and f th j mh 1 

taut of th mall p vin 1 t n Th nd t f th 
1 tt n t alway a d nt ^ th th nt m nt but 

th ntim ts n th 1 ab d th y a d i ly a d 

fi nly ted n th p 1 1 hea t Th p pi ha b n 
exposed to severe trials, they have resisted the effects of cor- 
rnpt example, of the law and of habit, and he who shall be 
able to build oa them, who will know how to stimulate and 
minister to their growth, must snrely become the regenerator 
of the Turkish character. 

Taking the Turkish people as it now is, what is to be it* 
future career ? Is it to push to their extreme limits the dele- 
terious effects of theocracy ? Will there be only the cruel 
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alternativp of dying out or of jmrchasing life at the price t>f 
independence 1 I have no disposition to act aa prophet or 
physician, but 1 think I iiave shown that it possesses the 
elements of a better moral Ufe. What can be done to 
develop these, and save the nation from tlie d8,ngers which 
threaten it ? The task which Europe now has on its hands, 
is to preserve Turkish inJepCDdeuce ; a time may come for 
another effort, an effort of regeneration. And then, what will 
be done ? I simply indicate two important steps that wdl 
doubtless be taken ; one to establish adequate material forces 
on the Ottoman soil, in order to develop its rich resources, 
and the other to provide some modification, admitted to be 
indispensable, of the regime created by Mahomet, in view of 
an end which is now incompatible with the interests and 
civilization of the world. 

The Ottoman territory, in the abundance and diversity of 
its resources, should attract the most extensive application 
of agricultural science. I have to add, also, that this soil, 
in vfhich every seed germinates, from that of the simple 
meadow flower to the noblest tree, which nourishes the 
largest and choicest of flocks, is not less rich in its mineralo- 
gical wealth. Every valley and mountain possesses veinf 
of copper, iron and lead, and even of silver. A brook 
may contain silver dust in its drift, and the people of a 
neighboring village be aware of it, yet they wiU never dream 
of collecting it. As this land, then, possesses every necessary 
element for becoming the wealthiest, as it is already the most 
beautiful of the countries of the old world, it doubtless offers 
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to the European powers who protect it to-day, an equivalent 
for their important services in its behalf. 

There still remains another nndertaking, dependent not on 
Europe, but on the Ottoman people themsolvea. 

If it be true that the Islam constitution, which has created 
Buch intrepid soldiers, has been fatal to the development of 
civil life— Lf it be trne, moreover, that theocracies repel every 
sn^estion of change and progress, and yet that a transfor- 
mation, at least partial, is now necessary for the country's 
salvation, what is to be deduced from all this ? Will they 
resolve to abandon the theocratical form and principles of 
government ? Such a course would be impossible at the pre- 
sent time. Even if the heads of the government should 
heroically and boldly repudiate dogmas which secure them 
imhralted authority, the people, sincerely and profoundly 
attached to its religious belief, would never endorse the 
SBCTifice. Between completely abandoning a system and 
carrying it out in all it* rigor there exists some middle term, 
and this term is called reform ; it is generally an odious 
word to the members of theocracies, bnt in this particular 
case it has already been many times uttered by the most 
illustrious men of Turkey. It is true that neither this word 
nor the objects which it comprises and expres'-es have met 
with encouragement from the people , and the rea'-on is 
evident to my mind. Although \\ he and tending tu remove 
the barrier erected by Iilimism between Christian Europe 
and Mussulman Asia, the reforms hitherto introductd into 
the Ottoman constitution h'ive hi ought no immediate relief 
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to the suftflinga of the Tmkish people, {he\ hiie 1 een 
organized to remove the sliaukles whitli the Christian suli 
jects of the Porte have eniluibd m the pist and this 
dehverince which pohcy ^nd justice both demanded ha'i 
enLoantert.d the prejudiceb of all Mussulman zcabts A 
hatred and contempt of Chris-tnns form a part of then reli 
gions belief, tutonththat is to rebel aa;ims>t the pitcopts 
of the sacred book and fe-n among them aie able to ccmpre- 
hend the political vieni thit would Wdrrant it A political 
reform, therefore will never be atcepted bj a peoplp <<tand 
ing eo film on faith unless it be aasimiKted to a rdigious, 
reform and it only remims to know hon ts proceed with i 
refoim of this character 

In the sixteenth tentmy Chrifctianity had ih lelormer. 
What did thej do ? Thej ■uldressed thciiiBelYeb to the ten 
derest conscience'^ tsthemrst exalted reljsiious minds In 
this greit question the lukewinn remained neutral Earnest 
Christmns alone elevated their minds to it and landed them 
selves nndei one oi the other bannei li\ hy should it not be 
the same in the Ouent ? Let tht. wise lower themselves, to 
the level of simple mmds, let the great humble themselves, 
let them even not disdain to employ a mystic language, and 
claim their share of divine inspiration, which alone can obtain 
the confidence and submission of a people. Let them in the 
name of the same power and principles which formerly trans- 
formed tme believers into soldiers, convert them now into 
men. Let them cast down and trample under-foot the fatal 
barrier which separates the Orient from civilization, and tea«h 
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their people to turn tlieir faces m piayci to the Occident. 
Let them open the ways of study and action to the people, 
let them leue'ite the family by aboliiilim^ polygamy ; for if 
one wife coubtitutes the family, moie than one destroys it. 
Without pionouncing the namp of Christ, let the people, how- 
ever, be initiated m the civilizing docbmea and the moral 
standard of Chribtianity , let them, m dechnng themselves the 
expounders of the Koran, profoundly modify the principles 
and the commandments recorded on its pages. Such a plan 
of reform is not of easy execution, and it would be impracti- 
cable in Europe, in the age in which we are now living. But 
Asia is not Europe, and besides, circamstances are imperious, 
and an effort must be made. 

I believe I have said enough to show on what conditions a 
salutary tranaformatiou might he wrought in Turkey. I stop 
before a pictnrf, on which it would be hazardous to gaze 
with too much confidence. It was imperative on me, never- 
theless, to let its outlines be seen, and alter the narrative of 
a joui-ney which showed me the melancholy resnlt of the 
doi:trines of the Koran, I desired to comhat them in the 
name of the character, and even in the interests uf the people 
they control. 

I had passed one month at Jerusalrm. I had visited the 
sanctuaries of the city and its environs— the desert of St. 
John, the Tombs of the Kings, the grotto of Isaiah, Beth- 
lehem, the Dead Sea, the Jordan and Jericho ; it remained 
only for me now to think of returning home. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

-THE PLAIN Of ESDRJBI.ON, NAIAKETU— TIBERIAS- 
ASIATIC BEALTY— ENGLISH TBAVELLEBS. 

We p«ssBd tie «p8l »%» in the open Mds, nboat foni 
hOEi! fiom Jernsakm, and on the evening of tie following 
d.j reached NaHons, which, however, we did not enter, 
contenting onrsebes with an encampment ontside the walls, 
in the garden, in fact, assigned to triTellers. The third day 
bronght ns to Djerrim, a Tillage m which we halted on 
qnitting Nazareth. The season behig now too far advanced 
to make Arab honses preferable to onr tents, this time, as 
on the previons evening, we cstaihshed onrsehes for the 
niglit in the environs of the habitations. The neit morning 
we resamed ont rente early, in order to cross the plain of 
Hajareth before the hot hoars of the day. Unfortunately a 
delay occaired, owing to the hospitality of a worthy Arab 
chief, who happened to be on hand as we passed through his 
village, and who insisted on our stopping to taste his coffee 
and milk, smoke a pipe, etc., as well as accepting him as guide 
for some distance on our way. So it happened, and the sun's 
rajs beat perpendicularly on onr heads, just as we reached 
the centre of the great plain of Esdrailon. The blood, ftom 
the bites of thousands of insects, trickled down the flanks of 
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OUT exhausted horses, and we ourselves were parched with 
thirst, my head feeling as if it were of a weight eiitiicly out 
of proportion to the strengh of ruj vertebral column, when, 
finally, the well at which we had quenched our thirst on our 
previous passage over this route, came id eight. Recollec- 
tions of this well had, indeed, sustained our courage ; but, 
alas 1 what was it now ? A small pool, about a yard in 
diameter, its water muddy if not as black as ink — this was aE 
that now reniaiiied of it. I rode to a little knoll a short dis- 
tance off, on which I had observed a small number of conical- 
roofed huts, resembling ovens rather than houses, hoping to 
find some shade, and to ascertain of the inhabitants if the 
water in this poo! was the same as they themselves made use 
of. It proved to be so. I possessed some control over my- 
self, but yet not enough to force me to enter one of these 
huts, whose infected and stifling atmosphere attacked me the 
moment I approached the hole that served for a door. The 
inhabitants of this little village (nothing but women and chil- 
dren during the day) did not themselves resort to these huts 
for shade, or for shelter of any kind, except in times of tempest, 
hurricane, shower, deluge, etc. ; this day they remained ex- 
posed to the sun's rays in the open spaces left between them. 
From this hillock, and while casting a restless eye aronnd 
the vast and desolate horizon, I discovered a green spot afar 
off, which indicated vegetation, trees, and consequently a 
village, and to this I resolved to go, and await the decline of 
day, notwithstanding the vague statements of the people 
regarding its distance. On descending the knoll, I found 
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oiir troop in great eoufusion, eudeavoriiig to extricate one of 
the horses from the well ; he had been attracted to it by the 
appearance of water, and flattering himself, no donbt, that it 
would soothe the pain of tlie stings made by the flies, he 
accordingly precipitated himself into it. My patience seemed 
on this occasion to be utterly exhausted. Protection from 
the sun's rays and water were imperative, and, moreoTer, I 
was impressed, in some way, that I could not endure their 
privation with impunity ; making a sign, therefore, to my 
dai^hter to follow me, and leaving man and beast to care for 
themselves, and rejoin us nhen and where they best could, I 
urged my horse into a gallop m the direction of the green 
spot alluded to, etojjping only when I found myself at the 
entrance of one of the gardens that composed it. A young 
Bedoum approached unmediately to take our horses, and I at 
once sent him for some fresh water ; after this I gave my 
thoughts to my pooi Km, whose white coat had become 
invisible under the bloody attacks of the flics. While thus 
engaged in examining my favorite's wounds, and sympathiz- 
ing with the poor animal, I noticed one of these vampires 
busily employed on his body, and was indiscreet enough to 
attempt to arrest him. With a hanlterchief in my hand I 
drew nearer to Kur, and gave the fly repeated slaps. Being 
behind the horse I presume I did not stand m suLh i nay as 
to have m^ mtentions understood by him , at all events the 
horse, exasperated by the stmgs and puzzled bv the bljws 
I directed at the fly which, doubtless were not to his 
taste, blindly linnthed i vigorous kKk striking me just below 
H* 
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the left knee. I thoiig'ht at first my limb was gone ; 1 lost 
all sensation in it, and fell backward on the grass. Little by 
litUe, however, its feeling returned, but the pain then became 
so intense I could scarcely refrain from crying out. All this 
was but the dawn of this day's trouble. Suffering, fatigue, 
heat, and the dry desert wind which then blew with consider- 
able force, brought on a fever. I lay upon some shawls and 
cloaks under an immense mangrove tree, whose lai^, wide 
leaves formed a dense shade, utterly excluding the sun's rays, 
and here I awaited the decline of day, and of my fever also. 
Mon Dim ! what a day I It seemed as if flames issued from 
the ground around me, and that my breast contracted, refus- 
ing to inhale this burning atmosphere. With head on fire, 
arteries throbbmg, and a stunning noise in my ears, my whole 
body seemed to be burning np, and so hot that I dared not 
allow my hands to touch each other. I fell, then, into a kind 
of unconscious state, in which I fancied myself ia a chamber 
with blinds closed and doors opened in order to create cur- 
rents of cool air ; but a fresh blast of this heated atmosphere 
would again come and bring me back to the reality. 
Opening my eyes, I found myself in. the centre of a group of 
Arabs with swarthy visages, black beards and cjes, white 
garments, and of a suspicions bearing, but whose counte- 
nances at this time expressed only a sentiment of pity and 
benevolence. Some were offering water to me, which they 
drew fresh every five minutes, the sirocco wind warming it 
immediately on exposure ; others were fanning me with large 
leaves procured from the neighboring trees, and another 
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wa« dm m^ off tlie „nat aud flies that tormented me even in 
th» painld blnmbei It did not even occnr to tbem to 
demand the mevitable ioc/sAMsA for every new Eervice they 
peitormed tor mo , .e weie then- gneils and not their ene- 
mies I know oi civilized people who seeing me in sneh a 
state wonld have stepped lightly by on tiptoe, in order not 
to dintnrb me Foi them and for mv^elf too, tills wonld he 
agreeable but I had not the heart to feel annoyed by the 
attentions of these good people ( mgulai i< this phraai may 
appear when aj plied to the Arabs cf the plain of Haaareth), 
and I have no disposition to complain of them now. 

I was not in a condition to note the symptoms of my 
malady, or prescribe its treatment. I accordingly committed 
a very foolieh act, and one of which I had to repent the con- 
sequences. The water they brought me was loo wai-m to do 
any good to my month and throat, but such m it was it pro- 
duced an agreeable sensation of coohiees on my body wher- 
ever It happened to fall on it. Kndmg that it tins tempered 
the ragmg heat that consumed me, 1 resorted to it repeat- 
edly, sprinkling my arms, neck, and shoulders, and bathing 
my head with it. The relief, however, that this sort of 
douche bath afforded me was only temporary. The water 
seemed to act like those acids which, cool to the touch, cause 
water or any other liquid into which they are poured to boil. 
Scarcely was the moisture produced by it absorbed, when my 
skin felt an if it were ready to split with dryness. Toward 
evenmg both the sirocco and my fever abated. Although 
my limb still pained me severely, I succeeded in mounting my 
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horse, and at a somewhat advanced hour in the evening I 
entered the town of Nazareth. On the following mornin':' the 
fever agaia appeared, accompanied with spitting of blood and 
an excessive languor. My dream of the day before was 
nevertheless realized. Being in a cool, dark chamber, into 
which the snn conld only penetrate through blinds and cur- 
tains, with fresh air circulating freely throngh the apart^ 
ment, I was resting on a comfortable bed, with good, clean 
white sheets. I appreciated these advantages, though not 
fully alive to tliem, this condition lasting eight days, dur- 
ing which time I never left my room. There happened a lit 
tie adventure during this period, a narrative of which may, 
perhaps, serve to convey a just idea of the character of Arabs 
and of their respect for the privileges of age and sex. A 
large bull-dog, and two fine greyhounds, of what is called in 
Europe the Syrian breed, followed us all the way from my 
estate ; these greyhounds, said to be Syrian, are, however, 
really Turcoman dogs, and are very rare in Syria, where they 
are eagerly sought for to hunt gazelles, they alone being 
able to pursue these fleet animals ivith any success. One of 
these dogs was a bitch, and at the time of our former visit to 
Nazareth was ready to give birth to a litter ; in fact, the 
very evening of our arrival she disappeared. We supposed 
that, fatigued with the journey, and perhaps in labor, she bad 
taken refuge in some house in the village, and had been 
retained a captive on account of her value. We left Xaza- 
reth without succeeding in finding her, but on our second 
passage through the place we recommenced our search and 
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were more successful ; one of our party discovered her retreat 
and pointed it out to v&, and, alas 1 it proved to be the 
dwelling of one of the most dreaded among the Bedouins of 
the country. 

The Arab governor to whom wo applied to aid tis in 
recovering the animal, seemed to be very much afraid on 
learning the name of our adversary ; and it was with some 
difflcnlty that he decided on sending a kavas to the house 
with us, directing him, however, to act in no other way than 
in a conciliatory manner. Marie, indignant at such coward- 
ice, and determined on obtaining possession of her greyhound, 
resolved to go heraelf to the Bedouin's premises. Followed 
hf- some of our company and the governor's kavaa, she 
reached the spot, and found the 'street lined with well-armed 
Bedouins, who had hastily assembled to defend their com- 
rade, and what they called his property. Our dragoman 
entered on negotiations, and the discussion (in which the 
women had their share) was about to degenerate into a dis- 
pute, when our canine Helen, aware, doubtless, throngh the 
admirable instinct of her species, of the presence of her mis- 
tr(.s«, mshed out of the robber's hoffi,e mto the street and 
up to Mane, gambollmg abont hei, licking her hands, 
and manifestmg hei joy with the most expressive barks. 
Then scizmg her by her dres% she dragged her into the inte- 
iior uf the house, evbn to her kennel vvherc a half-dozen 
little, tremltlmg whining giejhounds lay crying for their 
mother Mane did not hesitate Takmg a puppy in each 
hand, and fpDowed by the mother greyhound, she darted from 
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the house, traversed the street Iietvveen the files of armed 
Bedouins, and triumphantly reached the Franciscan conyent, 
where I was awaiting her, and not without some degree of 
uneasiness. And the Bedouins, who had collected to support 
the robber with a strong hand, what did they do ? They 
laughed most heartily, none of them thinking of opposing the 
sUghtest resistance to the child's proceedings. The robber 
contented himself with soliciting a backsheesh for having 
entertained the greyhound during her sojourn ia his family, 
while some of his relatives were so charmed with the incident, 
that they offered to form our escort between Nazareth and 
Damascus. You will soon see what good reasons I had to 
praise these Bedouins ; bad the chief 1 gave them conducted 
himself as well, I should have been spared many disagreeable 
circumstances. 

My hemorrhage had scarcely ceased when we quit Naza- 
reth, resolved to follow the shortest road to Damascus, which 
ia that of the desert through the interior. The monks advised 
us to place a certain noble Arab at the head of our escort 
who had formerly acted as guide to some French travelling 
savants of my acquaintance, and who were so pleased with 
his services, character and deportment, that they had taken 
him to Paris, where they introduced him into the best 
Eodety, not excepting that of the Elysee Bourbon, then occu- 
pied by the president of the defunct republic. All this was 
a powerful recommendation, Mohammed Zaffedy was a 
handsome man of about twenty-eight or thirty years, a genu- 
ine Arab such as Horace Vemet paints, and of which there 
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are but few even in the desert. Ilis costume was that of 
the towns — large wliite trousers, a blue doth jacket braided 
with bine festenings, a white turban, and a white cloak with- 
out embroidery or the usnal hroad stripes. He carried pis- 
tols of French manufacture in his saddle pockets, and in his 
own a small hair-comb aud a little mirror with which to test 
its application. He talked incessantly about his friends in 
Paris, and of the happy days passed in their society in 
Europe and in the deserts of his native land. He also made 
frequent mention of a Mademoiselle Caroline who was an 
exceUent rider, and who accompanied the savant members of 
the InsliM de France on their archeologieal expeditions. 
This handsome Arab seemed, in short, to be so much supe- 
rior to his Kazarene compatriots that we no longer hesitated 
to take him for a guide. SeTcn other Arabs joined him, 
among whom were our new friends. We arranged their 
compensation, which was to be paid them at Damascus, and 
then prepared for our departure. We had two motives in 
not making payment in advance— our lack of confidence in 
the good faith of the Arabs, and the low state of our funds, 
which my illness and the delay caused by it had considerably 
decreased. It was important to reach Damasci^ without 
loss of time and to spend no more money on the way than 
was absolutely necessary. 

On the eve of our departure from Nazareth we paid a visit 
to a garden in the environs. It was only on entering it that 
we became aware of such a place, hnried as it is in a deep 
hollow, the road passing directly above it. The property- 
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owners of Nazareth thus locate their orchards in order to 
obtain moisture and slielter for themselves and for their 
trees. This garden was not large, but the fruit trees, such 
as the peach, pomegranate, orange, apricot, etc., grew as 
tall as old oaks, and possessed foliage as rich as the most 
luxuriant shrubbery. Roses of the sweetest fragrance and 
flowers of the oleander strewed the grass, and a limpid 
stream wound about iu the midst of its delightful vegetation. 
I passed some hours under the shade of these trees, on the 
turf beneath them, oblivious of past sufferings and of those 
jet to come. On returning from this promenade, we called 
on the French consular agent, a wealthy Catholic Arab, 
whose numerous family reminded one of the fecundity and 
longevity of the ancient patriarchs. This official's grand- 
mother was still living, and although a century old, seemed 
to be free from the infii-mities of her years. The agent him- 
self had four sons, all married to beautiful women, and 
already the fathers of several children scarcely younger than 
their own young brothers and sisters. They offered us refresh- 
ments ; and the four young consorts regaled us with a num- 
ber of Arab songs. They accompanied themselves on a 
stringed instrument, the cords of which are touched with 
something like thimbles, similar to what was once known in 
Europe as the spinet, a kind of horizontal harp fixed on a 
sounding-board with double and triple cords, affording but 
poor music in any sense. The words of the songs would 
lose their effect translated, and I therefore omit them. 

My mind was mostly engaged during my visit with ccn- 
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jectures as t ) how so nameroa<! a familj and so honest a one 
(for how suepeLt such nohlc patuarcha) couM obtain the 
means of support in such a poor anl pettj town as Naza- 
reth. I did n t then fathom the mystery hat later I learned 
that the reputation of the prohflc patrnrih darkened some- 
what on receding trom the domestic ^hir and if gossip this 
time was true the prohlem is one of easy solutloa. 

On leaving Nazareth, we passed by bephora and pitched 
our camp a few paces from the village of Cana. At day- 
hght the next morning we monnted, and about nine o'clock 
arrived at Tiberias. This town is built, it may be said, in 
the lake, its old wails, once fortified but now in ruins, sur- 
rounding it on the land side. Its streets are so narrow and 
dirty, aud the heat so insupportable, that travellers avoid its 
interior, preferring to encamp under tents outside of the 
town at the risk of beuig stripped by the Arabs, who are 
here most ferocious robbers. We did what everybody does 
—arranged our camp on the border of the lake, near a bath- 
ing establishment which Ibrahim Pasha in the days of his 
puccesses frequently honored with his presence. The marble 
reservoir that received the almost boiling water from the 
spring, aud into which he plunged himself, is still preserved, 
but it is broken in several places and is now no longer used. 
Bathers nowadays prefer the larger reservoir iu which they 
can enjoy the advantages of a numerous company. 

I had an opportunity this day to admire the way in which 
English people resign themselves to the discomforts of 
oriental travel, especially at the season I now refer to. On 
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reaching Tiberias, toward nine o'clock in tie morning, and 
whilst I was sighing for a shady camping-ground, where I 
could pass the hot hours of the day, I met aa English family 
about starting for Safed. Milady sat in a litter suspended 
between two mules, the most nneomfortahlD of all means of 
transportation yet invented for the punishment of travellers. 
Another family set out from Kazareth the same day as our- 
selves, followed the same road and stopped at the end of the 
same stages, leaving, however, the halting-place precisely at 
the hour which we selected for resting in order to avoid the 
ex es ive teat wc could sei, them frtm our cool retreat 
ambling giavely alon^ at a slow j.ace the ladies prttected 
by immense funnel shaped capotes ani white calico paii ols 
and the gentlem n with umbrelHa only the i faces purple 
and the perspiration streaming down upon their vests and 
cravat I made rtpeited attempts to mduce them to 
arrange their hours diffeiently to rise early and to rest 
themselves during tie day But m^ labor was aU in vain 

The jtakr Jamtlias declared thit Mrs and the 

Misses were not fond ot early nsmg and the^ could not 
possibly complete their todet and pack their trunki hy nme 
dock m the morning Besides said he we are not 
too warm we find it a very pleasant day Mercv 1 the 
thermometer (Fahrenheit) at lOG degrees m the shade 
with exposnie to the bninng sun to say nothino tf the 
heated blasts ot the siiocco I Wl ^t is btill more astmishn g 
itt all this, IB that neither the gentlemen nor the ladies snl 
fered from theu" mviolable attaehmeut to cherished hahits, 
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because they were thoroughly convinced that the heat was 
not great, and that of course they could not burn np. 

As for myself. I passed this day in the Tiberiad, testing 
every shady spot that the meagre bushes or the walls of the 
bathing establishment presented to me. When noon came 
I retired into the interior of this edifice, and there reclining 
on my mattress, enjoyed a few moments' repose. The arrival 
of a celebrated beauty, however, disturbed me ; she was 
accompanied by a numerous suite of attendants, who had 
little regard for my weariness or eomfort. This is always 
the case on similar occasions in the Orient, where they do 
not scruple to arouse the weariest of travellers in order to 
pat BOmo insignificant question to him, such, for example, as 
What o'clock is it ? Have you fixed your hour for leaving 
to-morrow? Are yort not too warm? or. Have you had 
yoar coffee yet ? etc. But if this belie disturbed my slum- 
ber it was for more serious matters ; she wished to see 
la Franque to ask her for some antidote against sterility, 
and perhaps to exhibit her beauty. She passed accordingly 
into the small chamber eontaiumg Ibrahim Pasha's bathing- 
tub, and, dispatcliing one of her slaves, ordered her to 
awake me at, all hazards and conduct mo to her. It was 
so done. Although in bad humor from being disturbed, I 
stood dumb with astonishment on appearing before my beau- 
tiful client. If i^vcr woman's face could be compared to a 
bright, clear moon ; if ever fresh complexion, rosy cheeks and 
lips, luxuriant hair, full, rich forms, peariy teeth, arched 
eyebrows, and long, black eyelashes— if all these were ever 
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found combined to the highest degree of perfection in a single 
woman, it was assuredly in tlie one before me. It might be 
stated without esaf^eratjon that her charms were perfectly 
dazzling. Being the wife of an old and wealthy Arab in the 
neighborhood, her empire over him was lost through her 
sterility, and all her thoughts were giyen to this defect. Alas, 
I coald not benefit her, and I informed her accordingly. A 
flash of discontent, almost of anger, gleamed for a moment 
in her magnificent black eyes, almost starting from her head ; 
but it was only a flash, and her beautiful face soon resumed 
the calm, motionless aspect which formed its habitual expres- 
sion. She then addressed several questions to me with that 
air of gracious indifference which the crowned heads of all 
coantries know so well how to assume when disposed to be 
condescending to people who are not born on the steps of a 
throne. I did not even think of charging her with imperti- 
nence. Is not perfect beauty a crown, a power in itself? I 
was glad to see her tum her preiogative to accoant , I faw 
with I lea^ure thit she enjoyed ler trmmph m my admiia 
tion of her Subjects of conversation wen, ^oon exhausted 
she then saluted me and withdrew mside the bathmg apart 
ment foOowed by her slaves whilst the master of the estab- 
lishment cleared it of all other occupants 

Toward evening we visited the town of Tibena=! or rathei 
ne hastly passed thiough it for tcarcelj did we find our 
pelves withm when we began to wish onrselvL's out ot it 
There aie no tiaces visible of its ancient days Its popula 
tion 18 almost exclusnelj competed it enugiaut Jew famihea 
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from Germiny and Polind who hive lome to m nt,le their 
dost with that of their fatliei'! The womeadre&s i ow a" 
they did in Europe at the time of their enugraticn say fafty 
or sixty jeirb ago their figures below the shDulder'! being 
anything else tl an graceful The crateniilatiou of the^e 
women suggcstel a reflection to my own mind as to whether 
if my sojoain m Asii should continue much longer I uhould 
not mjself anjear on my return to Europe as rdicul usly 
truiselupaa they The loitoes constructed hy these poor 
em grant althcugh fcmall and common boie ia air of 
European cleanhne'is which gladdened the eye ther win 
dows are large and the walls whitewashed each win low 
has its bimds and every entiance its double door , there is no 
agn of that misery, indifference and neglect whicli yoa 
encoanter in the dwellings of the orientals. 

Lake Tiberias and its bordtfrs possess neither character nor 
bcaaty. The mountams which serve as a frame to it are of 
a medium height, and on viewing their naked sides, one 
would suppose that the soil which once covered tliem had 
glided off from summit to base into the lake. Nature, how- 
ever, now and then exhibits all the freshnes'< and luxmiance 
of its vegetation wherever a brook di>-cends from the moun- 
tains, and circulates in the valleys or on the borders of the 
lake before its waters lose themselves in it. On these spots, 
clumps of oleander, myrtle, and laurel, protect the green 
grass, which is dotted with myriads of brilliantly colored and 
perfumed flowers, while thousands of birds in gay and varied 
plumage haunt the thickets, and fill the air with thek joyous 
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carols. TLp e j laces ire ^11 tie more charming, on account 
of being cuuSned tu nairaw I mits and are suddenly encoun- 
tered in the midt>t of a dieary solitude, soon followed bj 
BOlitudee dreirier still Tibenas and its lake bear witness to 
the most impre<!si¥C and most beautiful episodes of the New 
Testament It was upon its waters that Christ gently 
reproached St Peter for bis timidity and lack of faith ; it 
was not far hence that he fed the multitude with the five 
loaves ; that he pronounced some of his most admirable dis- 
courses ; Capernaum in shcrt where the afflicted widow 
dwelt, is still visible on the oppo ite shore. The basin of this 
lake, as well aa that of the Dead Sea, ia one of the lowest 
and hottest pomts on the surfaw of the globe. There is no 
vegetation that the eve can reach, the green oases I have 
mentioned being concealed m the 1 ollows or behind project- 
ing rocks ; the aspect of the place, generally speaking, is one 
of the most melancholy and the least picturesque of any I 
ever beheld. 

This day, however, the re^on about the lake was in a 
state of unusual excitement, due to a passage of troops sent 
to combat the rebellious tribes. Everybody bad some 
terrible story to tell of massacres and robberies by the 
mouEtain Arabs, accompanying this with statements that 
the road by the desert to Damascus, which we had selected, 
because it was the shorter, was completely blocked by 
these sanguinary hordes. I noticed then that our hero, 
Mohammed Zaffedy, was not an Achilles. He assumed an 
s mien, and wanted to make us bebeve that he was 
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not sufficiently well acquainted with the ronte by the desert, 
anil that we should act wisely if we would take the other. 
Our motiTes, however, for adhering to our prerions decision, 
were not to be shaken, and we paid but little attention to onr 
guide's insinuations. The crafty Arab conducted us without 
difficulty to Safed, knowing that both roads passed through 
this town, and only diverged at a point beyond. 
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HAPED— PIETl AND MISFOHTU^F? OF THF ENOIISH ( 0\1UL 

ADVEXTDREt, V TOE PE'^ERT bFll 1 A 

Safed )r situated to tie north ol Tibei as tlif re id Lad 
ing to it BO an crossing one of tlie mountains that incloses 
Lake Tibena'i From these summits under a tree that 
affords a pleasant shade for travellera I could look b^i k and 
gaae on the lake, now rpsemblmg a miiroi placed it the 
bottom of a basket On descendrng the other side of the 
mountain, ue found curselves in a nanow valley filled with 
aniseed and fennel the atmospheie 1 eing chirged with their 
perfume Before us arose another monntam to be ascended, 
higher even than the former its summit piesenting a 
canons spectacle This mountain is divided into several 
peaks or Inob-i ■similar t" the buRhj branches of a mulbeiry 
tree, and on each of these elevations is phnted a section cf 
the town of Safed The highest point stiU bears the rums of 
a castle formerly protecting the town ; its various sections 
communicate with each other by the platform above which 
the different summits project. This town, so singularly 
situated, was overwhelmed some years ago by an earthquake, 
costing the lives of a large proportion of its inhabitants. 
Those who survived, reconstructed its fallen walls on the old 
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Kitp ne^er ditim ng (.f estalli liin^ tliem ■■he n a Ic s 
pufllious s il Sakl likt. Tibeiia has a jopulatioD 
more than three quirtcr? of which consiat of Jewish emi 
grants both towns being legarded by thit nition as holy 
cities m which the faithful miy d e only to hve again in 
the bosom of God 

Eeachmg these populated hciglt wt. foiud oir camp 
piiched o i the loftiest summit on a sloping esj lanade at the 
foot of the old castlp and in the shadow oi some grand old 
olive trees Seated at the dtor of mj tent I could see the 
01 enii g valleys at my feet stretching away in ill directions 
and m the foiegiound tlie scattered groups of dwclhngs 
composing the town of Safed each resembhng i smilmg 
village The copous streims issuing ftom the monntains 
and the delicate atmospl ere which always prevails on mo m 
tain heights, enable the inhabitants of Safed to maintain and 
cultivate delightful gardens ; in this singular country, it is 
the valleys and plains whigh display aridity, the summits of 
the h^h mountains alone being covered with verdure. 

Scarcely had we put our camp in order, when our tribula- 
tions commenced. We were favored with a call from an old 
Arab, performing the duties of English consnlar agent, and 
whose family had entirely perished in the late earthquake ; 
he had done his best to iill the void caused by this terrible 
disaster, but without foi^tting the dead, there being a 
settled melancholy, tempered by fervent piety stamped on his 
face, and apparent in everything he said. He at first 
as to the road we intended to travel ; I 
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informed hiin, aad he then asked if I were aware of the con- 
dition of the country. 

" Only by hearsay," I replied ; " and I should be happy 
to know from yourself if the reports I have are reliable, for 
they have made every effort to induce rae to abandon the 
route by the desert. These stories of Arabs and brigands," 
I continued, " excite but little fear in my breast." 

" You are right," replied the consnl ; " when one puts 
trust in God, as yon seem to do, there is nothing to fear 
from the wicked. WbicheTer road you may please to take, 
madame, you will find brigands on all ; they may injure your 
body, but they-eannot deprive yonr soul of its trust in God, 
so long as you preserve this beantifal faith in Him. I have 
not seen such a steadfast faith in a long time, and far be it 
from me to think of opposing it by any of those miserable 
suggestions which grow but of a love for one's life, or for the 
perishable goods of this world." 

I found myself somewhat embarrassed ; there was, never- 
theless, something bordering on the comic in the expression 
of respectful admiration which lit up the worthy man's coun- 
tenance. My motives for choosing the most direct and the 
shortest route, were undoubtedly as mnocent and as legiti- 
mate as possible, but they were not, m tiuth, of a nature to 
superinduce a divine interposition in my favor. It was, 
moreover repugnant to me to tell the worthy consul that my 
trust in God was not so great as he imagined, which admis- 
sion, moreover, would not have conveyed to him an exact idea 
of my meaning. I tried to obtain from him, indirectly, some 



i.y Google 



267 

information on the state of things, but ia Tain, as iie baffled 
all my artifices. Whenever I led the conTersatioa to the perib 
of the desert, the piona consul stopped me short with excla- 
mations like this : " Of what concern is that to yon, madame ; 
have you not the God of battles with you ? You know ivell 
that the powers of earth will never prevail against you. Oh ! 
if everybody po^essed your courage and your faith, the high- 
ways would not be so quickly abandoned, and the wicked 
would not BO readily make themselves masters of them." 

"Am I to conclude from what you say, that they are 
actually in possession of these roads ?" I inquired. 

" And what if they are — they could never get the advan- 
tage of one who relies upon the Uod of the strong," etc. 

Seeing that my diplomacy would lead to no result, I 
requested one of my companions to take his tnrn in sounding 
the consul, and in procuring from him, if possible, a letter of 
recommendation to some one of the Arab chiefs, such as 
succeeded so well in the Djaonr-Daghda, and elsewhere. 
But the poor consul's mind was disturbed. He afSrmed that 
for three weeks past not a traveller, nor even a government 
courier, had passed beyond the bridge of Bcni-Yacob, the 
boundary line between the province of Safed and the desert of 
Damascus. What passed, therefore, in the interior of the 
country, nobody knew ; it was supposed, however, that the 
Arabs held the country, since troops were marching forward 
to the desert. As to our letter of recommendation, nothing 
at first could be obtained more easily, but ultimately it 
became utterly unpossible. Sheik this would willingly com- 
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mend me to scheik that, but unfortunately the latter hap- 
peaed to be at Beyrout. There was another sheik that 
might be addressed, but he was dying about half-a-day'a 
march from Safed, and it was more than likely that he would 
be dead before the messenger could reach his village. He 
sent for an Arab guide, who, he stated, was acquainted with 
the principal brigand chiefs, and who would protect m 
accordingly ; but when this singular protector came to learn 
that we intended to take the deeert route, he sprang to his 
feet, wanting to Icnow if we were tired of living, and then 
quitted us inatantcr, without deigning to listen to our pro- 
posals. I then gave another turn to my investigations. I 
made inquiries about the other ronte, concerning the time it 
would take, and the additional expense inyolved in such a cir- 
cuitous road, and ascertained that it would cost about triple 
tte sum I had at my disposal. I also inquired if there was 
not, among so many Jews, a banker at Safed. The term, 
even, was not known. The consul offered kindly to procure 
me two hundred piasters (about fifty franca) for eight days, 
which I might return at Damascus, at the rale of ten per 
cent, interest. But of what use to me were two hun- 
dred piasters ? Convinced, now, of the necessity of adhering 
to my first resolution, I thought of nothing but of strength- 
ening my position, in spite of the many obstacles ceaselessly 
urged by our Nazarene escort. And first, the illustrious 
Mohammed having foi^otten the route— we procured him a 
guide. In the second place, he couldn't think of adyenturing 
into a country occupied by the enemy. (I never succeeded 
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in ascertaining whom he called an enemy, and especially whom 
he called friends ; for, in his quality of an Arab, he abomi- 
nated the Turks, which, however, did not render him more 
iadnlgent to his compatriots of the monntains. I belieye, in. 
substance, that he regarded ererybodj as an enemy of whom 
he was afraid.) He then exacted a reinforcement. I con- 
sented to this, on condition that the entire troop shonid not 
exceed ten men, and that the reinforcement, as well as the 
main body of our annj, should not be paid before we reached 
Damascus. The brave Zaffedy at first made no objection to 
this arrangement, but at the expiration of a few hours he 
returned, accompanied with several of the local strong-arms, 
whom he presented to me as the necessary reinforcement, and 
demanded, ipso facto, three-quarters of their pay in advance. 
He added — this precious Mohammed— that his Nazareno 
companions, having now discovered the pretensions of the 
newly-enlisted, held similar views, and also demanded three- 
quarters of their pay. Upon this, our new friend, the one 
who stole the dog at Kazareth, advanced with a grave air, 
and addressing me, said : " If the noble Mohammed-Zaffedy 
Bpeaks m behalf of his comrades, I am not one of the num- 
ber. I accompanied you," he added, turning toward me, 
" and I have accompanied your daughter," turning toward 
Marie, and making a slight bow, " because in the matters 
that concerned us at Nazareth, I was pleased with your pro- 
ceedings and your deportment. You desired to place me 
under the orders of my compatriot Zaffedy, and I consented, 
because it was your will, because Mohammed-Zaffedy is my 
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friend, and because lie better than myself possesses the art of 
rendering himself agreeable to the people of your race and 
nation. But it is for you, and not for him, that I am here. 
I^et Mohammed and his men accompany yon to Damascus, 
and I will remain with them as I have thus far ; but if they 
leave jou, or stipulate for otter conditions than those already 
agreed upon, I will not follow their example. Depend upon 
me as far as Damascus, and lot my pay rest until after our 
arrival there." He bent forward anew, seated himself, and 
thenceforth remained silent. It was now Zaffedj's turn. He 
shared the sentiments of his brother Alemed. Not for the 
world would he touch a sou of his pay until he reached Dar 
maseus. But what could he do, he alone, against the entire 
escort, who imperiously demanded both their pay and rein- 
forcement ? He would wilhngly die at the door of my tent 
in defence of my rights, but what would become of me after- 
ward, deprived of his support and surrendered to the cupidity 
and bad faith of Arabs ? He conjured me, then, for my own 
interest as well as his, to accept the conditions imposed on 
me, and since I was positively determined to pursue this 
perilous road, not to venture upon it unless accompanied by 
an adequate escort, and one in good humor and perfectly 
satisfied. 

The reader will observe that the debate took place just at 
the time fixed for our departure. Monsieur Zaffedy reserved 
this coup de theatre for the last hour, presuming, doubtless, 
that I would assent to anything in order to save both time 
' and trouble. Perhaps it would have ended so if I had been 
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in a condition to yield. But what was his object to force 
me to pay him, wlien I had no money? Necessity com- 
pelled me to be firm aud nnconqvierable. So far I had 
remained a quiet spectator of the debate, but seeing that it 
was likely to be indefinitely prolonged, I now interposed and 
pronounced the following decision ; " It is time," I said, " to 
set out, and we will mount at once. If Mohammed and his 
men are willing to follow with or without reinforcement, 
according to existing arrangements, well and good ; if they 
decline, aud although I may in turn refuse to pay them, since 
they will not have fulfilled their engagements with me, I am 
willing to remit the sum due them into the hands of any 
person at Damascus they may choose to designate. And 
Eow J am going. If you are disposed to follow me yon will 
all meet me at the bridge of Beni-Yacob ; m case you are not, 
appoint one of your body to act for you, and let him come 
to me and mate arrangements for yonr pay." With these 
words I mounted my horse, and my companions likewise. 
It was then that Mohammed-Zaffedy threw off the mask. 
He became frightfaUy pale, and his fine form shrunk to such 
a degree as to be almost unrecognizable. Darting at my 
horse's head, and raismg his hand with a menacing gesture, 
he cri^ out, trembling with rage : "Yon shall never move 
one step tiU yon pay me I" He thought this would intimi- 
date me. But he was not aware what a revolution anything 
like the strong oppressing the weak creates in me. Besides 
I understood my brave horse perfectly, and I well knew that 
EO sign or motion from any Arab hand wonld stay him ; I 
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accordingly gave him the rein, crying out to the impudent 
Arab to touch me at his peril. His comrades ranged them- 
selves all on my side, for I was a woman, and an Arab must 
be the very meanest of his race to forget this. Some cast 
themBelves before Mohammed and forced him back, while 
others, ranning to their horses, sprang into their saddles 
and drew up by oar side, declaring they were ready to fol- 
low us wherever wc wished to lead them. Mohammed, see- 
ing himself abandoned, acted like any other coward, and fell 
back ; he acknowledged his error and humbly demanded 
pardon, at the same tune shedding tears, intending, doubt- 
less, to have them taken for tears of repentance. I knew 
what value to place on them, but prudence required that the 
quarrel should proceed no further, A reconciliation was 
accordingly effected and proclaimed, and we set forth for 
the bridge of Beni-Yacob and the desert. 

The bridge of Benl-Yacob is thrown over the Jordan a 
short distance from one of its sonrces, and after leaving 
Safed a custom-house shed is the only habitation visible on 
its banks. The borders of the stream arc, as usual, covered 
with a rich and varied vegetation, while the rest of the 
country remains in a state of frightful barrenness. A few 
cnstom-house ofCcials stationed at the bridge confirmed the 
bad news we had learned at Safed ; not a traveller had 
passed the river for three weeks, while the vague mmors 
which came from the interior, brought no other news than 
accounts of armed brigands, robberies, and massacres. All 
this, however, affected me but little. Why should these 
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Arabs ao us iDJury' Wo «ere no enemirs of their. ; we 
were not allips of the Turks ; we wore almost moneyless and 
carried no valuable property — ^tliere was nothing to excite 
fear sare an excess of zeal and combatiTe enerf;y on the 
part of our escort, whioh gave us but little uneasiness. It 
might happen, however, tliat our ehampions, assuming a war- 
like attitude, might suddenly take flight and abandon us to 
the retaliatory spirit of the Arabs, who, in such a case, 
would consider us as their enemies and aa a legitimate prize. 
I accordingly kept reminding our escort that I had no 
thought whatever of engagmg tiie Arabs, bat of maintaining 
with them a friendly and cordial intercourse. To all these 
statements, constantly repeated, my guards only re]>lied with 
"We will defend you— fear nothing," etc., I finally aban- 
doned all hope of controlling such people, and, following the 
advice of the consul at Safed, I gave myself over to Provi- 
dence, that He might extricate mc from this fatal dilemma 

We gave ourselves np to a few moments' repose on the 
Jordan's shady banks. Scarcely had we done so when ne 
perceived a numerons caravan coming toward us, consisting 
of wayfarers who, learning our project of reaching Damascus 
by the desert, came to join us and take advantage of the 
feeling of secnrity we manifested, and which they attributed 
to some secret cause. " Since you do not fear the Arabi," 
they said, " let us place ourselves ander your protection, and 
cross the desert with you." It was useless to explain to 
these people that because we did not fear the Arabs, 
the ArabSj as a matter of course, would respect us. Onr 
12* 



i.y Google 



27i OEIENTAL HAEKMS AND SCENEEY. 

explanations, therefoi-e, served but to streagthen their convic- 
tions that we had some mysterious relationsliip witli the Arabs. 
The result of this was to conclude our alliance for that 
day ; the next day they prepared to attach themselyes to the 
Bortege of the goyernor of a small town on the desert, who, 
finding his place uatenable, was about to resort to Damas- 
cus, This arrangement concluded, we again began to taste 
the sweets of repose, when some men came running toward 
ns with a wdd and frightened look, announcing that the 
Aralis were marching thither m great number, and that there 
was not a moment to lose if we wanted to save our lives. 
For myself, I should have preferred to await them in the 
shade rather than fly, being exposed to the rays of this tei^ 
riblc sun ; but it would have been easier to have stayed the 
course of the river on whose banks I stood, than to have 
resisted the impetuous rush of the frightened crowd. We 
were obhged to move on in the intense heat, and to climb 
the bare mountam that rose before us with no protection 
from the vertical rays of this Syrian sun. Arrived on the 
Bummit we found ourselves on a vast plain, from several 
points of which dense eolnmns of smoke arose ; I never 
knew the cause of these formidable clouds, but our com- 
panions regarded them as positive demonstrations of the 
approach of Arabs and of their sinister intentions. For 
myself, admitting thetn to proceed from fires lighted by 
Arabs, I eoncluded, nevertheless, that the Arabs were keep- 
ing themselves quietly within their camps. We had been 
mai'ching for several hours, and the heat began to diminish, 
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when we oljsfntd a mivin^ maiS advincmc; t wild us, in 
the midst ot wliirh we could 'ice the ghtter aad fltsh of steel. 
The illustrious Ziffedy biandiahpd his lance uttcied his war- 
whoop, and btirted off it t gallsp followed by sDine of hia 
adherents , the otheis lemiiiung ucdistuibed I noticed the 
shadow of a smile on the lips of my friend ilemed. The 
warriors soon returned walking and the niOYinf; mass fol- 
lowing them wan composed only of a few pooi leapers cross- 
ing tie desert for the pnrpo-^e of fceeking emploj ment among 
the propiieton ot feafed and its euvjrons 

The country we rode over after leaving ^eni-Tacoh, was 
exceedingly sterile and monotonous ; but toward evening 
we entered a region, the beauties of which delighted me. 
The plain we crossed at first transfonned itself into a valley, 
which the snrrounding mountains environed, without divest 
ing it on the north of the light and perspective of the 
distant hcaizon ; the streams which descended from these 
heights brought freshness and verdure to the valley, while 
clusters of venerable trees, untouched by the axe, arose here 
and there in picturesque forms, their verdant domes serving 
aa an impenetrable shield from the sun's piercing rays. We 
passed within a few paces of an abandoned village, and some 
rods beyond we found ourselves on the borders of a circular 
valley, resemhling the crater of an extinct volcano. This 
singular cavity spread itself oat at our feet, and I was eager 
to pass the night there. Imagme a sort of amphitheatre, 
formed by mountains, whose slopes inclined gently to the 
bottom of an abyss, entirely covered with small flowering 
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trees, and carpeted with a thick tnrf, upon which myriads of 
pale pnrple flowers shoot up, forming a fantastic emhroidery. 
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him that I waa an eccentric traveller, with < fancy to halt 
wherever it pleased me, and that I would not, on passing the 
very best of khans, give it even a moment's consideration, 
which fancy would of course make my company burdensome 
to a man of such grave and regular habit"? as his excellency. 
He seemed to regret my resolution, and afterward I learned 
the cause. 

The desert, the veritable desert, m all Its disheartening 
nakedness, was now before me. From dawn until one 
o'clock in the afternoon, we marched over huge blocks of 
broken, uneven stones, on which our horses maintained 
themselves with great difScuity. Plodding over this immense 
plain, we steadily advance toward the mountains inclosing it 
to the northwest, and yet without appearing to gain on the 
distance between us. Since the milk given us by the shep- 
herds, we had tasted no food, and yet tliirst still prevailed 
over hunger. Mohammed, however, kept on, and we fol- 
lowed him, a worn and weary set. Finally, pointing toward 
a dark spot on the horizon, he informed me that that was 
Seiffa, "where," said he, "once arrived, we can rest oar- 
selves a few hours without danger." This was good news, 
bat the dark spot, after several hours' riding, remained a 
dark spot still. Tlie time came, however, when this formless 
mass rraolved itself into distinct lines, and trees appeared 
relieving on the hlne of the horizon, and, in the midst of the 
fohage, a number of greyish roofs. This w 
vast plain, which resembles a petrified ocean, a r 
gently along, its fresh limpid current giving birth to and 
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decking its banks w ith a [ rotus on ot tree shrubbery, grass 
and floweis A few pices b^ck from the iiver, behmd these 
natural g-ardcni stands a rumcd khai with n whose crum- 
bhog walli rise a fen poor huts Lonstracted' of materials 
derived from the khan ind the e huts tonstituted the town 
of Seiff^ Whit cired we? Had we not the running stream 
with which to lefresh ourselve — the turf anl the shade to 
minister to our tomfort ? Mohammed acctrdingly had to 
summon us repeatedly and pcrtray n not Tery pleasing 
coitrs the langers and suffering awaiting ui in case we did 
not reai,h (ur halting place before dark before he could 
uibpire ni with uffiuent conragc to move from this cool 
retreat an I agam en<-ounter the lays of a still powerful sun. 
Damascub was anw but seven hours off and three of these 
we accomj lished tl at evening In doing so we passed the 
extreme limit of the leseit entenng now on a region which, 
without any essential modiflcatioa of its chiraeter, extends 
beyond Aleppo The country sometunes flat and then again 
diversihed, is always and everywhere of a lesolate aridity, 
except in the vicmitv of vilhf,ei which built not far from 
the water couises seem to be buried in fields and foliage. 
Nowhere is Tegetation moie luxurious than m the limited 
spaces that encircle feji an -ullages , but a hundred yards 
awav from them -ml natuie seems as if she were utterly 
paralyzed The plain wl ich lies to the south of Damascus is 
of consider'il le breadth ^nd so uniform that the eye 
emliraces it m pne view, and to the European eye it affords 
a striking spectacle. The two extremes of aridity and feiv 
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tilitj, of frightful barrenness and the most luxuriant vegeta- 
tion, are combined together side by side, one succeeding to 
and alternating with the other in sudden transition, and yet 
without losing any absolutely distinctive characteristic. 
Numerous villages situated on the banks of its winding river, 
or on the irrigating canals that fertilize the fields, are strewn 
over the plain, some of them several leagues apart, the 
interval between them being as brown, dry and lifeless as 
the deserts of Arabia Petrea, whilst the surface around them 
reminds one of Milton's description of the teiTestrial Paradise. 
You ai-e aware, too, that it is on this plain of Damascus (at 
least it is supposed so), that the grand human drama opens, 
it being the spot to which God, it is stated, assigned our first 
parents. Toward the east you perceive a sheet of calm, 
clear water, which several travellers have mentioned as an 
effect of the deceptive mirage. It would be extraordinary 
were such a phenomenon visible to all eyes alike on the same 
spot, but it is nothing of the kind. The pretended mirage 
is an artificial lake, in which the streams that water the 
plain and fertilize it, commingle themselves. This lake has 
no outlet ; it is of the same class as the Dead Sea and 
several other petty interior basms in this climate, where the 
sun's rays have sufficient power to develop and at the same 
time absorb enormous quantities of vapor. 

"We halted for the night at the first village we encountered 
It might be taken for a castle, surrounded as it was by a 
high wall, and so high that it was impossible to sec anything 
inside of it. The river bathed the foot of the wall, and oppo- 
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Bite to it a Email island appeared, so covered with trees that 
one could scarcely force a passage between tte trunks and 
their interlaced branchea. It waa upon an esplanade between 
the yillage and the rirer that we pitched our camp, and pre- 
pared to rest ourselves. The tranquillity of night was, how- 
ever, suddenly interrapted by the report of a gun, followed 
by a general tumult, the whole camp being instantaneously 
alarmed by it. Everybody rushed out of the tents to 
ascertain the cause of this disturbance. The governor of 
Karnatrncke and his suite were encamped for the night at 
one of the villages a short distance from ours, and some of his 
soldiers, and perhaps the governor himself, on seeing oar 
excellent horses, entertained covetous desires which could 
not be curbed, and had accordingly formed a project for get- 
ting possession of them. Concealed in the neighborhood, they 
waited for the time to approach when, all of us wrapped in 
sleep, they m^ht glide into our camp and take them without 
disturbing us. Happily, the kavas who had accompanied us 
from Cffisarea, and who, in his quality as Turk, distrusted all 
Arabs alike, either public functionaries, regular soldiers, or 
brigands, placed himself in front of the horses and the bag- 
gie, and fell asleep with one eye open. He detected the 
approach of the two robbers and fired a pistol, which awoke 
Mohammed and his men, and everybody besides. " Who 
goes there ?" cried Mohammed ; " Arabs," replied one of the 
robbers. " In that case," replied Mohammed, " clear out, or 
I'll fire." "No, no I" cried both the Arabs in the same 
breath ; " we are friendly Arabs — we belong to the gover 
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nor's escort." Ttiia declaration suspended hostilities. These 
two honest soldiers accounted for their nocturnal visit as well 
as they could, assigning, as the motive for it, a desire to 
assure themselves that everything was quiet and safe about 
our camp. The kavas shook his head, while our Arabs 
seemed to regard the explanation as satisfactory. The rob- 
bers returned to their comrades, and we to the beds from 
which we had heeii so brusquely aroused. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

DAMASCUS AND ITS ENVIRONS OKIE NT A I. HOUSES DANCING 

Four hours' march, the following day, brought us to the 
gates of Damascus. Before passing my judgment on the 
towns of Asia, I waited to see the celebrated Cham of which 
the orientals are so proud, even preferring it to Constantino- 
ple. I had not reached the extremity of the great street 
which terminates &t the Jerusalem gate, before I was satisfied 
that I could not have been too precipitate, and that naught 
was gamed by waiting. There was nothing differing in the 
slightest degree from what had so often offended the eje in 
other Asiatic towns and villages ; there were houses con- 
structed of irregularly hewn stones, and plastered togethpr 
with hardened mnd, windows without sashes or glass, half- 
crumbling piles of wall, doors of crazy, iU-jointed boai-ds, 
shops, or rather wooden stalls, without fittings or security of 
any kind, and a pavement which seemed to be composed of 
all tlie stones of varioua sizes and shapes that chance 
and time together have accumulalcd ip this comer of the 
universe — such did the beautiful Cham, this wonderful city, 
at first appear to me. A house in the Christian quarter, at 
the opposite end of the city, had been previouslj engaged 
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for us. We reached it in tlie midst of a verita1)le cluirkari, 
a linbbub composed of tlie langlitei and hoolinga of loclffi of 
cliildrcE Ijeliind ns, and tlie futions barking of dogi, wliose 
territory we were now invading. In every oriental city, 
where the dogs belong to nobody, and live consequently on 
the thoroTtghfares, they divide the different quarters of the 
city among themselves, and savagely defend them ahke 
against their own species and the intrusions of humanity. 
It rarely happens that one of these animals strays beyond the 
limits assigned to him ; when this does occur, the imprudent 
adventurer is immediately assailed by the legitimate occu- 
pants of the quarter mvadcd ; he never defends himself, for 
he is aware of his error, and courage grows out of an oppo- 
site aentmient. Hundreds of savage dogs arc thus encoun- 
tered in the street., all uglier than the ugliest of European 
dogs, pursuing their unfortunate fellows, smirling, barking, 
uud bitmg at them in such a way as to impire a yearning for 
deafness m the most patient of hearts. Scarcely has the 
fugitive set foot on his own territory, when he stops and im- 
mediately turns and faces his mnltitndiuoua enemy. It is 
for them to tremble now, for they have passed beyond the con- 
toes of their jurisdiction •, the assailed becomes the assailant, 
uid the pursucre the pursued— who are sometimes eha«!d by 
only one enemy, but by one who, m the full possession of his 
rights, is always invincible. These animals show « great 
aversion to Europeans and to the European costume ; I 
doubt it the wild beasts of the desert, or of any menagerie, 
could raise a more horrible concert than that with which the 
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savage dogs that eneiimber the streets greet a caravan of 
Franks on its arrival in an Asiatic town. 

To a traveller arriving from the desert during one of 
these Syrian summers, and who, pursued by this canine cla- 
mor, sees an open door, an empty house, a roof, some shade, 
and fresh water, all these naturally appear to him to be so 
many signs of paradise. I was just from the desert, I was 
borne down with heat and fatigue, my ears sung and seemed 
ready to collapse ; I entered a house which for the moment 
belonged to mc, and which consisted of several small buildings 
put up around a marble-paved court, in the midst of which a 
jet of pare, cool water arose, falling into an ample marble reser- 
voir. And yet an hour had not elapsed when I was ready to 
remount my horse again to expose myself to the sun's rays, 
and to attacks from Arabs and dogs, to hunger and to thirst, 
anything rather than continue a half-hour longer in that edi- 
fice. I had taken possession of what appeared to me to he 
the cleanest room, had spread, my mattress on the floor in 
the very centre of the apartment, and went to rest ; but 
sleep scarcely began to creep over me, when I fouud myself 
assailed by battalions of vermin. Note this, that it was in 
the middle of the day ;— the very thought of a night in such 
company made me wild. The dragoman of the Sardinian 
consul drew me out of my despair by offering me his own 
house at an exorbitant price, to which, considering the 
ni^ncy of the case and my proposed short stay in Damascus, 
I qaietly resigned myself. The dislodgement unmediately took 
place, and I was quite satisfied with the exchange; for the 
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dragoman's dwelling was a very handsome one. A large 
court, paved with marble of various colors, forming a species 
of mosaic, was, according to cnstom, refreshed by a lively 
fountain in the centre, and shaded by viai-i and a bean- 
tifol palm tree. Now that I have entered upon the subject 
of the houses of Damascus, I shall not leave it until I give a 
description of these truly fairj-Iike habitations. I remarked 
just now to what extent the aspect of the streets and dwell- 
ings of the city excited contempt ; if ever interiors falsified 
outade appearances, it is m Damascus. 

In the first place, it mnst not be forgotten that every 
house in Damascus, as seen from the street, resembles a ruin, 
deserted by human beings, and occupied solely by rats, 
spiders, and something worse than either. The first step 
within does not remove this impression ; a low and nar- 
row door opens into a dark passage, whose flooring is the 
hard-packed ground, its walls being plastered with mud ; this 
passage leads generally into a Uttle blind court, sharing a 
doll and feeble light with what they call a salemlik, or com- 
pliment room, in other words, a reception-room, which is an 
apartment where the master ot the house receives visits, 
while his male domestics await his oidi rs in the little court, 
or in an ante-chamber eontiguons to it A second door, as 
low and as narrow as the first, affords access, finally, to the 
house properly so called. The vast court paved in marble, 
the miirmuring fountain, whose waters fall into a basin 
likewise of marble, orange trees, pomegranates, palms, vines, 
oleanders, and a hundred other shrubs and trees, bearing 
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fragrant flowirs and deliuious fraits, are eneounterrd oe all 
sides. The ajjartments on the ground floor open into this 
court. There are magnificent saloons, of which &ome are at 
night converted into sleeping-rooms, the principal opart 
raent, however, being wholly devoted to receptions. This is a 
grand saloon, from sixty to eighty feet long ; directly in front 
of the entrance door, within this saloon, stands a fountain, 
smaller than that m the coart, and Uke it pouring its waters 
into a marble basin, ornamented with carvings and incrnsta- 
tions ; to the right and to the left, and often facing the 
entrance, a few steps lead to two or three platforms, which 
constitute the inhabited portion of the saloon, its fountain 
and the space around it composing the vestibule. Every- 
thing which oriental luxury possesses in the way of furniture 
and decoration, is displayed on these platforms. The pave- 
ment consists of precions mosaic, and the walls are decked 
with marble, painting and gilding, besides innumerahle small 
mirrors, so framed in gilded open-work, and curiously grouped 
in peculiar arabesques, as to reflect, multiply, and combine 
objects in hundreds of divei'se shapes. The ceiling, lower 
thah the dome of the vestibule, although still very high, is 
painted, carved, and gilded with most wonderfn! skill and 
taste. Divans, covered with silks woven in silver and gold, 
and trimmed with deep variegated fringes, are arranged along 
the walls ; while piles of cnshions, equally rich, are neg- 
ligently scattered about, a few tables of lacquered wood, set 
with ivory, alone recalling Europe and its ideas of the com- 
fortable. Light stands, placed against the walls, tremble 
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with the weight of China and Japan vases, and other objects 
of art, obtained from India and the extreme Orient. In one 
word, the descriptions familiar to us in the Arabian tales 
that have charmed oar infancy, and which we readily accept 
88 standards of elegance and richness, pale before this 
magnificent reality. On one of the sides of the court, an 
immense secluded niche, furnished and decorated lite the 
saloon, serves as a summer retreat, and here, dunng the 
warmest months, the master and mistress of the honse, gene- 
rally when night comes, transport their mattresses and pil- 
lows, in order to enjoy the fresh air, and also — for everything 
must be stated— to escape the detestable fleas that nestle 
in the gilded sculptures, as weli as in the joint.*! of the wood- 
work. Staircases festooned with climbing vines conduct to 
the npper rooms, which are generally sleeping apartments, or 
chambers appropriated to guests of the harem. This display 
of magnifioenee is not the exclusive privilege of Mussulmans ; 
Christians, and even Jews, rival their masters in the elegance 
of their habitations. There are doubtless some houses more 
sumptuous than others, but aJl are constructed on the same 
plan, and those which merit special attention are far the 
most numerous. Kowhere have I seen man's dwelling- 
place BO luxuriovisly and so tastefully ornamented. It might 
be said, that once permanently established in these splendid 
retreats, he was assured of never being compelled to leave 
them, or how otherwise expend so much wealth, and time 
and thought on the shelter of a day, on the wayside inn 
inherited yesterday and to-morrow to be ceded to younger 
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occupant^ ? And yet at Dama'-cus -la m every Mitsulraan 
city there are extensiYe bnnal spots situated in the most 
frequented pmts of the city to which Muesulmins alwayi 
direct their steps as to their favor te promenade How 
reconcile the almuRt constant thought of death with this 
exccisive concern for the ha!) tahoni, of the living t We m 
Emope al o posses'; splendid j-alaces — and it has never oc 
eurred to me to ask if those who inhabit them are mindful of 
the narrow cell into which they must soon descend — but our 
most snmptuous palaces are as far removed from the habita-' 
tiona of the Orient as any mortal handiwork is from the ima- 
ginatiye creations of our dreams. Perhaps I may be wrong, 
but those who have constructed sach dwellings, do they be- 
lieve themselves to be immortal f This thought came into 
my mind repeatedly on wandering through these courts, these 
saioons, and these gardens— I do not pretend to justify its 
pertinence. 

I have not bid adieu to the celebrated Mohammed Zaf- 
fedy. Forgetting our differences, and every cause of my dis- 
content with him, he prepared himself to receive an exorbi- 
tant pour-boire. For my own part, I had resolved not to 
treat him as if he had completely satisfied me, but in con- 
sideration of the major part of the escort, who had faithfully 
followed his directions, I paid him double the sum promised, 
and my good friend the greyhound robber, I paid him sepa- 
rately. Such, however is Arab avidity, that no man of 
that race is ever contented with what is offered sponta- 
neoudy, persnaded as he is that he can obtain more by 



i.y Google 



importunity, and, if necessary, throi^h insolence. Moham- 
med Zaffedy made as much of a dktnrbance on receiving 
double tlie pay agreed upon as if I had refased Mm his just 
due. He vociferated, threatened, entreated, and asanmed 
every tone of voice and every form of expression, but in 
vain ; I remained firm, and we parted, not on the most 
friendly terms. 

The advanced state of pregnancy of one of my Arabian 
mares threatening to prolong my sojourn at Damascus several 
weeks, the rent of the Sardinian dragoman's house became 
somewhat uksome to me ; I accoriSngly determined on 
huing a cheaper and less gilded domicile. I soon found 
what I wanted, iu a house somewhat tarnished and falling 
to ruin, but preserving in all its integrity its national 
or rather local characteristics. The salemlik or outside 
department I left in as dilapidated a state as I found it, 
concerning myself only about rearranging the harem, which 
now for the first time, perhaps, opened its doors to both 
sexes. Besides the grand niche or divan, two painted trel- 
liscd kiosks opened on one side into the court, and on the 
other, into a large garden which was specially set apart for 
my horses. Notwithstanding the beauty of the trees, and 
an abundance of fruit and of water, the Damascus gardens, 
which usually consist of an inclosed space on which gigantic 
fruit trees grow according to tbeir own fancy, are much 
neglected. Mine was shaded by apricot trees as large as 
oaks, the fruit from which covered the ground. This habi- 
tation had for me the advantage of being near the hotel of 
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Kourchid-Pasha (Genera! Guyon), established at Damascus 
with Lis family, and with whom I formed a friendship that 
will last, I hope, with life. In spite of his Turkish name and 
title. General Gujon has not abjured the faith of his ances- 
tors ; he serves the Ottoman empire, but he does not serve 
Mahomet. His wife and children, howcTer, are restricted to 
the life of the harem ; but this life, thanks to the general's 
sincere and tender attachment for the companion who has 
shared his dangers and misfortunes, has none of the incon- 
veniences it might possess without that. The interior aspect 
of this novel harem differs in no respect from that of a good 
Christian honschold, to the great scandal of its Abyssinian 
servants, who see themselves doomed to forego the title of a 
mistress, to which they all aspire. But once over the thres- 
hold of the domestic circle, oriental customs reassert their 
empire ; when the Countess Guyon goes out she is carefully 
veiled, or in better terms, rigorously enveloped in a shroud, 
and followed by white and black slaves, who, as I shall relate 
hereafter, do not constitute an escort purely for parade. 

This singular position, this amphibious existence, was not 
conceded to General Guyon only at the reiterated applica- 
tions of the Queen of England, whose subject he is. The 
same protection conld Eot reach other refugees, uniiappy vic- 
tims of the late war in Hungary, so as to spare them the 
painful alternative of renouncing either their faith or the ad- 
vantages of serving in the Mussulman army ; several among 
them have made an unfortunate choice. The Italian refugees 
who have abjured the Christian faith are much less numerous. 
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and I confess that my heart rejoiced at it. Let Mussulmana 
pardon my frankness, but in this enhghtened age a Christian 
cannot seriously abjure his faith for theirs. He may make 
but ht^tle account of either, which is unfortunate for him, but 
to prefer the Koran to the Testament ia to make a sacrifice 
of reason to interest. It is to be regretted that the enlight- 
ened meu who are at the head of affairs in the Orient have 
not enjoyed sufficient influence over others to induce them to 
accept the ouconditionai offers of service of political refugees. 
I am acquainted with several of these on whom it is repug- 
nant to me to bestow the title of apostate ; I esteem them 
and honor them for their character and abilities ; but the 
act by which they renounced their title of Chri^tmn weighs 
on my heart, and I cannot hut feel persuaded that it like- 
wise weighs on theirs. There are some who have taken 
Mussuhnan wives according to the Mussulman law ; but 
there are also some who have daughters bom and baptized 
in Europe, and who have partaken of the Christian com- 
munion—would their fathers deliver these up to a Mussul- 
man husband ? 

After so long a separation from European society, Damas- 
cus seemed to me almost like a city of the West. Besides 
General Giiyon and his family, and those among his com- 
patriots, whose name is now followed by agha or effendi, I 
became acquainted with Mr. Wood and his wife, i 
and pretty Irish lady, who not only p 
her native land, but also the substantial qualities which 
belong to the Englisli character. By his skill and firmness 
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Mr. Wood has acquired an immense influence over the 
Arabs ; and throagh the protection awarded by Great 
Britain to the Hebrews in Syria, he enjoys a certain degree 
of power also over the men of that race, who are the 
wealthiest in the coantry. Mr, Wood has filled this situation 
for about twelve years, during which period the French con- 
sul has changed hands ten times ; the result of this ,is that 
the French influence, or tliat at least of its representative, is 
reduced to a nullity. Several, American families, animated 
by the spirit of proselytism common to Protestant nations, 
are grouped together beneath the folds of the British stand- 
ard, forming a society around the consul as select as it is 
agreeable. A skillful Italian physician and a few refugees 
from the southern portion of Italy completed this choice 
little circle, which was to my thirsty soul like coming upon 
a spring of fresh water in the depths of the desert, I at 
first regretted that I had so little time to give to it, but 
later it was my prolonged stay that I had to regret, or at 
least the accident which was the cause of it. 

Pate seemed to sport with my departure. One after 
another my mares gave birth to colts until the beginning of 
the festival of Ramazan, This Mussulman Lent is much 
more rigorous than our own, as, while it lasts, it condemns 
the true believer to a state of listless inactivity. From, the 
break of day until sunset, for one whole month, and that in 
these days a summer month, neither food, beverage nor pipe 
may touch the lips of the faithful Mussulman. It is true 
that when the sun is once down there is some compensation 
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for the day's piiyations in excesses of the pipe and the table ; 
but these excesses never reestablish the forces exhausted by 
abstinence ; the system of compensation which obtains in 
the Orient consists of employing the nights in such a way as 
to be insensible of any requirement during the day but one 
of repose. It is with difficulty that one can find muleteers 
who will consent to travel during this season, and even if 
they could be found, I doubt ranch if they would fulfill their 
engagements to. the end, without this corollary that wherever 
the traveller might go, he would be certain to find nothing 
but sieepers during the day and at night revellei-s absorbed 
with feasting. 

Time glided a« y it 1 ttle o t to me n th s 1 eaufful 
region, surrounded as I w s w tl f ends ind cur ous and 
interesting objects Tl e conver^at on o e day tur el on a 
celebrated Arab dansfitse (A -men n 1 j b rtl ) wl ose cha ms 
and talents approacl e 1 tl e marv 11 us I w i r ot a very 
ardent admirer ot tl e or ental lane 1 ut my f e 1 u s slu „ 
,0 confidently I could n t really iprecate these lances 
unlesb I saw the Uu tr on Khaloun I lUo ed my If 
to be begnUed mto add e =; ng her an mv tit on iv-ith h ch 
I charged one of my nd genoas ti en Is He name 1 the nm 
for which I was to obta n tl is supi erne del ght ind I a eer 
fully consented to the J irgam I confes'^ i otw th tindiug 
the prejudices still 1 ngermg m mj m nd to hive f It some 
curiosity to see th e I eauty who hid turned mure head 

than the unmortal > non Theresas evdentlj someth ng 
of a magical influence m the atmosphere th;it surronnded this 
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odalisque since one of her sisters althongh I lind in one ejc 
had some years ago effected the conquest of a noble Eagl sh 
colonel (whose name I suppre s althougli well knjwa to all 
who have visited Syria) and hi d pushed her succe e fai 
enough to have become mihdy — m spite of tie vigorous 
opposition of the gentlpmans family The happy couple 
e ttbhshed themselves i the Lebanon on an estate they 
bought and there undei the name ind costume of Ar*b 
the ex-coloi el of Her Britaanc Majesty s service lives tie 
life of a wealthy era r not having yet ohservLd that hia 
adored sfiuse regards h m with only one eye or without 
having j oudere i vci the op) i sbr um n I ich usually attiches 
to tl IS order of charms 

Rumors of my soiree s on sj lead thi ugl out th h qnarter 
and even bejond it Several Arab families contrived to 
infoira me of their d bire to be present and accoidingly 
received an invitition while other without awaitmf, permis- 
sion took advantat,e of mntual fiiends and on the evening 
appomted accomp-in cd them ^o my home the i oofs finally 
of the neighboring h uses as if so manj gallenei were 
filled with veilel and shr'>udel women lookiig hkc so many 
phantoms sus[ ended in the du ky atmo'f here A numcious 
company occupied the court the garden and the kiosks of 
my dweilmg long before the danseuse made her appeaiance 
Some lamp 1 ui g d.mid the brioches ot the tree illuminated 
thi ul bc n in wh ch eveij nation ot the Oiient had 

ep ntat and yet n th ut any of them amal^imating 
Mu Ima w m n possessed themselves of the kiosks, before 
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«kioh their bl.ck slave, moulted gu«d ; Chri.tto Arab 
tollies grcped themsete, .ronnd the totata on c.rpete 
spread upon the m.rble p.v.m.nt ; the Mussulmans smoked, 
drank cole, and brand, by turn., while I, t.kl»6 relnge 
Mnong my European friends, contemplated this strange sight, 
mhing, from the bottom of my heart, soon to see the end 
of it At length three enormous shadowy masses, followed 
by a eonsiderable number of smaller ones, p.s«id rapidly 
Ihrongh the crowd, and disappeared m the inner apartments i 
at the same moment I pereelTed my Arab friend, who had 
undertaken to procure the d.nseuse, and I accordingly knew 
she M come. I foUowrf her Into my chamber, which I 
found filled with the women belonging to Khadomi, and 
Kh«lonn herself with her associate. Seated on my bed, 
covered with their veds and wrapper., were these two 
famon. homis, etch weighing at least one hundred and 
twenty ponnd-, then: fiesh, nntighten.d either by corsets or 
whalebone ,elnplnou_ly swelling their light and ample dr.. 
pcry dmmond. hung down over their cheeks and even over 
then- eyes while then skmwa. .o bedecked with variegated 
tint., that It wa. impossible to detent it. natural color ; Ih. 
globe of the eyeball only wa. such a. nature made it ; this did 
not make me regret the di.appe«-anee of the rest, for it wa. 
m eye such a. Homer would have compared to that of an os, 
a reddish black disk, swimmmg in an ocean of yellow white, 
overcast with a network of veins. An old, decrepit, ragged 
woman (whom I learned was the mother of m, Terpsichores) 
sat in front of them, talking with great vivacity, and scrv.nte 
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bearing cymbals, tambourmes, castanets, and numlierles^ 
boxes, floated about the apartment. I saw at a glani:e that 
something was wrong with these nymphs, that there was 
some cuncealed cause of agitation, and making myself known 
as the miatreas of the liouse, I abked them if anything had 
occurred to displease them, and if they deemed it the proper 
time to begin the entertainment. Zobcide, the companion 
of Khadonn, acted as spokesman ; she declared that the 
presence of such a great assembly intimidated them, and they 
did not feel able to take a single step, until they were 
satisfied how mnch I intended to pay them. 1 tnrncd around 
in order to appeal to my fnend the Arab, who had con- 
ducted negotiations with these ladies, when I was suddenly 
arrested by somebody gliding behind me and whispering in 
my car, " G-i¥e them some brandy — thoy wnn't dance unless 
they're drank I" Being, fortunately, well provided for the 
soiree, I hastened to attend to the advice, and put into the 
hands of each danseuse, a well lilled bottle, wliich they 
immediately raised to their lips, making constant use of it 
while the discussion lasted. The brandy, however, did not 
take immediate effect, and my odalisques preserved enough 
of their sangfroid to make them act like genuine scoun- 
drels. They declared they would not raise a foot short of a 
guinea per head for every spectator — a declaration which 
you may well imagine exasperated me highly. Prom the 
very beginning of the debate, I had made laudable efforts to 
restrain the disgust with which these women inspired me, but 
itt this impudent demonstration, I could refrain no longer 
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'■ The door is open," I &aid, "and you will oblige mp greatly 
by taking advantage of it. As to the people assembled, I 
will send for a polichinello and sorae dancers from a neigh- 
boring cafe, who wiU give them as much satisfaction as your 
contortions." The mdignant ladies arose and donned their 
wrappers, and departed with their suite ; bnt whether the 
kmdly stuaulus began now to operate, or whether they did 
not care to renounce the salary they had had a glimpse of, 
they went no further than my ealemlik, from which they 
deputed one of then- admirers on a mission of peace, stipu- 
lating that I should pay them double the sum agreed upon, 
and grant them permission to make the tour of the company 
with a pewter dish. I gave my consent, when the ladies 
returned more graoions and a Utile more animated than I 
could have desired. A carpet was spread on the pavement, 
and around it some candles were placed, and then the 
spectacle began. The two heroines and their attendants 
now seated themselves m a circle, and commenced playmg on 
various instruments and singing songs, the sense of which I 
was very glad not to be able to comprehend. The miisic 
was Arabic, which to my ear is the same thing as Turkish 
mnsic, neither of them possessing either melody or rhythm ; 
and yet there is a certain way of striking the tambourine or 
cymbals, gradually accelerating the blows, wMch never fails 
to excite a kind of nervous sensation, visible in a certain 
impatient desire to reach the chmax of it, the whole 
audience participating in this nervousness and impatience, 
and betraymg the effect of the music by a general restless- 
X4* 
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ness, which pleases the performera exceedingly, it being 
regarded by tliem as an homage to their talents. 

It was it the instant when this impression began to bo 
iintitmg that one ot the danceia, qnittmg her cushion, 
sprane; up to her full height, and, adjusting the folds of her 
garments by a movement ad hoc and bestowing a smile of 
intelligence on the audience, as if to say, " You know what 
la coming, but yoa will find your expectatinns more than 
realized," opened the dance She held castanets in her 
hand, the clatter of which she produced very adroitly ; but 
the sound coinuded so perfectlj with the tension and twisting 
of her hands and arms, that I could not easily satisfy myself 
that the dancer's bones and muscles did not clatter too. Aa 
to the dance itself, it resembled closely what I had seen in 
Asia Minor. The danseuse places herself on the centre of 
the carpet, erect and motionless, and then, in proportion as 
the music prompts her, she extends her arms, agitates her 
feet, and gives a quivering movement of the thighs, which 
coutinues uninterruptedly, whilst without any other motion 
she apparently glides along from one extremity of the car- 
pet to the other, and again returns in the same manner, 
I do not constitute myself a judge of the grace inherent in 
such movements, nor of the effect which they are apt to pro- 
duce on spectators of the opposite sex. Certda it is, the 
effect is violent and almost universal. All the men, save a 
few rare exceptions, seem to be ecstatic, and such an all- 
pervading effect must proceed from an adequate cause. I 
could still bring myself to comprehend how a young and 
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beautiful woman, with pliant, graceful and symmetrical forms, 
could by such attitudes awaken sensations necessarily foreign 
to myself, but how a sliapeless mass of trembling flesh can 
excite such transports I must confess astonishes me. The 
other danseuse followed the first one, and displayed the same 
sort of stuff with the same effrontery, after which both per- 
formers executed a dance differing bat little from the first 
one, escept that the signs and invitations which were at first 
addressed sometimes to the spectators and sometimes to an 
imaginary being, were now exchanged between the dancers, 
thereby beooming much more clear and intelligible. This 
last dance executed, the odaUsqnes allowed themselves to fall 
npon the carpet, apparently in a state of exhaustion which, 
to my eyes, was not the least repulsive part of the perform.- 
anoe. This passage, however, was not prolonged beyond a 
few moments, for the pewter dish bad not yet circulated, and 
it was important to profit by the spectators' enthusiasm. 
After this operation the troupe withdrew into a room, where 
they drank as much coffee and brandy as I could furnish, 
and then wrapping themselves np in their veils, they retired, 
stepping along as steadily as possible considering the way in 
which they had passed the half-hour preceding their departs 
'nre. 

The roofs aronud were deserted, the lights were extiii- 
gnished, and that serene repose which belongs to a lovely 
Syrian night again resumed its sway over the spot but lately 
invaded by folly and something eren worse. It was with 
pleasure, but mingled with some disquietude, that I found 
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myself alone again amid these walla. Since the lieat had 
reached its climax, I had, in spite of contrary recommenda- 
tions, advice and prognostications, adopted a manner of living 
which I found very agreeable. I had transformed one of the 
kiosks into a sleeping-chamber — that is to say, I furnished it 
with some mattresses and cushions, and there, when the boar 
came for repose, enveloped in a large white cloak, I would 
he down on these mattresses and pass the night smoking the 
narghtle reading oi writing and sometimes sleeping. When 
day approached and the an became too cold I would return 
to my apartment and for three or fom hours enjoy undis- 
tmbed repose iftci this I iro^e and again retired in the 
-iftemoon during the most oppressne hoars of the day. 
Thanks to thib arrangement which eveiybody pronounced 
of fital effect upan mj health I was scarcely ever conscious 
of the tiuly stiflmg heat which preyiils m Sjria the greater 
pait of the dav and I had besides the benefit of the cool 
night itmosphere which often biemed to me to be even too 
penetrating The fever which was to supervene on my sys- 
tem did not ippear and after all if it had come, I would 
have patiently endured it without abjuring this ma^im : 
never t) subject oneself to positive suffumg to-day, in order 
to avoid sufferings to-morrow, which perhaps may not he 
prevented, and of the nature of which yon are still in 
ignorance. 

But that evening, although the night was so serene and 
the air so pure, although the trees waved their branches so 
gracefully, and the fountain still made its gentle murmurings 
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heard, I did not experience that traaquilUty which steals over 
ns when the hour for repose approaches ; the pulsation ia the 
veins d d not t,Ta lnally suht. di> noi the placid thoughts of 
the evemig lose themselves m the smiling creations of de- 
1 ghtful dieams it -seemed to me as if a troop of Bacchantes 
had snmmoned to my mnocent d«ellhig a throng of turbu- 
lent restless phantoms m order to pollute the pure atmos- 
phere wh Lh mfaney I ves to move in. I aslied myself why, 
in a m mcut of foigctf nlneai I hid opened my sanctuary to 
a spirit against wliich I had thus far guarded it. I asked 
myself if I did not deserve to he punished for it. Alas 1 if 
the anxiety to which I was subjected a few days after this 
soiree, and duriag many long weeks, was indeed my punkh- 
ment, it was assuredly most severe. 
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TRAVELS 

Some among my ftieads m Damascus, who it mty be faid 
knew every honie there, even the mo't mconadeiable tene- 
ment, undertook to show me tho^e that deserve the travel- 
ler's attention either on account of the grandeni of their 
proportions the iichness of then fiiiniture m the elegance of 
their decoration The met spltndid of thtso are situated 
in the Jews' qaartei, and belong to familie'. of that nation 
One dav, after a iisit to one of these enehintiUjj residences, 
I was a&ked if I kne« what had occurred in it several years 
before I was then ignorant of the circumstance referred 
to, but when I learned it, this house appeared to me as the 
bloody den of ferocious monsters Whit I le'irncd on this 
occasion contrasted so Rtrongly with what 1 had thus far 
regarded as the truth, and conhrmed so absolutely what I 
had previously looked upon as odious absuidity, tint, even 
now, I feci some embairassment m narnting it And yet 
the accusation, snpported by documentary pioof and by 
testimouy, atill heavUy weighs ag^mst the Jews of Damis- 
cus, and agamst all those ?vho, like them belong to the 



i.y Google 



SOCIAL CONTRASTS. oVCi 

Beet of tho TalmiidiBts. I Tisited the house in which Father 
Thomas and his servant were assassinated, and the assassms 
themselves did me tho honors of it, 

Alas, the contrasts of thia country t Just aa its nature 
often presents side hj side the most repulsive and the loveliesi 
landscape, so does its iU-based society couple Tiolent passions 
and their dire results with phases of gentleness and simplicity. 
Never trust to apptaranrea here, nor to the evidence of yoar 
senses I Ton are surrounded by a desert waste, you caa 
find no atieam nor Oiade on either side and, when you 
begin to despair of jom life, the ground 'raddenly opens 
before you and gives yon a gushing fountain and luxuriant 
thickets. You move amid young wives and innocent child- 
ren ; a vendible old man with benevolent a<;pect smiles at 
their prattle and seems to guard them with the shield of his 
wisdom and virtue. Be wary ! S'either the feebleness of 
age nor that of sex, neither smiles nor prattle, nor the calm 
thoughts which appertain to and sanctify old age, afford a 
safe retreat from the tempests of passion or the terrors of 
crime. Be wary 1 Are you aware of the fate of that 
yonr.g wife's rival ? Can you tell what the child now play- 
ing with his sister a meatating ? Do you know what sen- 
timent rules the heart of him who is now fondling his daugh- 
ter on Ms kne^ ? Be wary I Be wary ! To imagine only 
the reptiles that crawl beneath the daisies of the field 
and conceal thcniselTes under the roses of the garden, is 
enough to craze the bram. It is essential not merely to 
have passed through the ante-chamber common to hell and 
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to paradise, but to have lived in it in order to comprehend 
to what extent good and ctiI commingle, liow the esterual 
appearances of both deeeivD you. !No Enropeaa mmd or 
Christian spirit could be reconciled to it. 

I was one day walking with the Countess Gujon and our 
children in one of the streets of DamaBcus ; the twu little 
girls were ahead of us, arm in arm, qaietly talking, and with 
that trne childlike perception which is common to their 
years, were imitating the manners of those who were follow- 
ing them. All at once they stopped, and runmng back uito 
our anns, concealed their faces and pointed with their fingers 
to some object that had suddenly terrified them. On the 
opposite side of the street, a few paces before us, there 
stood against a wall a yellow, haggard-looking man com- 
pletely naked, his head shaved and with a keen, fiery gaze 
fixed upon our group of unveOed women (the countess alone 
wearing the Arab veil and costume), and, judging hy his 
steady look, they were to Mm hy no means a repulsive image 
of sin. We soothed the children to the best of our ability, 
and made all haste to get away from him, for it behooved 
ns to withdraw from those sombre glances without delay. 
I subsequently obtained some information concerning this 
man, and found that he was a saint or santon, of which 
Damascus possesses three or four. These men, in this gnise, 
enter, without announcement, the richest houses, the resi- 
dences of the most conspicuous men, and seat themselves m 
the best place'^, and are welcomed by the masters in the 
most respectful manner. In the same way they enter the 
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open shops and take possession of whatever they find 
that suits them. And still more— I scarcely know how 
to express it to you— they do not confine theu eovetousneas 
to inanimate objects. Why should they abstain from aiiy- 
thii^ that pleases them ? Are not all natural propensities 
legitimate, and snch great saints, need they entertain fears 
of wroBg-doing ? The opinion of the multitude is in thek 
favor ; the crowd encourage these strange demoLstrations of 
sanctity by expressions of joy and edification ; and if it be 
on a Christian woman that grace descends (as happened 
some months previous to my visit to Damascus), so much 
the better for her, who assuredly is not deserving of so great 
an honor. This is no exaggeration ; on the contrary, I 
withhold a great deal, for that which is true and impro- 
bable, becomes only the more repulsive when the truth is 
made manifest. 

If I were not destined to see the best aspects of human 
nature at Damascus, I was destined to see many of its 
strangest aspects. I had often heard accounts of hasheesh 
and its consumers ; I had even tried the drug myself, but 
expcrienoed only intolerable physical distress, unaccompanied 
with those wonderful visions or ecstasies, and other symp- 
toms which opium produces, and which it is said hasheesh 
produces in a hundredfold greater degree. I became 
aequajnted at Damascus with several persons (I am sure 
they will pardon my withholding their names) who made 
the consumption of hasheesh theii chief pleasure, and even 
business. Th^ people urged me to jom then- circle, and 
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although the recollection of what I had once saffered was 
by no means encouraging, I, however, made no strong 
resistance, for I was sure of not iDecumujg intoxicated, and it 
seemed childish in me to dread a few mumeats, nervous 
diiscomfort. The day bebg fixed, my initiators as'-embled at 
my house, and the ceremony commenced. I smoked hasheesh, 
I ate it, I drank it, Iiat all in vain ; my brain ( I will not 
say my mind) being exempt from vertigo, I remained almost 
impassible. My eyes grew heavy and my lips dry ; I had 
an impression of doubt, as if I were not perfectly sure of 
being able to say what I desired, a symptom but temporary, 
and which did not manifest itsj>lf externally ; such was the 
neplus ultra, of the effects of hatheesh on myself. But my 
initiators were not so fortnnate. One of them, perceiving the 
danger of too great an expansion of sentiment, prudently 
kept silent, and confined himiself to an inner enjoyment of 
bliss, giving way, now and then, to spells of suppressed laugh- 
ter, and immediately falling bai:k into a state of beatified 
taciturnity. Another seemed more confident. He had been 
repeatedly told that hasheesh rendered him exceedingly elo- 
quent, giving to his thoughts a remarkably sublime tendency; 
these assurances led him to declaim, in an emphatic tone, a 
series of disconnected phrases, which, separately taken, were 
of no nnnsnal significance, and which if any mysterious thread 
of meaning held together, had no place m his mind before. 
The sittmg lasted some time, and finally terminated to the 
great discontent of my initiators, who attributed my insensi- 
bility to numerous causes, all of which might easily be made 
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to disappear. They iD&lea on repeatiog the experiment on 
. larger a>ale, that is to s.j, at another hon.e, and m the 
eompany ot other novices ; among them, one ot mj travelling 
eompanions was proposed and admitted, and I jielded. 

I wa« as hnmovaHe the second time as on the fcst occa- 
sion My companion's experience, howejer, was different. 
After absorbing a conaiderable qmmtit, ot the drag, ho arose 
and made .everal tnms aionnd the room, and then disap- 
peared, making a signal to the operator to follow him. In a 
tew moments, a snocession of howls, similar to those of a 
wild beast, reached the saloon m wMch the rest of the com- 
pany were assembled. We all rushed to the .pot from which 
tie noise proceeded, and never in my life shall I forget the 
spectacle proented to me. The nnfortnnate novice, as pale 
as death, his featnres eiMbiting that /«oii iifp"-"''" 
which the physicians are so familiar with, his clothes in dis- 
order, and hair standing erect, was struggling m the arms of 
two servants, both of whom were striving to force hhn bacli- 
wawl on a sofa, whilst the professor, half-scared and half- 
trinmphant, songht to calm him by annring Mm i» a low voice 
that such sensations were well-known to himself, and that in 
a few moments they wonid be sneceeded by a state of infinite 
bliss. But whatever consolation these assurances were in- 
tended to convey, they had no effect on the sufferer. He 
renewed his frightful cries, and demanding a confeisor, 
without awaiting his commg, tegan to avow the most un- 
heard-of acts, the crisis terminating at length m swoons of an 
alarming character, his pulse becoming slower and slower 
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etery second, aa if tLe eatei of ha Lit h hid iPiUy -.uc 
cnmbed and fallen mto a state of Rjucope 

This state lasted feveral honrs and it na nDt witL ut 
some trouble that I got Dij fneiid the maatei ol the hou c to 
send for a physician for he pretended thit sncli avmptjmi 
were not extiaordinaiy and that every amatem of hasheesh 
had been obliged to cross a 'arnilai Rubicon Aftei this 
declaration I felt fur my onn part but littk disposed to be 
giiteftil for the strenuous efforts he hid made to attaih me 
to his circle , but the happiness he telt liunscU after emerg 
ing fiom his first experience seemed to him su gieat that he 
could not regaid it as too dearly braght Ihe end of the 
matter is this that my companion did not die but lecsvered 
agam in good time— bnt neither he noz myb>elf agiin e'^posed 
ouiselvesi to si eh an idventuie 

The use of this naicotic is general in '^jm If yen en 
counter a min with i dull distracted 1 ok a pale fate, 
and tlm eolorlcss lip-i rc-t assured that you aie gazing on 
an eater or drinter of hashes h If j i u set tn o men face to 
face in a caf& silently projectmg d)uds ot smoLe m each 
other's eye« jou maycomlude that these two men ire in 
dulgmg in a revel of hisheesh The santons I have just 
alluded to arc never ftcc from the intoxicition cau^d by 
hasheesh If sweetmeats or a sherbet be anywhere offered to 
you be an yom guaid lest hasheesh should be mii sled 
with it The orientals boast of not dunking wine and m 
this particular they anogate to themselves great snpenonty 
over Chiistians , it is fortunate mdeed that thi bram-dis- 
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turber ia interdictel t tt t n the i 

with wtick they plu t yk U t toxication which 

their code does aUow tk m n alily magine that if 

wme were added.to ti lis th ) w ull n 1 1 ug preserye the 
portion of good soDB wh h G d ha 1 al given them. 

The time fixed fo my d i m irawing near, -when 

my daughter, Marie b am 11 H m laiy at first took 
the shape of an int nn t irr gula f such as this ch- 

mate frequently pr 1 es but aft wa d ssumed a more 
serious aspect. Th p fa. k llful physician and 

friend was of some n anl y t th d sease increased 

day by day, defying 11 m d alt atra nt fehe thought her- 
self that she was sink g and mdt I faith. Tortured 
by her self-distrust a d 1 y mj fv f a I hesitated a long 
time ; but one day, aft ha ng w 1 1 mu h and prayed much, 
I put aside all me 1 m nt and 1 tt ng my httle sick one 
sleep for several hon nl n n d my If with the means 
Of calming her irr tat d n anl a dngly I adminis- 

tered narcotics in y n 11 1 « d be praised, the 

alarming symptom In "111 appeUte, and curi- 
osity all returned I was n I ng oblged to see her 
stretched for- hours upon he o uch th half-shut eyes, and 
hands crossed upon h b a t nliff t everything pass- 

ing around her, and exp nfe no oth d ire than that of 
quitting Damascus 

When convalescence declared itself, both friends and phy- 
sician urged me to remove her to a Ughter atmosphere, aud 
accordingly I decided on leaving Damascus, and on passing 
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a short time in the Anti-Lebanon, at a village called Bludan ; 
the English eonsnl possessed some property there, and had 
erected a country-hoase, in wliich he and his family, with 
several friends, usaally passed the Hummer. It was necessary 
to find a litter, and to accustom Marie to it. I despaired of 
success. These htters are fashioned like those we see on the 
stage, when there is need of exhibiting the wife of Philip 
Angnatus or an oriental princess, on her travels. This 
Tehicle consists of two shafts of unmeasurable length, on 
which a box is placed, the ends being attached to two mules, 
one before and the other behind, who act as its bearers, and 
which being simply tied on their backs, is ready to slip off at 
every movement. It is the destiny of this long, lumbering 
equipage to pass over roads much narrower than itself, laid 
out in yard-long, zigzag courses. The mules plod along with 
Uie Utter, bobbing up and down alternately, surmounting 
stones, thumping against bushes, and requiring the assistance 
of as many human shoulders as possible to guard against a 
complete oversetting. We were so jostled on our "trial 
trip," and fell so frequently one top of the other, that nothing 
but the ardent desire of my poor child to escape from 
Damascus could have ^ven her courage sufEcient to endure 
a tedious journey in a hamper like this. A bed as soft as I 
could procure was placed in the bottom of the litter, besides 
which I filled it with pillows, and on the appointed day we 
left Damascus — that city in which I had spent so many 
pleasant and so many unhappy hoars, and where I left so 
many cherished friends and so many painful associations. 
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OtieiiMt politeness cousiEts m aecompanjiiig a departing and' 
m ijoBOted guest as tar as possible. Mj inmeroaa Damasem 
Mends put all their friends, a«d tlieit rcktivos too, under 
coatribution, in order to provide me a suite proportioned to 
the compliment thej wlslied to pay me, and so well did they 
sneceed in their objeet, that the head of the c.alcade touched 
the city gates before the rear set itself m motion "« e thus 
reached the summit of the Brat chain of mountain, beg anrng 
in the euTirons of Damascus, and eitendmg on to Mount 
Lebanon. Stopping here, we tmmed our gaze backward, 
and contemplated the beautiful, Insunant plam which the 
people of the Orient declare to haTC been the celestial 
paradise of Eden-that mass of dark-green fobage .tretchmg 
away for leagues m the di.tance, in whose shadjws he the 
gardens of Damascus, and in the midst of which the darimg 
white gleams denote its charmhig residences It ib a citv of 
foBago and ™rdnrc, a city whose streets are bowers and 
whose palaces arc mansions of dcllght-a city the hke of 
which is nowhere else to be seen on the lace of the globe. 
Our friends left us on the frontiers of this enchanting spot. 
We were again to encounter the desert, agam to struggle 
with new tatignes and new perils, and CTcr In the midst of 
strangers. They were to return to their own delightful 
homes they would speak of us to their wives and families, to 
their daughters j they would bestow a few regret, on friends 
that had disappeared forever, and then give themselves up to 
their daily occup.aons and pleasures. Wc were exiles, whde 
they had never left the beautiful country of their bith. 
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The second day after our departure from Damascus, either 
our baggage traia or ourselves again strayed from the riglit 
road, for we went in one direction and they in another, so 
that we found ourselves alone at the place of rendezvous. 
We passed a vorv uccomfortahle night on a plateau on tlie 
top of a h 1! a d nca a villa e the cold n ud wh eh j. e a Is 
on these h ghts est n^ l hm^, our fires an 1 almo t f eez g 
us Wu had no [roviiiona aal co 11 n t even obti n a 
(,uj of c ffee the lent lonely v Uage and ere also 
dej ved of cloaks and other cover n^s I hnt myself up 
m the 1 tter and ly ng down by my child s s de exhorted 
her to go to sle p and thns forget the toruents of a con 
valescent appet te Her n rse managed the best she 
conld on the ground unde helte of the 1 tter an 1 our 
two civahers bu ed them Ives w th tr ng to ma ota n the 
fi es S arcely had we conjleted the e meawre Tin„i^ 
ments when there an e from tl e p nc pal ho e of the 
village 1 reak ng the stillne s wl h, e I al been nable to 
acconnt for the sound of f nereal hant ng I'en alp vo ces 
sang a k nd of ec tat ve n mournful monotonous cadence 
vanei now a 1 then Ij i er n^, ne suggest ng at once 
botl gr ef and anger Where were we an 1 vhat my te 
r ous r tea ere to be celebrated this mght a o n 1 onr 
encampm t ? Two iiy after I learned from the En^l h 
eons] niio was an nvol ntary w tnes of t tie t i^htf 1 
c re nstance to wh h tl e e chant were Inc Mr Wood 
on th vay from Dimisc '! to h s countrj hou e va m the 
hab t of stq p ng for the mght at the house of the she k of 
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this viilage, and on his last jimrney, three days befoie mine, 
after haTin^ been an honr in bed, in a chamber adjoining 
one occupied by a son of the sheik and his young wife, lie 
thought he heard something sounding like smothered groans. 
He called out, bat obtained no answer, the gruans mean- 
while rontinuing. Mr. Wood then proceeded to awaken the 
master of the house, when both together, followed ^y some 
slaves, entered the nnptial chamber, and there on the floor 
lay the theik's eon literally cut to pieces ; his wife, whom 
the roorderers had spared, loy buried under a pile of cover- 
ings, seemingly a part of the heap, the clothes about her 
serving to stifle the sonnd of her voice. The authors of the 
crime were known ; the old sheik had offended the chief of 
a neighboring tribe, and the latter had revenged himself on 
his enemy's son. The murder had been committed after 
Mr Wood had retired the murderer nsmi; so much skill and 
celerity that neither his vi tim nor his wife couM succeed in 
uttering a single ciy to alum the honic It was over the 
body of tbii unfortunate ; 3ung man that the teais were 
shed and the funereal hymns were sung whil t we thus lay 
shivering upon the desert plateau 

The next diy we anived at Bludan a village wtaated 0!i 
one of the slopes of Anti Lebanon Wl rested the hist 
night in a lodging whiuh the Engli=ih consul procured for 
ns enjoymg to the utmost the invigorating mrantiin 
atmosphere. 

Since I have mentioned the word lodging, I must recall 

what I remarked to you in my first letter concerning words 

14 
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which in the Orient possess a different signifioatjon from that 
which the same words possess in Europe. My lo<^ing at 
Bludan consisted simply of a piece of ground on which I was 
allowed for an indefinite time to pitch, my tents and fix 
pickets for my horses. This area, divided lengthwise by a 
hedge, formed, so to say, two apartments in the shape of two 
fields, a shaded brook separating us from the road. The 
first field waa devoted to our tents, and served as a habita- 
tion ; and the second comprised at once a reception-room 
on the banks of the stream and stables for our horses, placed 
about the middle of the field. The kitchen was assigned to 
the entrance of our verdant apartments, entirely concealed 
from view by a thicket At thif time Bludan formed the centre 
of a numerous ele t and deli^I tful soc et all lodged n the 
same manner w th the except on of the Engl sh consul and 
his f'imily who occupied an Arab house on whicl tie 
gen OS of E ^lish comfort had completely w ecked tself 
This melancholj structu e neve thele s attra ted u all to 
t nre is we ere of be g greet d w h a uo t c rdiaJ 
le apt on Tie ult. sster the bea tful Mrs Mo re 

and th w fe of the E gh h con 1 at B yro t vi on i 
t f a lew weeks to her h other ind stermlaw and he 
b Dfht with her a poition of her young family. The two 
t 1 w were inseparable, and prevailed in turn through 

th Iff ent nature of their attractions. Mrs. Moore 
m y b onsidered as a celebrated beauty who remains a 
1 Dg t m unchanged at the zenith of her charms, as if for her 
the la fa descending scale of attractiveness never existed. 
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She is one- of the women of society who, bLsides natural 
gifts, possesses all the graces that are acquired by frequenting 
the most refined circles, as well as one somewhat proud of 
her beauty. Mrs. Wood, although younger, is less beautiful. 
She left the Irish eastle in which bhe passed her childhood 
to follow her husband to Damascus, and she has <jnly seen 
what is called the world by glimpses. But her youth, sim- 
plicity, and entire devotion to her duties, which are realized 
for her in the person of her husband and two dearly-beloved 
children, constitute a charm which her beautiful bister-in-Uw 
well might envy, Mrs. Moore has triumphed over time ; but 
time, sooner or later, will assert its rights, while Mrs. Wood 
has nothing to fear from it. The former may still be as 
beautiful and the latter not perhaps always as pretty ; but, 
in the end she will charm and delight as much as ever, even 
if the freshness of her prime departs. I cannot conceive of 
Mrs. Moore bemg deprived of her beauty ; if she provea 
able to support the loss of so rich a treasure with eqna,nimity, 
she will deserve to have temples and status erected to lier 
honor. 

Americatt missionaries were in force at Bludan, but I 
rarely enconntered them. The group which secured most of 
my attention consisted of four young ladies, belonging to 
what is called in America the aristocracy— that is to say, 
wealthy families for some time established in the new world, 
and who enjoy all the advantages of fortune. These young 
people were in charge of a lady whom, at the risk of offend- 
ing, I must rank in the category of boardrng-school mis- 
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tresses, for want of a more appropriate old world term of com- 
parison. This boarding-scLool mistress also dragged after her 
anunfortunatespouse, lingering on the very brink of the grave, 
a condition which, inconvenient aa it was, relaxed in no 
respect the progTess of these travellers ; for the lady had con- 
vinced herself that change of air and exerci'-e were wonderfully 
adapted to delicate coQstitiitions. These four young ladies 
and their educational guardians having run over Egypt, and 
the deserts of Syria, proposed to complete their torn- of 
instruction hy a residence of several months in the principal 
capitals of Europe. la the meantime they had paid a visit 
to the land of Zcnobia, where the Arabs had crowned the 
instructress as queen of Palmyra, the same title which, uot to 
mention Zenobia, Lady Hester Stanhope alone bore beforo 
her. The coronation had not been foreseen by the parents 
of the four young misses ; but even setting aside this httle 
performance, I cannot imagine how a journey over dpsert 
conntrics, and riding on camels among Arabs, can contribute 
to the formation of the minds or hearts of young women des- 
tined to live in another hemisphere, and in a society and 
statu of civilization so entirely different ; nor, again, how it 
could aid them m becoming obedient daughters, faithful 
wives, or competent mothers. I do not pretend to say this 
journey had any had effects upon these young ladies, beyond 
Bun-strokes, local fevers, and other physical accidents ; but I 
considered it a wholly soperfluoos journey, and, moreover, one 
which, if their parents were convinced of its utility and pro- 
priety, they would have acted more wisely had they themselves 



i.y Google 



AEAB HOSPITALITY. 



81T 



.amistered it. actantage. to tteit cbiMrcn. Whttbei 
herfs of toilioB In th. XInM States .Im mj >"s or not, 
o«r fonr joung Mies pnisned their peregrinntions nccompa- 
nied b7 « suite of European joung gcntlimen, who hippened 
to be masters of their leisure moments, whilst the saee Queen 
of Palmjra rogukrlj read aloud and mdiscmmnatelj to the 
joung ladies and young gentlemen, certain genealogical pas- 
sagis of the Bible, or a treatise of geogiaphj, m Older, a. she 
said, to hsTO these youth deim as much piofit a> possible 
from their travels. 

We paffied time enough at Bludan to enable my conYales- 
cent to recover her strength, and at the end of a couple of 
weeks we bade adieu to the eicellent friends who had ren- 
dered our Bojonrn there so agreeable. As we teatriitcd our 
selves to short stages, we stopped the first mgl.t at ,n Arab 
vilhig., situated on the further summit of the Anti-Lebanon, 
with the immeas. valle, of B.alb.c at onr feet, and the 
peaks of Mount Lebanon rising on the opposite side. Agam 
w. lost our baggage escort. But this time the inhabitants 
of th. village were not oecnpied with th. funeral service of a 
sheik's son and they welcomed lie with that hospitahty of 
which so mnch is said and so little of it found. The sheik 
had arranged, indeed, a lodging for us in a kind of hole, the 
aspect of which made me recoil with horror. I cast m, eyes 
aniionsly over the honscs scattered along the mountain, and 
detected one newly whitewashed, having a little shed ot 
gi-een wood in front, and wliich had <inite an attractive look. 
I immediately turned my horse's he»J and gJloped up to the 
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plateau on which it stood, and demanded of the proprietor, 
who happened to be there, if he could provide us with an 
asjlnm for the night. The Arab, with a smile, replied by 
advancing, offering his hand to assist me in dismountmg, and 
then opened his door, making a sign to me to enter. It was 
not a palace, as jou can easily imagine ; it was not even a 
cottage orrae or not orrte, but there was in this one room, of 
which the structure was eomjiosed, an air of cleanliness, 
relatively considered, which gave me infinite satisfaction. 
Some mattresses, cushions, and coverings were brought from 
a loft and piled np under the shed outside ; and chickens, 
rice, butter, flour, cakes, barley for our hoi-ses, all the store 
of provisions, in fine, which the treasury of an Arab cultiva- 
tor in good cu-cumstancea contains, were surrendered to our 
use. And yet we had no attendants or escort ; we might 
have been taken for poor pilgrims, and were entirely at 
the mercy of an Arab community with one of the most detes- 
table of reputations. 

Things went on well until nightfall, but when we resorted 
to our mattresses to obtain some rest, the disadvantages of 
our position became apparent enough. It might be said that 
the mattresses were stuffed with fleas. Having never been 
able to tolerate the presence of one of these insects, I conid 
do nothing but get np and move about, and when fatigue 
compelled me, seat myself only to be again forced into battle 
by their innumerable stings. The night, however, was very 
fine, one of those serene Syrian nights daring which the stars 
Bhiue with uncommon brilliancy. It was harvesl^tuae, and 
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an immense threshing-floor, occupying the entire summit of 
tlie mountain, a few paces from the village, contained quan- 
tities of sheaves placed in piles, whicli the people, it seems, 
were in no haste to thresh, so great is their confidence in 
these steady climates. Despairing of saving a shred of my 
epidermis from my sangninary persecutors, or of obtaining a 
moment's sleep, I wrapped myself in my cloak and went out 
to enjoy a promenade ou the threshing-floor. The weather 
was 80 mild, the night so clear, and the exercise came so 
apropos after the tortni-es on my mattress, that I forgot both 
the place and the men abont me, and marched straight along, 
much further than prudence would have dictated. How long 
I might have persisted in my indiscreet promenade I do not 
know, if the moon's rays had not fallen in such a way as 
to reveal the shadows of two forma on the ground before 
me, the bodies themselves being invisible to me. I turned 
suddenly, and it was not without some degree of trepidation 
that I observed that the large fires lighted around our hotel, 
under the hospitable shed, were reduced by distance to the 
proportions of sparks, and tiiat a few steps from me, half 
concealed by a millstone, were two men who appeared to be 
watehiog me. What could I do — cry out ? Apart from this 
being something I would never think of, what advantage 
would it be to me ? If the people of the village entertained 
sinister motives, it were folly to expect succor from any 
amongst tljem. Skiimishes, besides, are frequent in this part 
of Syria, and a chivalrous spirit prevailing there, it is tacitly 
understood that those who have no interest in a quarrel keep 
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tbemselTes out of the way, as best tliey can, until order aad 
peace is reestablished. I resigned myself accordingly to 
what it might please God to send me, and proceeded dii-eetly 
back to the shed, neither turning to the right nor to the left, 
. nor quickening my pace, nor allowing too great feai's to get 
possession of me. I still heard the steps of the two men fol- 
lowing me, and such is the force of habit, the noise ceased to 
disturb me some time before I reached our shelter. On en- 
tering the circumference of light radiating from our dres I 
turned, nevertheless, to see what would be the coarse of my 
associates. The two men were quite near me, and the dark- 
ness being then dissipated, I recognized them as my host and 
his son, a young lad of thu^teen or fourteen years of age. "We 
followed you," said the father, addressing me, " for fear some 
misfortune might happen to jou, which would have been to us 
a grief and a dishonor." And they left me. Thank God ! 
I exclaimed to myself ; these, indeed, are Arabs such as others 
have seen and described. After this I can place some confi- 
dence in the stories of Arab honesty and disinterestedness 
which travellers may please to relate to me. 



i.y Google 



CHAPTER XVI. 

BAALBEC — THK METUAIJ3— GENUINE ARAB HOSPTTALITY 

MOUNT LEBANON AND THE 0EDAE3. 

A roTJE hours' ride across the arid, burning plain wliicli 
separates Anti-Lebanon from Moiiiit Lebanon, brought us 
on the following day to Baalbec, where we were rejoined by 
our baggage attendants. This Joamey was a very paiufal 
one. We were obliged to marcb under the vertical rays of 
a mid-day sun, and between the naked rocks of the two 
mountain chains, which, with the red soil of the plain itself, 
reflected the heat upon us with double intensity. Not a 
tree presented itself to our view. I would have given a 
great deal to have had a glimpse, no matter at what distance, 
of that doubtful hue of the ground which betokens the exist- 
ence of a stream, and one sometimes far below the surface. 
Bat it was useless to think of it ; you cannot ima^iie how 
important it is not to allow oneself to indulge in such imagi- 
native longings when there are so few chances of their being 
realized. Picture to yourself Kmpid brooks, dense shade 
and velvety turf whilst you are marchmg over stones and 
breathing a fiery atmosphere, the san enveloping you lilce 
the metallic helmets of Dante's condemned ones, and you 
will lose all courage, energy, and all physical strength ; 
14* s«i 
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anxiety seizes you uDpatience follow and if > u d nit 
toon eink luto a state if utter dc j d r y i miy thai k & d 
solely fnr your delircrance 

The euTuons of Baalbet, like those of DamaBcu aie 
fertilized by abundint witei cour e^ One of the?e flows 
between some gardens and a 1 ttle dnsttr of tree? giow ng 
on a slojo above tie load Pioccedino no fuither, ail 
postponing om visit to tlie ruins until a more convenient hour, 
we took possession of the little Eden, Attaching our horses 
to the trees, and stretching ourselves upon the grass, we were 
preparing to compensate ourselves for the snfferings of the 
preceding night, when some discordant erii-s and a string 
of energetic oaths, from a couple of negroes, brought ns 
again to our feet. They came to inform us that we were 
intruders on private property belonging to the English consul 
at Damascus, and that, being a privileged spot, we must 
positively leave it without delay. We were too well 
acquainted with the consul to let ourselves be imposed on 
by tho pretended zea] of these two i-uffiams. We accord- 
ingly threatened to write Mr. Wood at once, and if it proved 
true that they were his servants we would have them dis- 
charged immediately. The storm soon calmed down, and their 
imprecations changed to humble entreaties for hacks/msh. 
A bargain was concluded with them, by which they left us 
in possession of our paradise. But we were not yet free, 
for we soon received visits from the laborers engaged on the 
opposite bank, to whom the negroes had related their Iruif^ 
less experiment. We were completely overwhelmed with 
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ennui, I bore it patienllj, liowever, kmlng that a family 
among lliem belonged to the race of Metnalis, or fire- 
woisliippen. These people oarefnllj eoneoal tlio origin and 
rites of theit religions faith, making It diiUcult for . foreigner 
to deteel eitlier ; bnt, as happens m all conntries, the 
Metuali! had friends and neighbors who were only too eager 
to eommnaicate their secret, cantioning me at the same 
tmie not to betra, them, and to appear to igno™ that the, 
were not the best of Mnssnlmans. If I were to jndge of the 
race hj the sample I had before m; ejes that day, it is a 
very handsome one, and of a boanty whieh eonHrms my 
opinion that they are d»K>ended from the ancient magi or 
Chaldeans. This family was composed of two brothers, the 
wife of one of these, and three yonng children. The men 
were large, well made, and easy in their movements and 
manners, bnt very dnll and stnpid in otter respects. I 
engaged' one of them as an assistant to see to my horses ; bnt 
never did a more awkward, cowardly ostler approach a 
horse. The yonng wife was of rare beanty •, her face was 
,er, tliin, althongh her Sgnre was remarkable for its fnllness. 
Her tege black eye. of a pecaliar shape, and admirably 
encircled with eyebrow, as fine as if traced by a pencil, oecu- 
pied two-thkds at least of the .pace reserved for the eonnte. 
nance • black hair, fine and long, bnt a mtle dnll ; a slightly 
aqailine nose i . mouti which recalled that of the Ten.s de 
Milo; and pe.rls for teelh.-sncb was the idolatrons gar- 
doner's wife of Baalbeo. Perceiving my admiration, with 
tJiat tact which women are never withont, and obliged to 
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me for it, she cod descended to cross tlie little stream with 
her children and establish herself under our trees, fully 
determined to profit in some way hy our admiration, I mnst 
Bay it, and without fear of the charge of hastily judginn-, 
that she was an accomplished hussy ; she would have robbed 
us all without the slightest scmple ; hnt she showed consider- 
able intelligence by recognizing at a glance the uses of little 
objects of the toilet the kitchen etc which she now saw 
for the first time 

This race which is toleribly numeionsin this <!ection ot 
the Lebanon ib much despi&ed by Mussulmans as well as by 
Christians. The former atcime them of pu hing debauchery 
beyond all hunts and the latter of gmnj, themselves np to 
impious rites and even to human sacufie That thej ire 
robbers theie can be no doubt but who i not in 4 ib 
regions f There can therefort. be no quan el w ith them on 
this score. During the three days of my s j u n at Bail 
bee, in the vicimty ol the Metuilis I remarked that they 
passed their nights m dancing singmg eatmg and dunking 
the use of wine nat bein^, foibidden to them Their wires 
cover their facet, with a veil only m the presence of Mussnl 
mans and when thpj dc iie to conceal then sectanan ra k 
I remarked al o that my bdle ya? hmi e hid a v olet 
tinge around her eyes and on ha nails (whi h seemed 
to testify to an ongin still more southeily and of a du=l ei 
character than that of the Aiiba) harmonzmt well with 
the less brilliant tint of hei haii But this oiigin ven if it 
were the tn e one might be onlj sou this mlivil n! ci e 
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It viOuM reqmie lu fximmatwn cf a much larger number 
of Metuah to -rtaiiaEt even the liQmblest conjecture on this 
point 

I am quite d ^posed to piss Bialbec witliout saving a 
word to yiu about it for whit tan I add to that which has 
been ^iid a thousand times before and by far more piL 
turesque pens than my onn? Baalbee is a wonder and 
too mnt-h ha? not been written of it whicli i3 about all that 
I dare add It is an immense town of antique Asii and not 
so much a nun ab a city from which its mhibitints haie sud 
denlj disappeared leaving it a silent mignificent monument 
unimpaired in the lapse of centuries by any of those (hinges 
which civihzation sucLCSSively introduces in the dwelhngs 
of mankind The plain on which Baalbee is situated 
possesses that aspect of desohte anditv which smta i monu 
ment liLe this The landscape around Jerusalem is equally 
desohte but it is desolatim in activity ever present it is 
true but scftened and fused mto agreeable perspectives and 
clothed with tendei abbociataom, , whereas Bialbec and its 
Tiunity beais the monotonous stamp of desolation m its 
pnde e\posing itself disdamftilly through the absence of 
everythmg in nature that gladdens the eye or the heart , 
there are no tears no sighs no =iorrows excited by it , it is 
a calm, mdifferent I would siy an almost contemptuoii<i 
desolation Has it ever occurred to anybody to attempt to 
effect a rebtoration of Baalbee^ Asbuiedly not lud never 
will that thought agitate any mmd And why ? Precisely 
because there is in this vast temple-city, stdl standing ahiiost 
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intact, something which spealis of death, of rain, of an in-e- 
vocable sentence, mach more impressively than wouM its 
reopened vaults or redressed walls. 

One of my travelling companions having made a call on 
the governor of Baalhec, returned and informed ua that we 
were only eight honrs from the cedars of Lebanon ; that ho 
might reach them conveniently by a good road, and that we 
should not deserve the reputation of good travellers, if 
so short a distance and so little fatigue prevented ns from 
visiting them. We were now in September, and I began to 
have doubts as to whether it were possible to determine with 
any precision the duration of a journey in the Orient, 
ajdently desiring at the same time to see the end of my own, 
and again to find mjself on ray farm in Asia Minor. I had 
accordingly for my own part, ahandnned the cedars, and 
resolved not to make any more divergences from the direct 
route. Are, indeed, all resolutions made to be blown away 
by the slightest puff of wmd ? I am inclined to think so, 
considering the efforts I made to resist the temptation of the 
cedars. In short, I yielded, and the excursion was soon 
arranged. They promised me excellent guides, a road as 
well defined as a path m an EngUsh park, a clear sky, and a 
temperate atmosphere. Something, however, whispered to 
me that we were committing an etourdene, but in what it 
consisted, I conld not tell, and therefore did not dare to 
obtrude my presentiments. We accordingly set out on the 
fourth day after our arrival, proposing to follow the wise 
directions of the governor, and to proceed from the cedars 
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directly to Kama, which was ouly eight h.^Qrs from them, 
making in all sixteen hours of travel. The dibtance from 
Baalbec to Kama, by the direct road, being only twelve 
hours, it was evident that we were only adding four hours to 
our journey. To sec the cedars in four hours 1— 'twas a 
capital opportunity, and I couH not oonaistenfly complain of 
it. And jet, whea «e got under way on the new route, I 
could not abstain from calhng the head guide to me, in order 
to put to him one or two iiucstions. 

" "Where are we going ?" I asked. 

" To Hermen," responded the guide. 

I turned inquiringly to the dragoman, who in a grave air 

" 'Xis the Arab name for the cedars." 

" Very well," I remarked. But stiU I was not satisfied. 
" What is there extraordinary at Hermen ?" I inquired 
again. The guide shrugged hia shoulders, and then the 
dragoman spoke in his turn. 

" Are there not," said he, " very large old trees there ?" 

" Yes." 

" Trees which stood there before the time of the great 
King Solomon ?" 

" Yes." 

" Trees which all travellers visit ?" 

" Yes." 

The dragoman gave me a triumphant look, and I felfc 
pretty nearly convinced. 

As we left Baalbec late in the afternoon, we did not 
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thint of reaching the cedars that evening. We accordingly 
passed the night near a poor, miserable Arab village, and 
resameii our journey the nest day, before daylight, certain 
of being at the end of it by midday. It seemed to me as if 
we ought to have been climbing a monntain preparatory to 
reaching the cedars, while the country we were traversing 
was rather flat than otherwise. Several hours passed away. 
Assuredly, said I, to myself, wo must be near the spot, and 
I accordingly summoned tie guide, who, ja fact, announced 
that we would shortly be there. " But the mountain ?" I 
rejoined. He pomted with his finger a short distance ahead 
where the ground appeared to sink suddenly down, " It is 
there," said he, " have patience " I couM do no better than 
obey his injunction which I did as well at I could and so 
much the more willmgly &% theie wai but httle time for 
me to wait Marchmg on a quarter of an hour longer we 
came to a point where the phm opened at oui feet, dis- 
coveiing a complicattd senei of vast cieuces imilar to those 
I had already encountered m A'ga Mmor but on a mnch 
smaller scale Ihe plam seemed to he hollowed oat st,veial 
leagues m extent anl m twenty different diiectioni forming 
a aoit of low labumth m which we could detect a number 
of villages This landscape, which I can only eiJl a subter 
tanean or mediterranean one was very beautiful, owing to 
ita wonderful luxuiiance, the vegetation as it were, taking 
icfuge there while the uppei plim remained m a atite of 
unparalleled ariditv It was •» loui? niv off however from 
this hole to Mount Lebanon, and I sorrowfully said so 
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We all looked tts if cangbt in a trap. It was in vain that 
onr companion, who was iirst fired with a desii'e to see the 
cedars, insisted that this place might be Mount Lebanon, the 
depths before ua being doubtless due to the extraordinary 
eleTation of the country around us, and that among the 
trees, only the tops of which were now visible, some of the 
cedars might well be found. If we had still entertained any 
illusions the questions we put to the inhabitants of this 
region would have scattered them. They informed us that 
the cedars in Arabic were called Ariz, and not at all Jiermm, 
and that HertMn was m fact, the jidme of this valley. As 
to the distance that still separated us horn the cedars, it 
varied from two to sixteen hours, according to the party to 
whom we applied for mformation. The lesult of this first 
attempt to sec the cedars so unwilimgly made, too, ought 
to have discouraged me from making a second one ; but so 
natural is our repugnance to any useless sacrifice, that I felt 
disposed to make another in order to render the first one pro- 
fitable. A governor again gave us the coup de grace. We 
had pitched our tents on a large field situated in one of the 
hollows above-mentioned, surrounded by vigorous, luxuriant 
trees, which I could heartily have admired had they not 
been served up to me in place of the cedara, when tke gov- 
ernor of Hermen approached to pay his respects, and with 
all the accompaniments of an Arab grand-seignior. He was 
a handsome young man, and as usual vnth his compatriots, 
he believed himself ill every time that a physician or any- 
thing like one, came within reach. His costume was m^ 
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niflcent ; he wore a cloak of white "iilk and gold, wo^pn in 
the recesses of Mount Lebanon, and costlv aim^ in hi'^ gir 
die, and he rode, as did his suite also the faeantiful horses 
of the neighborhood of Aleppo. Hon call m question the 
accuracy aud veracity of so flue and impoitaut a personage 
as this? Ho eiyoiued us to close oui eara to all fal--e 
reports, and to listen to nobody but him is he wia born and 
brought up ia this region, and was familiar with all its 
intricacies, and had no interest whatever in deceiving n<! 
The cedars were four hours from Hermen , the roid was 
good, provided you knew how to keep to it and he would 
engage to furnish us with guides who could not miss it ■«ilh 
their eyes shut ; we were to set out the next morning at 
daybreak, and arrive at the cedars an hour before noon, and 
be ba«k at Hermen the following day at the same hour, 
from whence we could take fresh guides to Hama, It would 
have been childish to have objected to this programme, and 
we declared ourselves willing to trust ourselves entirely to the 
wisdom of his lordship. Our grand-seignior bowed majestic- 
ally, gave orders to have guides ready the next day at the 
appointed hour, invited us, on our return, to assist at a first- 
class exhibition of the djeriid, which he proposed in our 
honor, and then withdrew, leaving us quite enchanted with 
bis person and manner of proceeding. 

The governors of this part of Asia are certainly possessed 
with a mania for mystification, for what motive could induce 
them to keep us wandering about the country in this fashion ? 

We had not progressed far the next day before we were 
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tired out, or at least our torses were. After four liours' 
harassing riJing we attained tlie summit of a mountain, at 
the fooi^ of whicli la? a long, narrow valley rumiini; north 
and south, and watered by a threadlike stream. 

" How far are we from the cedar.s ?" I demanded of the 
guide. 

" About eigiit hours," tie replied. 

I fairly bonnded from my saddle, and I believe the rest 
did the same. At first we nnanimously decided to place no 
faith whatever in this man's declaration, and we continupd to 
repeat to each other, fur mutual encouragement, " Tis im- 
possible !— The governor knows his own territory better 
than this fellow !— The governor could have had no motive 
in leading us astray," etc., etc. But, m spite of our confi- 
dence in the governor, the guide's assertion troubled us 
internally ; we ended the matter by relying upon him, or at 
least by regulating our movements as if ho had told the 
truth. All that we could obtain from him, however, served 
to increase our ill humor. According to his statement we 
could not reach the cedars that day, and here we were, sur- 
rounded by a desert waste without either water or pasture ; 
we were confident, on leaving Hennen, that we could reach 
the cedars before midday, and had taken no provision for 
our horses ; by pushing on they would probably succumb to 
hunger and thirst, and we might do likewise ; if we halted 
until the following day, on the banks of the stream at our 
feet, our horses would not be in any better condition to pur- 
sue the journey after fasting twenty-four hours, than they 
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were at the present moment What pit an end t ur hp i 
tation was the state in whiLh some of tlen wcio dheady 
many of them not beu^ able to hft a foot It l only hy 
experience that one can estimate the difference between our 
Arah horses and other horses My Anatnl an hoisci bu It 
like the Jlorman breed low and thckset weie aubjcLt to 
crises of fatigue bronght on by excessive heat and chinges 
of diet, whilst my Arabians thm and h gh on the i le^s like 
race-horses, supported eveiy excess of chmate and weiiinesa 
and the absence of food oi sleep with mdiffeience and with 
out becoming less st inted less eager or les^ firm in their 

gMt. 

We pitched our tents in this valley then w thout contemmj; 
onrselvea about our fate on the following lay One ot our 
escort perceiving three or fcur blatk spot ome dintance off 
which he recognize I i Arab tents started off in the hope 
of obtaimng ome grain for our psoi horses lie soon 
retained 1 ringmg in hit, arms a le« ea a of com forming 
the entire ei p of this httle tube and whch we dsfi bntcl 
parsimon oisly amongst them I did nr t then possess a colt 
to eat buttered taita and roast beef— I ^\ as even ignorant 
that it was [ossible to give such fool to a hoise but I 
afterwards learned that often when Arabs go long jonmeys 
on horbebaok both mastei ind animal fraternally share bits 
of roistcd matton between them 

The governor' four hours had multiplied to twelve, and 
the guide s e ght hoars m mutation ol his mastei s became 
sixteen. But, mon Dun, what hours ! Quitting the valley 
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an hour before day, we plodded np a series of mountains for 
seyett coasecutive hours, after which we took a few moments' 
rest, and then recommenced ascending others. But how 
relate it 1 We finally attained the region of eternal snow 
in Syria, and as you may well imagine, we had to climb a 
great while to do it. ArriTcd ou the summit or plateau, 
entirely covered with solid snow, looking like congealed 
waves, we perceived at our feet, a great distance below ns, 
a hili covered with the Cedars of Lebanon. We found the 
cedars much further from us now than Hermen was two 
evenings before, when we fast discovered it at the bottom of 
its deep raviue. The sun's glittering disk was approaching 
the horizon when we arrived on the plateau, and the valley 
into which our eyes plunged (a valley consisting of one of 
the craters of Lebanon) was already veiled with its evening 
shadows. The hUl on which the cedars grew arose out of 
the valley, appearing from this height like one of those httle 
mounds thrown up by moles when on their subterranean 
peregrinations ; further on, the valley seemed to terminate 
suddenly, disappearuig in an abyss, the bottom of which 
we were unable to detect. I have traversed tlie Alps many 
times, and have run over the Pyrenees, the Welsh mountains 
and the rocks of the north of Ireland ; all these furnished 
pages on which nature and God have stamped their power in 
ineffaceable characters. But in the most imposing scenes of 
European nature there is something uniform and regular, 
I would almost say rational, which, when you are once 
familiar with it, enables you to foresee, with little chance of 
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mistake, how and where the lines present to your eyes are 
going to terminate. But in Syria it is quite otherwise, and 
especially in Mount Lebanon ; the rocks, which seem to 
spring from the earth to meet the clouds, are suddenly and 
capriciously cut short ; the most luxuriant valley is all at 
once transformed intu a somhre and desolate gorge ; black- 
ened rocks rend themselves asunder to disclose to the 
astonished eyes blouraing orchards and the loveliest gardens ; 
the valley's bottom consists of stones, the moimtain summit 
is clothed with verdure ; there is no transition, no visible law ; 
everything is unexpected, strange, ready to confound both 
human reason and science. 

But we had no leisure time to give to these reflections, 
perched as we were on the loftiest summit of the Lebanon, 
and with a long and perilous descent before us yet to be 
accomplished before dark. Pew travellers cross the Lebanon 
by this road, otherwise 1 am sure these heights would soon 
crumble away, judging by the avalanches of sand and stones 
which rolled past our feet, the pedestrians alone being able 
to move along with safety, our loaded horses detaching large 
masses of this loose material and consigning them to the 
abyss below. We descended in this manner for an hour, 
the sand we started carrying us along with it until we reached 
the plain contiguous to the valley of the cedars. We flat- 
tered ourselves with the hope of flnding our ba^age and 
tents here, but in vain ; one of our guides met us and 
informed na that our escort had pushed on to the village of 
Bakriva, with a view to obtain provisions, there in greater 
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abundance than on the hill of the cedars. Harassed as wc 
were, we were ohliged to continue on to the bottom of the 
abyss, mentioned as inyiaible to us from the heights above, 
the road winding aronnd rocks and descending by steps cut 
bj the hand of time and tempests. The vOlage of Bakriva 
is situated almost at the bottom of what one might pro- 
nounce a crater. It is a circnlar valley, about two leagues 
in circumference, and is traversed by two slow, tortuous 
streams, and is covered with the richest vegetation. Mnl- 
berries, figs, pomegranates, oranges, lemons, the Tine and 
every other fruit-tree of this climate, are to be found 
there, and ftruit in such abundance as to be of no value. 
The inhabitants are nearly all Cliristians and Cathohca ; but 
I regret to add, they are neither better nor more en%htened 
for all that. 

We anticipated seeing our horses fall dead the moment we 
allowed them to stop. They had eaten nothing for two 
days, except a few ears of grain, and had accomplished 
double stages on the very worst of roads. The brave ani- 
mals, however, were not even indisposed ; they supped with 
a good appetite, and the next day appeared to be as 
fresh as ever. But I was not inchned to use or abuse 
their good nature, bo I decreed three days' repose among 
the cedars. 

The next day we resorted to the cedars, and established 
our camp in front of the little CathoMc chapel in which the 
divine mysteries are celebrated. Our hill crowned by the 
cedars proved to be really a group of hillocks covered by 
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the trees, and levelled, so to say with their tops, the largest 
of the trees growing in the ravines separating the hillocks, 
forming a sombre and compact mass, as if the whole com- 
peted but one eminence. 

At the cedars we again encountered the American board- 
ing-school party, with its invalid manager, and two young 
Englishmen whom we had met at Bludan. Each of the 
three caravans, with its tents, horses and equipage, occu- 
pied one of the three principal hillocks. It was a cnrions 
spectacle, that of three societies from three opposite extremities 
of the world assemblmg together nnder the very biaaches 
from which Solomoa obtained the materials for his temple 
separated by customs habits and creeds hut still bnnging to 
the desert the substantial advantages of the same order of 
civilization. 1 am indebted to one of the English travellers 
for the courage that enabled me to fi\ scenes m roy memory 
that otherwise would have escaped me I had always 
regretted not being able to sketch from natme , but the 
thought never entered my head that I could imitate that 
innocent creature nho on bemg asked if he could pldv on 
the violin, naively replied ' I don't know , I never tried " 
This young Englishman had once «aid to himself that he 
would never become a landscapist except by tiymg and hav- 
ing tried, he succeeded He confided this seciet to me and 
urged me to follow his example whith I did immediately— 
I will not say with tlie like success hut it is ccrfaiu that my 
deplorable sketches convey a much bi tier idea of the objects 
I aimed to portray than a sheet of 1 lank papei From 
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tkis time I set myself bravely to wort, aud I filled more thao 
one slieet witb sonvonirB that are very precious to me, and 

which I owe to Dr. n . 

Even those who have been able to dispense with hyperbole, 
haye considerably exaggerated tlie grandem- of the cedars. 
I have read of a chapel contained in one of the hollow trunks, 
but I saw no chapel there, nor a trunk lai^ enough to hold 
one. Aud yet they are the lai^Bt trees I have seen, and 
their combination in one group renders them very remark- 
abie. I noticed an infinity of names cut on the barli of these 
trees. Some of these names are never read with indifference 
by anybody, and others possess for me a peculiar charm ; but 
the greater portion are memorials of presumption and mis- 
placed vanity. Of what consequence is it to know that Mr. 
Green or Mr. ^Tiite sat down in the shade of these cedars ? 
Is not the r } ark mo c precious than a few scattered letters 
of the ilphal et exp ess ng nothing and recalling nothing ? 
To see the trunk of these Lebanon cedars transformed into 
so many hotel rea; tera may well arouse the anger of all 
con c ent s people 

We were d rected to follow the road to Tripoli until 
w tl m about two hours of that city, and then, crossing an- 
other portion of Lebanon, come ont upon the plain of Iloms. 
This journey would require several days, when we might 
travel a more direct road. Bat the latter was described to 
m in such sombre colors, and our experience with the roads 
through Mount Lebanon proved so rude, we preferred to fol- 
low what they call in this country the great road— the royal 
15 
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road — though heaven knows that it deserves no otter name 
than that of a goat-pati. The traveller who is able to follow 
this steadily is to be congratulated. 

Two hoars from the cedars we passed throngh the little 
village of Eden, situated on a moantam oTerlooking a valley 
of that name, and of which the inhabitants are principally 
Christians. There is at Eden a small community of the 
order of Carmelites, accessory to that of the village of Ba- 
kriva. These good fathers evidently exercise great influence 
here, even over that part of the population professing Maho- 
metan faith, since they dare openly to maintain a small drove 
of hogs. This reminds me that Mr. Wood, the English con- 
sul at Damascus, and the most influential European there, 
considered himself fortunate in having succeeded, after twelve 
years' residence in the country, ia calling his company to 
dinner by the sound of a bell. It is unnecessary to state 
that prejudices are disappearing in the Orient, a fact that I 
would not dispute, consoling as it is, but I will simply add, 
that their retrograde movement proceeds with most astonish- 



I will not dwell this time on the region contiguous to the 
Syi-ian sea ; I spare you also the rocks we scaled, the ravines 
we passed, and the fatigaes and ding'ers which accompanied 
us across the Lebanon. We finally quit this monntain laby 
rinth the fourth day after bidding idieu to the cedars and 
entered the flat lands which eitend on eveiv side i^ithin a 
day's journey of Homs. Ileic w found the stifling brat 
with which we had not suffered fince we left Bialbec The 
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very day that brought us to the gates of Horas, we were 
caught, at nooa, at a httle village without anj shade, similar 
to tliat which stands on the plain of Nazareth. Some tirae 
for our horses to rest was imperative ; aa to onrselves, there 
was not the smallest bush in sight as far as the eye could 
reach, under which even a terrier dog could crouch itself. 
Kobody would think of remainii^ several hours stationary 
under such a sun, unless he were au Arab, and not only one 
by birth but also by race. Tliere was nothing to do but to 
fall back oa personal industry in order to obtain some shade, 
which each of us practised without delay and to the best of his 
ability. Some drove sticks into the crevices of an old wall, 
and, casting cloaks over these, formed a kind of tent; and pro- 
vided the occupant kept himself erect and motionless against 
the wall, it furnished comparative protection. For my own 
part notfmcying the glare of the wall noi avert cal position 
I contiived somethuig d flerent I heaped tngetler some 
stones, one on top of the other iionnd a little ^p t al out 
five feet long ind three feet wide makng my walls ibout 
two feet hi„h and si read ovti it whit vei I could lay my 
hands on veils riln^hibts shawl summer cloaks etc 
and then diew myselt in under thn ed fact, the chief detect of 
which Wds its fraghty I vias not indeed badly off or 
rither I was only too well oft foi I tell asltep I forgot 
tl at the pnme cond tion of mv con foit and even mj safety 
depended on ab'jDlute immobility ind I aho f it,3t to wain 
off all animated bei £cs that might winder m thit ditection 
to sum up bnefly I mv ell tr =->me one tut=de jc^ged mv 
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frail wall, and a portion of it rolled down upon my legs, I 
soon crept oat of the ruins, escaping with pretty severe 
pain, some scratches, and a few bruises ; had the wall 
tumbled on ray head instead of on my limbs, I would, with- 
out doubt, not have been at present engaged in describing 
the adventure. 

Home is visible at a great distance, placed as it is on the 
extremity of a vast plain which inclines gently from the foot 
of Mount Lebanon even to the very walls of the town. This 
plain resembles a region in the environs of a volcano, encum- 
bered is it with stones of every kind and dimension, and 
riddled with crevices and covered with the debris of the 
neighboring mountains. It is astonishing that human beings 
select such spots as their residences. But astonishment dis- 
appears on a nearer approach. Here, also, as in Damascus, 
and generally throughout Syria, the towns and their sur- 
roundings form oases in the midst of the most frightful 
deserts. A fountain or a river is sufficient to work wonders. 
A productive soil covers the rocks ; grass, flowers, and trees 
nourish themselves with their respective vivifying saps ; 
hedges spring up and separat* diverse properties, all rivalling 
each other in the perfume and brilliant colors of their flowers, 
the luxury of their shade, and the size and exquisite flavor of 
their fruits. Nothing can be more repulsive than a Syrian 
territorial expanse, nothing is more charming and delightful 
than Syrian towns, or rather their environs. 



i.y Google 



CHAPTER XVII. 



In order to enj y the cool nght bieeze we e ablblcd 
ourselves outs do tie gates of Horn be a e the Ar-kb 
aver on to CI ist ans n the e prov nces la o v ulent that 
th se who dwell amon at them are exioscl to ns It and 
even to blows Nowhere as at Homs have I en Ch ist an*- 
bowed to the very grou d trcm! le and seek safetj n the 
1 ke hum hat n anl ol-scur tv I got one of them to con 
duct me to the palace of the f, vc or t wl m I hal a 
letter of nt odu t on He was. ono of the pr p 1 n er 
chants of Horns and vas donbtless wealthy eno gh to 1 ny 
the governors «h !e hou&e an! fam Ij and pe haps the 
governor hinself a d yet he Id n t lare to mo nt the 
bta of his palace n wa t fo me on ta I west steps wl e e 
the attendants on hia excelle cj migl t observe him he 
begged me in a Inn stammermg vfice to excise him if he 
awaited me' in the st eet ut of the leauh of his excellency 
and his slaves. It so happened that wl 1st \e were talk iif, 
together, the governor informed cf my visit came forward 
to meet me. The astcn hmeni ot the jou manoiseeng 
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his tiger play the Iamb, eaimot- be described ; I at oDce 
became, in his eyes, a mysterions, strange sort of personage, 
possessing some power unknown to ordinary mortals. I 
believe that after this, he would have lent me any sum of 
money I could have desired of him. 

The governor did indeed welcome me with uucommon cor- 
diality. He begged me to visit his harem, and followed me 
there in a few minutes to dine with me. His wife, a young 
Constantinopolitan, was pretty enongh, and qnite gentle, 
but timid and melancholy ; she served us at tabic, and 
seemed to be in constant fear of some dissatisfaction on the 
part of her lord and master. But she was not the sole 
mistress of the house ; a brown Abyssinian, tall, well formed 
aad bold, shared her empire, and although bought in a 
bazaar, carried matters with a high hand in this governor's 
household. One must have lived in this land and amongst 
these composite families, in order to comprehend the hollow- 
ness and other painful realities appertaining to the lot of 
these harem wives, and their mutual relationships. Of these 
two women, for example, one was mistress and the other 
slave ; servants who have become mistresses of both master 
and family, exist in every country in the world, but it is an 
illegitimate empire, and one secret and disavowed. In the 
Orient, on the contrary, the union of these two contradictory 
positions is patent, public, official — as public as any event 
that talies place within a harem can be. The slave, on 
becoming mistress, does not cease to be a slave ; the wile 
commands, tlie slave obeys, and yet the slave it is who 
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tyrannizes over her, laaitreata her, calumniates li^r, to their 
common coDsort (even in his jiresence), who beats her chil- 
dren, and who sometimes kills them. But, patieace ! The 
injured wife's tarn inevitably comes, and however subdued 
she may appear to be in the days of her humiliation, she will 
tak d anta of her reserved rights most cnielly. The 
b autiful la will not be beautiful forever ; her form will 
1 ee ts ymm try, vice and bad passions will tarnish her 
bl m n f 1 u as ; her vivacity will degenerate into rude- 
c s. , he 1 t lance into insolence, and the satiated lord will 
abandon her to the vengeance of her implacable rival. If 
she has had children, these will not be associated with her in 
her disgrace, for of what value is the breast that bore 
them ? — they are the master's children, and as such, claim 
the respect and attentions of all who belong to their father ; 
but nobody will murmur the name of their mother in their 
ears, and should she die in their preseoce, not a tear will they 
shed in her behalf Mnssnimans (at least the lordly ones) 
are right in spreading an impenetrable veil over their 
domestic interior, for the discoveries made there, generally 
when a corner is lifted, are sufficient to appall tvcry honest 
and compassionate heart. 

Horas is an old Arab town, into which the feeblest ray of 
western clviUzation has nut yet penetrated. Nothing is 
beautiful in it, because the mhabitants do not concern them- 
selves with either beauty, taste or refinement. Provided the 
markets are tolerably furnished, and the water continues to 
flow cool and fresh from the fountains, and the narrow 
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Streets afford protection against the son's buniing rays, 
nobody wishes for anything more. 

Toward evening of the only day I passed at Horns, an old 
Arab woman came to me to beg permission to join our caror 
van as far aa Aleppo Her son had been enrolled among the 
impeual tioops and hid marched with bis regiment to 
Honif from which place he was to proceed to Damabcus 
and theie fight agamst the revolted Arabs The old woman 
bad followed him thns far and yieldmg to his protestations, 
had made up hoi mrad to letum to hei home in the enviions 
of Aleppo Biitb mothei and son— for lie came also to 
plead foi hei— fceemcd to be attdi,hed to cich other by the 
tenderest tie** Thej nept violently on parting, and (he 
younr man was not the least affected of the two There 
wai no affectation of heroism oi ot fiimnesa m his adiens , he 
cuised without semple, not the dutj he had to perform 
of which he had no comeptiun, but the neces^ty vihich 
citiii d him oft into the midst of (lan^ei and fii Irom those 
whom he loved. 

From Horns to Hama is but little more than nine hours' 
travel, although commonly stated at twelve, with two days 
to do it in. We accordingly slept at a place called Rostan. 
This village, situated on an eminence, is one of those villages 
in which every house is surrounded by a wall as high as the 
house itself, presenting, of course, neither door nor windows 
externally. Ko sign of vegetation is perceptible around this 
inclosure ; the inhabitants informed me, with a mournful air, 
that their crops wonld infallibly be destroyed or carried off 
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by the mountain Arahs, should they be imprudently attracted 
there by such evidences of booty, A khan, occupied by a 
detachment of bashi-bozouks (cracked brains), is situated 
at the foot of tho heigiit covered by the Tillage ; in front of 
this khan we pitched onr tents for the night. The river 
which waters tlie gardens of Hama passes under the walla 
of the khan, and under the protection of this sort of fort, 
some bold speculator had planted its banks with a patch of 
watermelons, A well-const rncted bridge is thrown over the 
river a few paces from the khan, but, except the five or sis 
spots of verdure along its course, the entire country bears 
that aspect of ]ierfect desolation, which is in harmony with 
the character of .the redoubtable people who infest it. 

The detachment in garrison at the khan of Rostan con- 
sisted of ten brothers, all of them being sons of the chief of 
their corps stationed at Hama, They proceeded at once to 
relate to us a series of lugubrious stories, of which Bostan 
was the theatre and themselves the heroes ; but we were so 
accustomed to admonitions of danger never realized, that we 
did not pay much attention to them. We ate their good 
watermelons, weighing from ten to fifteen pounds each, and 
stretched ourselves on our mattresses with the same feeling 
of security as if we had been protected by massive walls and 
pieces of heavy artillery. Our tranquillity, however, was 
soon disturbed. The report of a gun, fired a few pa«es from 
the tent I was sleeping in, followed by a groan and a noise 
like somebody plunging into the water, aroused me. . This 
was a robber, they said, who was approaching our camp and 
15* 
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had been wounded by one of the ba'(h bo^oukf ii 1 who had 
sought safety bytakug to the iiTer There ivds nothing 
e\traoidmarj in thi', nor anything very akrming bnt that 
which did not fad to excite some disagreeable sensation was 
to see the biown visage of one of the ten biotheis sho\ it 
self at my tent door lud ask me with the greatest coolness 
if a bill had entered my tent No I rej lied certainly 
not 01 I shoull not havR waited fur the sccoi d one The 
bashi 1 ozouk iid not notice n^ lE hnn or bnt (ongritulating 
h mselt on the result of his mquirj made me a low bow and 
returned t hsjo t leiving me I mu=t confess somewhat 
d'^oncerted But a seond lejort anl a second grain 
neaier \y and a moie panful one ti an the fi I socn 
absorl el my attent on I was already up and abont to go 
outtodeto acertaiiwhat hal happened when I heatd the 
woid U od repeatbd by scTenl voices aiounl me On step- 
pmg fr m my tent I f u id eveiy thinf, n eonfus on and d a 
order the guar Is were running heie an 1 there mik ng the 
greatest possible u[.roar aid sweai ng bj Mahomet that a 
whole Vand of brjgandi, wfrn wDundt.1 aid Ijmg lathed 
in gore on the grounl omcwhere about the camp A 
black form had been seenmcviig toward my tent by eich of 
the bashi bozouks and all hid fired at oncL groans were 
then distinctly heard and all waf silent but all agreed 
m asserting that nobody had e caj nd and that the tv onn le 1 
more oi less weie poi lively conceiled m our camp Never 
in my hfe bhill I foi^et this cene le of my servants was 
mnmng toward the bridge as fast i hi legs cd li ctnv 
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him, his back supporting tlirte or fonr enormous stones, un- 
der whicli he believed himself protected from balls as if 
behind a breastwork ; it was with some difQculty that he 
was brought to renouuco his odd cuirass, and his proposed 
place of refuge under the bridge. Beginning to suspect 
that the story of the wounded robber was somewhat apociy- 
phal, I was about to reenter my tent and go to sleep again, 
when my foot struck against a big bulldog which had fol- 
lowed me from my farm, and which daring my journey had 
always monnted guard wherever I happened to be sleeping. 
This dog, hitherto umnentioned, deserves particular notice. 
He was a native of Ciaq-Maq-Oglou, and had belonged to 
a neighbor of mine, a Turkish peasant. After my arrival in 
Asia Minor, and the first night I passed, on my estate, this 
capricious animal appeared and assumed the part of sentinel 
over me, remaining on duty till the following day. From 
this time forth his master lost all authority aad mfluence 
over him ; he would call him and offer him choice bits of 
food ; he would beat him, collar him and chain him, bat in 
vain ; the dog had adopted ihe strangers, and would permit 
neither his master nor any cattle belonging to him to cross 
the bounds of their own territory, or to intmde one of their 
feet upon my premises. The mtst olKtinate of the two car- 
ried the day, and of course the dog remained. Accordingly, 
when I set out for Jerusalem this dog faithfully followed me, 
always mounting guard at my side, growling, showing his 
teeth, and doing something more to all who approached me 
nnadrisedly. Finding him in my way, then, this night, as X 
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wa? al it ti CI tpr my tsnt I patted iii ht d «ti d ! qcl md 
bid hini tood mght bat on withdiawing my hanl I felt it 
wet dud latliei sticky The truth fla hed upon mj mud at 
once I found oip of the fiithful animals ]cj,s pieiced w th 
a I all n s was the br gand chief Bte^hng -^rouiid mi tent 
tnd a -Rh m tie Ijashi bozoiib, carbines had ] een ds 
chaiged Pool JackJ (this is the dug'', name foi which 
I am not lesponsible) uttered I ut one groan md whilst 
the Hood «as lummg crawled to take his place as 
nsual bv my ide I confess that this unaccnstomtd de 
^wumert excited my angei against the ten brothers I told 
them with some degree of aspentj to ^jare their powder 
nntil theyweie sure of not nsmg it against thcr fiiends 
They excu ed themselves on ateount of the dangei to which 
they were constantly subjected, and the necessity sometimes 
of changing from the defensive to the offensive. " If," said 
one of them to me with a half-repentant, half-grumbUng air, 
" if we were always to wait till the brigands killed us before 
firmg on them, our father would long ago have had no sons 
and our captain no soldiers." 

I had DO reply ready at the moment, but contented myself 
with dressing the dog's wound ; after which r a third time 
entered my linen domicile. I had given a piece of advice in 
a fit of ill-humor, which advice it would have been well for 
them to have followed. A third report soon disturbed me 
again, and this time I only shrugged my shoulders and turned 
over in ray bed, fully satisfied that nothing would vex the 
bashi-bozouk more than to appear to treat their exploits 
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witli indiftereuce But alai ' this t mp the poui Lrcatuirs 
neie but littk connious of tlie piomptm^s at Tinity Tlie 
door of my tent was suddenly drawn I'n&e, lad tie oldest 
of the blotters a handsome young fellow, with a more cop- 
peiy tmt thin Arab blood calls for with eyes -sometimes 
gleammg like the stars again dull like those of an opium 
eater, his. fotm lank ind slender moving witk that ledun 
dant lassitude nhich betrays in Afucan ougm ruahed 
in as pale as death and bo choked with emotion that 
he was lor some instants unable to utter a word the mus- 
cles of his jaws finally lelaxed when he stammered out, m a 
low sobbing voice I have killed my brother 1" I confess 
that mj blood ran cold Whatever bad opinion I enter 
tamed of Arabs m general and of the basihibozouk m 
particular there was something m the actions and tone of 
voice of this poor fellow which afforded too evident signs of 
a genuine despair, and which prevented any suspicion of an 
attempt to impose on me, whatever might be the circumstance 
that produced it. I had, moreover, too recent proofs of the 
ten brothers' lack of skill as marksmen not to indulge a hope 
that the corpse might possibly revive. Alas I Uke my poor 
dog, he proved to have been the victim of a mistake, and 
what astonishes me is, that the ten brothers had not already 
killed each other twenty times over, conddering their dispo- 
sition to ferret about all night long and fire at every object 
that moved around them. My hope, which however I dared 
not express, was soon realized, the victim himself appearing 
at the door of the tent, supported by two of the brothers. 
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The unlucky marksman, when he saw him, threw himself at 
his feet, elasped his knees and then his neck, and demanded 
pardon with torrents of tears, which I could not but deem 
sincere. The sufferer looked very badly ; he «as paler than 
his brother, and st;«med ready to faint, and was unable to 
utter a word ; bnt his two supporters, less frightened and 
better informed on the state of things than either, turned to 
me and begged me to examine the wuund and dress it, and 
inform them as to its magnitude and the probaljle danger 
from it, which I did with the greatest cheerfulness I per- 
ceived, tu my great satisfaction, that the victim wonld escape 
with what I should call a fieratch, if it were aot that I dis- 
liked to terminate so tragic an incident with snch a common- 
place deaouTMnt. Bnt truth is mighty, and I must be 
faithful to it, even at the sacrifice of dramatic interest. I 
was almost tempted to believe myself an accomplished 
snrgeon, for scarcely had I applied some bandages to the 
wound, dipped in water and vinegar, and assured the patient 
that lie would uot eat his breakfast the nest day with 
less appetite than nsual, when his pallor and neiTousness 
entirely disappeared. As to the murderer, he burst forth 
into such transports of delight, that for a moment I feared 
for his reason ; he stamped about the tent, leaping over the 
mattresses, chests and bags that lay about it, beating his 
hands and uttering cries as diverse and discordant as those 
of the jackal. Pinally, he became calm, when I declared to 
him that the wounded man needed repose. The truth is, I 
needed it myself quite as much. The brothers retired en 
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masse. I doubt if all the rnbhers nf Araliistan combiECil 
coalJ tiiat night hare obtained the compliment of a fourth 
guQ-shut from the hand of either of thebe ten brothers. I 
was none the less fearful, IiuweTer, for all that, for I began 
to regard the zeal of my defenders as the principal annoy- 
ance of my situation. I finally obtained a few minutes' 
repose ; but day had scarcely begun to dawn when we were 
obliged to remount onr horses. 

More than four hours still separated us from Hama, and 
the son not allowing an interral as long as usual to elapse 
after its first appearance before it developed its customary heat, 
we were almost roasted indeed whea the town of Hama and 
its Terdant iaclosure came in sight. Wc had been travelling 
thus far in a district as arid as the most arid districts 
of Arabia ; naked rocks and plains of burning sand sur- 
rounded us on every side. From the top of a little eminence 
we conld detect a considerable mass of rooks, apparently 
fallen from the sky and piled up helter-skelter in the deep 
hoUow which might be supposed to be produced by their 
fall. This hollow, however, was simply the bed of the 
stream on the banks of which, concealed by this chaos of 
hu^ stones, the town of Hama is constructed. Several of 
om- Bostan brothers accompanied us ; they found some way 
of informing their fattier of their and our arrival, and we 
saw him approaching to meet us, mounted upon a beautiful 
Arabian, richly caparisoned, and bearing in his arms, whe- 
ther the eleventh, twentieth or the hundredth of his children 
I know not, but a handsome child, six or seven years old. 
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wiom his older brethren received as Benjamin doubtless waa 
received by Keuhen, Simeon, lasachar, etc., when Jacob 
their father stood by and before he lost his eyesight. This 
patriarchal captain tendered us, on the part of the governor, 
the residence of the latter, and several others as we might 
select. But we knew too well the valno of a cool, starry 
night, on the banks of an. attractive river, to accept either. 
Wc begged him in return to indicate some agreeable tamp- 
ing ground on which we might pitcli our tents. The favor 
was readily granted, and before reaching the city we found 
ourselves freely entering a garden by the roadside, in which 
we found clover for our animals, and grass, and a multitude 
of fmits, Each as figs, melons, pomegranates, and oranges, 
not to mention quantities of vegetables for ourselves. We 
stipulated with the gardener to pay him a certain sum for 
his garden and its productions, the whole to bo entirely at 
our disposal for a certain number of days, and in a few 
moments our tcuts were up under the most luxuriant trees, 
our horses were let loose in the clover-field, and baskets 
filled with the most exquisite fruit were placed within reach 
of our hinds And then, our eyes drooping in spite of our 
selves, undei the doable influence of pist fitigue and 
present eomfoit, the captain and his numerous offspring 
dLscieetly left na, promising to letum soon, begging us 
meanwhile to cnn'ader them as our veiy humble and deiotcd 
Kervants. 

You do not know, my fortunate friend, bom and brought 
up as you are under the meridian of Paris, what a slumber 
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prodmd b, aauhe hat i.. M.y jou erer rtm.in la 
ignorance of it, and maj I, too, torget it 1 In a great 
degree it re«inl)te the sleep of a fever, only tljis gmrallj 
pteeedeB and accompanies the end of a crisis, and if the sleep 
itself be painfal, the a.akening ont of it is at least pleasant, 
as well as the few momenta that come before it j bnt the 
sleep which I describe to jo« begins, eontmnes, and ends in 
the same agony. Ton fall asleep with yonr fa«c drlppmg 
with perspiration, your breathing oppressed, your veins 
throbbing, swollen, and painful, and your desh irritable, as it 
it would repel everything that touches it. Thus do yon con- 
tinue sleeping, provided the prostration caused by your ex- 
hausted strength, and ah these painful accompaniments, de- 
serve the name of sleep ; and so do jou find jouraelf on 
awaking, yonr face still perspiring, your lungs still ga-piiig, 
and your blood still boihng in yonr distended veins. This 
short sleep doe. not refresh you ; it has given you neither 
strength nor patience to support the trials that await you ; 
it has not even interrupted or abridged jont snfering ; It has 
com. upon jon as one of the symptoms of a malady which, 
like all its other symptona, 11 is hnpossiUc to resist. Ton 
long for It, because, when sulfenng, jou easUj persuade your- 
self that you would snler less by change of situation ; yon 
awaken out of it with regret, because yon suffer en hnding 
you are awake ; whether yon desire it or whether you regret 
it it doe. you no good, as you are no belter off after it a 
oier than you were before Jon fell into it. It was one of 
these morbid, stupefied states that we all succumbed to when 
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tile father and hia cohort of sons left us, and none of us 
showed any disposition fo stir before sunset. 

This garden at Hama wa=, nevertheless, a delig-htful spot. 
How graceful the trees on the river's hank, inclining thfir 
flowing brauehes and bathing tiemseiyes in its waters I How 
silent the flow of the deep stream as it rolled on between the 
dark slopes that inclosed it I How beautiful the diverse 
trees that Uttle spa^e produced, with its full display of the 
beauties of untrammelled nature ! How strong and yet how 
tender the sighs which the passing breeze evoked from the 
myriad leaves and the woven branches that commingled with 
tliem I The sun had disappeared, and with it the thou'-and 
tortures of the climate, and all sounds of human life had 
ceased, when I seated myself among the reeds which mark the 
transition from the garden to the river ; the hushes and 
branches of the trees trembled under the weight of countless 
birds, which, as they arranged their lodgings for the night, 
filled the air with their melodious and varied concerts ; the 
shadows became every moment deeper and deeper, and the 
starry world above lighted its millions of tapers, and finally a 
fdlvery disk trembled upon the rippling surface, and night was 
at hand. A night in the Orient, that is to say, the interval 
between the last and first moment of two twilights — a 
portion of time we call night, because we do not see clearly — 
a night in the Orient rcqnires another name, or at least a 
commentary. My slight stock of astronomical science pre- 
vents me from giving any explanation on this point, but the 
fact is too constantly before my eyes to allow rae to relegate 
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it to the realm of donbt. The nights of the Orient are 
almost as bright as the dajs of certain countries in Europe- 
Scotland or Ireland, for example ; they are not the nights 
of Italy with their golden stars and a background of dark 
blue, which so dazzle the eye that on bringing it to the earth 
it is unable to decide whether the darkness around is real, or 
whether it arises from the contrast with the radiant ether 
above. The oriental firmament is not of a sapphire color, but 
rather that of the torquoise, especially durmg the night ; an 
infinite transparency seems to attach it to a distant ocean of 
Ught, before which it hangs like a veil ; the stars themselves 
have an indescribable whiteness, quite removed from paleness, 
and relieve upon a sky of the same hue, appearing like a set- 
ting of diamonds on one of those delicate complexions which 
poets compare to alabaster. Bvorythmg is perfectly harmo- 
nions. I am often surprised that the uniformity of tint does 
not efface the distinctions of form. The milky way, for in- 
stance, ought to be absorbed fay a sky of similar hue, and yet 
it appears much more extensive than in our climate ; I have 
sometimes thought it possible to count its stars. From 
whence comes this light so abundantly diffused in space ? It 
comes neither from the moon, nor from the stars, for I have 
admired it when the moon was not visible, and even when a 
thick fog or stormy weather have hidden the stars from 
view ; and yet the light exists and penetrates everywhere. 
It does not resemble the light of day, which renders shadows 
so much blacker by contrast ; on the contrary, it softens 
these, and the landscape under its influence assumes a singu- 
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lar aspect Everj olject !s perceptible to the leeblest eye, 
and at great di5tances it mi^ht be said that the trees pos- 
sessed their own hght latent dnriug the day and si edding it 
during the mght Bntwhat is msie beautiful than all, is 
the effect of then my&terious illmnmation on the surfaces and 
depths of the water In the transparent brightness of night, 
the winding nvei ■v>h ch luns thrragh the valley resembles in 
its whole length a broad silver ribbon^ — not here and there 
reflecting the stars' rays, but its entire mass of water appear- 
ing to be luminons from some nether fire, and contributing 
Still more brightness to the scene, even where its banks are 
covered with bushes and thickets, neither the one nor the 
other casting a spot upon its brilliant surface. I admire it 
as a woiiderful, a strange spectacle, without comprehending it. 
I have heard and read many descriptions of the niglit of the 
polar regions, and of its everlasting twilight ; hut Asia Minor 
is rather more remote from the pole than Paris and Italy, 
and as to its more easterly position, the only eft'ect this could 
produce, as it seems to me, would be an anticipation of the 
sun's rising and setting^ — some minutes, perhaps, in advance 
of Paris, I have no desire, however, to venture on such 
matters, as they are completely foreign to me, and now that 
I have noted the fact, I return to my journey. 

Thus iar I had travelled quite comfortably. Tt has often 
been a matter of surprise to me, the horror which some 
strong-minded people entertain of such journeys ; so far as I 
am concerned, I prefer to pass some hours every day on the 
back of an excellent horse, with which I have contracted a 
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genuine, solid friendship, rather than coop mjself up in a box, 
and not lea¥e it night or day for a fortnit^ht. But certain 
tribulations, till then unknown, awaitc.l me between Hama 
and Aleppo, and if the comforts of the diligence wagon or 
postehMse did not occur to my mmd, it is certain that 1 
would have given a great deal to have been within reach of 
CTcn the vilest inn. Close to an inn I might have fonnd 
a Tillage, and in the village people to aid me, and after a few 
villages, I might have found a town, in which everything 
that I so ardently desired would not have been wantmg 
to me. 

"What happened, then, and why this change ? 
1 was surrounded by the Rick, by people seriously ill, 
whose lives might have been considered in danger m any 
place, but whose danger was incomparably greater here on 
this highway in Syria, than anywhere else. At first the 
soldier's old mother "cried herself into a bilions fever" — to 
make use of a locution which is not French. She was saf- 
fering under the effects of a raging fever, which fortunately 
rendered her unconscious of her condition, and also of her 
griefs. But while contrihuting to keep her in ignorance of 
her illness, her unconsciousness did nut make her any better ; 
it was necessary every morning to place her on the mule, 
to tie her fast, and then every evening to hft her off and lay 
her on a mattress, whilst on both mule and mattress she 
remained in the same state of insensibility. But the poor 
old woman's malady was only the least of my troubles. My 
kavas Mnstapha, who had followed me from Ctesarea, 
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wounded himself iu attemptiug to raise a heavy burden, and 
a horseback-ride, undei suLh ciicumstances, was assuredly the 
strangest liind of a regimen that could be prescribed for him. 
And yet what could be done ? Abandon him to the charity 
of the Arabs ? They would have first despoiled him of 
everything he possessed, beginning with his horse and finish- 
ing with the last shred of his garments, and afterwards would 
probably haye allowed him to die in a ditch. He himself 
comprehended his situation so well that he often urged us to 
qaicken our jiace, although at other times, when overcomo 
with pain, he would let him'-elf glide from his horse to the 
ground, and burying his face iu the sand, would eselaim : 
" Kill me htxe, I can go no further !" His despair on these 
occasions abated with the intensity of the pain, and ho would 
then remount his horse, manifesting s^in that aspect of 
passive resignation, which never abandons the faithful Mus- 
sulman But my patienbi were not all Mussulmans, and they 
did not all find consolation f'^r their misfortunes in uttering 
the Hick AUah '. or Mash Allah ' One of my travelling 
compauiona, a fellow-countryman, who accompanied me in 
the capacity of pharmadeu, was seized on the day of our 
departure from Hama with an intermittent fsver which 
occurred daily, and which was complicated with an inflam- 
mation of the Mver. Every motion the horse made produced 
an intolerable pain in his side ; and yet we had to persevere, 
in order to reach Aleppo, for there only could we hope to 
obtain the conveniences necessary for effecting his recovery, 
such as a room, bed, physician, and adequate medicines. It 
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was accordingly at the head of this melanclioly caravan that 
Ijoaruejed foi six dajs between Hama and Aleppo, with 
the heat in the shade at 105 degrees FahreDheit, and always 
marrhng in the sun. The country continued arid and 
scoiLhed with the exception of the land in the vicinity of the 
T llagei which was covered with the richest vegetation. For 
some tune these phces of refuge against the intense heat were 
s tuated on the herders of a large river, the name of which I 
did not know and which I learned only by accident was the 
same Orontts that I had crowed at Antioch. Our kaUrdj 
had lost 1 hoise cr rather it had heen stolen from him, at 
Damascus and he had aJways flattered himself that he 
would yet recover it, for he had good reasons to think that 
the robber would not follow the same road as ourselves. He 
did, in fact, recognize the horse in a khan at Hama, and, 
enchanted with his discovery he addressed himself at once to 
the authorities to obtain justice This was the en I of his 
htpes anl illusions too the Mus uhnan law proceeds 
ace rding to oith" ind witnei, es my kiterdj swore that tie 
horse was his 1 ut the rubbei swoie that the hoi e bel nged 
legitimately to limself because h lad ownel hm a nnmVer 
of 3 ears My katei dj was tl en calle 1 on to i roduce hb vi it 
nesf^s— not witnei^bes to afiirm that they knew the horse to 
belong to him but witnesses who saw the robbery One 
smgle witness would not have snfBced ind it is not to be 
presumed that the robber would have executed hi. robbery 
in the presence of more than one witness And yet there 
was no doubt that with time and money my Uteidj would 
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have found the number of witnesses necessaiy to enable him 
to rccoTcr his horse ; and again there was no doubt hut that 
the robber, on his side, would have presented just as many 
to prove that he had purchased the horse several years 
before in a part of the world where the katerrtj had never 
been seen. How the trial would have terminated, I do not 
know ; it is probable that the two parties would have spent 
more money than the horse was worth, and that ho who 
spent the most, would win the cause. But this supposition 
was not snbjected to proof, owing to my refusal to prolong 
my stay at Hama indefinitely, that is to say, until the ren- 
dition of a verdict ; so shedding tears most copiously, the 
unfortunate muleteer abandoned his horse, and continued his 
course, or rather mine. His regrets were bitter, as he had 
no way to console himself, but to vent them in improvisation. 
I was reclining on the hanks of this nameless river the first 
night after my departure from Hama, when I heard a coai'se, 
falsetto voice uttering in a monotonous tone a recitative 
analogous to that of the Gregorian chant, and substantially 
in the following words; "Once 1 was a great man (Sejujt 
Adani) ; I possessed twelve horses, and every time I returned 
from my journeys, I brought back to Antioch my pockets fall 
of beaatiful good piasters. But misfortune has seized me ; 
my animals have fallen ill, I have tried to cure them, 
and have caused their death ; in order to replace them, 
I bought valueless hacks at an exorbitant price, which 
did not last the season through. I soon found I had only 
nine horses, then seven horses, then fonr, then three, and 
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now the best of tlic three is stolen. Oh what can I do 
now 1 What can I do better than cast myself into this 
running water here at my feet, and saffer it to beax me on 
to the end of my jonrney ! Alas, alas I poor Mohammed — 
what will the people of Antioch say when they see thee 
borne to their city on the waves of their river ? They will 
say. There is a man who was once a great man ; he possessed 
twelve horses, then nine, etc. (here followed a repetition of 
the plaint), and now he 1ms lost all, and it is only our river 
which now brings him back to ns." That is the way I 
learned that this river was called the Orontes. 

The river soon ceased to krep us company, and as the vil- 
lages were only situated within reach of a few miserable 
wells, all vegetation disappeared. The houses of the villages 
placed at a distance from the forests were constructed with- 
out framework or roofing, each house presenting a sort of 
cone like a bee-hive, such as are sometimes seen in Switzer- 
land. It is generally afBrmed that the customs and occupa- 
tions of a people are in harmony with their necessities, and 
the same of the conditions in which they find themselves 
relatively to climate, the nature of the soil, etc. ; but the 
conical houses of the Arabs form a terrible exception to this 
law, for if there be a kind of construction ill-adapted to a 
burning clhnate, it is assuredly this one. These little pointed 
mounds, covered with whitewash, acting like refiectors to the 
unfortunate eyes that look at them, seem to he specially 
placed on the arid, burning plain to multiply its surfaces, to 
receive and return the heated atmosphere, and to prevent any 
16 
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of it whatever from being wasted. The verj thought of 
penetrating one of these houses through the low door that 
euf&ces for its entrance, excited in me a kind of suffocating 
sensation. And yet the interior of these huts is not so much 
a furnace as might be imagined. The thicliness of the walls 
and the entire absence of windows estahlishes a wholesome 
boundary line between the outside and inside atmosphere ; 
and what surprises me yet more than the coolness of these 
receptacles, is their cleanliness. 1 explored several of them, 
for henceforward it was beyond hnman endurance to remain 
exposed in the hottest hours of the day without some other 
shelter than the azure sliy. So long as a bush offered itself 
to onr sight, we had chosen it for a refuge, even when we 
were obliged to craw! on our hands and feet to get under it ; 
so long as I could resort to divers expedients — before I 
ed 1 1 f tones on my limbs — I made use of 

th m t p t m the whitened hives of the Arabs ; 

btth dlyhl passed. I now knew what it was 

t h It my If 1 all of my own contrivance, and I 

Id t d y th t tl Arab oven was superior to that. 
It w t tl t m serious appichensions I ventured 

int f th h 1 f r the fiist tune , but if I did not 

fid 1 m f 1 t 1 statues of diamonds, what I did 
fidth p Imqteas much The house was clean, 

ts w tl I wh te Within as they were without ; the 

fl f h 1 p k 1 th, WIS carefullj swept ; a pile of 

m tt ss It d pillowb occupied one corner of the 

m, wh 1 1 m It t d f little ornaments, testiiying to the 
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regular hal-its of the miatei cf thp [iremispi, were 'a=]«ndL 1 
Ott the walla At fir^t theie nas a httle mnroi at the fut 
of whicli two com! = pUi,ed ciosswiae figured as a trophy of 
arms in a panoply, and then an a'^sortment of pipes aecom 
panied with a tobacco-pouch of an Aleppo fabiic and 
embioidered with that taste which diatingaisliea worli': of 
this chaiacter m the Oiient Had a httle table with a 
candlestick and a pau cf BnuffoTs been added it would hive 
anfBted. to class my boats as among the lanovatoia upon 
Arabio soil feome knives poignirds Knees pistoh and 
carbmeb inlaid with lYOiy ind mothei of pearl completed 
this sumptuous collection of fmnitaie Geinlintss especially 
when it IS not a natnnal cliaractenstic is the si^n of an 
elevited and delicate nature Our host in fact was the 
most polished the gentlest and the most benevolent of any 
among the Aiabs I eucounttied He and his old ompimon 
overwhtlmed ns with kind atteut ons offers of serviec and 
melons and what is still more extraordinarj they contented 
themselves Vtifk such compensation as we thought pioper to 
offer them without mikm^ any attempt to hare it increa-^d 
by importunity If aU the occupants ui tlie little huts in 
which we were forced to take shelter duiiiig a portion of the 
day had been fashioned after thi= mode! our pumey would 
not have be n ai arduous as we anticipated , for it was a 
great sitrfaction t) me to see my patients restinir a few 
hours under the protection of a roof in a comparatively coul 
atmosplieie on good matti esses and in a well-" overned qmet 
house where sdence conld be maintamed Bat Arabia of 
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this class are as rare among their species as white blackbirds 
are amoi^ theirs ; we were often compelled to expend as much 
money as words to induce the noisy, curious and brutal crowd 
to move a few paces away from the poor sick ones, whom 
they regarded as a most amusing spectacle. 

The Arabs of the country, situated between Hama and 
Aleppo, belonging for the most part to the great tribe of the 
Ansariens, are notorious for their rapacity and ferocity. 
They inhabit the recesses of the mountains, on which they 
live like scouting parties, eyer on the watch for what is pass- 
ing on the plain below, and when booty is at -hand, rushing 
down to secure it. But these Arabs enjoy no monopoly of 
brigandage. There exists another class of brigands, less 
numerous but still more brutal and cruel, and more dangerous 
because the low country is Ticvcr free of their presence. I 
refer to the Kurdish and Turcoman shepherds, who with 
their innumerable flocks overrun these scanty and meagre 
pasturages. In one forenoon, three days from Aleppo, I 
encountered four divisions of these pasturing armies, each of 
which numbered at least five thousand head, consisting 
of the bmad-tailed blieep and the goats of Judea, with their 
ioDg, pendent ears. Each division, followed and preceded 
by shepherd officers, some on horseback and well mounted, 
and others on foot marching by the tide of their families 
piled on little carta, and accompanied by namcrous and fero- 
cious dogs, were proceeding toward a desert side of this vast 
plain. I met the same day the owner of these flocks. He 
was a wealthy Kurdish lord, mounted on a superb, richly 
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caparisoned liorsc, surrounded by servants on horseback like 
himself, and followed some distance in the rear by his women 
and slaves. He halted a few paces from ns and saluted ns 
with those solemn phrases wHch the orientals so frequently 
employ ; he praised some of my horses, made us admire his 
own, and then continued on with the air of a sovereign vrho 
has deigned to let a few of his precious words fall upon his 
humble subjects. Another day we happened to arrive at a, 
well whilst the shepherds were drawing water for their flocks. 
The scene was a singular one, reminding one very little of the 
shepherds and shepherdesses of the eighteenth century. The 
men were stripped to the flanks, and a kind of apron, modelled 
on the lig-leaf pattern, covered that part of the body only 
which Adam himself did not thmk proper to expose after his 
fall. They surrounded the weU and drew the water from it 
by means of big skins, which they afterwards emptied into 
troughs hollowed out of stones, accompanying the arduuus 
exercise with a coarse, monotonous song, similar to the odd 
recitative which is ascribed to the sorcerers and demons of 
ancient days when they were about to practise their charms 
and enchantments. Here were shepherds and flocks, and we 
were on the confines of Mesopotamia, and yet the scene pos- 
«SEed no Arcadian or patriarchal aspect. We had boldness 
enough to approach this carefully guarded well and to claim 
our portion of the life-giving element, a favor which was 
tacitly granted to us— rather out of contempt, however, than 
throT^h a spirit of benevolence. Other travellers, who fol- 
lowed ns a short distance behind, were not as fortunate as 
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we were for tlicse toiocious bhepherda stnppei] tiiem cim 
pletely and thLii Ijeit them and abindoned thera to their 
unlucky destiny It mmt be stated that these unfortunate 
wayfarers bafl no 'woraen with them the presence of u 
woman alw-n'i actin^; hke a chdrni m the e men hrntal as 
they are 

Our nights passed but little more tianqudly than at Ros 
tan The guards we had taken at Hama wete leih prodigal 
of their aramunitnn thaa the ten bashibozouk brothers but 
robbeisvicre just as numerous m this region as am where 
else We slept ever> night near one of those villages with 
high « ailed inulosures, the aspett of w hii h alone tells more 
of the character of the indigenoas population than whole 
volumes of legends In the da\ time we marched in square 
battalions, and if any one foi^etting himself a moment, 
dropped behind the flight of oui escort made one a«aro 
immediately of the imminent danger that suriounded ua 
Among the inviiida of sui caravin X must not f rg'et the 
wounded dog who wis not the least ill nji the least patient 
His wound became aggiavated by the he^t and the ticrcise 
of ti'ayelling , but all our effjits to make him adopt a less 
pamful system of locomotion were unavailmg We tued in 
vaia to fasten him on a horse, and to shut him up in a basket ■ 
the poor animal broke the cords, overset hia wicker carriage, 
and took to his three legs — soon, however, reduced to two, 
one of them becoming, not long after, as useless as the 
fourth. Jackal would have dropped dead on the road if our 
journey had been prolonged a day more, for he was at the 
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jng h:s sufferings, and, ocoupied only n itb the dangei of bein^, 
separated from his masters, started afresh oa his course, to 
stop only when a new hill and a new valley furnished him with 
a chance to rest and at the same time to keep us m sight. 

It was with most lively satisfa«tdon that I entered Aleppo. 
Perhaps the joy I experienced on finding myself able to pro- 
cure the succor that my patients so much needed had some 
share in the favorable impression which the aspect of this 



city 



; what is certain is, that dui 



sojourn at Aleppo, I sometimes forgot that I was in the 
Orient, And this, in my judgment, and with all deference to 
exelasive admirers of the Orient, is the greatest compliment 
which one can pay 'to an Asiatic town. 
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The situation of Aleppo is by no means as beautiful as 
tliat of Damascus, and otlier cities of Syria. Aleppo wants 
water, Notwitlistanding that tte small river conducted into 
the city suffices for tiie consumption of tlie injiabitants, it 
does not effect tliose astonisiiing metamorphoses of the sur- 
roanding area which are produced by the ahundaut water- 
courses of Damascus, Hama, and the greater portion of the 
Arab villages. The country around Aleppo is almost as 
arid as the desert which divides it from Hamu. Arab indus- 
try, and especiaiiy that of the Greeks and Armenians and 
the Europeans established in Aleppo, has created gardens in 
the suburbs of the city ; hut even these gardens, small and 
carefully tended as they are, do not approach, in the beauty 
of their trees or the freshness of their lawns, the uncultivated 
gardens of Damascus, where nature has done everything. 
Pistachio trees and the tobacco plant form the priacipal pro- 
ducts of the region about Aleppo. Pistachio nuts are very 
dear, and the trees, like the mulberries of Lombardy, con- 
tribute but iittle to the beauty of the landscape. But if the 
s of Aleppo bear no comparison with those of other 
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towns ia Syria, the interior of the city is, on tlie otlier hand, 
infinitely Enperior. Tlie houses, which are almost all huUt 
of stone, are arranged and decorated inside with the same 
display as in the dwellings of Damascus, slightly modified by 
an indescribable something which seems to me Ukc a pale 
reflection of Earopean taste. The gardens, the courts, the 
vestibules, the antechambers, staircases, etc., are kept in a 
state of cleanliness which constantly reminds one of Holland 
and England. There is less granileiir and more of the com- 
fortable in the Aleppo houses tlian in those of Damascus ; 
the saloons arc less spacious but more numerous ; the sleep- 
uig-apartments are less frequent, and if you esamine closely 
yon will find occasional dressing cabinets and one or two 
book-eases. The general distribution of the apartments ia, 
however, the same, the entrance passage being dark and for- 
lorn, the salemlik in keeping with the passage, and the war 
d'honneur, or interior court, used for a saloon or antecham- 
ber, and into which, as usna!, every room in the house leads. 
The streets are incomparably wider, better paved and cleaner 
than anywhere in Syria. The bazaars are not remarkable 
either for taste or propriety ; they are ever the same old 
wooden shops ranged along the two sides of narrow covered 
passages wherein light and abr penetrate most feebly. There 
are, however, in the baaaar-inclosure, two vast khans or 
depots for merchandise, which at the same time serve as inns 
for the foreign merchants. One of them is called the Franli 
khan, and is in fact a kind of square surrounded by fine 
houses belonging to the European merchants,, who have been 
16* 
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est ibLshed foi mauy generati i s i the c t> oi ilp] pc aud 
nho have kept their storPi under the «ame loof witb their 
dwell nars The proi netora of this than form among them 
selves a kind of ar stocracj of tth ch they aie verj pt )ud 
anj with some sliuw of reason Those who compose it are 
ot European oiig n and « hat is bettei they have n t ab 
jnied their tath their name their customs oi the r country 
tc flitter the (.aprice of misteis who may depuve them of 
their wealth oi even to save then- livei at times when the 
blmd and feroaous bigotry of the Mu^uhuan la aroused lu 
a]] its fury I made the acquaiatanee of seveial families 
who although born at Aleppo and ot Altppa iiient jet 
speak their miternal tonL,ue m prefcicnce to any otler 
and who preseive varnu [iclci of furniture male in Eu 
rope these would have been useless to them had they 
adopted oiiental customs bat on the cnntiary the> enable 
them to preserve their own There ire also at Aleppi seve 
ral European merchants who provide European goods at 
very high prices. I had nearly forgotten to add that almost 
all the members of the Frank aristocracy derive their origin 
from Venice and Genoa. I knew also some English families 
domiciled at Aleppo, but these formed a little world by 
themselves, and had nothing in common with the proprietor 
of the Frank khan. 

On account of the many extraordinary stories related to 
me of the Aleppo Button (boil) I had some curiosity to see 
and judge for myself what there was true in them. I could 
scarcely believe, for instance, that every stranger visiting 
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Alejipo and remaining but a short time was subject to the 
stem necessity of a supparation of a year's duration, or that 
he conld carry the germ of a boil in his body several months 
and even several yeanf. I was desirous also of investigating 
the can&e of it. Twenty-four hours passed in Aleppo, eou- 
vinced me of the universality of this malady, for I encoun- 
tered no cue in the streets, or in the houses where I visited, 
who did not exhibit the traces of it in a very disagreeable 
manner. Foreigners established at Aleppo seemed to be 
no more exempt from it than the indigenous inhabitants, 
and, among other victiras, I made the acquaintance of one, a 
Polish colonel, on whose noKc thirteen of the Aleppo buttons 
were then ilourishing. What this nose was before it was 
invaded by this avalanche of boils I know not, but I dare 
affirm i,faat in the year 1853 it was the most extraordinary 
jxom u) either hemisphere. Children at the breast are not 
beyond its reach. This pest generally attacks the face, 
leaving ineradicalDle marks of its ravages. The prevailing 
opinion is that this mahidy is due to the water that supplies 
the town, aud this hypothesis is based on the fact, important 
if true, that every village situated on the little river whose 
waters are diverted from their natural course to irrigate the 
gardens and give the inhabitants of Aleppo diinking water, 
is likewise afflicted with the malady Eeliiblc people assmrd 
me, however, that there exists on the innk^ ot the lame 
river, and withm the limits of the epidemn, t sm^ll tuna 
which is entirely exempt fiom it It leems to me, too, that 
if the water were really at fault in this matter, the evil 
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would bt f,tiU muit. pieTaknt tl m it actually is mce the 
Emtpcans aie Jot all attacked 1 y it There ni^ht mgre- 
over in tlm case be some difteiences to note between those 
■Bho dimk water ouly hke the majciity of Mussulmans 
anl tho^e wli tn the contnii make a lestricted use ol it 
But far tiom this I eing the cise those who mo&t abase 
hquor aie ivoree treated than anybodj else It occaired to 
me that the cause might lie m the pastures and eon^equeotiy 
ID the quahfy of the meat consumed I iccordiiigly ques 
time I the Capuchin fatheis of Aleppo who suppoit them 
selves exclasivelj on fish an 1 vegetableb how they treated 
the epidemic amongst themaeke I learned that with the 
exception of a yonng Geiman monk who n ieebl health 
excluded a vegetable regime and who was consequently 
allowed the use of meat none of the fathers hi I been 
attacked bj it I submit the obsenation to the reader w li 
out attaching much impoi tance to it I c 3i 1 1 w 'ih howet t 
that nioie capable obseiTers and bettei placed thin mybell 
for makng sich leseirche would undeitake them with a 
mind ftec fiom that foiefcone and vaguely accepti-i coi du 
sion which attiibntes exclusively to the water the rosj oi si 
bikty of these '«ored visagea and detcimed nose * 

• As to what oonce na the susceptil il ty and the re epttb I ly {for 
which 1 arba ous te h al tei u I ask indulgen e) of stran^erf and 
eape allj of strangera pass ng thro gh il e c tj I wa acTer It pun 
ished myseli for my inoredul ty We pas ed but one month al 
Aleppo and there we e lou of us who returned Wi n y f i m wo of 
mj travellu g compai iona and mj^elf each had a genu ne Aleppo but- 
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I lodged at Aleppo at the honse of a lady proprietor m 
tte Frank khan, bat temporarily established in another 
quarter of the city, I had a letter to M. Marcopoli, the 
riche&t and most influential banker in Syria, and, thanks to 
him and to my excellent hostess, I found myself in intimate 
relationship with whatever Akppo possesses of beauty, 
amiability, intellect and distinction. 

Among the spectacles provided for me by these new, but 
true and cherished friends, the most interesting were a ball 
and a wedding. The baU took place at the country resi- 
dence of a Frank phyUcian who enjoys an excellent reputa- 
tion, and who succeeded in acquming a handsome fortune at 
the time when the Orient was still a land of pro^gies, and 
when diamonds and rubies rolled of themselves up to the 
feet of aU Europeaas endowed with any ability whatever. 

The company assembled at the residence of Dr. F ■ 

consisted of Christians excbsively, from which you would do 
wrong to conclude that they danced minuets, waltzes, coun- 
try dances, polkas, or any other well-known occidental 
dance. THo, it was still that same eternal dance which I 
witnessed iu Asia Minor, performed by miserable boys dis- 
guised as women, and at Dama&cus by the celebrated 
Kadhoun and Zobeide. The Aleppoites pretend, however, 
to execute those strange figm-es without departing from the 

ton which lasted Ml one year. One of mj Asiatic Armenian domes- 
tics was afterward atUckcd, and he counted as many almost as the 
Polish colonel. 
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strict line of decency. They have succeeded in solving this 
difficult problem, and tho^e present with roe at the doctor's 
ball agreed that the oriental daace was in perfect keeping 
with the instincts of feir.inine reserve and modesty. It 
is true that the dance iteelf does not gain much by this 
somewhat nnnatural alliance. Hitherto I had seen con- 
tortions of the arms and the shoulders only accompanied 
with the fluttering of the thighs, of which no account 
can be made within the confines of propriety The ladies 
of Aleppo have thus wisely suppressed that which forins 
the body and soul of the oriental dance, and not having 
pushed matters far enough to substitute something better, 
the oriental dance is about reduced to a nullity. The entire 
merit of the darisenK consists of an imperceptible movement 
of the font, the point of which never penetrates outside the 
clouds of drapery belonging to the long skirts and ample 
trowsers. The title of perfect dancer is nevertheless one of 
eager ambition, and on this occasion, the prize was awarded 
to a respectable and very amiable matron of the mature age 
of ninety-one years, who, I was informed, had never found her 
equal since she first began to shake her feet m this manner 
The wedding occurred a few days after the ball, and the 
fSte lasted from morning until the commencement of the fol- 
lowing day. The two spouses had never seen each other, 
although both had passed beyond the years of discretion. 
As their families were among the wealthiest and most promi- 
nent of Aleppo, and as their rehitives comprised about all the 
Christians of the city, the assembly was a very numerous 



i.y Google 



A WEDDINei MAMNER8 OP THE BErDE. 316 

one and the toilets dhplaved on the oecaaon surpassed any 
thing that the imn^mation can conceive of Having no 
room in inj carpet bag fu an> hut trivelhng dresses I wis 
obhgei in order n t t) appear as a blot on tins brilliant 
canvas f accept my h stesa offer and exchange for one day 
my plam long siiit for the comphcated habdiments of a 
feyrian lady — expansive trouacrs diess open on tlie fiont 
back and sides the corsage ovci this the fez and blue tulle 
haodkeichief aionnd the head diamond clasps pearl neck 
laees etc etc We repau-ed hrst to the brdea lebidence 
who kept herself in a saloon surroonded by her relatives and 
young companions in fiochi , taking oni position m this cir 
ele we received oni share of the preserves coffee sherbet 
and pipes which the lidiee of the mansion circulated abont 
constantly anaiting meanwhile the arrival of the lelatives 
and friends of both sexes on the bridegroom's side, ail like- 
wise in full costume, and who were to come to conduct the 
jiam^ to her new residence, "Until their arrival, the bride 
reroained bnried among the cushions of the divan in one cor- 
ner of the apartment, and with her face turned towards the 
wall ; when the honr of departure was announced, the mother 
and sisters cast a thick veil over her, and next, getting her 
to turn aronnd, they assisted her in descending from the 
divan, and then began the ceremonies of leave-taking, which 
I found truly affecting. "With us, no consideration is given 
to the anguish which a young girl experiences on leaving the 
paternal roof, and those with whom the happy hours of her 
chUdhood were passed. In Asia, on the contrary, the pain of 
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this separation lias its expression in the solemn ceremonies of 
leave-taking. The father, mother, sisters, brothers, and ser- 
vants of the bride repair to their places in that part of the 
bouse usually occupied by them, and there they await her 
who is aboat to leave them ; and then, followed by the 
infited ladies, she enters the various apartments in succession, 
shedding tears, almost always sincere, as she passes along, 
and embraces the cherished beings from whom she is about 
to sever herself. The two families aft«r this mingle together 
to accompany the bride to the bridegroom's dwelling. They 
strew flowers before her, along the stairways and in the 
court ; but the door is found to be shut and barricaded, and 
the kinsmen of the young girl seem to be opposed to her de- 
parture, whilst those of the bridegroom feign a disposition to 
barst them open and bear the bride away. The victory, as 
may be supposed, is declared beforehand, and the concourse 
proceeds silently on and in good order to the husband's man- 
sion. The approach and the arrival of the bride are an- 
nounced by the shriekings of female musicians hired for the 
occasion, who are placed in the foremost court. The mother 
of the groom rushes to meet her new daughter, and receives 
her in her arms, and then leads her on into the interior of 
the gfnceceum, the female apartments, to add sach jewelry and 
ornaments to her attire as herself and the nearest relatives of 
the groom have prepared for her. Again refreshments are 
served, with croaking songs, and the feet of dancers are set in 
motion, until the arrival of the bishop. The altar is composed 
of a table arranged in the conrt, and covered with a carpet. 
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The bride remains constantly veiled, accompanied and sup- 
ported by a multitude of women, vtho, with the exception of 
the bridesmaid, stand aloof ; the latter alone follows her to the 
altar. The groom, on his side, is preceded by a groomsman, 
who places himself between his principal and the bishop. 
The ceremony consists of several prayers, nttered m Arabic, 
an exchange of rings, several evolutions executed in turn fay 
bridegroom and bride, and in the nse of certain mystic orna- 
ments which are repeatedly placed on the heads of the two 
parties. The groomsman and his opposite play a very impor- 
tant part in the ceremony, for they serve as interpreters and 
ministrants between the bishop and the contracting parties, 
and execute in advance all the movements enjoined upon 
their principals. The ceremony termine.ted, the wife is led 
into the saloon, where her veil is removed, and she is loaded 
with all the ornaments she is able to carry ; this done, her 
consort is summoned, and he for the first time beholds the 
woman to whom he has bound himself, pledging himself to 
love her faithfnlly for the remamder of bis life. I examined 
attentively the phyaognomy of the hnsband, at this critical 
moment, and not without some degree of uneasiness, for 
he was not of the most prepMSessing order ; but whether it 
was the contagious effect of general gaiety and satisfaction, or 
the Ubationa which, since our arrival, I saw him so frequently 
indulge in ; or whether he was one of those favored mortals 
who have never known the tyranny of beauty ; or, finally, 
whether be anticipated something worse,— at any rate he 
appeared to me to be radiant with delight. 
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The revelry conf.inuecl into an advanced hour of the night, 
but 1 can make no further report of it, for I withdrew the 
moment the veil dropped from the wife's features, and I had 
assured myself of the sentiments of her lord. 

The Mussalmaa authorities of the city treated me in a 
very handsome manner. Aleppo possesses a civil and a mili- 
tary pasha. The former dispatched people in search of ice 
in the Diarbekir, because he heard that I had sought for it 
in vain throughout Aleppo. I called to thank him for his 
kindness, but the poor old man was ill, and to ill that the 
following morning he died. Tliis death caused a groat ex- 
citement, and some attnbuted it to the malevolenec of the 
Mussulman priesthood, who were incensed at the numerous 
marks of sympathy manifested by this pasha for the Chris- 
tians. Eis military colleagne seemed not to be intimidated 
by HO sad a fate, for he sent his son on a complimentary visit 
to invite me to a garrison review which he had ordered iu 
my honor. -You mnst not forget that with all the orientals 
cognizant of my position as an exile, I passed for a female 
warrior, in short, an Amazon. Tiie little admiration which 
snch a character inspires in me, has more than onue impelled 
me to reject this martial repute ; hut all my denials of it 
have been ascribed to modesty, and perhaps to some secret 
prudential motive not open to their judgment. I ended 
then by acLeptmg the part assigned me, contenting myself 
with maintammg <iilence whenever any warlike exploits were 
alluded to But never, as at Aleppo, have I been treated 
as an actual general, which was the ease the day I repaired 
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to the residence of tie military pasha. On entering the 
vast court in front of his palace, the entire body of 
troopa, drawn up ia admirable order, presented arms, an 
honor to which I responded— I cannot state it without 
blnshing', perfectly ridiculous as it was ; but what could I 
do P — by executing the military salute as well as my memory 
allowed me. Having entered the pasha's reception hal!, and 
taion my position at a window on the side of it, the troops 
filed past us to the sound of fair military music, mating, 
as they passed under the window, the customary salu- 
tations. I shall not soon forget the covert look which the 
pasha now and then bestowed on me, and tLe air with which 
be quietly interrogated me as to the opinion I had formed 
of his troops (indeed I had formed none at all), of their 
equipment, their mantEuvres, the manner in which they were 
brought into line, and their execution of the right or left side 
movement every time they came to one or the other angle 
of the court. There were afterwards several other evolu- 
tions whjeh 1 praised highly, although quite incomprehensible 
to me. When the troops retired the conversation turned on 
horses. Here I was on more familiar ground, and I ex- 
pressed my admiration freely for the Arabian race, which 
seemed to give the pasha very great pleasure. He smiled 
and regarded his counsellors with an air of satisfaction and 
with a look of mystery which puzzled me. The mystery, 
however, was soon cleared up. A groom appeared ia the 
court, leading by a halter one of the prettiest of cote, born 
in his excellency's stable. The curvets and the prancing, I 
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might almost say tlie fan, which this charming little animal 
indulged in before us, hnrpassed anything I can give jou an 
idea of. In eliort, whi-n the pasha saw that mj admiration 
had reached the point he desired, he said to me, "Your 
daughter will not pain me by refusing this sonvenir of mc ?" 
I might indeed have declined it over and OTcr again, but it 
was impossible, for it was evident that my refusal would 
have pained the donor. The next morning the pretty colt 
was brought to my lodging, and he still forms at the present 
day one of the glories of ray stable 

One of my invalids had rei-overed the otbei could not 
because he rejected every mei ban cal aid tin, [Insicim pro 
posed to him ; but be snffere 1 less and felt aa if he could 
support the motion of a horse At> to my dog nhiuh had 
been on the brink of the grare he now scarcely even limped 
The time for departure arrived and it Wii with a heavy 
heart that I once more bid adieu to tiiends — new ones it la 
true, but faithful and devoted one^ and whom I should pio- 
hably never behold again. It i sweet to one who v its a 
great city for the first time not to ieei him elf a stranger lu 
the midst of strangers ; but as the bpst of thmgs here below 
have their reverse side, the grief wh h one experences on 
quitting a place unknown a month before deserves to be 
taken into consideration. Why foim ties ishich mubt neces 
sai'ily be broken in the space ot a few days — is nit the oi"ci 
dental system the most prudent one ? 

I have neglected to make menticii of the mannfai-tures of 
Aleppo. They are declining and have betn dLclmiUg bince 
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the Swias operators nndertook to flood the Orient with 
printed imitations, and the operators of Lyons with newer 
and cheaper brocades and satina than indigenous prodaetions. 
At one of the soirees where I was present I remarked a num- 
ber of dresses bearing the marks of a European origin. The 
women of the lower clisses we^i nothmg hut Swiss imiti 
tions of Eastern fabnes The sale of oiiental stuffs becom 
ing more and more re'itneted every dij the manufactures of 
the country cannot compete with imported manufactures 
either in respect to the perfection of fabnes or to their 
cheapness. There aie no m^emous designers no fashionable 
young lady to invent new patterns and eomhmatnns and 
force them into acceptance by the mass. Everything in the 
Orient proceeds at the same slow pace, j'ust as it did yester- 
day, and just as it did a century ago ; always the same asso- 
ciations, the same methods, the same patrons. The women 
of the Orient, who, like other women, are impelled by a love 
of change, grow weary of familiar things and seek variety 
elsewhere. Every year some twenty or thirty parties aban- 
don their business ; some European store takes the place of 
an Arab or Turkish shop. This is unfortunate, for the stuffe 
of Damascus, Aleppo, and Broussa always have had and 
still have then- peculiar merits, and if this continues they will 
one day disappear— and a very great pity it will be. 

I visited also at Aleppo a Innatie asylum, or what is 
called such in this country. I entered a kind of dingy, dirty 
court, in which there was no hoase visible, hut on the left 
hand side, in the midst of some rubbish and large stones 
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scattered about, three or four cells tiollnwed out of a staml- 
ing \iall, or rather out of the ground behind it, in front of 
which a wall had beea constructed. A heap of straw- 
formed the entire furniture of these cells, at that time 
Gutenanted. I asked the keeper how the patients were 
treated, and what were the necessary conditions of admissioa 
and discharge. His answers were as categorical as they 
were satisfactory. They received such patients into the 
establisliment, as were sent there by their relations ; they 
were sent because some santon or other is buried on this spot, 
and because the proximity of hie ashes is a sovereign remedy 
for eraziness. The treafmcnt of the patients consists in 
placing them on the santon's tombstone, which remedy, 
repeated several times a day for three days, rarely fails to 
produce the required effect. The patient who, during these 
three days, is fastened down on a litter of straw, without 
seeing anybody, and (.ubjected to a very meagre diet, gene- 
rally declares himself c d 1' w rd is taken for it and he 
is restored to his 1 t if he furnishes too demon- 

strable prffhm aid he is brought back will- 

ingly or nnwll £.Jy mt th b m of his family. After 
these expl t u I lul d th t the object of this estab- 
lishment w t t fF d a.yhm for people who have 
lost their n 1 t w mply tended to give them the 
inestJmabl [ 1 c; f at th mselves a certain specified 
time on a miraculous slab covering the remains of one of 
those exemplary men snch as I encountered in the streets 
of Damascus. This establishment, such as it wag, is, so far 
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OS I know, the only one of the kind in Syria, and its cells 
are often empty. Ton must not conclude from this that 
there are no maniacs in Syria. I was personally acquainted 
with more than one, but the establishment at Aleppo did 
not seem to attract them to it. 

My journey began again under nnfavorable auspices. 
Scarcely had I left Aleppo when one of my Arab mares wa^ 
seized with a violent griping, which resisted every medicar 
ment, and which carried her off in a very few houra. Two 
months before she had given birth to a pretty colt, which, 
from this moment, I considered as if already lost. It was 
necessary to carry the colt along by main force, so deter- 
mined was she not to quit the last remams of her mother ; 
when we had removed her, she began to tremble and to 
groan, and I do not know but she even cried. But what 
Mtonished me mMit was to see the charity and sympathy of 
another of my mares ; she drew the little orphan to her 
side, ky down by her to warm her, and finally shared her 
milk with her own and the bereaved colt. And this was 
not merely a passing show of compassion ; so long as the 
good mare could furnish a drop of miik her adopted daughter 
always received her portion ; and the latter comprehended 
so well that she owed her life to the generosity of her bene- 
factrera, that she became more attached to her than to her 
own mother, and still, to-day, now that she is full grown, 
never wanders away from her side. I believe she will take 
care of her, will nurse her in her old age as never yet mare's 
offeprjng cared for the mother that bore her. 
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On the day following the death of my horse, I went to 
pass the evening at the residence of a Turcoman sheik who 
was governor ot a [ rovmce which predatory Aral a weie in 
the habit of laying waste and on «hom tie government 
seemed to base large eakulations foi the regenerati n f the 
country Rich anl mtnllgeit and ailed to tin, pnncpal 
peiBcnagosof the distiict of Marasli a sort of nurserj Icr 
the biigands ivho infested the piovince ii d ailed in his 
projects and efforta by a brother as rich anl a^ influent al as 
Limseif the new governor hod already constmcted nume- 
rous vill^es and hid hid fields cultivated all of wh ch he 
engaged to defend igainst the Arab His welcome was 
of tl e mo t flattei ng description and the hand'iome sheiL 
even went so far as to ffter me the cl) k h wore wl Oi 
was made of a I ebanm ilk of great migmflccni.e I vas 
careful however not to afcept t Th s k ndness lid mt 
protced iltogether from a di interested mot ve f r the sheiks 
brother snffered fi'om indigestion, and my medical skill had 
to be put under contribution for his benefit. The patient 
did not appear to me to be seriously affected ; he was sim- 
ply laboring under an attack of nausea which he endeavored 
to remove by one of the most primitive of methods, and one 
much in fashion in the Orient, namely, by thrusting his fin- 
gers as far and as often as he could down his throat. I 
thought an emetic would answer better, and I administered 
a light one, keeping in mind the fact that Asiatic stomachs 
are unaccustomed to every sort of medicament. But this 
slight dose produced effecte which I was far from anticipating, 
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and which, if it did not endanger the life of the siclf man, 
l)erhaps imperilled my owe. Almost every one knnws the 
disagreeable sensations which follow the operation of an 
emetic, and nobmij that I know of is disquieted liy it ; but 
the two brothers were inexperienced in sncli matters, and the 
ordinary trouble had scarcely begun to make itself felt whoa 
they were seized with despair, and resorted to the most 
absurd expedients in order to put an end to the distress 
occasioned by it. They crammed the patient with coffee, 
wine, brandy and ice-water, and, the dibtress only increasing 
under such a treatment, they again applied to me, not to 
have me cure the patient, but to get me to deliver him from 
the sensations which I had caused him. It was in vain that 
I assured the two brothers that the suffering was only tem- 
porary, and that it would soon give place to quiet and 
health ; I protested in vain that I enuld not, without dif&- 
eulty, interfere with the progress of an emetic ; but neither 
brother, the sound man less than the other, would believe 
me. " It is you who have brought my brother to this con- 
dition," said the sheik to me ; " relieve hun, I conjure yon, 
if yon have any pity in your breast I" It wa';^ touching 
appeal, undoubtedly, but still more embarrassing ; for I must 
confess I did not really know how to arrest the efi'eets of the 
previous ind^estion and of the succeeding emetic, both at 
once, without producing some really deplorable reanlt I 
accordingly declared that, if they would leave him to me, I 
would engage that all uneasiness should disappear at the 
end of a few hours, but that the administration of coffee, 
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wine, brandy and ice must cease immediately, otherwise I 
would not be respoiKible for the consequences. 

The sick man allowed himself to be persuaded, and accepted 
from my hand a glass of wai'in water ; but this was scarcely 
swallowed and had begun to take effect, when he broke out 
into the most piercing cries, easting himself into the arms of 
hi? weeping brother and reeommending him to take care of 
his wife ind poor cliildien and declanng himself ready to 
resi„tt his sual into the h^nda of the Cieitoi There is uo 
doubt thit I looked pitifully enjugh m the midst of all 
this I suidei and of which I was legarded as the canse I 
ii)w begged the governor to consider that I cculd be of no 
service to his biotker smce he refused t) fclbw my direc 
tions , I urged him to let nituie take its conr=e instead of 
opposing it with iced preparat ons and after this lequested 
the two bicthets to allow me to retiie and piepari, tor my 
departure But this proposal only served to augment the 
terror of these half-enhghtened beings They begged me 
first m a tone approaching i command not to thinl of 
setting out so long as the patient remained in so sad a con 
dition and then diawing one of my travelling paity aude 
who m his quility of rajah was ^ble to mspire his Muesul 
man compatiiots with a gieatei dc£,ree of confidence than 
that to which a Piank might pretend the she k ipci cd hia 
heart to him This heait wis fillei with the mobt absurd 
ippiehensions The pa&ha who had given me a letter of 
mtrodnetion to this chiiactei communicated to him that I 
Tvis kiiu«n to md 'ipt.ualh jr tected by Reacliid Pashi 



i.y Google 



The gOTernor, who had formerly been intrigniiig in faror of 
the party opposed to Resehid Pasha, and who was accus- 
tomed to being panic-stricken at any allusion to that portion 
of his career, came to believe that I had been dispatched by 
the above-mentioned pasha for the purpose of avenging him 
of his former adversaries. It was useless to protest in oppo- 
sition to snch intentions that they would not liave been 
aTOwed by the party concerned had such motives really 
existed — useless to demonstrate to these great frightened 
children how absurd it was to attribute such sinister projects 
to the most powerful man of the empire, who had so many 
other means than assaasination of getting rid of a trouble- 
some Turcoman. We do not entertain the same moral views 
as those with whom the ideas of death and murder have 
nothing revolting except when they themselves have a dread 
of becoming the victims of them. "Why, then, should not Eca- 
ehid Pasha have formed the design of putting an objectionable 
person out of the way ? Why should I not have accepted 
such an honorable mission ? The man was dying, they said, 
and he certainly had swallowed drugs ; I was protected by 
the graad-vizier and the sick man was not, and similar utter- 
ances that prevailed over all my protestations. When I say 
my protestations, I am not exactly correct, for my travelhng 
companion, the rajah, protested for me ; I abstained myself 
from replying to such imbecile reasoning. It was only when 
I saw they were determined to keep me in their house untU 
the sick man's fate could be decided, that I spoke in my turn. 
With a resolute but calm air, which always imposes on peo- 
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(iIp witli no great mfiital stamina, I stated to them that I 
would prolong my stay if I thought I could be of any 
service to the sufferer, but that I would not make the slight- 
est concessioa to their ridiculons and insulting suspicions ; and 
that if they weie leally di po el to f recent my departnie it 
woull be ne e'isarj t> emploj for f for I had decide! an 
leaviig the next moimitt at the appnntcd h «r and it 
would not be long before they woull 6J.e htw tl eu- eondu t 
wonli be estimated m h^h places This speech, jened the 
door<! immediately The two brothers exhausted themselvca 
in apologies and again entreated me to piescrbe another 
remedy but I refu'ied assuiing them howeTer that cveii 
without any othei me heme than nature (I e sick n m wo ild 
soon be entuely well provided they did nothing <h md 

That part cf the com try extending I etween Aleppo and 
Alexandretta i as much of a desert as the most desert 
legion in '^\ria After leavms; the residence of the Tuico 
mm governor and as far as Bemam I did not m et with a 
single vllage but I encounteied on the othei haul a 
greater nnrabei f nomadic people than anj where else 
WLilbt »e wen, rest nf, nrselvts about noontime under the 
ruined ar hes of an ol! brdge thrown ever what had once 
been a river but which w as now si i plj a marsh I received 
an invitatDnftam the ehiefof aTurc n in tribe whowa on 
his way w th his flocks anl people to ncher ]aftmage 
ground' he was encamped m tents on the neighboring 
plain an 1 desired to offer me some refreshment As I had 
not jet seen a windenn^ loi 1 f this clis 1 ai.ceptel the 
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inTitation willingly and with some degree of curiositj. Not- 
withstanding its coarse, brown covering, ttis Turcoman 
emir's tent exhibited a certain air of grandeur, calling to my 
mind involuntarily the heaTj tapestry of our theaties, under 
which the warrior monarchs of the stage repc«c themeelves. 
The tent was high and eapacions, and was supported by 
poles placed at regular intervals, the gronnd being entirely 
concealed under the rich carpets which the Turcoman women 
spin and weave in the solitudes of their airy harems. Piles 
of cushions, covered with beautiful silks, were arranged about 
the tent, which moreover was divided into two compartments 
by a curtain similar to that of its exterior covering. Eehmd 
this frail partition I could bear more than one burst of silvery 
lai^hter, indicating the proximity of women. The emir, 
clad in the Turcoman costume, and bending under the weight 
of a multitude of caftans, furs, scarfs, jackets, turbans, etc., 
awaited me seated on the pile of cushions in the centre of the 
tent ■ he arose, however, on my appearance and advanced to 
meet me at ite thr^old, and in a graceful and dignified 
manner welcomed me, and then turmug to the tent within, 
and making a comprehensive gesture with his right hand, he 
begged me to consider everything I saw there as belon^ng 
to me and at my entire disposal. 

All this is, if you choose so to consider it, but the mere 
form of politeness, bat I am inclined to regard it in another 
light. It is at least a risk to which every hospitable proprietor 
exposes hunself, and which is often a more serious one than you 
wonld unagine. Suppose that I had taken my hberal host 
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at his word, there is no likelihood that aaybody would have 
coiflplaiaed of it, and my host the !ast of ail. And more 
than this ; for had I merely expressed admiration of any of 
the oijjet^ts the tent contained, I should have immediately 
found mjself their owner. And do yon fancy that among 
orientals the number of the scrupulous who would blush to 
profit by such benevolent hosts is to be estimated by the stars 
in the sky or the sands on the seashtie "> The rich Arab, 
Turk, and Turcoman seigniors who display their hospitality 
on this grand scale, are constantly despoiled by indiscreet 
Tiaitors. Whether or not they aie irritated by this literal 
interpretation of hospitable nsa^ I Ltnnot say but it is cer- 
tain that they do not appear to be so. And, besides, if their 
acquaintances show themselves too ready to fayor them with 
visits, they balance the account by the same polite considera- 
tion, and, by making good selections, they are able to com- 
pensB.te themselves profltahly. Everything here below seems 
to proceed according to a system of exchange and compcnsar 
tion. 

The evening of this same day we stopped near the encamp- 
ment of another Turcoman emir, an imposing, grave old man, 
and chief t)f a numerous tribe, who was now bowed down 
with the weight of s, heavy affliction. We found ourselves 
almost at the foot of the Djaour-Daghda — not on the side 
which met our view on coming from Adana, but on the 
Aleppo side, and therefore toward the southeast. Our 
mountaineers had neither changed their habits nor character 
since our previous passage ; they pillaged travellers without 
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mercy who crossed their territorj, aad all Deighbors who were 
imprudent enough to dwell within the circuit of their forays. 
The old Turcoman chief had uo fixed domicile ; it had been 
his custom from his earliest years to lead his flocks aud those 
of his tribe, to the rich pasture-grounds which stretch from 
the base of the Djaour-Daghda in an easterly direction, 
toward Mesopotamia, a region which his nation had re- 
garded as their own property, and, with some api)earance 
of right, too, since nobody had ever disputed their possession 
of it. These skirmishes with the mouTitaineers were not a 
new thing, and the brave old Turcoman chief had never been 
disturbed by them ; but recently, a band of these monntdn- 
eers assailed him, and had killed his favorite son, and wiiflst 
the old veteran was arming and preparing to take vengeance, 
some mollah, imanm, kadi, mufti, or other man of the law, I 
don't know whom, hadnotified him that the padischah (sultan) 
had granted a,tanzimat (constitution) to his subjects, accord- 
ing to which all persons were invited to lay their grievances 
before the authorized tribunals, and that nobody would be 
allowed thereafter to execute justice himself Vengeance, 
said the tanziroat, belongs to the law, and no one may eon- 
test this asiom of jurisprudence without placing himself in a 
state of rebellion. Now, the good old man held the words 
rebel and rebellion in horror. With many sighs and tears he 
accepted the legal fictioo, but he well knew that the tribunals 
would in vain cite before them the iulialjitants of the Djaour- 
Daghda, and he accordingly resigned himself to lamentations 
for the loss of his beloved son. There was not a shadow of 
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affectation in tbis submission, uor of cowardici; in the passi- 
vity of tills afBicted old man ; in Lis eyes tlie padiscliali was 
as powerful as Bajazet, or Suleiman of bloody memory, and a 
tanzimat emanating from the padiscbah, ivaa as much to be 
respected by liim as tlie decree of heaven, " But," said I to 
him, " the tanzimat does not authorize the mountaineers to 
invade your paatiii'e-grounds and massacre your children." 

" The mountaineei-s," he replied, gravely, " are rebels; and 
may it please heaven, never will I deserve that name 1" 

He resigned hunself accordingly. But all joy, all contents 
edness, were banished forever from his hospitable tent. The 
old man's eldest son begged me to accept the apology which 
his father tendered on account of my arrival not having been 
accompanied by rejoicings; "for," he added, "my fatlier 
in renouncing vengeance has abandoned all that makes hfe 
dear to him." I passed a few hours in the presence of this 
model of obedience to a sovereign. I seated myself at the 
banquet prepared m my honor, and I said to myself, on quit- 
ing the venerable chief, here is a phenomenon infinitely more 
extraordinary than any of those recorded in the annals of 
scientific societies. 
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Mr5TUK BE-i AND THE MULBTEER— ^ LBIOT b PHA^Eh I 

TALlTi THE WiHA OF KONIEH AND Hl^ HAEB^I- 

FEMALES ^KUEDISH HORSES HOME 

Pi^-iNo "ut of tbis illimitable terntury toiiLedcd to 
these T-andeuiig populition^, the next moiamg I break 
lasted uiider a more modest tent, belongmg to one of the 
subordinates ot the old emir 1 drank some excellent milk, 
and partook of cream and cards in the oriental mode, a mode 
to which I am not jet accustomed. TMa cream is obtained 
by boiUng the milk and carefnlly preserving a kind of skin 
which forms ou the surface as it is exposed to the action of 
fire. The idea of letting milk alone, aecordiug to the 
natural process, has never occurred to these simple-minded 
people ; nothing used to astonish them more than when they 
tasted veritable cream oa my farm, obtained in the easy way 
of lettmg the cream separate of itself from the milk. Such 
ig the force of habit, that many of the owners of these 
numerous flocks wiU frequently stop before my door to ask 
for a cup of that excellent Frank cream, whilst remaining 
faithful themselves to the national method, which certainly 
gives them more trouble, and is accompanied with less satis- 
factory results. I would say the same thing of their coffee. 
11* "^ 
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There is not a person in the Ottoman empire who does not 
prefer coffee clear and sweetened as we take it, to the muddy 
and bitter decoction of wliieh the orientals absorb such 
quantities. But they would sooner think of abohshing a 
plurality of wives than of waiting until the grounds of the 
coffee settle at the bottom of their coffee-pot, before pouring 
the liquid out to drink. 

Toward cvenm^ cf the ^ime da,^ I agim had a glimpse 
of the cahi beaitful "5 iiin sea between two rocks, the 
forms of which were not unfamiliar t me I was again at 
Beinam, after seven monthi, absence The next day brought 
me to Alesindrctta and int) the still vaL'tnt houie oi the 
English consul I iema,med here but t few h ui= and 
early in the eveniig 1 imyed at the re idente of m\ oil 
acquaintance Mustuk Bey Tvhn gieeted menithas cordial 
a welcome as on my lir t visit to him I mast give him 
credit for this, for 1 no lonj,er poa c&sed in the eves of this 
mountain chief, the piestge ot novelty anl I cjild net 
imagine any other qualification acceptdhle to him I was 
evidently in error. Bad b eather compelled me to rem un 
with Mustuk-Bey for two day and when I cime to leave 
him, I could not bring bun to accept the '!h(,hte&t wmpensi 
tion for the trouble and expense I had o ci&ioned him 
" Mustuk-Bey," he said smiling i^ not yet so j aor that he 
cannot harbor his friends in a storm If ever I come to 
Europe," he continue 1 you will do is much f r me 
Undoubtedly — andwth the greatest delight "ie mdeed 
it would be a happy day for me that in which I could see one 
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of these barbariaos seated at my heai'thstoiie in Em-ope— 
baibarians who forgot their baibarism in mj belialf, thei 
piejudices, their fanaticism— who, far away from country and 
friends, a poor exile, pitied my misfortunes, respected my 
wealiness, and who weicomed me in the spirit of friendship*. 
SonTcnirs such as these ate sweet, and I trust they will UCTcr 
yanish. 

I huTC nothing new to add to what I have prerionsly 
stated of this region. This time I acceptea no escort, eicept 
a complimentary one, for I had nothing to fear from the sub- 
jects of my friend Mnstnli. A little adrantnrc comes into my 
mind at this mome t h h d p t w tl t 1 1 1 fiJ My ti 
pccnlmi customs f th m Th k t 4 h m 

panledns, andwh d S 1 th ty f tl I y d h 

people, preferred t 1 d h If d h m 1 U 

short distance off, b It p th m g f th T f 

hi an t m 1 w t 1 f m bun th y a t ghl 
and his ly t k th bej t m 

nn th u I w p t wh h m 1 h pi h 
t n audwhth t th f wh 1 tl pi d th 

man h add d t d wh th t w th f 
his mind caused by th 1 f h mi 1 I k t b t 

he stuttered and t mm d h m hil tt t 

Ms complaint, th t th b H ly m ' % "P 

bendbim. Her ii d b w th k t Ij th 
who had transport 1 m b i. At bl p d 

denlj crossed his mind. " Is this man my guest ? he cried, 
in a yoice that trembled with anger, scTciely scrntinising tlio 
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numerous audience assembled around him. " Is this mau mj 
gaest — has he lost aoy property in my house ?" 

" My lord," replied an old servant, who evidently enjoyed 
a certain degi-ee of familiarity, "this man refused your 
hospitality, and went to lodge iu the khan. He lost his 
mules there." 

" Siuce you would not trust your property in my hands to 
keep for you, why do you now come to ask me to find it for 
yon?" said the bey. " Seek yourself for what you desired 
to keep yourself." 

The katerdj did seek, but he found nothing. Our own 
effects, scattered as they were around and about our tents, 
and our horses strolling in every direction about the fields, 
were all respected. 

On quitting Mustuk-Bey, I proceeded on and passed the 
■ night at the residence of one of his principal lieutenants, 
whose village could be called nothing more than an encamp- 
ment. Here I saw for the first time a genuine Turcoman 
tent ; at some distance off it resembles a mill-wheel, or rather 
an enormous drum. Its interior is decorated from the ground 
to the top of its supporters with balustrades of rushes, both 
skillfully and tastefully braided. Otherwise, neither the lieu- 
tenant nor his camp possessed a very attractive appearance. 
Ded6-Bey (that is the lieutenant's name) is a man of tall 
figure, thin, yellow and dark, and was surrounded with sad- 
looking, timorous wives, and by sick and crying children, all 
struggling with want, and recoiling from no attempt to keep 
it away from their door. Although I was strongly recom- 
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mended to Mm by his chief, he resorted to all sorts of 
eapedients to obtain from me either a horse or some money, 
and I have no doubt that, were it not for the positive 
injunctioDS of MustutBey, he would have finally ht upon 
some ef&cadous measures. He at first made a great display 
of hospitality; he sacrificed several goats and as many lambs, 
and ended by offering me everjthmg hia tent contained. The 
offer I made, however, to pay for my supper, was infinitely 
more agi-ecable to him, particularly as I paid quadruple the 
value of every article we had of him, 

I met with a peculiar welcome in a village of a pretty bad 
reputation, situated between the Djaour-Daghda and Mysis, 
We rested there several hours when on our way to Jerusalem, 
and did not then observe anything worthy of particular men- 
tion; but on om" return the entire population came out to 
welcome us, offering us whatever provisions we wanted, say 
bread, and their preparations of milk and of fruits. And this 
is not all. The mothers of the place brought forth their 
children, and, giving us to understand that they shared our 
faith, they insisted repeatedly that we should bestow our 
blessing on these little bantlings. Convinced that some hid- 
den motive lay at the bottom of this enthusiastic welcome, I 
interrogated the old women who formed a circle around me, 
as well as I was able, and learned from them that when we 
passed through this village we had been robbed and insulted 
without knowing it, and the people, not content with having 
deceived ua, had visited os, on our departure, with some of 
those enei^etic expressions which Mussulmans were only too 
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prodigal of ou such occasions, which conduct wa,s only the 
more reprehensible in villages like theii'S, because its population 
was not Mahometan. "We bad barelj got out of sight when 
great misfortunes happened to them. We were on our way 
to Jerusalem, and every pilgrim resorting to that sacred city 
was entitled to the respect of all fothful Mussulmans, Christ- 
iana, Jews, and Fellahs ; the villagers were accordingly con- 
vinced that the misfortunes of which they were the victims, 
were inflicted on them as a punishment for their impiety, and 
because of this they had made vows to repair their error the 
very first opportunity, 

I am not precisely aware of what happened to them, but I 
heard them deplore the death of several cows and some 
chickens, and a certain fine child, and quite a handsome 
yiung g^l, who had made an impression on me on my first 
visit, and who I learnt, on inquiring again about her, had also 
saccumbed to some peculiar malady. Two or three of then- 
cabins still bore the traces of a recent conflagration, and the 
few cattle which browsed around the cabins, appeared to he 
living protests against inadequate pasturage. There was in 
all thi"* it seemed to me, enough to offset much greater 
wrongs than any we had to charge them with ; but for the 
oiientalb, treison agimst hospitality is a crime not weighed 
in the ordinary scales of judgment With them hospitality 
18 not a duty to man but a duty to God, and he who is in- 
different to it or disdiins it i& guilty of impiety, as Abiram, 
and others who deserved a punishment as terrible as it was 
exceptional Our vifit greatly comforted these unfortmiate 
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people. If they had siuned, they had at least neglected no 
means of showing ns their repentance. They had good rea- 
sons to hope for pariion, and I flatter myself that on our part 
they did not long wait for it. 

Two bonrs later we found ourselves in that immense half- 
ruined kahn whose walls contain the Tillage of Khourd-kou- 
lah ; I reentered my old hut, and passed another night there 
aa uncomfortably as before, frequently awakened by visits 
from chickens, who penetrated into my ma.nsion through the 
innumerable mterstkes that existed between the roof and 
the walls, the door and the ground. The nest day 
brought ns, by a well-known road, to Mysia, and the day 
after we reached Adana, or rather the gates of Adana, where 
we were to undergo quarantine, which traveOers returning 
from Syria are never exempt from. The three days we 
passed in the open an- on the banks of the river Sarmns, 
under the venerable trees which shade its quays in the calm 
and silence of an all but absolute solitnde, almost in the very 
midst of a great city, glided rapidly away and left nothmg be- 
hind but the most agreeable souvenirs. On being discharged 
I did not stop at Adana, but pnshed on toward Tarsus, 
which town I had not seen, and where my excellent friend, 
M. Rossi, who is the Sardinian consul on this Ime of coasts, was 
expectmg me. I passed ten or twelve days there, and they 
would have been among the moat agreeable of my journey, 
had I not, unfortunately, been suffering with a fever ; it did 
not leave me until a long tune afterward, and then, when 
ftlleviated, left me in an indefinable state of discomfort. 
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M. Rossi is a man with an original turn of mind, and excellent 
heart. Early attached to tlio fortunes of the viceroy of 
Egypt he enriched hunaelf honorably in his 'iernce and aiuo 
e'ipoused one of liis own bhck slaves Madame Ro%i is not 
beautiful nor has she that petnlnnty of feature and that 
richness of form which somet mes Rupphea the phce of beauty 
She lb not the less tenderly loved howfver by him who 
has raised her Irom an ahjeit cond tion thus tj ! estow upon 
her, with his love the benefits of civilization and first and 
greitest of them all religion and m tiuction bhe is a =en 
Bible gentle intere&t ng woman wholly devoted to her hns 
band stil! weeping fjr the children she has lost and watch 
mg with all the solicitude of maternil fear and string affec 
tion the only son that now remains to her 

I passed my mormngs conversing w th my amiable host 
and when the heat gave way to the cool, refreshing bieeze 
that comes from the sea, we mounted our horses and rode 
about the country, visiting either some of its picturesque sites 
or some interesting monument. I was much interested in a 
grand edifice arismg in the centre of a forest, in a ruined cou- 
dition, the outside wall alone remaining, and this not in all 
its former height. Its origin is lost in the night of anti- 
quity ; no archeologist has yet been able to define it. Was 
it a t«mple, a palace, a basilica, or baths ? It consists of a 
parallelogram, the walls of which are of enormous thictness 
reminding one of what is commonly called Cyclopean con- 
etmction. There are neither windows nor doors in it ; hut 
these may have been buried, especially the doors, under the 
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accumulations of the soil. You enter it by a breach ; the 
interior simply exhihita a space ploughed witli wide and regu- 
larly marked farrows, and a conical-shaped mound raised at 
the extremity of the structure, in front of the wall which 
incloses it on the northern side. I have little taste for ruins, 
particnlarly those which have become the pretext for scien- 
tific dissertations and for posthumous enthusiastic admiration. 
The anonymous monument at Tarsus did not remmd 
me of any chapter in Iiistory, and did not inspire me 
with dithjrambic emotion. Ton experience, on wandering 
about the mysterious inclosure, a yague, melancholy senti- 
meut of uncertainty, and possessing this, you plnnge your- 
self into the abyss of the past without confining yourself 
to one epoch, or to any one nation, a feeling which is not 
without a peculiar charm. Seyeral pamphlets were tendered 
to me, written with a view to resolve the archeological pro- 
blem of this monnment of Tarsns, but I took pains not to 
accept the dilemma of any proposition, and thus carefully pre 
served my precious ignorance. 

Two days from Taisns 1 left the road I had been follow- 
ing previously, and turning to the left, buried myself amid 
the gorges of Mount Taurns, taking the direction of Eonieh 
(the ancient Iconium). "We travelled several days among 
tiiese raountams, sometimes scaling immense precipices, some- 
times traversing lonely valleys, the lines of which are com- 
bined in so strange a manner that one does not easily com- 
prehend how one entered them or by what passage one will 
make his exit. These valleys are traversed by streams, which 
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maintain thetn e¥er fresh and luxnnant and are thidtd b> 
immense trees which, it may be said are arranj,ed according 
to the stdcffist rules of landscape gaidening The popula 
tion, as a natural consequence, is as pjor as it is sparselj 
distributed, and evidentlj sensible to a certain degree of 
well-being, which ought to lead it t> chensh these charming 
retreats. Not a village, however, pieuented itaeif to mv eyes 
during the few days that I was wandering im dst the e 
smiling solitudes. Some ruined khan ^heltpred u'. it night 
or rather sheltered my horses, fci notwith^tandme the 
advanced period of the season, and the fever th^it raged in 
me, I preferred my tent in the open an and on the damp 
ground, to chambers with smoky walk and nheie the vrrmin 
had not yet succumbed to the blasts of wintei I remember 
one khan whose court was positivelv strewn with cannon- 
balls, whilst about thirty guns, mounted f n carnigei; and in 
a perfect state of preservation, were 'catteied about outside 
I learned that I was then on the battlefield on which the 
final defeat of Ibrahim Pasha in Asia Minor took phce the 
pasha hitherto a conqueror as far as Komeh. Further on 
they told me, and on the summit of a hill situated a short 
distance from the khan, was a much larger nnmber of cannon 
cannon-balls, and other munitions of war, all lying about on 
the ground where the defeated army had abandoned them. 
Nobody has yet thought, after so many years, of collecting 
them and securing them for the government. The sultan has 
lately expended a great deal more money than the govern- 
ment has in fact to augment his artillery force ; I would 
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wager that the cannon and other material left bj Ibrahun 
Pasha are still lying whore I saw them, and I do not doubt 
but tliat in other parts of Asia Minor the soil is encumbered 
with military remnants of the same sort and in as great 
quantities. Who thmka of them? The governing pashas 
of these prOTinees are perhaps ignorant of their existence ; 
if they do know of them, they would be careful not to inform 
the ministerial department, lest they should be called upon 
to perform duties from which their silence now frees them. 
Howeyer tWs may be, I affirm that there may now be 
found, or at least could have been found three years ago, 
withm a small area and not very far removed from the sea, 
about one hundred pieces of artillery in g<jod order and 
condition. 

Half way between the Boatz-Ghourklc and the city of 
Konich, may be fonnd the little town of Erregtli. The last 
decliTilies of the Taurus here consist of nothuig but the gen- 
tle undulations of a vast uncultivated desert plain. A rlyer 
crosses it, where, as usual, its borders afar off detach tlicm- 
selves from the sombre and arid surface by a wide band of 
emerald green. Clusters of fmitrtrees, gardens and luxuriant 
meadows surround, separate, envelop— I would almost say 
submerge— the house-reserves which compose the town. 
Erreghli is a Greek name, and the town which bears it 
boasts, in fact, of being almost exclusively peopled by Greek 
families. I passed a day there, lodged with one of the 
principal magistrates of the place (a Mussulman) under my 
own tent at the back of his garden, visited by the notar 
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bilities of both nations, I, in my turn, visiting mj hostess, 
who was the sister of the two Turcoman beys at whose house 
my medical science had so neailj piosed fital Thi^ «onian 
was beautiful, and manifested the hveliest sympathy for me , 
but Bhit warmed my heart to hei moie than all the com 
pliments and care^sPs vihich she shonered on me weie the 
attentions she so chcerfullj bestowed on the second spouse 
of her lord, who was piostrated bj a neaily total piralyvji, 
accompanied with a scrofulous aiTettion ot the saddpst 
description The poor sufferer had heiselt brought to her 
companion's domicile who on seeing her enta, abandoned 
everj thing to her and hcncefoith ocpupied herself only viith 
making hei comfoitable, ofiering her fiuits and swettmeata to 
excite her languid appetite, protecting her from cuirents of 
air, lighting her pipe pourmg hei coifee, soothing the child 
ren, dismisaing trouhlpsome persons, etc etc There was 
certainly in the eies of thu, proud, robust beauty, when 
bending them down upon that living image of suftering and 
death — who had been and might again become her rival (for 
who can compass the fancies of a Turkish husband ?) — there 
was, I say, something nohle and grand m them, such as I had 
not been accustomed to see either in the hearts or the couDte- 
nances of the inmates of the harem. 

On quitting Erreghli, to proceed on my route toward 
Konieh, I entered on the immense plains which called to 
mind, in their general aspect, the flat horizons of Cappado- 
cia, combined with the arid, barren districts of the Syrian 
deserts. Here were no streams or fountains, nothii^ bat 
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Bcanly and infrequent wella ; theie conld b« discemea, n 
great way off, by the immeasnrable pole nsed to lower a 
bucket into the turbid reseryoir, and relieving on the deep- 
blue Bky like, as with u« formerly, the arms of an old-fash- 
ioned telegraph. Everywhere else except about these wells, 
the land, sometimes greyish nnd again of a brick-red hue, 
produced nothing but brambles and thistles. Sot a tree, not 
a clump of rerdure, not a hamlet, gladdened the eye of the 
wayworn traveller. Toward evening, after a day passed in 
these lifeless deserts, yon reach your resting-place. Som^ 
times it is one of those Turkish guard-houses called iemeiK, 
occupied hy one or at the most two old soiaers belonging to 
the Irregular militia feo-.). "1 destmed rather to serve as 
hotels for travellers than to preserve them from the dangers 
of the route ; sometimes it is a village happily situated, that 
is to say, withm roach of a nnmber of wells, which, rarely 
occurring, happen to be coulignom! to one another. The pre- 
sence of this little (juantity of water, even when subterranean, 
Buflces to take from the soil its character of entire aridity, 
and encourages the peasantry to cultivate a few rods of 
groand around their cabins. Nothing Is so mournful, so 
distressing, so fatiguing, as to travel across these plains. 
The season was favorable to us, for we had just emerged 
from the burning regions of Syria, and the dogday mouths 
of its long summer, without being yet too near the snow- 
covered Kuitlish mountains or the rigorous months of winter. 
And yet those limitless horizons, those cloudless skies, that 
vaporieas atmosphere, that landscape without shadow or 
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verdure, prodacpd on us the same effect as do the eternal 
Bauds of Sahara under the rays of au African sun. It was 
during one of theRe interminable days that I became, and my 
companions too, the dupe of that peculiar illusion called a 
mirage. The place was singnlarly arid, even for these plains. 
We had encountered no wells during the forenoon, and 
alfhongh the heat was not great, we began to suffer from 
tliirst, although to a much less painful extent than we often 
experienced before on the deserts of Syria. Suddenly, on 
turning my eyes to the left, on the side where the sun was 
about declining, I perceived, a, few rods distant, a calm, 
transparent lake, glittering with the reflection of the solar 
rays. I pointed it out to those nearest me, and we all 
hastily turned onr horses' heads to this most welcome appa- 
rition. Our guides, however, who knew the value of the 
discovery, assured me that there was nothing bearing any 
resemblance to a lake for a circuit of several leagues around 
OS. I yielded of course to theu- assertions, for the various 
narratives of similar deceptions were present in my mind. 
Had I been ignorant of the existence of the mirage, I cer- 
tainly could not have been persuaded that I had not before 
my eyes a veritable sheet of water, as real as the surface of 
the ocean. That same day the illusion presented itself seve- 
ral tunes, but less marked than the first ; perhaps, too, our 
senses, warned of their weakness, had become more impres- 
sible to the control of. reason. 
We finally reached Konieh. 
I had sent forward my karat to mform the pa-sha of my 
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arriTal, and, as is cuatomary, to assign us & place for our 
lodging. On reacliiDg tie gates of the town, I found my 
messenger accompanied by two of tlie pasha's gnarda, who 
silently placed themselves at the head of my caravan, and 
conducted it, without uttering a word, through a labyrinth 
of little streets as far as the gate of a grand building, 
exhibitii^ something of a sombre and monastic aspect ; and 
here they stopped and invited me to enter, I did not yet 
know where I was, and this ceremonious silence as well as a 
sight of the bouse before me, began to produce a not very 
agreeable impression on me ; but my dr^oman, who found 
means to speak with the mysterious guards, approached me, 
and told me in a low voice that the building was the harem 
of the pasha, and that his excellency willed that I should 
have no other host than himself. A new-comer m Asia, I 
might have entertained some uneasiness, if not on my own 
account, at least for the child that accompanied me, at the 
thought of being ordered to lodge in a pasha's liarcm ; but I 
was now too familiar with that delicate sensibility and that 
innate respect of Turks for women, to allow myself to be 
under the dominion of such fears. My sole concern now, on 
passing the threshold of this harem, was being obliged to Uve 
several days in a stifling atmosphere, and not to be able to 
be alone in this building, nor have the liberty of passing out- 
side to visit the town and attend to my own affairs. I might 
have spared myself even this fear. I was in a Mussulman 
family, but in a well-bred Mussulman family, animated with 
the mind and character of a chief who was refined m his 
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habits and dcimitrnPHt 1 would not apppar to he indisi leet 
by revealing ceitain rictiila of a bousehjld wliiili mv SLjoum 
of nearly two week<i nith Haffyz Mcbemmed Pasha enabled 
me to study, and I bope not to render mywlf guilty of so 
gross an impiopriety But yet tbe barcm of the pasba of 
KoQieh resembles to Lttle tbosp of which I bare thus far 
spoken, it btars a stamp at once so peculiar and oiigmal, I 
cannot condemn myself to absolute silence about it. Let my 
kind, amiable host at Konieh pardon me for any uneasiness 
wbieb this preamble may cause lim. I am a woman, and 
feel what it is allowable to state, and what it is proper 
to withhold. I have passed several years in the East, and I 
know the susceptibilities of Mussalnan bjuor The women 
m who'ie society ^t Komeh I passed a few priTeleoSd bou 
shall remain enveloped by then veils I shall meicly speak 
of tbe pasbt himbelf of his laws opmions and beliefs and 
if the ways of the harem naturally reveal themselves in my 
reflett nns on the ne who inspires and contnls them it 
Bill not le in 1 manner that v, II wound the feebngs of 
anybody 

Haffyz Mehemmed Pasha bears the surname of a savant 
an ef tl et w hich to speak the truth does not s gnifj muLh 
smce m ti c Orient every man is cillei a savant who cm 
read and write the Koran in diverse char^ct rs B it 
Haffjz-MehpmmelPasha l at once a wise man, a man of 
intellect and an am able man Althonf,h advanced in 1 fe 
his regular featnics and a plea ing and graceful exprea ion 
have secure 1 to him a kin 1 of p rsonil charm He has 
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travelled, if I am not mistaken, in Russia ; he speaks and 
understands French, and lias the manners and tone of a 
European accustomed to good society. In spite of all this, 
lie is a beiiever in the ancient social r^me, and if he had not 
considerable mental power, he might probably fall into 
fanatical ways. But the welcome accorded to mo proves 
sufficiently that his mind is above such weaknesses. His 
house is that of a great oriental lord, and his sensitiveness 
in relation to money is so great, that he does not permit 
even his wives to accept the smallest present, without render 
ing back at once to the ^ver incomparably more than they 
have received. His stable contains seventy-five pure-blooded 
Arabians, and never is the colt that is bom in his stalls, or 
a horse which has served the pasha or his family disposed of 
for any sum of money whatever. The number of his depend- 
ents, whether slaves or domestics, is prodigious ; I do not 
think he would consent to change his valet any qaickcr than 
he would sell a horse. His palace, which is immense, is 
so peopled with guests, friends, and employees, that every 
hour of the day and during a greater part of the night there 
may be seen processions of servants bearing silver chafing- 
dishes, containing delicate choice viands, going to and from 
the pasha's kitchens through and about the difi'crent parts of 
his palace. The pasha's own table, or in other words, that 
of his son— for he himself eats alone in his harem— is neither 
more abundantly nor better served than the rest ; if there is 
any difference between them, it would be in favor of Ms 
guests. FinaUy, all the indigent people of the town, no 
IS 
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nuttfi wlat then religion may be aie daily admitted to 
a diatribut to. of meat aad ) icad made freely at the piJace 
gateway —and note tl la tliat m Asii indigent people are 
not obliged to verity their condition befnre a mayor or ci,re , 
all dei-laimj, themaelyes to be ei are iccepted as ^uch 

Ihia man at once so benevolent and so generous to all 
who approach and surround liim is yet a severe and 
imperious chief in hi fimily His harem la closed to all 
even the ladies of the city are for the mo t p^rt excluded 
The inner dooi which communicates with the pashas palace 
IS guirded on the outs de bv a concterge some eicjhty ycirs of 
«fge whose sight and hearing are in a perfect state of pre- 
servat on and w ho ib 1 imseif mterdicted from passing the 
sacred threshold !No eunuch no whites no blacks no 
merchaata no workmen are under any prttest admitted 
within the forbidden mclosurc The pashi a eldest son has 
not him elf seen his mothei mce he left the apartments of 
the women ; and the pasha's son-in-law, one of the high 
functionaries of his province, ia only allowed to see hia wife 
at night, in a chamber on neutral ground, that is to say, 
placed between the harem propeily so called and the palace 
devoted to the men. Can you imagine a young couple, who 
have never aeea each other except by candle-light (that of 
tallow) or hy the gleam of a taper ? * Of what avail ia it to 

* This must not be imputed to a, sordid econoiDT, or to ignorance 
in a man bo magniEcentlj generous, and so polished as the Paslm of 
Konieh. It is simply beeause neither wax nor gas have yet foand 
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be called Fallma, tn dwell in an Asiatic liarem, to be the 
daughter of a paslia and the wife of a bcj, if this beauty, 
visible but to one man, can never be seen faj him except 
within four walls, and by the light of a tallow-candle ? 

I have boniid myself to be discreet, and I will not dwell 
on the results of this absolute sequestration, nor on the opin- 
ion which these numerous women have formed of a world 
subdivided by them into two parts, of which their pasha ia 
one and the rest of humanity another, I will not even speak 
of their rivalries. I will simply state that the pasha of 
Konieh is loved and is not betrayed under his own roof lie 
was not, at least, by those of his wives who hore that title 
at the time I allude to ; bat if I am not misinformed, he has, 
since my departure from Konieh, increased their number, 
and I should not like to extend my guaranty so as to cm- 
brace the nfw additloni. 

But if discretion prcbcrihes silence in relation to the 
pasha's family circle, I am not withheld from exprcsing my- 
self concerning a certain handsome lady whom I met 
there, who told me that she came to visit two old friends, 
namely the pasha's [jrincipal wives. She was a very beauti- 
ful woman, although she had passed beyond the years of 
youth ; she was large and strong, of fine form, a delicate 
sklu, natural complexion, and with black lustrous hair parted 
simply in the middle of the head, in European style ; her 
features were Roman or Marseillaise, her eyes lai^e arid 
black, and her hands and nails attended to as they only 
attend to them in Paris or London. This beauty bore the 
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word Europe engraved in every lintainent of her counte- 
nance. I was struck with her at first siijht , hut I was not 
prepared to iiear her address me in Fieuch This, however 
she did, affecting moreover to introduce in o her conversation 
Bome Italian and Englisli words. She introduced the sub- 
ject of literature, and begged me to lend her a few books ; 
when the evening was over, I believe I could have stated to 
her in what town in France, and in what quarter of that 
town, she was horn and passed the early yeara of lier life. 
This would have been unwelcome to her, undoubtedly, for she 
was not backward in giving me an official account of herself 
which in no respect corresponded to what I had imagined 
in my own mind with regard to lier. She informed me 
she was a Turk and the daughter of a Mussulman, a Mus- 
sulman herself, and the wife and widow of a Mnssulmac 
named Ali-Bey, who possessed all the charms, graces, merits 
and virtues which any son of Adam can pretend to, embi-ac- 
ing the most absolute confidence in his wife, a love lieyond 
example, and a respect and sentiment of deference perfectly 
invincible. Nothii^, however, less denoted the inmate of a 
harem in this beautiful Malekha than her estimate of the 
position of women in the Orient. 

" Ton do not know yonr own value," said she disdainfully 
to her friends ; " you have a presentiment of your pasha's 
infidelity, and yon begin by shedding tears — you lose appe- 
tite and spirits ; yon become pale, nervous and unhappy, 
and your life passes away in trouble and grief. Rouse youi* 
selves ! Summon up a sentiment of your owo dignity, and 
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if jonr husband don't love lou— (lont interrapt me, 1 
know what you are going to spy that he does love you 
sincerely— I tell yoa that loT ng another ind not loving you 
are one and the same thing)— then if he does not lovo jou, 
show him that you can dif.peu'^e with his love. Show him 
that he may tyrannize over von but that he cannot prevent 
yon from cureing him and treating him as ysur t7rant. Ah 1 
my beloved Ah-Bey, why were you removed from me 1 
Never would he have given me a rival, for he well knew that 
my love depended as much on him as his happiness depended 
on me." 

" Ah !" her friends wonld reply, their eyes often swimmuig 
m tears, 'that is easily ''aid by jou, who ruled over your 
master, and who knew how to threaten him But we— what 
means cinwe employ to defend onibelvea? Confined to a 
harem fiom the agt when our souvenu-s commence, we are 
^norant of all that passes or cxibta outside of it. Our world 
lb withm these walls Are there any other men upon the 
eirth beside? onr pasha? There are none for us, and 
if he 'ihould be lu«t to w, what would remain but 
despau ?" 

And both appealed to me to judge between them. The 
beantifiil. Malekha thought herself sure of a verdict from a 
European ; she was accordmgly much surprised when she 
heard me pronounce in favor of the pasha's consorts. 

" What 1" exclaimed Malekha, " don't you see that they 
do not entertain a proper sentiment of their own dignity ?- 
that they would make advances to a love bestowed on ano- 
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ther, and that they depreciate themselves in the very eyes of 
him whom they would retain ?" 

" All that ia incontestable," I replied to her ; " yon speak 
on this matter as profoundly as any socialistic defender of 
women's rights. But these women candidly tell you what 
they experience, and, haying lived as they have, I can com- 
prehend how it is that their sentiments are such as they 
have just expressed to you. What astonishes me is that 
you should speak and feel so differently." 

She realized that she had gone quite far enough for a 
Turkish woman, and she accordingly tried to multiply the 
clouds about her, in which she wished to remain concealed 
from my eyes, I pretended to be her dnpe, but in truth, 
when I quit her, I was convinced, first, that she had trod- 
den the pavement of the Cannebi&re in the days of her 
infancy ; secondly, that Ali-Bey, the amorous, the faithful 
Ah-Bey, never had an existence ; and thirdly, that my 
hostesses, so jealous of their pasha, would have shown some 
wisdom by watching the handsome widow who could very 
TveD covet a shelter for the declme of a tolerably stormy 
existence under the protecting roof of a grand-seignior's 
harem. 

Konieh is one of the most celebrated of Mussulman cities. 
I know not what it was before the invasion of the Osmanlis, 
but it then became the seat of the first sultans ; and even 
now 30 new monarch ascends the throne at Constantinople 
without previously olfering his crown (formally, be it under- 
stood) to the descendant of the ancient sultans of Konieh, 
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who is said to live at and reside in liis favorite capital. The 
descendant never accepts the crown, but he retains the 
privilege of assisting at the coronation of the padischah 
(saltan), and I believe that his presence at the ceremony is 
the basis of some special formality. The mosque attached to 
the most unportant of the sultans' tombs at Konieh, is one of 
the most beautiful in Asia. It is under the care of dervishes, 
and is surrounded by a small cemetery, in which a very large 
nnmber of cats qnietly and soberly pass away their life . 
at the expense of the community of dervishes. A fropos 
of cats. I have remarked before that the goats and cats of 
Konieh, more than any others, resemble the goats and cats 
of Angora. How account for this resemblance? "Why 
shonld these animals he more beautiful at Angora than any- 
where else— why, at Konieh, should they be the handsomest 
in the world, provided those of Angora were not in exists 

There are jet more monuments of Islamism at Konieli, 
bnt the harem walls and locks weighed upon me, and 1 did 
not feel altogether free in my movements. The curiosity of 
tke tourist or archeologist is not, besides, strong enough in 
me to lead me to throw off such trammels. ,1 accordmgly 
resigned myself without much trouble to ignorance of this 
or that saint's tomb, or this or that monastic community. I 
have to make this remark, however, that the archeologist 
who fe disposed to stop a few days in Konieh will find eom- 
pe^ation there for the time he gives to that place. 

On quitting Konieh I encountered winter. The night of 
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the daj of my departure was the last that year that I passed 
ander a tent. The next day it would have been difficult to 
have folded it, so covered was it with ice and icicles. I wfll 
not force you to foUoiv me day by day along the last part 
of my joui'ney, so niueh resembliug, aa it does, the fli-st part. 
I again found villages and ploughed plains sunk to the bot- 
tom of enormous chasms ; others, again, concealed among the 
rocks, behind or between steep hills, but always bo located 
that an army of a hundred thousand men njight traverse the 
country without perceiving a solitary cabin. The fields, the 
meadows, the vegetable gardens and the orchards are hidden 
from Hght as carefully as the habitations, aad I think there 
are a great nnmber of these hamlets which the eye of a 
foreigner never rests on. We soon entered upon the terri- 
tory of the Km-ds. The road we followed was to lead us 
from the south, or rather south-southwest of Asia Minor, 
that is to say, from Tarsus to the north-northwest without 
passing by Angora, which lies more to the eastward. It 
was not an easy thing to make the muleteers comprehend 
this coursp, simple as it was. 

" We are going to Angora," they told me nnceasiiigly, 

" iSTo," I would reply, " I do not wish to go to Angora." 

" Ah, bah I and why not ? the road goes there." 

" The road— what road ?" I would inquire; 

"Why, the Angora road," came the response. 

" But it is not to Angora that I am going ; it is to Saf- 
fran-Bolo." 

"Where's that?" 
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" It is eighteen hours from tiie Black Sea and the port of 
Eaiten- — it's three liours from the town of Bolo, and ten 
hours more to the westward of the mountaia of BayendUrk." 

My geographical explanations served to confirm the mule- 
teers in the impression that I wished to pass onward to 
Angora. One of them, liowever, priding himself ou under- 
standing the Franks, their character, etc., looked as if he 
knew he could help me ont, and observed to his comrades 
that I was mistress of the road and could follow any route I 
pleased, and that I preferred not to stop at Angora. "Be 
at rest," he said to me, with a half-protecting air, " you shall 
go wherever you please. "What necessity is there for going 
/) Angora. "VVe will go round the town outside, and none 
of us will set our feet within it if you forbid us I" My pre- 
licament is easily apparent. 

I succeeded, however, in keeping them on the direct road, 
and in preventing them from inclining to the east; but it was 
by directing them every day, without permitting them to know 
my intentions in advance, and by acquiring on the way such 
information as I needed. This route conducted us, as I have 
just remarked, to the territory belonging to the Kurds. I do 
not know if they have had permanent possession of it, or 
whether they were assigned to it after their late and unsuc- 
cessful revolt. Their territory is situated to the north of 
Konieh, and to the west of Angora, and presents the same 
character as the central zone of Asia, by which it is 
bounded on the east. Always the same arid plains, inter- 
spersed with small hills, whose sides, inv^orated by snbtep- 
18* 
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ranean sources, are eoTcred witli small hamlets, exclusivelj 
inhabited bj the Kurds. I remembered, while traversing this 
couBtry, the old proverb : " A one-ejed man is king among 
the blind." "Who could have told me the year before that I 
■wonid ever regret the lodgings of the Turks ? And yet it 
happened to me to do so on bivouaeking in the Turco- 
man villages. And now I had to regret the comfortable 
Turcoman Tillage, which I certainly did on being obliged to 
pass the night in a Knrdish village. My guides themselves 
declared that it waa impossible to think of lodging there ; we 
would often march for hours in order to reach a Turcoman 
village in which to pass the night. The Kurdish villages are 
absolutely destitute of everything. The women live there 
alone with their children, whilst their husbands and fathers 
keep and follow their flocks throughout the entire Ottoman 
empire. The soil around the villages is not cultivated, and 
the small quantity of rice or barley which is necessary for the 
support of these women and chOdren, is furnished to them by 
their Turcoman neighbors, in oxchange for the wools and 
dairies of the Kurdish flocks. Kothing can be more melan- 
choly than the aspect of these deserted villages ; and nothing 
more humiliating to human nature than the sight of these 
women thus left to themselves, stripped of that last supreme 
motive which still gives some charm to the lowest among 
them — a desire to please. Their costume is odd enough, and 
might possess some grace, if they did not wear it in such a 
negligent manner as would alone testify to their eternal widow- 
hood; they are dirty, slovenly, and indifferent to everything. 
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without a shadow of attractiveness, and mumble a guttural lan- 
guage which more resemhles the grunting of an animal than 
any sound or sign of human intelligence . I speak now of the 
women I found on my route, on the banks of the hrooks near 
their villages, who were washing their sheariuga of wool, or 
drying their clothes on the grass, and of those who approached 
ua with an expression of stupid cariosity m order to observe ns 
more easily. I have elsewhere seen Kurdish females, hand- 
some and iBtelligent, marching along with their faces exposed, 
and from such a platform of freedom, regarding Turkish wo- 
men askant under the double protection of a veil and an ahat- 
jmw of black horae-hau* But these followed their husbands 
on their venturesome expeditions ; they lived in the compaay 
of that part of themselves which possesses the most strength 
and mtelligence ; their passions, or at least their sentiments, 
acquired more mtensity by sharing their perils and hopes, as 
well as by a community of interests with beings pkccd higher 
than themselves upon the scale of creation. "Whatever man 
and woman may be la civilized society, certain it is that in a 
state of uatnro the man is superior to the woman, and never 
does she elevate henielf except by associating herself with him. 
For the fii^t time, I had an opportunity to admire and 
know the Kurdish race of horses. They are smaHer than the 



* The rigorous Turkish women of Asi 
Belve with the veil, which leaves their 
around their brows a visor of fine win 
which descends to where the veil coi 
arrangement to protect mj eyes from ti 



content them- 
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smallest of the Arabians, which they rescmhle near enough in 
form, but without posseesing their elegance of limb and 
graceful motion. They are also Tery fast runners, and of an 
nnparalleled sobriety, being almost entirely nourished by the 
grass which they browse on during the day. There are no 
forests in this country, and the horses never run the risk of 
getting lost. Accordingly, as soon as the Kurdish cavaher 
pots his foot to the ground, he takes the bridle and saddle 
from his horse, and lets him go, snre beforehand that far from 
abusing his liberty he will only join some of his friends in the 
neighboring pasture, and there remain until his master comes 
for him. Almost all Kurdish horses have & brown coat, very 
different in this particular from the Arabians, the greater 
number of whom are grey or spotted with red. I state it as 
a fact, that at least half of the horses sold at Constantinople 
for the Arabian breed are Kurds, and three-quarters of the 
other half are Turcomans. 

It was in these scattered Turcoman villages, interspersed 
with the Kurdish villagos, that I passed the last night of my 
journey. I was soon to reach the chain of Kurdish moun- 
tains which extends from Bagdad on one side to the Bajcn- 
dur on the other, the little town where I stopped the first 
night after qaitting my farm. I passed one night upon the 
mountains, m a genuine Kurdish -village, for neither Turks 
nor Turcomans have yet dared to {«tablish themselves 
on these mountains so bug appropriated to the vanquished 
race, yet ever a warlike and formidable one. I finally de- 
scended the western slope of the mountain, and in the dis- 
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tance I could perceive the little town whose name the moun- 
twu bears. It was here that tho brother of MoussarBey, 
the former Derfe-hey of Ciaq-Maq-Og!ou, had left me the 
year before, wishing me a pleasant journey and a speedy 
return. These wishes were accomplished, for if the return had 
not been as prompt as I hoped on setting out, no great 
misfortune had at least been the cause of ita delay. A good 
night passed witli the postmaster of Eajenrtur enabled me 
to resmne my journey early on the following moimng, and 
the sun was darting its noontide beams on our hpado, when 
we discovered the green contours of our valley, the silvery 
stream whose waters wind through it, and the humhle roof 
under which I was ftbont to find ray home. Indeed, it was 
not returning to my native land, to the house of my fathers, 
to the plavmates of my infancy and childhood ; but after so 
long a journey aciosi unknown countries, and in the midst of 
a society so diflerent fiom any I had hitherto frequented, it 
was something fur me to say this house belongs to me ; 
my bread will be gathered from its fields, and th^e laborers, 
if not through affet-titn at 1 n^t through interest, are de- 
pendent on me" Exiled in a f)iii?n land, I found myself, 
after eleven month=i' absence, in tin place wheie esile w^s 
shorn of some of its bittemess Dunn^' these eleven 
mouths I hid twice traye^^ed A'oa Minoi and Syna almost 
in their entire length , I had undergone the rigors of win 
ter and the glow of an Arabian summer , I brought back 
all that wa? dear to me, and I myself, not snccumbmg 
U fatigue 01 privations, felt btiong in my souvenirs 
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There ffas in all this wherewitli to render to Gtod most 
fervent thanks ; I shut myself up in my chamber accord 
ingly, and when alone by myself, I could only pronounce 
these words — " Thanks, my God, thanks I" 
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